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TO ALEXANDER BRACKEiNRIDGE, ESQ. 



Mant jears agO| we oonvened togetHer on ihe sabjeet of zvpublisbing 
our hihei^B work, entitled "Incidents of tbe Western Insnneetion/' 
wliich had been long out of print— alihough remarkable for ihe tmtbinl 
•ad graphic acoonnt it ga7e of one of tbe most important oocnrrenoes of 
▲meriean history. But, after reflectiag on the subject, we ooneladed, 
that however interesting as a piece of contemporary history, and however 
much it might conduce to his fame, there were considerations of delicacy 
and feeling which stood in the way of such republication. These were 
principally, the strictures on the acts of persons who had passed from the 
stage of life, but whose descendants might be pained by the exhibition 
of their forefathers in an unfavorable light. Instead of pursuing the 
course which at first suggested itself, I adopted the plan of writing a 
biographical notioe, giving a brief outline of the incidents of the Insor- 
neetioQ, saying enough to do justice to our father^ but carefully avoiding 
everything that could possibly wound the sensibility of any survivor, or 
descendant, of those with whom he came in conflict during those trying; 
times. This was published in the Southern Messenger/' Richmond} 
Yirginiay and afterward as an introduction to "Modem Chivaliy." 

This delicai^ was not met in a corresponding spirit. A work, under 
the title of Histoiy of Pittsburgh/' was published by Neville B. Gnig, 
the representative of the "Neville connectioo/' in which there is a mopt 
perverted and false representation of the conduct of the people of West- 
am Pennsylvania^ and of the town of Pittsburgh, and, at the«une time, 
the grossest misrepresentation of the adions and motives of individuals, 
who were most active in restnuning the excesses of the people, who eon- 
sidered themselves aggrieved by the excise laws. Our father, especially, 
who liad been at variance with some of the Neville connection previous 
to the insurrection, in consequence of professional acts, which he tliought 
honorable — was the object of the most indecent abuse by the scurrilous. 

2 
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writer just mentioned. CharLres and insinuations, which had been met 
and annihilated sixty years before, were revived, and where proof was 
wanting to sustain them, their place supplied by mere vulgar billingsgate 
epithets. It was not in my power to be silent ; a newspaper controversy 
ensned, and the detractor was treated by me with unavoidable severity, 
as well as others whom I would willingly have spared. But 1 found that 
in the narrow bounds of a newspaper it was impossible to do-jostiee to 
the snbjeot; I, therefore, set about a more fall and complete narratiTei 
of historical acts, with the details of a connected memoir. This was due 
to my coantkymen of Western Pennsylvania, and to my townsmen of Pitts- 
boigh, so Boandalonsly libeled by Neyille B. Craig» in his pretended 
'<Hi8toryof Pittsbnigh." 

Oar father was first drawn into the Tortez of the popular morement, at 
the earnest solioitation of Col. Neville^ the son of the collector of the 
excise, with the avowed object of preventing the excesses of the disaf- 
fected. Although opposed to the oppressive excise laws, as was every 
man west of the mountains, with the exception of thofo cngagGd in the 
collection of the revenue, he never for a moment encour.igcd any illegal 
opposition. Col. Neville was a gentleman of education, and the only one of 
the connection" on friendly terms with him, and it is to be regretted that 
he failed to fulfill the engagement to which he was bound in honor, and 
which will be more fully explained in this narrative. Our father, thus 
;]>laced between the people and the government, as negotiator and peaoe- 
maker, was peculiarly exposed to the dangers of misconception. In telling 
'the truth to the pcoplo in the hearing of the govemmelit, and to the 
gOTernmcnt in the hearing of the people; he snffered a temporary loss of 
popularity with the one, and incurred the suspicion of the other. This 
was only rectified by time and events, after exposing him to imminent 
danger from both parties. His eflbrts were directed to two objects : the 
'first, to arrest the progress of opposition to the government; the second, to 
obtain an amnesty, or act of oblivion, for the impmdent acts of violence 
winch had been rashly committed ; in other words, to prevent riots from as- 
suming the formidable front of insurrection. In this he succeeded, and for 
wliich, instead of being rewarded by the civic crown, he was exposed to 
the danger of assassination, of government prosecution, and popular 
obloquy. Those who had the government ear, succeeded in producing the 
impression that he was behind the screen, the instigator of every illegal 
movement; while the very same persons, with the usual disregard of con- 
sistency attendant on falsehood, insinuated to the people that he had sold 
them to the government for a consideration 1 The narrative now prefient* 
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«d to the public, will exhibit one of the most eztnordiDary oases on 
raoord, of great services remaioiDg not merely anrewarded aad unao- 
knowledged, but of the grosseet injustice lonp^ continued, and not entive^ 
corrected to this day; for we still oeoasioaally hear of ''the insurgent 
jRia^Vanwiign/^^ Tii appealing to the anbiasaed and imparfial judgraaSt — 
of the American people, and especially of those of Western PennsylTania^ 
I will Mdly put in issne the assertion, l&al Ae waved the loesfom eounlry [ 
Jrom <fte horron af dvU war, the town of JPMbwrgk from deetrvcHonf '■ 
and ih$ Ftderal Union firom Ihe groateit danger it hae offer encountered. 

Snoh was the sinister inflnenoe of these misrepresentations, by persons 
wlio had joined the army on its march to pnt down an insnsreollon which 
never existed, and even after mob violence had ceased, that even Alexan- 
der Hamilton, who was the head aud front of the expeditiou, appears to 
have conceived the most unfounded prejudice against the people, and 
against individuals. A letter written by him from Bedford, which has been 
preserved, and very improperly published in his posthumous works, by 
those who did not know what they were about, contains the followiug lan- 
guage: "It appears that Brackenridge did not subscribe [the amnesty] 
until after the day, and it is proved that he is the worst of all s-^oundrels." 
Thus the author of the amnesty was to be denied its benefits, because 
engaged through the day in riding through the rural districts, per- 
suading the people to sign, he did not reaoh home until after midnight. 
And yet, nine days after, when Hamilton was enabled to judge for him- 
self on the spot, and after hearing the "chief insurgent,'' and receiving 
tiie statements of reliable persons, he expresses himself as follows: "Mr. 
Brackenridge, my impressions were unfavorable to you ; you may have 
observed it ; I now think it my dnty to inform yea that not a single one 
remains ; had we listened to some people, I know not what we might have 
done ; your conduct has been horribly misrepresented, owing to miscon- 
ception ; I will announce you in this point of you to Gen. Lee, who 
represents the Exeontive ; you are in no personal danger, and will not be 
troubled even with a simple inquisition by the judge — what may be due 
to yourself with the public, is another question." 

On this hint our father prepared hid account of the insurrection, pub- I 
luhed a year afterward, and containing the above passage, which was 
never contradicted, although Hamilton lived many years after the publi- 
cation. Cniig admits the fact of the^" acquittal," as he calls it, but ques- 
tions the language ascribed to Hamilton. On what grounds ? On the 
principles of historical evidence? No — on the narrow technical rules of a 
court of justice. But when asked by me, was not this pubUshed at the 
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time, and as it were in the presence of the Neville connection, who were 
implicated, and could they not have appealed to Hamilton '{ his only 
reply is an absurd equivocation, very little complimentary to the high 
uristocratio association or cabal, of which he is the representative : Presley 
Neville was too indolent to undertake the task, a&d. the othezs had not the 
ability." Alat I poor Yoriok I 

The suggestion of HuniUon was aidopted, and piodneed • xm example 
^ the Tahie of oontei^poniy hietoiy. There is not only the oonseien- 
tions evidenee of an iKmeat witneei^ but also nnder the leatiauits of 
the thousand other mtneB8e% leady to ohallenge any material devia- 
tien ficom trntii. No man having a vegaid for his lepntation^ wouldi 
nnder sneh oiranmstanees^ ran the risk of oontcadictioa. There is 
aoaroely an instanee in whioh the anthor lelies on his own naked asBflr- 
tionsy without refexenee io penons who were preient, and who had it in 
iheir power to confute or coflfirm. Besides this, a ease was regularly made 
before the great tribunal of public opinion, and a challenge formally 
given to all to appear before it, if they chose to call the author's veracity 
in question. They were silent, and this silence must be taken for an 
admission of the truth of his statements. It is, besides^ in almost every 
material point, sustained by statements of unimpeachable witnesses, many 
of them under the solemnity of an oath. Among these statements are 
those of the most distinguished public men then in Western Pennsyl- 
vania. Short extracts were made from some oi these, and added to the 
biography published in the Literary Messenger.'' Neville Craig objects 
to these extracts, because they do not contain the whole, and falsely insin- 
nates that, if the whole of the papers were publishedi there wonld ^pear 
eertain qnalifioations whioh wonld change their chaiaeter; secondly, that 
the persons who gave their testimony in his favor were aotnated by eharita- 
ble moti?es in dingnising the tmth. To meet the first objeetioni ^e doon* 
ments are now published in fnll ; as to the seoond* the only answer is 
silenee— anything else would be an insult to the reader. 

These few extvaotBi considering the standing and distinguished oharae- 
ter of the persons ftom whom they were drawBy are suffioienty without 
any thing further, to satisfy any man of decent understanding — any man 
of candor — any man who pretends to have the feelings of a gentleman. 
James Ross was the Senator in Congress, and one of the Commissioners 
appointed by the government to treat with the supposed insurgents, and 
with whom our father was almost in daily conference during that period ; 
his Btatcment covers every ground which could possibly be occupied. 
General John Wilkins, who also acted with him— Judge Addison-^ohn 
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Hoge, State Senator — ^Henry ParTiance, ProsecutiDg Attorney— would 
alone carry with them an irresistible W^ght of authority.* 

The History of the Western Inaurreotioii/' by WiUiam Findley, was 
publiahed the year after the Ittoideats." These two oontompotary pnUt- 
cbHoiib are the soavoes wheooe the work now offered to the paUie wae 
tfudnly dfawn. I waa hat a boy at the tiine of the erentB related, yet 
ttam prsooeioiu training, and being oonatandy in the aodety of my father, 
I was aoonatomed to take an interest in paUio alhim far beyond my 
years ; I heard all the eiroamstaDoes related by eye witnesses, and heard 
it nnlTersally admitted, that by his address and aottvity) the town ww 
smd from destmotion by the mob which marched in flrom Braddook'a 
Field. 

In the face of the testimony of persons of the highest standing in the 
West, Neville Craig, in his book, insinuates that our father was the secret 
instigator of every unlawful act done by the mob 1 He also declares that 
bis only motive was an insane ambition to bo elected to Congress, for 
which he was then a candidate, without regarding the fact, that in the 
course pursued by him, he had entirely sacrificed his popularity ! He 
tells xiB, also, that he was bought by the government ; and again, that he 
only saved his life by agre^g to turn ^'State's evidence" a^rainst his 
instmments, affording a onrious instance of a principal saving himself by 
denonnoing his obscure aeoomplioea. When these Islse and absnrd asser- 
tiooB were nailed to the eofnnter in ear newspaper oontroreny, he endear* 

* la a recent publication of the Treasurer of the PeDnsylvania Historical 
Society, a letter by John Wilkins, Esq., Sr., is given in mistake as from Gen. 
Wilkins, his son. The meagre memoirs of James Gallatin ia scarcely deserving of 
notice. The extracts above referred to are as follows : 

"I saw many uhtnafHl fur the xiUety of the country, and tax the efltabliohmeut of tba goTcrutuent; I 
thought none of tbera more flincort-ly so thiin j'ttunwlf." Jambs Rosa. 

"My opinion of your conduct throughout the whole of the insurroction in this country, I will giv* 
wllhiMil ntorve. » ippaawi to Imkto tiro oHjieeta^ i> mmti Sto y ^yw w ff Sto jr fw tf t ikmu i,«md $t 

procure an amnaty for that alrmdy commSthit Hd fltaM pwwnt the flattiift from spn-inlin^ l» y.>iidClw 
country in which it had originated." Hewry Purtiance. 

"I liaii daily oppiHimity of obHcrving your conduct, ami convcrhing with yn; T m v. r bad adowbt 
but that you were actuated by the purest motivcti, and anxiou* for the restoration of the laws." 

Joav Wtanm, 

"IloKMr yov l«f» flnaaitas Md bfllkfM Hmj m i^r IHenda; I respect flum and regard yoo ; ttw 
Mief that you directly or indirectly wae concerned in the Ifite iiusurrection, can only bo entert^ned by 
th'>sf who, from their ilistanci" frutn fli" a. •<■!!•• of :i<-ti;iTi. li iv<' hiv<n intfui^i'J upon by misrppr««««f'ntAtion, 
aad bare, thereibn^ fsnoed cuuclutuuu;a upon illfuuuded prenuMwit, or by yoar eneaui e s , havo prevonted 

tefoiiy." Jon Hooi. 

«Itii iavoaOilBte M^iriiaoiitenMbistll my impmeioas of your dHHwter aiid ooodiiet,to iiwpow 
joaefwadTtaedaajlIlailloppodtioBtotlwoxelMlmn.'* Aubambb Abumm. 
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ored to slielter himself behind Hildreth, from whose History of the 
United States he had extracted ?ouie of the offensive passages which he had 
adopted as his own. The character of Hildreth, as a mere partisan bigot, 
18 well known : the disparaging manner in which he has spoken of Jeffer- 
8on and Madison, and his idolatry of Alexander Hamilton, who had 
doubtless great qualities, but was not a god, have fixed a low estimate on 
ilia poliftioal works. It waa reserved for Neville Craig to use such exprea* 
alona as theae— ''Braokenridge was a cold-blooded, calculating yillain"^ 
h» was the worst of sooandrels'' — ^whioh could not fail to lonse and 
justify the most indignant feelings on the part of his deaoendants and 
lelatiTSS. If Craig has been handled with seyeritj, it u only the oonse- 
qnenoe of his own malignity. 

There is one passage in his book whioh I cannot lefrain from quoting, 
as a curiosity. It is a Btrikisg instance of that perverted view of pcf- 
sons and things, which chaiaeterises his peculiar mind. Here it is : 
''Of the leading aetois in this insurrection, Brackenridge, Gkllatin', I1nd« 
ley, Smiley, all foreigners hy hirth, all subsequently partook hirirely of 
popular favor j and Bradford alone, a native horn, the bravest and best 
among them, fled to Louisiana, then a Spanish province." Can any one 
point out the meaning of this stupid paragraph 'i What inference is to be 
drawn from the fact, of the four being foreigners by birth ; although in 
America long before t>ie Revolutionary war, having fought through it, and 
in the case of our father, having come in childhood r* Before the Declara- 
tion of Independence, all were snbjects of Great Britain, and all then 
firing, according to this, must be regarded as foreigners ! Bat the most 
singular part of this curious intellectual obliquity, is the saying, that 
Bradford, '^the bravest and best among them, fled to Louisiana/ then a 
Spanish territory." Is this the evidence of his being the best and the 
bravest" among those who defeated his wicked and foolish attempt to 
excite an insurrection and civil war ? It would be an idle waste of words 
to pnisne such nonsense any further — such perverted notions of patriot- 
ism and moral worth, are deserving only of a verdict of lunacy. 

But is there not a key to this itirangt lavdtOion of the traitor Brad- 
ford, « the bravest and the bestjof them all V We shall sse. 

Neville Craig declared in his controversy with me, that from his earliest 
childhood he had conceived a deadly hatred to " the insurgent Bracken- 
ridge," and a firm conviction of his criminality — and of course imbibed 
from his elders of the " Neville connection." 1 will always except Col. 
Presley Neville, who might have cherished difi'erent feelings, under dif- 
ferent circamstances. This deadly hatred is easily explained by the oir- 
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cumfitance of " the insuro;ent Brackenridge " having on a certxiin occasion j 
compelled one of the connection to bring back, and restore to freedom, a 
free colored woman, who h&d been roa off to Kentuokj. This led to a 1 
deadly feud, and fierce personal rencontre, and suits were depending in I 
oourt at the time of the breaking out of the insnrrection. Besides thi%i. 
the lawyer, although no abolition fanatic, (as Neville Craig is at present,) i 
was yet friendly to the scheme of gradual extinction of slavery, while the \ 
« oonneotion/' origioaJUy from Viiginia, and holding lands under Vii^^nia I 
gnmt8» were the only huge slaTeholders in the oonntiy. 

A few days afber the destraction of the house of the elder Neville by 
the rioters, a numeroxui meeting was convened at the Mingo oreek meet- 
ing-house, a laige majority of which was composed of persons who had 
been engaged in the outrage. At the solicitation of Neville the younger, 
(Ftesley Neville,) the "insurgent Brackenridge" attended. Bradford 
appeared, and in an inflammatory speech insisted on a vote to "sustain the 
brave felloios who had been engaged in burning Neville'a house." This 
was defeated by the " insurgent Brackenridge," and which caused the 
meeting to break up. Is this a key to the subsequent conduct of Major 
Craig? Surely, that gentleman could not approve, or ever after consim- 
ilatc with the mau who could applaud the treason and the destruction of 
his father-in-law's property? This is not to be supposed. When Brad- 
ford, a few days after this, employed a half-witted desperado to stop the 
post rider, and steal the mail, and deliver it to him — this, certainly, did not 
meet the approbation of the Neville connection ! When, again, the same 
individual, a few days later, of his own authority, issued circulars to the 
commanders of militia regiments, to assemble at the phces of annual 
rendezvous, where important secrets were to be revealed to them, deeply 
affecting their interests and their safety-Hihis, certainly, is no proof that 
Bradford was the " bravest and the best." When at that meeting the in* 
teicepted letters of the Neville connection were produced, and read by 
Bradford, and the intention was avowed to march into town, destroy the 
honses of the so^salled public enemies— 4his project was again defeated by 
the address and management of the "insurgent Brackenridge." Apre- 
fended banishment of the obnoxious persons, by the town, had been en* 
acted — a mere tub to the whale — the only thing which could have saved 
the lives and property of the proscribed persons, and con.se({uently the 
town itself from destruction. Now, is there anything in this to approve 
in the conduct of Bradford No, certainly. When, afterward, at the 
Parkinson's Ferry mcetins:; of the delegates, Bradford brought forward his 
treasonable plans for levying war against the government, in which he was 
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agua bftffled hy the odious ''humigent Bnekmiridge/' I would wA, 
tAneHhm rach afttempft was appovod bj the oomieelioii," or their lOj^ 
iOBtatiTo^ Neville Omlg? Surely do. Tet, aocordiog to tlue historian, 
Bradfind ma the '* braTest and the best." When, alter Ae oonference of 
the oooiiiiiteee of twdre with ihe United States GommlsBionerB, they hid 
agreed to snbmit to the goremment, on the eondition of amnesty, and 
tho ''insnrgent BrMkenridge " repaired, with the report he had drawn up, 
to obtain the sanctioD of tbe standing committee of sixty, at BrownsviDe, 
Bradford was the only one of the twelve who opposed its adoption, and 
again brought forward his treasonable propositions, in wbicb he was again 
defeated by the insurgent, who, in the boldest and most nnqualified terms, 
denounced the conduct of the rioters, insurgents and traitors, or whatevet 
else they may be called, — at the same time offering up the last shred of 
. his popularity uu the altar of patriotism. What says the representative 
of the " Neville connection " on this head ? Bradford wa^ the bravest 
and the best/' and Brnckcnridge, a cold-blooded, caloolating Tillain"^ 
a deceitful, unprincipled demagogac." 

When the army and the government officials reached the scene of the 
reoent outrages, their minds had been pcnsooed by the so^saUed exiles, and 
those who returned with the army; thdr rage was directed against those 
who had exerted themseWes in the most meritoiioos manner on the side of 
the government, during the oontinnanoe of the distnibanoe^ and agunsi 
none of them more relentlessly than against the "insurgent Braehen- 
ridge/' An incpiintion was institated, and evidenoe agunst him songht 
fiom every quarter, the Nevilles acting as prosecntors on this star-cham- 
ber tribunal. It was not long, however, before Hamilton and his associates 
began to open their eyes, and to see into the true motives and the falsity 
of the pretended accusation. A trivial circumstance served to cau.-^e the 
ungenerous persecution to explode like a rotten e^^. A fragment of a 
letter had been picked up, addressed to Bradford, with the signature of 
H. H. Brackeuridge appended. Tt alluded in a mysterious manner to 
some paperd that were wantiiifj; before proeeedincr in the matter. Accord- 
ing to the conji'cAnre of the author of the ''incidents," this was done by 
Major Craig, iu his capacity of notary public — for this was one of his 
offices — but he gives it only as oim/eefure, which he never substitutes for 
&ot. When the investigation wss nearly brought to a close, this ominous 
paper was produoed by Hamilton, and turning to James Boss, he observed: 
" Mr. Ross, you have pledged yourself that there was no oorrespondence 
between Braokenridge and Bradford— what do you say to this — ^is not ibid 
the handwriting of Braokenridge V* It is his handwriting," said Boss, 
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but there is onlj this small differenoe in the 4Mae-^^is letter is ad- 
dressed to WUtiADt Bndfofd, (Altoruey Qenenl, and one of the Oommis- 
aonoiB,) Mid not to David BaMltd/' A pTofonnd ailenee taanod, as if 
a look liad fidlen-«-^t Bilenoe was ftrsi Ivdken bj Hamilton. Gentto> 
Mb/' said be, <^ we are going too ftat— we mnik stop hete." It was baft 
a day or two after ihia iliat the pefsonal eonferenee took plaoe between 
kirn and the intended vietlm of the eonneetion.'' 

Kow, if the mere oironmstanee of addMnng a letter to Biiadfinrd by 
tbe ''ittcmrgent Braokenridge," was a ground of suspicion, what shaD W# 
say of the friendly letter addressed to that person by Major Craig, shortly 
before Bradford's flight, as a self-convicted traitor, with all the wrongs 
done or intended to the ^' Neville connection " on his head ? Gould any 
one of the connection correspond with such a man, under any circum- 
stances, without a disregard of all delicacy or propriety? There can be 
DO excuse or apolof^y for such an actj the only clue to it is the deep and 
deadly feeling of hatred to the *^ insurgent Brackenridge." The ostensible 
motive for this revolting act, was to learn from Bradford whether the 
'^insnigent Braokenridge" had manifested hostile- feelings to Craig, 
personally, especially at Braddock's Ileld, in the eommittee of offieeiB, 
and had spoken of him in a disraspeotful manner. Was there no 
other pevBon bnt the traitor Bradford to whom snoh inqniry oonld he ad- 
dressed ? The truth is too pslpable— and snstains the eon/eetars of the 

Incidents'' — ^that the real design was to make a witness of Bradford 
against the supposed inanigent; and knowing his reekless disregard of 
tmth, it was supposed he would say anything to save himself^ through the 
powerful inflnenoe of the Neville oonneetion." In this they were dis- 
appointed 'j for, although Bradford, in his reply to Craig, said enough to 
gratify hate, yet the main and real object, if the conjecture be correot, 
was not attained. Bradford dared not venture on the monstrous and self- 
evident falsehood, of implicating the hated enemy of the Nevilles, either 
as principal or accessory, in his treasonable designs ! Besides, he began 
to fear that his case was so peculiar in its atrocity, that he could not count 
with certainty, even with the aid of the most powerful influence, on being 
included in the amnesty, which he had opposed, and then signed " on the 
day." His case was beyond the power of " mandragon or hellebore/* 
He, therefore, " fled to Louisiana, then a Spanish province," where he 
" shared largely" of royal favor, in grants of land I I hope I have now 
done forever with the Neville connection" and their representative. 

Our father wae ever morbidly sensitiTe to any imputation on his in- 
tegrily or honor; knowing this, it beeomes espeoially inoumbent on us to 
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suffer no stain to rest on bis memory. He was ever doing benevolent acts, 
and repenting of them when he felt the sting of ingratitude — and yet re- 
peating them whenever an appeal was made to hia pkilanihxopy. Smart- 
ing nnder a sense of this injustice, on some occasion during the insur- 
rection, he uses this language: ^'I acted on the law of Solon — the tcue 
tatdjuit bdng obliged to take some side, as well as the envtMif and wicked j 
malteis weie mote etailj aooommodatod. But if I wero to g9 throngli 
these seenes agein^ I would not foUow ihe law of Solon, hat leave the 
gOTorament and the inamgents to settle their diffieoitteB as best thej 
eonld." It is veiy qnmtionahle whether he would have been able to i»> 
tist his natuial propensity^ and leinaan selfishly neotnl, and joi^— 

Aqnel eattivo ooso 

Degli angeli, que aon ftuoa rebdli, 
Nefiir fideliadio,]iiapor aeftifoo. — 

That caitiff crowd 
Of the angels, which neither rebelled. 
Nor faithful stood — from love of self alone. ^ 

« 

Tour alfoetionato bfother, 

H. M. BRAOEBNBIDGE. 
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WKSTSRN PKNNSYI.VANIA — POPULATION — EXCISK LAW — PUBLIC MEETINGS — 

ACTS OF VIOLXNCB. 

Thb wtestorn part of PemuylTania, lying axoand the head of the Ohio, 
in a radius of more than a hundred miles, and separated on the east hj 
the Allegheny mountains, and extending to Lake Erie on the north, is 
one of the most heantifiil portions of America — ^perhaps of the whole 
vorid. Eighty years ago, its finely wooded hills, fertUe to their sum- 
mits—its rioh and delightful Talleys, clothed with primeval foresta, 
fbrmed a hnnter'B paradise. At this day, instead of beinnr nninbabited 
wilderness, enlivened by the howl of the wolf or the gleam of the 
Indian tomahawk, it teems with an industrious, intelligent and Christian 
population, whose cattle feed on a thousand hills, and whose well watered, 
onltivated fields, c^ladden the eye; while cheerful dwellin|2;s on every slope 
are seen glisteninp: in the warm light of its azure skies. It is now filled 
with citie?, towns and villages, and is not surpa-ssed by any portion of 
equal extent in the Union for its mineral, manufacturing and agricultu- 
ral wealth. It is as loyely a land as ever opened its bosom to the genial 
son. In its picturesque beauties, the lover of natoze, the painter, and 
the poet, might revel in unsated delight. 

Before the Revolutionary war, the possession of this oonntry was often 
the subject of bloody eontest between England and France— a stmggle (tf 
inoalenlable importanoe, as it deoided the ownership of the vast and 
majestic r^ons of the West. It was here the fame of Washington first 
dawned upon his oonntiy* * Bat it was not until the final expulsion of 
the Freneh^ about the year 1758^, that any settlement could he attempi> 

*«Histoi7 of ftraddook's Sspsditien,*' Ij Wintlnop Saigcat. 
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ed ; and not until 1706, after the peaoe, or niHuat tmoe, made with the 
IndianB, by Gol. Boqnet, that any wMte man Tentued to make it his 
p]aoe of permanent abode. The fint aettlement was on Bedatone oieek, 
which empties into the Monongahehiy forty nulee above Fittabnigh ; but 
nnder the too well grounded fear of the Indian tomahkwk and scalping 
knife, whieh continued almost to the reiy period of the Insuifeotioni 
while war was still raging on the banks of the Ohio. There was a diffi- 
culty in their way, on account of the disputed boundary between Yirginia 
and Pfetilisyivania'; .the-fqrmw claiming the conntry in the neighborhoed 
of the Moilongahela, wliicK rendered the title ta land uncertain, although 
it Ijad^bpei ijsijatt^- both, governments, for the purpose of encouraging 
settlements on tlie * fro^ler," the outposts of civilization, to recognize 
preemption rights in favor of the settlers, previous to issuing warrants, 
the first step toward legal title. 

In the year 1768, the Proprietory (the Penn family,) had purchased 
the oootttiy from the Indians as far west as the Ohio and Allegheny rivers. 
The eountiy north of the latter river was, and long continued to be 
known as' the ''Indian country/' while the portion adjacent to the Mo* 
■Ongahela continued to be the subject of contention between the two 
pfonneesy until finally settied after the Bevolntion, by a fiiendly commis- 
sion. The office of the I^oprietoiy Ibr the sale of hmds was opened in 
April> 1799, sHbongh the settlements had already commeneed. The set 
^ tiers (of Soottish desoenty) were chiefly fiom the Pennqfivama countiesy on 
the other side of the mountains, who by degrees extended the frontier, 
e^osed to the same savage wadbrs which they and theb others, on 
the essteni nde of the Alleghenies, had already espeiienced, and perhaps 
too often provoked. Every man was accustomed to tbe use of the rifle, 
and seldom went abroad without that formidable weapon. They were, in 
fact, a warlike race ; besides their Indian wars, they had sent two regi- 
ments to aid in the cause of independence. The facility for obtaining 
land, was no doubt a great inducement ; but it is certain that the nucleus 
of these settlements was composed of an enterprising and intelligent pop* 
ulation, and who, far from being a lawless people, as we have seen it the 
ease in some of our new territories, held the law and oonstituted author^ 
ities in respect with an almost religious feeling. 

The number of very superior men brought on the stage by the Western 
Insurrection, cannot fail to excite surprise. The lapid increase of pop- 
ulatioD) toward the close of the SeTOlutionaiy war, somewhat alloyed the 
original character, by the aooession of numbers, among whom there was a 
proportion of dsBperala ohaiaoters) end although tiie fiomen were ordeily 
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* leipeolBliiei mmy iif tliam pofSMBiDg wmMmthU tadad vwlih, jet 
iftm mm otlMni littte biltar tiMn am iqiiattei% nftd|y to engage is 
kwlesa entei^^ilMs at ih« intfeigfttioii of a popukur leader. The lioar tMil> 
em eoimtieB, att tiie time of the Western Insnireotion, or rioto, (Westmove- 
land, Fayette, Washington and Allegheny,) contained about seventy tiiou- 
sand inhabitants, Boattered over an extent of country nearly as great as that 
of Scotland or Ireland. Except Pittsburgh, which contained about twelve 
hundred souls, there were no towns except the few places appointed for hold- 
ing the courts of justice in each county. There were scarcely any roads, 
the population had to find their way a^^ they could through paths or 
woods, while the mountains formed a barrier which oould only be passed 
on foot or on horaebiek. The only trade with the East, was hj ptak* 
horses ; while the navigation of the Ohio was closed bj Indian wut, iffHi 
if a market could have been foand by descending its onrrenL 

The farmers, having no market for their piodnoe, were from neoewlgr 
oompelled to redoee its balk by oonm<ang ihoir giain into whiskegr» * 
hone ooold eany two kegs of gaUm eaohi worth ahoat fifif oanlB 
per gallon on this, and one dollsron the other side of the moontains, while 
he retnmed with a Uttie iron and saH^ worth at Fittsborgh, the liDrBMr 
flfteen to twentj eents per pownd, the latter five doUanper bniheL Tho 
slill was therefore the neeessaiy appendage of oveiy where tha ftr- 
mer was ahle to proonre it ; if not, he was eoni]M]]ed to eanj his giain to 
the more wealthy to be distilled. In fact, some of these distilleries on a 
large scale, were friendly to the excise iuws, as it rendered the poorer 
farmers dependent on them. 

Such excise laws had always been unpopular among the small farmers 
in Great Britain ; they excited hatred, which they brought with them to 
this country, and which may be regarded as hereditary. Scarcely any of 
the causes of complaint which led to the revolution, had so strong a hold 
on the people of Pennsylvania as the stamp act, an excise regarded as an 
oppressive tax on colonial industiy. Every attempt of the Colony, or 
State, to enf(^ce the exeiso on home distilled ppirits had failed ; and so 
folly were the authorities oonvinoad that they oould not bo enforoed, that 
the last kw on the subject, after ramainiag a dead letter on the statute 
hooky was r^saled jnst before the attsnpt to introdnoa it nnder the Fedand 

* '* For these reasons we have found it absolutely necessary to introduce a number 
of small distilleries into our settlements, and in every circle of twenty or thirty 
neighbors one of these are genernlly erected, merely for the accommodation of 
such neighborhood, and without any commercial views whatever." — PetitioQ of in* 
habitants of Westmoreiand county, 1790. Pa. Arch., XI. 671. 
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finanflial Qvtom, by the Seoretaiy of ilM Tntmrj^ Alexander HamilUm. 
The inequalitj of the duty between the fiinnen on the west and on the 
east dde of the moontainsi eonld not fail to strike the most oommon mind; 
'for the sate per gallon on both sLdea was the eame, yet the axtiole on the 
west was worth bnt half of that on the other side. There were^ more- 
oyer, oiroumstanoes necessarily attending the collection of the tax reyolt* 
ing to the minds ot a free people. Instead of a general assessment, a 
license system cuniined tu a few dealers on & large acale, or an indirect tax 
on foreign imports, while in the hands of the importers or retailers ; this 
tax created a numerous host of petty officers, scattered over the country 
88 spies on the industry of the people, and practically authorized at almost 
any moment toi nliict domiciliary visits on them, to make arbitrary seizures, 
and commit other vexatious acts ; the tax was thus brought to bear on al- 
most each indlTidoal cultivator of the soil. LawH which cannot be enforced 
but by such means, no matter what may be their object or moral nature, 
will alwa^ be revolting to the spirit of our people, and be executed with 
diffionl^i or often evaded, laying the foundation of distnut in the govern- 
ment, and want of mutual oonfidenee between it and the people^ which no 
ihneied or real good oan ever compensate. Nothing but the stem mandate 
of ooostitntional obligatbn can leconeile them to such laws. In this ease, 
it is an aet of duty ; in the others, merely an experiment of expediency, 
which ought to be abandoned| when found to be in opposition to the wishes 
and feelings of the country — or even of a large portion of its citiaenS| no 
matter how plausible the reasons which sustain them. It. is not the in- 
tention of the writer to discuss the intrinsic merits of the excise laws, 
nor to weigh the justice of all tlie eomplaints made by the people of the 
West against them. Secretary Hamilton, in his Treasury lieport of 1792, 
has said everything in their favor neces^ry to form a sound judgment; 
and while much of his reasoning is satisfactory, there is also much, es- 
pecially in what relates to the western counties, which is far from being so. 

The first Pennsylvania excise law was passed in 1756,* then under the 
province or government of the Pcnns. A second act was passed in 1772 3 
the object of these was to redeem certain bills for debts incurred by the 
government. An exception was made in favor of spirits distilled from the 
products of the province, for the use of the owner. Duxing the revolu- 
tion, 1777, the law was extended, and some new provisions made to render 
the collection more effectual. CoUectoiB were appointed for the western 
counties, but no attempt was made to collect the duties. It was regarded 

♦There is mention of excise long before this date, but it appears to mean license 
or tax on sale ; exuept, periiaps, that in Coloiiial Kecorda, vol. 111-12 : 248-9-60. 
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as an ignomiuious service, chiefly owing to tiie traditionary prejudices of 
the Scotch-Irish, as already mentioned, who formed the great body of 
the population. The domiciliary visits, the arbitrary seizures, and other 
despotic acts, practically authorized,* as already observed, rendered them 
practically odious. The violation of the domicil was regarded by the com- 
mon people with horror; they were always ready to treat with contempt, 
if not to assail with actual violence, those who, for the sake of a little 
money, would accept such disreputable employment. About the year 
1783, the Council of State beoame wttisfied, from the prevailing odium in 
the western country, that no person could be got to accept the office, or if 
appointed, would offend their neighbors by an inquiry on (he subject of 
the dutiefly or by eearohing their premises for that purpose. A certain 
a man of broken fortune^ who had kept a publio house in Phila^ 
delphia, was found willing to accept the appointment of Collector Ctoneral 
for the West ; hut when he undertook to exercise his office he was treated 
with eyeiy possible contumely. Being unable to execute the law, he oo- 
casionally compounded fbr small sums, wluch he appropriated to his own • 
use. The people occasionally amused themselves at his expense, by sing- 
ing hb wig, or putting coals into his boots. 

In the year 1784, at the court in Westmoreland, he was besieged in his 
room, and kept there ;ill night, alarmed by uncouth noises and terrible 
threats. He endeavored to prosecute those who had been outside of the 
house ; but on the trial, the persons sworn to by him, proved an alibi, and 
the prosecution failed. In the same year an advertisement was posted up, 
offering a reward for his scalp ! These vulgar pranks were disapproved by 
the respectable part of the people, but it was not in their power to prevent 
them. He was obliged to fly to Washington county, but was openly at- 
tacked, in the neighborhood of Cross creek, by a number of persons in 
disguise. After shaving his bead, they put him over the Monongahela, 
into Westmoreland county, and threatened him with death if he returned. 
Twelve of those concerned in the outrage were indicted| convicted and 
fined. A justice of the peaco^ of the name of Craig, accepted the office 
after this, and attempted to exeeute it, with no result, however, .hut that 
of becoming infam6us with the populace. It does not appear that the 
law was executed in a single instance. ^ Another attempt was made by a 
person of the name of Hunter, who made sdsures in Fitteburgh in 1790, 
and instituted seventy suits against definquenl disUIlera; in these oases, 
the suits were set aside for irregularity. Hunter sooa after left the countr y 
and resigned his commission. 

* Blaokstone says these powors are neetuary I 
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Snoh ma the state of the pobUo mind when the United States warn 
law was enacted in JAmh, 1791* While the bill was before GongiesSt 
ihe subjeot was taken up hy the State Legistatmei then in session, and 
lesolntiotts were passed in strong terms against the law^ and requesting 
the senatoiB and lepiesentatives, by a majod^ of thtrty-dz to eloTon^ to 
oppose its passage; the minority voting on the prinoiple that it was im* 
proper to interfere with the actions of the Federal government, and not 
from approval of the law. They objected, also, to the inconsistency of 
approving a United States excise law while the 8tate law was Btili unre- 
pealed. This had become absolute, but when attention was called to it, 
it was at once expunged from the statute book.* 

Findley, of Westmoreland, and Smiley, of Fayette, being elected to 
Congress, took aa active part against the law, and rendered themselves 
very odious to the Secretary of the Treasury, who was the father of it, as 
a part of his favorite financial system. The individuals before named, on 
their return to their eonstituents, contributed to inorease, if anything 
could increase, the popular antipathy (not to use a stronger term,) to the 
law. But," observes Mr. Bnuikenridge in his Ineidents/'— if these 
persons had been qniesoent, the prejudice among the people was of itself 
inesistible. Had they attempted to leooncile them to the law, they would 
have instantly lost their popularity. In &ot, that popnhoity depended on 
their being with the people, and eonsnlting their prejudices. The mo* 
ment they opposed the prevailing feelings of the multitude, they would 

* The foUowing are the resolutions passed the State Legislature : 

" House of Rf.prkprntatives, June 22tl, 1791. 

" The Legislature of this commoawealth, ever attentive to the rights of their con- 
stituents, and conceiving it a duty incumbent on them to express their sentiments 
on such matters of a public nature an m their opimou have a tendency to destroy 
their rights, have agreed to the following resolutions : 

** B«9oh»i, That any proceeding on the part of the United States, tending to the 
oolleetioB of reTenne by meoiiB of excise established on prineiplee enbTendTe of 
peaoe» liberty end the rights ef the eitiaeas, oa^t to ftttveet the Attention of ttiis 
brase. 

" lietoUfed, That no public nrgenej, ivithin the knowledge or eontemplAtion of 

this house, can, in their opinion, vrnrrnnt the adoption of any species of taxation 
which shall violate those rights which are the basis of our government, and which 
would exhibit the singular spectacle of a nation resolutely oppressing the oppressed 
of others in order to enslave itself. 

Mesolvedf Ihat these sentiments be communicated to the senators representing 
the State efPennajlTAiiia in the Senate of the United States, with a hope that they 
irill oppose every part of the exdee bill now before the Congress, whioh thaU mil- 
itate against the rights and Ubertlee of the people." 
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be poUtioaUy dead. And it was not enough for them to remain silent ; 
the J were charged in the newspaper with the mipaidonable neglect of 
suffering, while memben of the State Ii^gialatore, an ezoise law to remain 
unrepealed on the statute bookl To atone for it^ thej weie obliged to re- 
doable their dilig«nee aguuBt aU excise lavs." 

Sooh was the state of things when Gen. Neville aiscepted the olBoe of I 
Inspeetor under the Fedefsl government^ for the sorvej comprehending| 
ihe foiH^ eoonties mst of the movntains^ with Bedford on the east. This 
gentlemaik had been popular, perhaps in part» from ftUing in with the 
oommon opinions and prejudioes as respeots the excise laws; certainly 
not on aoeonnt of snstaining them. He was in the State Legislatare 
when the law waa passed. The claim for disinterested patriotism, in 
taking the office under the circumstances, was not universally admitted ; 
on the contrary, some said that in accepting, he waa influenced by its 
emoluments, which would not have been the case if he had pursued the 
course of declining, and then recommending some one of equal respectability 
and capacity, and at the same time exerting his influence as a citizen to 
aidhim in the execution of its duties. As it was, the course pursued 
by him tended greatly to increase the unpopularity of the excise. The '' 
people were indignant at the idea of his having sought their favors, and 
then deserting them for the sake, as they believed, of the emolument of 
an office^ under the law wluoh they detested ! In faot^ this is mentioned 
by Oovemor Mifflin as one of the oauses of the insurrection. 

The tiecretsiy of ihe Traasniy, in traoing these causes, laid gieat stress 
on tihe meetings held, and resolutions adopted by the people, against the 
law, but avoiding a reference to those passed 1^ the State Legishitnre. 
Uufbrtunately he made no discrimination between ihe peaceful remon- 
atranoe and the passage of certain resolutions which he styled " intem- 
perate.'' To his mind, they appeared equally ikctioas, and even treason- 
able. According to this view, all right of remonstianoe, or petition, or 
legal ranstanee to oppression, would be taken from the people. It was as- 
suming the right to think for them, whether they were oppressed or not ; 

if those who feel the oppression are not the best judges of its extent 
an(J severity ! Much of this, on the part of the Secretary, is to be ascri- 
bed to the imperfect ideas of the rights of the citizens at that day, com- 
pared with the more enlightened and liberal views which now prevail ; 
among which is the unquestioned right freely to censure the conduct of 
government agents. It will be proper in this place to pass briefly in re- 
view the public meetings and the resolutions passed, so highly censured, 
in Older that' the reader may be enabled to judge for himself as to the 

8 
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soundness of the Secretary's report, drawn as it Ls, with great ability, and 
therefore requiring the more careful scrutiny. The writer does not ap- 
prove of violent and intempeiate resoladons, although they be but 
words. 

I The first meeting was at Redstone Old Fort, (Brownsville,) on the 27th 
' July, 1791, at which Findley, Siniley, Marshall, and a number of the in- 
habitants were present. Gol. Cook was chairman, and Albert Gallatin, 
seeretaiy. It was reBolved at this meeting, that it be recommended to 
the several oounties to appoint delegates, at least three for each eleotive 
district, to meet at the seat of justice, and having collected the sense of 
the people in each oounfyi from each of these delegates choose three to 
foim a eommitfeee. These were to meet at Pittsbughf on the tot Tuesday 
of September, and there draw up and pass lesolntions ezprasnng tbe 
sense of their oonstitnents lespeoting the exoise law.^ 

The meeting at Bedstone, it irill be pereeivedi was only prelimtnaiy to 
that to conTone at Pittsbnigh. No resolntbns .were passed relatiTe to the 
exdse Uw/and aoeording to Findley, many who attended it were desirona 
of reoon<^ing the people to submission. He expresses bis surprise that 
the Secretary should refer to it as one of the causes of the insurreotion. 

At the preparatory meeting for the cuuuiy of Washington, some resolu- 
tions of a violent character were adopted by way of instructions for the 
delegates who were to attend at Pittsburgh. They were modeled after 
those passed before the Kevolutionary war in relation to the stamp act and 
other excises. The language in which they were couched must be ascri- 
bed to the individuals who composed the meetings; it would be unfair to 
consider them as emanating from the majority of the people, who were bat 
^ partiaUj represented. At the meeting convened at Pittsbuigh soon after, 
it was resolved to petition for a repeal of the law, but no resolution was 
passed which eould be oonsidersd reprehensible, yet that meeting was par- 
tionlarl J charged with haviog ooeasioned all the ezoesses whieh followed. 
Mr. GiJlatin was not present, being at that time in Philadelphia, . 
A seoond meeting was held in Pittsburgh eleven months after the finite 
^ and may be noted as the last of these meetinga whieh preeeded the riots, 
whieh took plaoe two yean c^fter, on the oocasion of the service of proOeos 
on delinquent disUllera, eompelling them to appear in Philadelphia. The 
meeting of 1792 was composed of delegates from Washington, Fayetto 
and Allegheny counties, but was very far from being a full and complete 

«Sco note to the resolalioiis pasnd at this mtetlng; also the ezoeptionable 
Washington resolutions. 
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representation j they prepared and published a petition for the repeal of 
the excise laws, and also adopted resolutions similar to those of Washing- 
. ton county the year before. Such language is highly censurable ; it is 
undoubtedly an abuse of the right of remonstrance, even if attended with 
no pract ical effect^ as was the case on the present occasion, that is, excit- 
ing to DO act corresponding to the spirit of the resoltttioiis. It could not 
create public opinion — ^it was the extravagant ezpiesdoik of the excited 
state of feeling alraadj existing, and cannot be fairly enumerated among the 
oniM8 of the insaireotion aiiaing out of that state of feeling.- Col. Neville^ 
the son of the Inapeetor, when examined as a mtness on the tiialsi beii^ 
asked whether the enmity to the excise law was inoreasedhjrt^ose resoln* 
tions passed at Pittehnrgh, answered : I do not know that the (^position 
was more general afterward than before, but immediately after that meet- 
ing, roTenne offioers were tieated with disrespeot ; before that time some 
had been diaraspeotfully and injnrioosly' treated; my &ther before was 
always treated with respeot" Perhaps the word "disrespeot" would 
haye required explanation. It is more rational so refer any dimunition of 
respect for the Inspector, among the people, to his loss of popularity cou- 
sequcnt ou his acccptuacc of the oliice. 

The reader will probably conclude with the writer, that the meetings | 
on the subject of the excise laws, and the resolutions passed in them, were ' 
not among the primary causes which led to the insnrrectiuu, as set forth \ 
by Secretary Hamilton, but the effect of the unpopular excise laws. The ' 
resolutions were nothing more than the strong expression of the popular 
sentiment| instead of the discontent being the work of demagpgnes by 
speeches and public meetings.'' There is a lelaotance in the rulers or 
public agent to admit that the discontent rises spontaneously among the 
people, instead of being manufactured for them — because the eontraiy 
would naturally, raise a presumption against the former. There is no 
doubt that Mr. Gallatin took an active part in some of the meetings eon- 
vened to remonstrate against the excise laws, and to petition for their re> 
peal, and that he thereby incurred the dtspleasure of the Secretary of the 
Treasury and the Federal party. But he had a right to do what he did in 
the exercise of his privilege as a citiaen^ without incurring thevresponsi- 
bility of actual violation of law afterward committed by others. Who 
would dare to remonstrate against an odious law, if the remonstrance 
might possibly be followed by unlawful acts of others, who should trans- 
cend the bounds of that, remonstrance '/ In this case, there would be 
nothing left to the people but silent submission and passive obedience 1 
Instead of being masters of the govermuent, the government would be. 
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their master. It is only a matter of astonisliment to the writer, that be 
finds himself compelled to assert this uuquGstionablo right, in opposition 
to the manifest tendency of the doctrine put forth by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and the Federal party of that day. Findley's remarks on this 
subject may be quoted with propriety : " On the ground of discretion," 
says he, these resolutions were censurable, and were in fact heartily dis- 
approved by many who disliked the excise law?*. That they were not con- 
trary to law, is aoknowledged by the Secretary himself, who informs us of 
pfoearing testimony, in order to prosecute the persons who composed the 
committees, but he adds, that the Attorney Qeneral did not think it action* 
able I -There is no donbt that it is mornlly wrong in many oases, to refuse 
ebarity or assistanoe to any of oar fellow-men, when their neceBsities re- 
qnire it; bnt these duties being of imperfeot obligation, we are only res- 
ponsible to onr own oonsoienoe for the proper disoharge of them. There 
are no donbl peisons in sodety, whose manners are so disagreeable as to 
justify us in. refusing tXL fellowship with them; and where the excise law 
is almost universally belieTed to be unjust and oppressive, men of this 
deseription will be foiftid pretty readily among the exeise offioers. Indeed^ 
this obsenratiott need not be restricted to persons so situated; it oorresponds 
with the sentiments of the people generally, where excises have been long 
established. Their resolutions were, however, censurable on the u'rouud of 
policy. They disgusted those members of Congress that would otherwise 
have been disposed to have eased, if not fully relieved them, from their 
grounds of complaint ; and they offended the citizens at large, who had 
sympathized with them. In short, they undoubtedly caused less respect 
to be paid to their petitions." We may also record in this place, the ob- 
servations of Mr. Gallatin in his speech on the Western Insurrection ; " For 
by attempting to render office contemptible, they tended to diminish that 
respect for the ezeention of the laws which is essential to the maintain* 
ance of a free government ; but whilst I feel regret at the remembrance, 
iibough no hesitation in the open confession of that my onfy poiUieal nm, 
[sustaining the resolutions of the Fittsbuigk meetbgof 1792 J let me add 
iJiat lihe blnme ought to ftU wheie it is deserved." 

On ihe oiher hand^ the unqualified oensnre on the part of the Secietary 
eannot be sustained. ^ These meetings," says he, *<oompoBed of very 
influential psfsons, and eonduotsd without modeiation or pmdenoe, an 
justly chargeaHe fis saBomei lehiick ha/oe Jrom Hme to Hum hem 
eommHUdt serving to give oonsistenoy to an opposition which has at 
length matured to a point that threatens the foundatioti of the government 
. and the Union, unless upeedily and efifectually subdued/' The teudoncy 
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of die ^eevetary's jootrine, we fepett, if to probiblt aU xemonfliMoe of 
any kind against any law or pnblio measure, under the penalty of being 
f^gaided ai reaponnUe for every partial aet of yidenoe tliat may be oom- 
nutted by indiTidnals smarting under a sense of oppression, while tbe real 
eause may be fouod in the unwise and unjust aots of the goyemment 
itself. To condemn the remonstrance because made without " prudence 
and moderation," is to set up a right on the part of the public ugeuU to 
judge of that prudence and moderation ; and it is not improbable that re- 
monstrance of any kind would be regarded by them as wanting in these 
desirable qualities ! The holding responsible the " influeptial men " who 
attended the meetings, goes on the idea that the masses take no part in 
them, but as they are acted upon by a few individuals ; a very great mis- 
take, but very natural in those who hold the people in a low estimate^ and 
donbt their capacity for self-government. This was the great error, or 
rather ''political sin^" of the Federal party. Whatever may be the fact 
in other oonntries, we are not willing to admit onr incapacity for self* 
government. Bnt we most allow for politioal pngress; had Secretaiy 
Hamilton lived to this day, he wonld not have maii|tained snch dootrinee. 

The legitimate eflbet of these rsmonstiances and petitions, notwith- 
standing the oondemnation of the Secretaiy, was to prodnoe varUim 
mAMlkJiiry amenAneiitf ofikt exdm Iowa, and whioh were recommended to 
Congress by the Seeretaiy himself; an admission that the complaints, if 
intempeiato, were not groundless. The last of the pnblio meetings, as 
already seen, was in August, 1792, and from that time until the riots of 
1794, there was a discontinuance of them, while in fact the law, notwith- 
standing occasional acts of violence, appeared to be gaining ground in the 
favor of the people. The larger distillers, as we have stated, were dis- 
posed to favor it, as it gave them a kind of monopoly of the business, 
compelling the smaller distillers — the farmers — to bring their grain to the 
larger distilleries. There was another reason why the more reflecting and 
influential citizens were disposed to disoourage such meetings ; this was in 
consequence of the wild revolutionary spirit which began to show itself 
in a certain olass, who began to entertain a thousand visionary and im- 
practicable expectations. Not content with lediess of real grievances, 
they thought of wild reforms tending to anarchy, snch as rendered the 
Repnblioans of Fiance unfit for any government bnt that of despotism. 
These visionaries invdghed against courts of justice, salaries, and in foot, i 



were at war with all restrainto of government whatever. These follies are I L 



the subject of the keen, jct philosophical satiie, of Mr. Biaehenridge, i% 
his work styled "Modem Ghivaliy," pnbliahed abont this period. A sort. 
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I of 6ooiety> or Mb, htd been establlelied a year or two before the inenr- 
reotion, wbieb met at tbe Mingo Greek meeting-boaee, wbere poliUoal 
subjects were discussed, and these diaorganinng dootrinea asBeited bj 

some. Although tbe excise laws were not directly assailed in tbe olub, 
yet it had the bad effect of lessening the respect for the government 
and the laws generally. A Democratic club had been established in the 
town of Washington a few mouths before the insurrection, but it had no 
effect in producing that event, notwithstanding the assertion of Hildreth, 
whose prejudices, and bigoted relation of these ocoureacesi should be 
ntterly disregarded.* 

Notwithstanding the cessation, during tbe two years, of those meetings 
deemed treasonable by the Secretary of the Treasnry, it is to be lamented 
that there were five or six unoonnected riots, or assaults on collectors, in 
different parts of the western eountiy, on account of the ezoise. Although 
of little imporfcanoe separately, yet when brought together, and spread on 
the same page by the Secretary, they assume a formidable appearance ; 
and this is ingeniously done to aggravate the ease of the insurgents. The 
object is to prove a oonneeted and conoertod notion, and a oombinalion of 
the whole people to xeeist, and even overturn the government) thus doing 
them great injustice. 80 far from these outbreaks being ascribable to 
the previous meetings, those meetings had the tendency of ropresstng all 
violent and irregular acts of opposition, by resorting to the legal modes of 
redress by remonstrance and petition. It is tbe opinion of Findley, and 
we incline to the same way of thinking, but without attaching any blame 
to the Federal administration — that if the government had shown a very 
small portion of that power and energy which afterward became neces- 
sary, the law could have been enforced by the judiciary, sustained by tbe 
influential citizens, and the majority of the people would have acquiesced.*'' 
A circuit court of the United States should have gone into the country, 
on the first resistance to any officer of the revenue ; or power should have 
been given to the State courts, which the people would have respected, 
although from fixed prejudice and habit disposed to hate the officers of 
the excise. The force of the State, or of the Union, should have been 
called out to repress in its infaney the spirit of illegal resistanoe. Bat 
above aU, the real and most cfying grievance should have been avoided — 
; that of canybg penona from their districts or counties, to be taken aeross 

♦Hildreth says that a similar societj, of which Mr Brackenridge was a member, 
was alto established In Pittsburgh ! No such society was established there, and 
Mr. Brackearidge never ivastk member of sndh a §ocieti/ anywhere. 
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the numntaiiM, to uifww suits or pniseoiitaoiis for disregud of the exoise ^ 
kw in not entering ihese stillsi or not paying the ezdse duties, suits 
aeosssaiilj followed hj rain on tooonnt of ihe expense. A law, inoh as 
we hm indioated, liad been enaeted, to go into operation in the month 
of June, 1794| only one montih before ihe oatbreak ; but while this law 
was nnder disooflsiony and only a few dajrs before it was signed, prooess as 
nsoal was iosned retimiable to Philadelphia; and it will appear that the 
serriee of this process was the immediate cause of the riots, which, to use 
the words of the Seoretaiy, threatened the foundations of the govern- 
ment and the Union."* 

Findley ventures the assertion, that it was by design on the part of 
Secretary Hamilton that the disaffection of the western people was per- 
mitted to ripen into open rebellion, in order that he might have an oppor- 
tunity of practicing on his favorite maxim, that the Federal government 
could not be considered as finally established until it proves that it could 
maintain itself by physical force ! That be should avail himself of the 
unfortunate occurrence for that purpose, is very probable, but the idea of 
his creating it with that view is inoredible. The assertion simply betrays 
the feelings of Findley toward Hamilton. This great man,was the leader 
of the high-toned seotion of the Federal parly, in opposition to the Demo- 
cratic, or Bepnblican party, and to the more moderate Fedeialists under 
John Adams. « Hamilton and his party lAe in &yor of a degree of energy, 
in the form and action of the government, incompatible wiih the habits 
and genins of the Amerieans, which cansed the downfkll of the Federal party 
hastened by the nnfortanate sedition and alien laws. It is the Hamilton 
party, those who iddliae his name, who haye incessantly labored to coyer 
tlie opposeis of the excise law in the West with lasting in&my, and are in 
the habit of denouncing them as brigands, rebek, banditti and robbers ! 
' Of this class of historians are Judge Wilkinson, Neville. B. Craig and 

* The first ill treatment given to an ezeisa officer tinder the Federal excise law, 
was in Chester county, but the rioters were prosecuted for the riot, convicted and 
punished severely by tlic State courts. On that occasion, the foreman told the 
Attorney General that he wat as much, or more, opposed to the excise law than the 
rioters, but would not suffer violations of the laws to go unpunished. Findley, 
Hist. p. 40. In 1792, Findley, then in Congress, wrote to tiio President, at the 
instanoe of Gov. Mifflin, and agam at that of the Attorney General of the United r 
States and of the Attomoy for the dittriot of PeoaijlvaDia, in rdatioii to the oase 
of Beer and Kerr; and hi tbese letters gave the q^nion, that if Bpeoial iesaions of 
the oonrt were held in the oountieBi the oovrts would he pioteoted, and eompetent 
jnioB fonad. VbtdHej, p. 273. 
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Hildretb, the latter eipeoUlij — whioh lendezs thorn aa aoiboxities on this 
sabject unsafe. 

We will now proceed to detail the cases of illegal opposition to the excise 
Urn, just alluded to. The finft was that of Bobert Johnston, collector for 
Washington and Allegbei^ ooontiefl. After outting hia hair, and tarring 
and feathering him, he waa oompelled to go home on foot. Ttda oeennod 
afe an ontHtf^the-iray plaoe on Pigeon oreek^ and waa the work of a email 
number of perBona of the lowest dw8i while there is no proof that it waa 
oonntenanoed or approred by any repntable penon in the neighborhood. 
This waa the time for the Fedend government to have taken aotive 
meaanrea^ and by a vigorooa pnraait of the ofendeia in the State oourta, 
to emah that bad apirit in ita birth. Inatead of thia, an agent waa dia- 
patobed to ascertain who were the leading individoab at certain meetinga 
for the lawful purpose of petition and remonstrance. 

The next case is that of Wilson, in another part of the county; a per- 
son somewhat disordered in intellect, who pretended to be an exciseman, 
was shamefully abused in consequence. Not long after, one Roseburg 
was tarred and feathered by some disorderly persons for speaking in favor 
of the law. In August, 1792, a Captain Faulkner, in whose house an 
office for the collection of excise had been opened, was attacked on the 
road by a ruffian, and threatened with having his house burnt if he did 
not oanae the office to be removed ; he accordingly gave public notioe that 
it waa no longer kept there. It would be unfair to consider theae nnoon* 
neeted oconrrencea aa proofs of the general dispoaition of the people^ 
although ingenioualy maiahaled and magnified for thepnipoae. 

In April, 1798, an anned part^ attacked the honae of Wella^in Fayette 
cooMkij, bnt did not find him at home. The attaok waa repeated in No- 
vember, and the aaaailanta oompelled him to give np hla oommianon and 
books, requiring him to pnbliah hia rengnation in two weeka or hate hia * 
hooae burnt. Aooording to Findley, amueh more aeriona deeign waa eon- 
oeiTod by a number of peraona in diaguise, to aeiie the Inapeetor himaelf , 
in the town of Waahington, where he waa expected to be. He had been 
apprised of their coming, and did not attend at the office.* 

James Kiddo and William Cochran, who had outered their stills, were 
first threatened, and thea attacked. The still of the latter was destroyed, 
his valuable mills materially injured, if not entirely ruined, and he was 
obliged to publish in the Pittsburgh Gazette, an account of what had 
happened, as a warning to others. An armed party broke into the house 
of John Lynn, where an office was kept^ after prevailiiig upon him. to 

«FiBdltj,p. 60. 
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oonM down stairs, they tied and tlueatened to hang him ; onioff hu bair, 
taif«d and fot^eni, wad awora bim not to disclose the mBMS of baa * 
nikaiay cr pmnH an escaiae oAoe to be kept in bia booae. 

In Jnne, 1794, aevenl aitadn were made on tbe offiee of WeDa^ wbo 
bad opened aft tbe boiue <tf Fbilip B^gviy in Weatmoiebuid eonnljy bnt 
tbej wen lepnlaed by tbe inmaftea. 

Tbeee weie doiMeaa xeroHnig onttagea, wbteb oannot be oondenned in 
language too ationg, and ongbt to baje been Tigonmaly proaeoated; but 
it wonid be vaiMt to bold tbe wbde population leapooaible fat aoli wbieb 
were diaapproved hy the great majority. Ooenrring in distant localities) in 
a thinly inhahited country, it was impossible for the well disposed, if so 
inclined, to have united to prevent their perpetration. Even in cities, 
where there is a strong police force constantly on foot, we see how diffi- 
cnlt it is to prevent the acts of lawless mohs. We might as well hold 
every peaceable citizen of the towns responsible for the burglaries and 
murders perpetrated within their limits. To say that the c^eneral hostility 
to the law was tbe cause of these outrages, is to deny all right of com- 
plaint^ or disoontenti or eyen the expression of conscientious opinion, aa 
reepeefai any law, however oppressive. The fault ia in the Legislature pass- 
ing law;^ revolting to tbe minds of the peoploi or in tbe ezeoatiTe branch 
in not seeing them ezeented at every hazard, snppreasing at onoe the fint 
faidieetiona of violent reaiitanee. It ia not tbe intention of the writer to 
defend, or even to make an apology fbr raeh acta, under any oironm* 
ataneea ; and eapedaUy at tbia more enH[|^itened period, wben tbe prin- 
eiplea of our iqae a cn tatiTe government ave ao mneb better nnderatood. 
Bi bdlding tbe acalea df jnatioe, it ia neceaaaiy to poiae tbem evenly and 
fidriy. Althongb tbe oonatitnent xeaerrea to bimaelf tiie right of remoa- 
atranoe, it cannot be too often repeated, that be ia bonnd in oonsoience, 
as well as on legal principle, to obey the law, and not oppose its execution. 
We go further, and hold, that he is not at liberty even to remain passive, 
if he means to do his duty as a good citizen, and has it in his power to aid 
in supporting the government. 

•The apology made by Mr. Brackenridge in his " Incidents," would be 
inadmissible at the present day, and goes as far in favor of the Western 
people, f ffy i/ears ago, as the most liberal view of the case will admit. 
" It will be conceded," said he, " that it was difficult for the common 
mind of tbia ooontiy to distinguish an attack upon the officer appointed 
to cany a law odious to them into exeoution, from that opposition under 
tbe stamp act of Great Britain, at a more early period. They could aee 
no di£Ference in the case of John Nevill and Zachariah Hood» tbe Stamp- 
Maater QeneiaL Tbe hw waa aaid to be gnevonain both oaaea; and tbat 
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was all they knew abouft ii In the case of the tea daty, alaOy tn oppod- 

• tion by foioe took plaoe, whioh is oelflbiatod to this day m amongst the 
tet aets of patiiotiBin. Oonld you expect an aeennte oonoeptioo of the 
distinotion whieh exiati T These aets being against hnpa that were void 
beoaose thej weie imeoiistitiitional, and tiiose being against a law, whieh, 
thongh imeqnal, is oonstitvtlonal ? It astonishes them to this day, that 
the authoiB of oar revolution from Qreat Britain, ehonld be eelebiated, 
and yet itXk of hanging those who were doing nothing more than op- 
posing what was wrong among themselTes I I know, to nee the ezpres> 
don of one of them, 'they thought in taking up arms to oppose the excise 
laws, they were "doing God a service.' * The language of humanity then 
would he, ^ forgive them, for they know not what they do." It is a hard case 
to punish when the mind is not criminal. The gradual improvement of 
education by public schools may inform the mass of the people, and cor 

.-^ect a mistake of principle." 

^ — ■^'^e reader will find that the Western riots, improperly called an insur- 
rection, were not instigated by hostility to the government of the United 
States, nor did they originate merely on aeooont of the excise on whiskey, 
but in a more exoosable motive the service of process on delinquent dis- 
tillers, who would in consequenee beeompelled to attend in Philadelphia, 
at tiie saorifioe of their farms and the ruin of their families. As the 
fiffmefs were also the disfeiUeie, it wss the only mode in whieh they eonld 
eany the piodiiee of their fields to market The tsking penons beyond 
seas for trial/' is one of the grievances eompluned of in the Beclaratioa 

[y^ of Independenoe^ and the idea of trial by the vieinage, is one of the instinets 
of Saxon and Ameriean liberty. Oat of about forty pieoepts, bat one re- 
mained to be served. The last was onfortanately served daring the hsrveety . 
thereapem in the field, vnder the free indolgenoe of whiskey, eommon at 
that season, sudden outbreak, as will be seen, was almost ezelnsively 
eonfined to the rural population of the vicinage, although like other con- 
flagrations, there was danger of embracing within it everything combus- 

* tible ; that it did not do this, was due to the wisdom and moderation of 
Washington, and to the patriotic exertions of influential individuals, who 
remained among the disaffected until the disturbance was quelled — not 
2y external or mUitari/ forcey but hy their own sense of duty. Never waa 
there greater injustice done to any people, than by the assertion that the 
so-called insurrection was put down by an army. Surely that people 
must command oar respect in a maoh higher degree, who possess within 
themselves the moral energy to restrain their own passbns, than those 
who have been xedaoed to obedienoe by the outward pressore of a militaiy 
fi»eel 
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NOTES TO CHAPTER I. 



•« The Neville Connection."— This cx- 
pnaAim is ued by N. B. Craig, a grand- 
con of .Qfn. Novillo, In a wovk ontUlod 
'«HiBtoi7 of Fitt8biii8h»" Imt oUeilj 
laudatory of that **ooBiieotioii." Thit 
• eonsisted of fonr wealthy families, mon- 
opolizing public offices, and closely unit- 
: ed in interest and relationship. The re- 
I fiectinj; mind will rcftdily perceive the 
powerful influence that such a combina- 
tion must possess, in advancing their oum 
I fartunety or in oraabing any iinglo indi- 
; vidnal who nd|^t be to nnlbrtanato as 
to inoor their onmity. It woold bo ftlt 
avw in a large oommiukity, and mnoli 
9MHre in a small Tillage of twelve or fif- 
teen hundred inhabitants. The public 
spirited lawyer who should brave this 
enmity, in the defense of the rights of 
the citizen, would run no small risk, 
especiallj at that more aristocratic 
period of oar Bepublio, half a oentory 
ago. At present, it is the demoera^ 
vliieh psedoaiinatse ; than, it was the 
aristoerasy whleh raled. We proceed to 
extract from the work of N. B. Oraig 
his ncconnt of the beads of these fami- 
lies, accompanying it with such remarks 
as may be deemed necessary : 

"Presley Neville, the only son of 
John Neville, (the Inspector,) married 
the daughter itf Qen. Morgan, and Isaae 
Craig aanied theonty sister of Predey. 
John NofUlo, as Judge WUldason states, 
was a man of great wealth tot those 
days. He was the descendant of a lad 
who at a very early day was kidnapped 
in England and brought to Virginia, and 
who subsequently accumulated a good 
property there. John Neville was a 
man of good English education, of plain 
bhtBt mannsrs, a pleasant companion. 



and the writer well recollects how eager- 
ly ha listened to his weU-raiated aneo- 
dotes, and how by his manner he oonld 
ghro interest to trilling inddents. Ha 
was bom on the head waters of the Oco- 
qnan river, Virginia, on the direct road 
ftrom "Washington's paternal estnte to 
Winchester and Cumberland, and the 
residence of his father is laid down in 
Spark's map illustrative of the 'opera- 
tions in Virginia' during the war of 
176^ Jiam ttis olreanistaace, proba- 
bly, it was that ha beoame an early ae- 
qnaintsaoe of Wasiiington, boHi of whom 
were abont the ssme age, and thus 
with the ardor of a young man he en- 
gaged in Braddock's expedition. He 
subsequently settled near Winchester, 
in Frederick county, where for some 
time he held the office of sheriff. Prior 
to 1774 ho had made large entries aad 
punihaaeo of lands on Chsrtien ereel:» 
then supposed to be in Virginia, and was 
abont to remore heta wlien the tronblea 
b^an. He was eleeted jn that year a 
delegate from Augusta county, that is, 
from Pittsburgh, to the Provincial Con- 
vention of Virginia, which appointed 
George Washington, Peyton Randolph, 
and others to the first Continental Con- 
gress, but was prevented by dohness 
flroB attending. SobseqiienttotheBeT. 
olntion, he was a member of the So^ 
preme Bzeontifa Connoil of Penn^yha- 
aia. Presley Neville, his son, was an 
accomplished gentleman, having receiv- 
ed the best education the country could 
j afford ; was a good classical and French 
scholar ; had served throughout the 
ReTolution, part of the time as aid to 
Lafayette. He and hte flilfaer had to> 
gethsr a prinosly estate on Chartien 
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creek, besides large possessions else- 
where ia Virginia, Ohio and Kentucky. 
He had also large expectations from his 
father-in-law. But unfortunately for 
the comfort of his latter days, his heart 
«M tenfold lairgar thftn Us eit»t« and 
•U his ezpeotfttimif. Ja, noentlj look- 
ing oTor lOBM old U/Hbm from Idm, 
written whik he was yet in ezUe, and 
wldlo the ashes of Us fl^ther's destroyed 
mansions, and bams, and stables, and 
negro huts, were yet warm, I wfts struck 
with the following kind-hearted expres- 
sion : * The prisoners arriyed yesterday, 
'sad were, by the ostentation of Gen. 
•WUte, paraded through tho diffureat 
<ports of tbo dty (PhilwislpUs). They 
*]isd piooos of paper in thesr hats to 
'distingoish them, and wore the appear- 
*ance of wrotohedness. I could not 
*help being sorry for them, although so 
•*well acquainted with their conduct.' " 

** Major Abraham Kirkpatrick, a 
Marylander by birth, a soldier of the 
KeTolution, as brave a man as drew his 
■word in tho struggle fiMr independenoo, 
of but ordinary English edneatioo, but 
of strong natlfo intollsol» Und and oUt- 
abrio, though rafihor 1^ fits and starts ; 
shrewd in argument, and so fond of it 
that he would rather change sides than 
let the discoBsion eease." This is the 
favorable side of his character, as given 
by his kinsman ; others spoke of him in 
Tery different tenm; but a regard for the 
IboBngs of sorfivofs fnUds saying any- 
thing fMier. 

'•Iteao Cislg, [the ikthor of N. B. 
CMg,] an Irishnmn, bom near Hills- 
borough, in the county DoTor, of repu- 
table Protestant parents, as certified in 
a paper in my possession, emigrated to 
Philadelphia in 1767, where he carried 
on hia trade of honsejoiner until the 
commencement of the Revolutionary 
war. Ho was then appointed, by the 
■atiiori t ios of Pcnn^ylTania, a Captiun 



of Marines, and as such in the sloop-of- 
war Andrew Doria, Capt. Nicholas Bid- 
die, sailed in Commodore Hopkins' squad- 
ron, along with Paul Jones, Barney and 
others, to the Isle of New ProTidenee, 
in tho West Indios» where thoy sdsod, 
and bron^t ssfbly homo^ ft large amonnt 
of arms and mvnitioas of war, then 
much needed. Soon after liIs return he 
received an appointment as captain in 
Proctor's regiment of artillery, juft in 
time to be present at the capture of the 
Hessians at Trenton. Subsequently he ^ 
was in the battle of Princeton, lirandy- 
wine and Germantown, and about tho 
time of Broadlioad's ospodition up tiio 
Alleglieqy, aoeompaaiod Qon. Snllinm'a 
expedition np tho Susquehanna against 
the hostile tribes of the Six Nations. 
He was then ordered to Pitteboigh, which 
after the war he made his home. He 
was but of common school education, but 
having a good mind for mechanics and 
mathematics, had in these branches ad* 
ded largely to his school acquirements, 
andwasat an early dayasMfaW^ffts - 
^SMriMHi PkOMOphkal SwtttifJ' 

So hr, Ifr. .Oraig ; it is now my turn 
to make soms remarks on tho fmtgoHng. 
First, as to Major Craig, his son might 
as well have omitted the circumstance of 
his being a member of the Philosophical 
Society, to which he had so little claim 
that it has been incorrectly supposed 
that the author of *' Modern Chivaliy" 
Imd Ids ease in tiow in that work. An 
an individual he bom a respeotaUe dmr^ 
aeter, altiumgh olaanish, and fhr ftom 
liboval in his opinions. 

As to the letter of GoL Prosloy Neville, 
on the subject of the prisoners marched 
through the streets of Philadelphia with 
papers in their hats with the word "In- 
surgent," this wotild have been bad 
enough after convietioUf but in tho case 
of mnoeeni men, as those proTod to bo, 
it was ft ahooking oatrago, whieh oan 
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fearoelj be eonoelfed •i pmeiit day. 
Neville B. Ciaig ia • grett stiolcler fbr 
daUu ead fnth irhm fhegr tnit liie pnr- 
poee, and eqfiially reoklew ef tlieni, when 

thej do not. In the newspaper oontro- 
yersy between him and the nuthor, he 
announced in the most triumphant man- 
ner that he had detected him in an im- 
portant error of fact. It was in refer- 
cnoe to a oontribation of whiskey on 
tome oeeaalon, wUeh the snlher men- 
ttoned aa vtjhe hunAa, Whieh Craig after 
minute reieaveh dlaeoreied waa only of 
four. But here, in respeet to Col. Ne- 
Tille's letter, he has been guilty of a 
gross misrepresentation, which he cor/ld 
not but havr knoirn to be such. Why did 
he not give the date of the letter which 
he states heXound among the letters of 
Col. Neville t The reason is, it would 
haye ahown the ftnot, that he wot not in 
what Craig denominates exHe, at the 
time of writing that letter. He had 
been restored to his home in triumph, 
by his father-inplaw» and he was then in 
Philadelphia as a member of the Legis- 
lature, and at a tcitnes,i againi^t (hf insur- 
gents. Col. Neville, who was a gentle- 
man, and possessed of humane feeling, 
does not say in that letter that the pris • 
oners had a hand in the aots of tiolenoe 
oommitCed, but merely: **I eonid not 
help being aony for them, Mmigh to 
«eS acquainted with their conduct,^ What 
conduct ? It is impossible to extend 
this allusion further than to their oppo- 
sition to the excise law, for two obvious 
reasons: first, when brought to trial, 
there appeared to be nothing against 
them ; and secondly, when Col. Neville 
was oalled upon as a witaess^ he eonld 
•nege nothing against their condaet 
whieh was illegal I It was reserred fbr 
his uruertQMifow i^pA«w to say, that tiiey 
had been concerned in destroying the 
mansion of General Ne?ille, his stables, 
aegro hnts, Ac Craig is pleased to say, 



that **Br«dkenridge and Fbdlej hm 
both written ipoloytMfortiidr owneon* 
doot, which hare been looked npon aa 

histories." What apology can be made 
for their treatment of the injured pris- 
oners, marched on foot oyer the moun- 
tains, at an inclement season, driven ig- 
nominiously throujrh the streets, confin- 
ed in prison many months, and found at 
last to be not only innooent^ hnt meri- 
torious f Who were the parties diiefly 
oonoemed in this ontrage T A rigid in- 
qniry might possibly implioate a porttoD 
of the powerful "NeriQe eonnection.'* 

If it reqtures an apology for having 
labored to induce the people to submit 
to the government, and having exerted 
themselves as mediators and peacemakers 
between them, the histories referred to 
are very effeetoal and unanswerable rin- 
dicatioBs. In doing this, they were 
neoessarily eompelled to implieate oth* 
vBf who would ^adly apoli^lse for thsir 
acts, if the truth of history would pemnlt. 

Col. Presley Neville pouessed many 
eotimnble qualities. He was incapable 
of any mean act, but from the cabalistic 
influence of the "Neville connection," 
sometimes witheld his disapprobation of 
acts which his better nature eondemned. 
He had much ef the eayaller wHmA him, 
and not a littie ef the Iklse pride attend- 
ing it; at the same time^ he possessed the 
lofty feelings whieh ehaiaeterise the Vir- 
ginia gentleman. It is unfortunate that 
in his habits he was indolent, was a mere 
man of pleasure, having no occupation, 
yet by no means addicted to any vice. 
Ho wanted what the French express by 
the word cKaractere. In his early life he 
undertook to study law, under my father, 
but after six mouths abandoned it^ and 
gate aa his reason, that the profiBasion 
of the law waa not an occupation /fj'br a 
gentlemmt His mode of Ufing was ex- 
pensive, never undertaking anything to 
render his fine landed estate more pro- 
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daotiT«, or to offset any inqurofoment; 

the consequence tfbs, that he was eateu 
out of house and home bj eervauts and 
retainers, and persons to whom he ex- 
tended his hospitality, too often mispla- 
ced. The writer knew him when in his 
higlMSt prosperity, and law him in. his 
old age, when greaUj reduced in hit cir- 
oumstanoei, and thought Mm in the lat- 
t«r condition a vioer and bettor man 
than ho had oror hoon in hio most pros- 
perous state. It was, perhaps, his mis- 
fortune that he was the inheritor of 
wealth. The contrast between him and 
the other members of the "connection," 
was very great. Every one esteemed and 
admired him, while towavd the others a 
different feeling prevailed. 

His f!ather» although ponoBBod aS some 
good qnaUtioBy eaoh as hoapitoUty, fte.» 
was a very different charaoter. He was 
conning, Tindiotive and selfish, iiis 
grnnd-on has made some eulogistic ex- 
tracts from a pamphlet published by a 
Judge Wilkinson, wliich we will insert in 
this place. Who was this Judge Wilkin- 
son? Craig endeaTore to leaTO the im- 
preetdon that he was some grme jtudkM 
fimctionaryt who had liTod hia nai|^bor, 
and who^ therefore, apoko f^om a peraonal 
knowledge ! He was a boy of Hve or six 
yean old when he lived near NoTille — 
he removed to New York — there grew up, 
became u Justice of the peace, was called 
Judge, aud v>ioie his pamphlet about the 
Western luburrection I That he way 
very imperfectly acquainted with the 
**lffeTiUe connection," will appear from 
tho following^traet from Oiaig'a book : 
•*Hia kind heart had not changed in the 
half century which had elapaed between 
the destruction of the property and the 
writing his account of it ; but his mem- 
ory, or his information of the family 
relations, was not so faithful as the 
kindness of his heart. John Neville was 
not the brother-in-law of Qeu. Morgan, 



nor the father-in-law of Major Kirk- 
patrick. John Neville and Abraham 
Kirkpatrick married sisters of the name 
of Oldham, of as sound and true >Vhig 
family as any in the country." It is high- 
ly probable that Judge Wilkinson was no 
better informed on the other topics on 
which ho writoa. Mr. Graig inteoducaa 
aovenl oactracta fsom. tho work. Haao 
ia one of them: ** John Heville a man 
" of deserved popularity, was appointed 
" ooUaetor for Western Pennsylvania ; he 
" was one of the few men of great wealth 
''who had put his all at hazard in the 
"cause of independence. Besides his 
''chiims aa a soldier and a patriot, he 
** had contributed greatly to tho veliaf of 
^^tktt^ff^mnff9oUUn, [HowT] If any 
"man oooM have ezccated thia «diMu 
**la», Ctoa. Nerillo waa the man. Ho 
** wa8 the brother-in-law of the dia> 
"tinguished Qen. Morgan, and father- 
-in-law to Majors Craig and Kirk- 
" Patrick, officers highly respected in 
«« the western country." It would cer- 
tainly not be consistent with trutii to 
place Qen. Neville on a footing with 
Gamdl or Hancock, with reapoot to the 
riak of fortnno; for NoTille'a fortune, 
conawting of zoeentiy approprhiitad 
lands, worth at the conunencemoLt of 
the Revolution a few cents an acre, in 
all probability he ran less risk of injury 
than he had chance of pecuniary advan- 
tages by the Revolution. Wilkinson 
says in another place ; " Ue accepted the 
*' appointment (of Inspector) /rem aaflu» 
" of duty to hU MMlry. Beaidea Gen. 
"NoTiUe^a olaima aa a aoUjier and a 
••patriot^ lie had contiibnted greatly to 

relievo the sufferings of the settlers in 
"his vicinity. He divided hit last loaf 

with the needy ; and in a season of more 
"than ordinary scarcity, as soon as his 
"wheat was sufficiently matured to be 
" converted into food, he opened his fields 
" to those who were suffering with hunger.'* 
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of scarcity does WUldiiaoa aUnde tot 
XJl* neighbors of Neville were all culti- 
Tators of the soil, 'where land could be 
got for a trifle, and if their crops failed 
the General's would have failed ab^o. 
The misfortune was, that they had a 
surpluM fw which they had no market, 
taeetlMMiiseof llM6BeiMvlotil Bat 
!b tratb, th«re nerw mm andh » thing 
an entire ftOvre of eropein tlielhiit- 
ftd regi^ round the head of tiii Ohio ; 
it was » thinly inhabited, gloriolu iroody 
park, stocked with game of every de- 
scription; deer and turkeys could be 
had merely for tho trouble of shooting 
them. As to the patriotism of accepting 
a lucrative ofEloe, it ia absurd to suppose 
that Nevllli mui men patrfollo la aooept- 
iag thsD uj other, iraliini it be ahown 
that it intolved a iMriflee nhioh no 
otiier oompeteat person was willing to 
make. We have leen in the text that 
his acceptance was a positive injury to 
the cause of the excise, for the reason 
that it involved a dereliction of the cause 
of the people, who had confided in him 
as their representative; and for the 
finrtiher reason, that lie had been opposed 
to eseiee lawi, as well as liie ntifiibon, 
who yvj aatofally condnded that he 
was aotnated in hia deaertion aoMiy by 
the prospect of personal entolnment. 
Wilkinson's eulogistic notice mast be 
taken as a rhetorical flourish, very 
agreeable to the Nevilles, but not exactly 
in conformity with rigid historic truth. 
Let all just praise be given^ avoiding 
exaggeration. Aa to Qananl Neville 
iltariH0 ki§ kut loqf, it naj be aaked on 
what oeeaaioa wan the wealthy Neville 
rednoed iohukut lottff The writer of 

this was born in the nei|^kb0iril0Od Of 
the Nevilles, had much better opportu- 
nities of personal acquaintance with this 
subject than Jmlge Wilkinson, and never 
heard of these marvelous acts. In these 
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tralta of benanralaioe^ tho Norilloa were 

quite as good, bat not aiqperior, to many 
of their neighbors, who were equally 

humane and public spirited, but whoso 
descendants have not thought neoesaaxy 
to emblazon their charitable acts. 

liut the Nevilles were regarded in a 
different' point of view by others, and 
here boom extiaota will be nado fton 
tiie LNidenta vi tho Weaton Inauxoo- 
tioB,** loaiFiog the reador to take thaat 
for what they are worthy Tho anthflr 
of the Incidents relates a conversation 
between him and one Miller, a /armor 
and diatiller, iu whoso field during the 
harvest the first outbreak luuk place, 
a narrative so characteristic that ii car- 
ries een^tioii with it, and throws niieh 
light on tiko oanaea of tho inanrvootioii. 
«*Tho Fedflval shoriff, said he» [tho llar- 
shal,] was reading the writ, andQeneral 
Neville on horseback in the lane, where 
he called to the sheriff to make haste. 1 
looked up and saw a party of men run- 
ning across the field, as it were to head 
the bheriff". Hesetutl ■vvith General Ne- 
ville, and when they got to the head of 
the lane tho people fired upon them. 
That night it waa oooeliided we ahould 
go on to Norillo'a and tako him and the 
marshal. I felt qjaelf mad with paa- 
sion. I Uiought two hundred and fiflgr 
dollars would ruin me ; and to have to go 
to the Federal court in Philadelphia would 
keep me from going to Kentucky this fall 
and I was getting ready. 1 felt my blood 
boil at seeing General Neville along to 
pilot the sheriff to my very door. He 
had bean agalnat tho enoiao law aamuoh 
aa any bodj. When old Chcaham, the 
exoiae man, waa oatohed and had hia 
hair oat off, I heard General MovHIo him- 
aelf say they ought to have cut ofi' the 
ears of the old rascal ; and when the 
distillers were sued some years ago for 
fines, he talked as much against it as 
I anybody, lint he wanted to keep in the 



Digiiizeti by LiOO^lc 



irasmir insu&beoiion. 



AMtmUj then. Bat whentvir h« got an 

«Ar of the office himself, he took it. I 
am a relation of Kirkpatriok, his mother 
and my mother were sisters ; I was 
always for General Neville in his elec- 
tions, and it put me mad to aee him 
coming to ruin me." 

The auM mitv nktes, thtt in » 
oonTenali«n with CoL Pmlej NerQle^ 
b« Mid to him: "It Si kaown tliit 
fbM ywt filhir Moepted th« ofioo joa 
me oonsnlted, and advised the aooept- 
anoe. It is known that application haa 
been made to you to adrise your father 
to resign ; you have said no ; u-ould any 
of them resign an ojHce of such value ?" 
It would be superfluous to saj any thing 
ftirther respecting the preposteroQS 
•Iftim ef enlted p wnt e a riom in Mcept- 
ing the offiee. Snoii a ehdm as 
wen be nuide Sn Ikvor of the otlMM of 
flie "oonnection/' on account of the 
appointments held by them. Major 
Craig wftR United States Quarter-Master, 
a lucrative post, which gave him in- 
fluence and the command of money — 
Major Kirkpatrick was Commissary, and 
CoL Nevillei Brigade Inspector, and mem- 
ber Of the AieeBBftl7* 

Iwto w / w ^ te S m k H i mt ^'JSkt tot of 
Uioee feeolatlom ogeinit fho United 
Steteo iieise laws, and which resolutions 
were characterized by the Secretary of 
the Treasury as intemperate, is as follows : 

*'At Pittsburgh, the 7th of September, 
1791, the followiDg gentlemen appeared 
from the counties of Westmoreland, Fay- 
ette and Megheny, to take into eonaider* 
•Hen an Act of Ccngreear lajing dntiea 
upon apirita diatiUed witUn tlio United 
States, passed the 8d of March, 1791. 

"For Westmoreland county, Nehemiah 
Stokely and John Young, Esquires ; for 
Washington county, Col. James Marshall, 
Rev. David Phillips and David Bradford, 
Esquires; for Fayette Qwuit^, Edward 



Geek, liatiMBiel Bndiy and Jelin Oli- 

phant, Esquires; for Allegheny county, 
CoL Thomas Morton, Jolin Wood% Esq. 
and William Plumer. 

*« Edward Cook, Esquire, was TOted in 
the chair, and Jolin Young appointed 
Secretary. 

**Bnol»0d, ThaX haying conndored Iha 
Intra of tiio Into Oongress, it ia oar opinien 
thnt in » yvf ahort timo liaaty atridaa 
hate bean laado to all that la n^|aat and 
oppressive. We note partiicn]§ity tlm 
exorbitant salaries of officers, the unrea- 
sonable interest of the public debt, and 
the making no discrimination between the 
original holders of public securities and 
the tranferrees, contrary to the ideas of 
natural joatiee in aanottoning an adran* 
tage wUch was not in tko oontenplaticB 
of tka pacliy Untaelf to reeeire^ and con- 
Itaiy to tbo nnudoipal Inw of moat nn* 
tions and onra paHloalarly, the carrying 
into effect an unconscionable bargain, 
where an undue advantage has been ta- 
ken of the ignorance or necessities of an- 
other; and also contrary to the interest 
£Uid happines of these States, being sub- 
Torsive of industry by common means, 
vhen men aeem to make Mnnaa bj 
tbo fortoitona ooioamnoe of (dronmatan- 
oea, lather than by eeonomie, lirtoona 
and nsefol employment. What is an evil 
still greater, the constituting a capital of»' 
nearly eighty millions of dollars in the 
hands of a few persons who may influ- 
ence those oTOasionally in power to 
evade the Constitution. As an instance 
of this, already taken place, we note the 
aot eatabtiahing * Nnticnal Bank on tfao 
doctrine of impUeation, bnt more eepe- 
dally, wo boar teatlmeny to whnt ^ n 
baae oAqpring of tiie ftmding system, the 
excise law of Congress, entitled, ' An Act 
laying duties upon distilled spirits with- 
in the United States, paased the 3d of 
March, 1791.* 

^'MetQLvtd, That the said law is deser- 
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^•dlj obiioii«iit to tibt fMUifi Hid iattr- 
«ttt of flM peoflo irn geiMn], m Mng 
•tteiided with uAiagoBieDtt on liberty, 
partial ia ita operations, attended with 
great expense in the collection, nnd lia- 
ble to muoh abuse. It operates on a 
domestic manufacture, a manufacture not 
equal through the States. It is insulting 
to the feelings of the people to have their 
yoaoete muM, houses paintad and n»- 
aaekad, to ho aal^aot to litfoABtn gain* 
iag hj tho oooaaional do1iiiqiioB<7 of 
othora. It la a bad preoedont> twdiag 
to introduce the excise laws of Great 
Britain, and of countries where the lib- 
erty, property, and eyen the moral.*? of 
the people are sported with, to gratify 
particular men in their ambitioas and 
interested measorei. 

**St§olvtdt That in Che opiaion of thia 
omBBiittoo tho dntiea impooad by tho aaid 
aot on apiiita diatUlod from tho produeo 
of tho soil of tho United Statea^ wiU 
•rontually discourage agriculture, and a 
laa&ufacturc highly beneficial in the pres- 
ent state of the country. That those 
duties which fall heavy, especially upon 
the western parts of the United States, 
wlkioh are, for the most part, newly set- 
tlod, and whero tho aggregate of tho 
dtiiena ia of tho labociooa and poorer 
elaaa, who haTo not tho moans of proear- 
ing the wines, spiritnow li^wra^ fto., 
imported from foreign oonntriee. 

Resolved, That there appears to be no 
substantial difTerence between a duty on 
what is manufactured from the produce 
of a country and the produce in its nat- 
ural state, except, perhaps, that in the 
firat inatanoo tho artido ia more deaetr- 
ing of the aneonragement of wise legiala^ 
tion, aa promotiTO of indmtcy, the popu- 
lation and atrength of the ooantry at 
large* The exoise on home-made spiritu- 
ous liquors, affects particularly the rais- 
ing of grain, especially rye, and there can 
be no solid reason for taxing it more 



than any other arttde of the growth of 
the Umied States. 

"Betolved, That tiie foregoing repre- 
sentations be presented to the Legislature 

of the United States. 

Eenolved, That the following remon- 
strance be presented to the Legislature 
of Pennsylvania. 

**RMolvedf That tho following address, 
together with the whole proooedings of 
this oommittea, whieh ware nnanimoady 
adopted, be printsd in the Pittabnrgh 
Gazette." 

Signed by order of the committee. 

Ed-wahii Cook, Chairman. 

In August, 1702, another meeting was 
held at Pittsburgh, and the following 
resolutions were adopted : 

**Tliat whereas, some men may be 
ieiuid amongst xa, so fhr loot to every 
88080 of idrtoor ood feelings for the 
distreaaea of tikeir eonntry, aa to aooept 
the oflBce of collector of the duty. 

*'RuobMd, Therefore^ that in Ihtnre 
we will rnp^Jidcr such persons as unwor- 
thy of our friendship, have no intercourse 
or dealings with them, withdraw from 
them every assistance, withhold all the 
comforts of life which depend upon those 
dntiea that aa men and foUoW oltiiena 
we owe to eaeh other, and npon aU oo-, 
oadona treat them wi^ timt oontea^t: 
they d eee r r e ; and that it be; and it ia 
hereby most earnestly recommended to 
the people at large, to follow the aame* 
line of conduct toward them." 

These resolutions, with those adopted 
on former occasions, are enumerated by 
Secretary Hamilton 'among the causes 
of tho inanrreetion. This was attach- 
ing too mnoh imporlanoe to them, and 
aa was atated by CoL He^c^ the oppo- 
sition to the excise law did not seem, 
greater after their passage than before 
it. The first resolutions, although badly 
worded, give a fair expression of the 
popular feeling, . and certainly do not 
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exeeed tlie Um'tts of lawAil MnoiutranM. 
The seeondt two years before the insar- 

rectioTi, are intemperate, and rather cal- 
calated to do harm to the authorsi than 
to injure the gOTernment. 

Lj/nn*i Cbie.— The difliNmt muuiw Id 
whieh the saiiM ooearreaee maj be rela- 
ted bj different pereons, mfty be seen by 
oontrMting the Mooimt of this effidr, m 
giren by Secretary Hamilton, in his re> 
port of August, 1794, and that of D. 
Carnahnn, afterward President of Prince- 
ton College, who writes from personal 
knowledge. The following is the state- 
ment of the Secretary: 

'•About midnight oa the ftth of Jnnc, a 
iroinber of pereone, ermed and painted 
• blaek, broke into the house of John Lynn, 
where the office was kept By prom- 
ises of safety to himself and his house, 
they treacherously got him into their 
power, when they seized and tied him, 
threatening to hang him. They curried 
him to a retired part of the neighboring 
woods, and there after cutting off his hair, 
and tarring andfeatiieriDg him, they com* 
peUed him to swear that he wonld nerer 
illow his house to be used again as an 
(^Boe, nerer egain to Jiave ai^ ageney 
in the excise and never to disclose their 
names. After this they bound him 
naked to a tree and It ft him in that sitna- 
■tion UU the morning, wiieu he succeeded 



in extricating himsiill Not content wikli 
this, the rioters came again, pulled down 
part of his house, and compelled him to 
become an exile from his own homo." 

The other account differs from the 
above, as the reader will see. The 
first aots of violeiMse were done to the 
deputy inspectors, men generally of low 
oharaoter, who had Yery little sen^bili- 
ty» and who were williii^ for tiie paltij 
emolument of the offioe» to incur the 
censure and contempt of their fellow 
citizens. These sub-excise men were 
seized by thoughtless young men, and 
received a coat of tar and feathers, more 
through sport than from deliberate de- 
sign to oppose the law. Of seTeral eases 
of this kind whieh oeoorred, I shsU men- 
tion one, whieh in part fell under my 
notice. About the last of June or iirst 
of July, 1794, John Lynn, a deputy in- 
spector, residing in Canonsburg, AVash- 
ington county, was taken from his bed, 
carried into the woods and received a 
cofit of tar and feathers, and he w.is left 
tied to a tree, but so loosely that he could 
easily extrieate himself. He returned 
to his house, and after undergoing an 
ablation witii grease and soap, and sand 
and water, he exhibited himself to the 
boys in the academy and others, and 
laughed and made sport of the whole 
matter." — Carnahan, p. 120. 
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OHAPTEB IL 

POPVLAm OOTBUAK ATTACK OV THI KAKHAL — DMTBUOnOH OF VBTIUB'S 
HOVSI—- ALAM n PttTSBUBOK— XSOAP* OV TEM HAXBHAL AXD IVBFSCTOB. 

Hitherto the opposition to the excise only mnnifehted itself in the 
general dissatisfaction with the law, and occasionally in unoonneoted acts 
of resistance and violenoe by indiTiduals, bnt within the control of the 
ordinary administration of jnstiee. We now enter upon the relation o£ 
those more extensive and seriona riots which have been dignified with the 
name of insuneotion/' After the most careful investigationi and the 
lapse of half a eentnryi there has been no evidence adduced that a single 
individnal had any settled demgn to make war against the government, 
for the parpoae of overturning it ; mr that the great hody of the people had / 
any other aim in their nnpremeditated videnoe, than to cause a repeal of ^ 
what they regarded aa an oppressive and unequal law ! It does not even 
appear that their ordinary civil magistrates had heen prevented from 
exercising their functions, or that the judges, justices of the peace and 
executive officers throughout the four western counties, had been abso- 
lutely superseded, even in the case of the excise law, although for a time 
the laws appeared to be silent. No people, we repoat, were ever more 
habitually, and even religiously, obedient to the law and magistrates than 
the people of Western Pennsylvania; and yet they did not consider it 
immoral f or treasonable, to resist in every way a particular law by " in- 
temperate resolutions/' and even by direct acts of violence. They had 
before them the example of their British ancestors, in Hampden, Orom* 
well and Pym, and more recently in the patriots of the Kevolution, who 
encoontered the stamp excise by intemperate resolntions/' and other 
odioas measoies of the British government^ by violence, both ope& and 
diflgoised. Dnrtng two years, they caiiied on a bloody war with the 
British sovereign, before taking the revolntionaiy step of their Bedara* 
tion of Independence. It is tme, the ciy of treason had been raised 
against them ; bnt were they traitors f No ; and their enemies were com- 
pelled to re&ain from treating them w sooh.. It is also tme that the case 
el those whose history I am about to relate, was different from that to 
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vUeh I httfe aUnded; Hhtiy vera lining under a gOYemment of tiior own 
ehoiooy under a conatitnibn wMhh. they had sanetioned, end under lawe 
made by iheir own vepreeentatiTea. Bat let it be remembered that iheae 
eitablifllimente were zeoent ; that old habits and ofonions do not ohange 
raddeoly, and although the ednoated and intelligent pert of the eom^ 
munitj understood the difference, the great body of the people had not 
yet beeu Lminc d to the new system and to tlie new ideas. It ia also cer- 
tain that those in authority had likewise something to learn and correct 
in their views of government^ — especially in their ideas on the subject of 
treason and sedition, which they retained as a part of the dross of mon- 
ftrchy, not yet purged away by the purer workings of republican institu- 
tions. The law of treason, as laid down by Chief Justice Marshall, on the 
trial of Aaron Burr, haa completely banished the constructive or implied 
gflbnse^ there can be no treason except that which is exactly de&ned by 
the constitution and the lawa ; the attempt to overthrow the goTemment 
itself, and not the mere opposition to particular laws or pnhlio agent!, 
although aocompanied by mob violence. Notwithalanding one or two 
eonTiotiona for treason, growing out of the Weatem riota, yety aeooflding 
to the preaent well eatabliahed doetrine, there was not a mn^ overt aot of 
tnaaonoommitted or proved; and were the same oases to be tried now, the 
more enlightened tribnnals of 'to-daj—Hnore enlightened^ at leaal^ on this 
mbjeot— wonld not hesitate to deeUrethe proseoations for tr e as on irawBi>> 
anted. It does not follow, beeaose it is thedotj of the historian thus to 
diffflr'**f"^i that he must approve the illegal acts ; bat they may be ie* 
dnced in degree from treason to high misdemeanor : at the aame time that 
the motive, or intention, may be weighed by him in estimating the moral 

( turpitude of the offense. The law constitutionally enacted, until it be 
constitutionally repealed, must be obeyed ; to suppose any higher law, or 

I moral obligation, capable of sanctioning disobedience, is nothing short of 

J anarchy. 

Major Lenox, the Marshal, (the Federal sheriff, as the officer wa.«? 
generally called,) arrived in Pittsburgh about the 14th of July, 1794, 
after having served all but one of the forty writs against delinquent di.«- 
tillera, and without having met the slightest insult or opposition. The 
last was against a person of the name of Miller, whose honse he passed, 
when he might have served the writ if he had thought proper; but nn« 
fbrtnnatelyy before doing this he proceeded to FUtahnrgh^ probably to 
make his report to the Inspeotor, Gen. Neville. The next day he le* 
tamed to MilWs in company with this gentleman, hnt afler serving the 
wri^ they were followed a party of sxmed men, and one gon was ft«d, 
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Imt without effect. It is probable that it was not the intention of the 
aflsailaots to injure them ; every one at that time was a marksman, and 
seldom went from home without his rifle, with which he could strike off 
the head of a equirrel or pheasant at pleasure. This occurrenoe took place 
in the midst of the harvest, which usaallj biought a number of persotlB 
together in every neighborhood. The time was regarded as a kind of 
Saturnalia, when liquor was finely drunk by those who assembled to assist 
each other in taking off the grain with tiie siokle, no speedier method 
Msg then in nse. WHh the blood ahready heated^ it la not sorprising that 
ihe additioMd (nronmstaaoe jnst related heightened the ezasperatioii. 
July may almeat be designated the reroltttionaiy month. It is possible 
that if the Marshal had gone alone, anoh was the habitna! defisrenoe to the 
iftipil anlihority, that no opposition wonld have been made ; bnt it waa a 
difierent matter ivhoi aooompanied by the ezoise oiBoer, tii^ own neigh- ^ 
bor, against whom the eoantry people had become incensed. - Neville 
was regarded in a different light from the Federal sheriff." There was 
a great contrast between his former professions and his thus piloting the 
officer to theii*fis/est;-'homes, for the purpose of serving writs which would 
lead to the certain ruin of the delinquents. His acceptance of an odious 
office, merely for the sake of the emolument, as it was believed, when he 
was already the wealthiest man in the West, had not only deprived him 
of his former popularity, but rendered hira an object of hatred. To this 
feeling of the people against the Inspector personally, has been a.scribed in 
some degree the violence against the law in his neighborhood, where the 
insurrection, if it may be so termed^ first broke out, and to which it was 
chiefly confined. 

After the oceirrenoe just related| the Maiahai returned to Pittsburgh^ 
and the Inspector to his house in the country, about seven miles from town. 
There had been on ihe same day at the Mingo Greek regimental rendei- 
vous, not fiff from the soene of tiie assault, an assembly of the regiment| iik 
order to form a seleet oorpa of militia^ as their quota of the dghty thousand 
men required by the act of Gongrcfls.* In the evening, when about to 
aeparate, they heard of the service of the writ on Miller by the Marshal, 
in company with the Inspector, and of his having been fired upon. A 
party was made up, (it does not appear whether it was with the knowledge 
of any but those who composed it,) headed by one Holcroft,*!" (a penMlU 

* This is no proof of any premeditated deaign to orertum the goyernment» 

certainly ! See Findley. 

f Holcroft was the suppnsed author of certain pasquinades, under the name of 
"Tom the Tinker;" they were in the nature of warnings to those who entered 
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of little note^) conristiiigof ihiity-riz otheiB, wlio went fluijneztnunniiig, 

July 16tb, with arms to the house of Geoeral Neville. It seems that 

being appreheDsivc of an attack he had been prepared, having armed his 
negroes. The assailing party, on being hailed, answering in a suspicious 
manner, were fired on from the house, and at the same time from the 
negro quarters ; the party fired in return, but being thus unexpectedly 
attacked from the quarters, they retreated, having aiz wounded, one 
mortiilly.* 

Whatever might be the causes which produced the popular state of 
mind, the Inspector was justifiable in defending his house when attacked ; 
but it is questiooed whether he was not blama])le in being the first to fire, 
without being made acquainted with the intentions of the party, and 
using eyeiy pveoaution to avoid this lamentable necessity. They were not 
Indians, or plunderers, or robbers. Perhaps bloodshed might have been 
avoided. Bat blood being onoe shed, it was not in the nature of things 
for the matter to rest here. Blood had been spilled, and ihe popnkee, 
wiihont stopping to reason, wonld be ezeited to renewed Tiolenoe. It is 
to be renuoked, that the mobs fiMmed by the oduntry popnlatiott differ 
from those of towns, where there is always more or less of the materials 
of whieh genuine mobs are composed ; a large proportion of saeh having 
no motive but the love of mischief. On tlus oooasion they were composed 
< of the mral population, aotoated by a sense of real or fjittcied injuries, 
: and mixed up with a smaller proportion of the dregs of society. We 
may take it for granted, that whatever may be the case with town mobs, 
the rising of the country people, especially so thinly scattered as it was in 
this quarter, furnishes a strong presumption of an honest, even if it be 
a mistaken, sense of injury and oppression. Those who are the primary 
; cause of such movementfi, prefer tracing them to the instigation of a few 

their stills under the law, that the Tinker would pay them a visit to mend, that, is 
to destroy them. The soubriquette became conspicaouB, but fioloroft himself was 
of no importance during the Whiskey Insurrection." 

* ** I desired him to give me the partioalan of the attack en Neve's house the 
first day. He did so ; he said they had about thirtynnz men with fifteen guns, 
six only in order. They found the General just got np ; after some words, he fired 
first. It was from the windows. A horn was blowing in the honse the time of the 
firing, 'Was the door open?' said I. 'It was/ said he. 'Why then did you 
not rush into the entry 'We were afraid,' said he, 'that he had a swivel or 
a big gun there.* 'The negroes,' continued Miller, 'by this timo fired out of 
their cabins upon our backs, and shot several ; and we got off as well aa we could.' '» 
—Incidents, 1. 122, Miller's statement to Mr. iirackenridge. 
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dflsigQiDg demagognesy imponag <m the simpUoiiy of the people, iostea^ 
of aaciibing them to their own unwise ud onjust meesiifeB. j 

The "intemperate xeaolationa/' to whieh bo mneh evil waa asoribed| aa 
akeady lemaiked, were not the oanaee of the popidar exeitement, bat the 
effect. That exoltement existed before, and the expression of it might 
even serve as a safety yalye, to lessen its intensity. If no serious disoon* 
tent existed, the mere passage of the resolntions would be insuffioient to 
produce it, although no doubt they would help to fan the flame. 

It is stated by Mr. Brackenridge,* that toward the middle of the 
next day, the Inspector, Col. Presley Neville, who resided in the town, 
had received a letter from his father, in the country, iuturming him that 
a large number were said to be collecting at a place known by the name 
of Couche's Fort, about four miles distant from his house. The sou ex- 
pressed to him his apprehensions for the situation of his father, and on 
asking Col. Neville what he supposed to be the object of their assem- 
blage, he answered that it was to reijuire his father to deliver his commis- 
sion. ** Deliver it| then," said Mr. Brackenridge ; but this was answered 
by a peremptoiy negative. The reason given for this advice was ''to put 
by the storm for the present, until the civil authority could interpose, 
and brinp^ to account individually those who had disturbed the peaee. 
If the mob who had bnmed the house of Lord Mansfield, in the riot in 
London, oould have been put off by a deJiveiy of his oommissbn, it is 
presumed that he would have deliyeied up the parchment^ as another 
eonld have been prepared." In a oommnnity almost purely demoeratie, 
where there was no military foroe to oompel obedieaoe, the people them* 
selves, who eonstitnted the mob, being the only force to apply to, it was 
useless for the few and unarmed to resist. It is possible that a suffioient 
number of the friends of the Inspeetor, and those disposed to eneounter 
the risk, might have been collected to attempt a defense, which would 
have cost many lives : but from the overwhelmiiij^ numbers opposed to 
them with increased exasperation, they would ulLiuiately be subdued. 
By thus givinp; way to them, the attempt might afterward be made to 
bring them to justice by means of constables, sheriffs and judp:c8. At 
least, this temporary yielding to the storm could not make it any worse, 
and might have been successful, which the other could not be ; and 
when left to themselves, the people, many by their own reflections, would 
oome to see the impropriety of their conduct. In arbitrary, despotic 
goremmentB, the favorite, and almoat only method pursued, is that of 

* InoidentSy p. 6. 
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dwgooning paopl* into ndimiHioii,* aad »t tiiA moM toe of oonridoiBg 
every popular ezpfeMioa of dieiietiiifiMHion with tibeir xakn m traaaoM- 
ble, or at leaafc aedUioaa. Mr. BraokeDridge^ afterwaard ao eooaplonona 
ia theae unfoiioQate traonctbna, had hitherto takes no aetive part for 
or against the ezeiae laws, although entartaining the oommoa opinioB, 
asd whioh had heen held hy the Neville'a thenaelvea pmioua to their 
taking office. He had not attended the meeting, whieh two yeara be&m 
had passed the "intemperate resolntiona/' whioh aecordiog to the Seeie- 
tary of the Treasury, had sown the seeds of the insurrection. He had, 
however, appeared professionally for some of the defendants in court, aad 
was naturally supposed to be identified in feeling with the people, and 
erroneously expected to tjo to all lengths. He was also popular, at the 
head of the Western Bar, and at this time, a candidate for Congress. 
These circumstances rendered his actions liable to misconception, and af- 
forded an opportunity to his enemies, to misrepresent it. Col. Presley 
Neville, (son of the Inspector,) with but httle energy of character, - 
although possessing many fine qualities, appears to have had a lariro share 
of that cavalier pride, which does not know how to yield until it is too late. 
This was the miafortune of greater men, on more important occasions. 

In the afternoon of the same day, the 17th, Gen. Wilkins, Brigadier 
General of the militia, calW on Mr. Brickenridge> and informed him 
that a demand had been made by Gol. NoTille, in the name of hia fiitiberi 
OB Major General Gibaon and himaelf, to eall oat the militia^ to anppieaa 
the Ihreatened riot, and veqaeating Ma opinion aa a lawyer aa to the 
power onder the law to oomply with hie reqneat Mr. Braokenridge 
thought the power to call ont the militaiy xeated in the Governor, by oon^ 
atmotion of the olaaae in the oonatitation, whioh makes it hia dnt^ '*to 
aee that the laws are faithfully executed." Gten. Wilkins shortly after 
returned, and stated that Col. Neville had applied to him and General 
Gibson, aa judges of the court, to raise the posse comitatuSf and again 

♦While this ia very true <rf the arbitrary and despotic ruler, it is equally true of 
the mob; as the following anecdote related by Mr. Brackenrid^e will show. **I 
knew a man nearly related to me, (his brother, John Brackenridgo, ) on Brushy run, 
in Washington county, who, having no gun, sat two nights in liis cnbin, with his 
axe in his hand, to defend himself against his captain, of the name of Sharp, who 
bad threatened hia life for not going to the burniug uf Novillo's house, agreeable 
to summons. He yielded on the order to go to Braddock's i'iuld, and appeared 
there with a orooked horn hy his side, hut had no powdsr iii it. He saw, as he 
went along, the tomahawk drawn over the heads of men, at their hreakfiut or 
. dinner, and obliged to mareh.**— >Inoid<ats, 11. p. 64. 
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itfMitei lipl infonuriMiL* M^ynsMhy Ut. Braekcwidse Ahafc 
HUb «w ft power whaeli balooged to ihe iliMiff, and be aoggetted duiA 1m 
dKNild be oftUed upon. The iheriff aad JndgeB, ahorUy i^er, met at ft * 
fMw honaef cad Mm% ft Mq|«6ft( to the Immjw to Attend them for the 
purpoee «f ooomiltiiig ae to the laVt the iheriff having doubted hie a«- 
tliorilij. The power of the sheriff was fiUy explained ; bat althoagh oob- 
^aeed that he poMessed the power, ho waa of the ofdaion, that in the 
aitaation of the country it was impractioable. The mob itself was the 
posse, at least out of the town, and even if every man capable of bearing 
arms, in town, could be assembled, it would be greatly outaumbered ; aud 
besides, the fear of bringing the country upon thera, would prevent them 
from going ; and it was possible that some of them being connected in 
the country, sympathized with the rioters. It was then admitted on all 
hands, that neither the militia nor the posse were available. The United 
States soldiers at the garrison were not thought of; for besides their 
beiag too few in numbers, they oould not be legally ealled out to aid the 
eivil aotbozity, at the plessme of the oommaading offioer. Mr. Brackeop 
ridgSi seeing these difteulties, proposed that the judges and sheriff, him- 
ftslf aooompanying them, should go to the assemblage of the people, and 
tiy the effisot of peianasioii, as forae in ^^poaition to them was now evidently 
out of the question, 

Baving haatily mounted their hones, thsy pvoeeeded to enia the riyer, 
on thnr way. At the feny they M in irith OoL Neville, llanhal Lenozy 
and a young man of the nameef Onnsby. Mr. Bvaokenridge relates that 
these three poisons were aimed; whieh he oonsiderad imprudent^ and ad* 
diessing himself to the young man, with whose &nuly he was on terms of 
friendship, said : What I armed !" Tes/' said he. « Tou wiU not 
ride with us armed." You may go as you please," said Ormsby, " WV 
will go armed." Col. Neville, who was mounted on a gay horse, with 
pistols in holsters, spoke : We are not all born orators; we are going to 
^ht, you to speak." " I thought him a better chevalier than a judge of 
the occasion," observes Mr. Bracken ridpjG. The sequel proved this ob- 
servation to be correct. The parties took different roads and separated— 
Neville's party taking the direct course to his father's house, the other 
pursuing the less frequented road to Couche's Fort, where they expected to 
find the persons who had coUeoted with the intention of attacking the house 
of the Inspeptor. On their way they found the harvest fields deserted by 

• In PennsjlTania, the district or presiding judge, is assisted by two aS80« 
dates, who are not required to be lawyers by profeaaimi^Hisoany some private 
eilisan of BtancBng anci dwracter. 
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• ihe men, and only women mm to be aeen. On ooming witiiin lielf » mile 
of tbe plioe they reoeired iofonnation thai the main body bad marohed for 
NeTille's honiie. They set out with haste to overtake them, bnt when 
within a mile and a half of KevQle's they learned that all was over ; that 
the honae had been bnmed, and that the people were letaniingi in a great 
rage at the loss of their leader, H'Farlane. It was ihonght not advisable 
to go further in the present state of thincrs, nor safe to remain, lest their 
coming might be misconstrued ; it was then aL^recd by all to returu to 
Pittsburgh. Mr. Brackenridge had proposed to proceed alone to the house, 
but the proposition was not well received ; it was thought th&t all should 
go or none.* 

With respect to Neville's party, they had arrived at the outguard, (for 
it seems that a euard had been posted on the road in military style,) about 
the time the firing on the house commenced. Neville, on his first ad- 
vance to the guard, cried out, " If there is a gentleman amongst you, let 
him come out and speak to me.'' This quixotic speech might have been 
fatal to him, as it was an offense to all, and several raised their pieces to 
fire, when, with some presenoe of mind and changing the tone of his voice, 
he cried oat that he was not armed, whioh he might say, as he had nol 
yet drawn his pistols ftom the bolsters. He and his companions were made 
prisoneiB, and put under guard. Neville insistod mueh on being permit* 
ted to go forward, and would engage that any demand short of life should 
be complied with. In a short time he was compelled to witoess the agonis- 
ing speetade of the honse in flames, uncertain of the fkto of his father and 
fiunil J, or whethw they were in the house or not When the riotera were 
about to disperse, Neville and the Marshal were in great personal danger ; 
some of the rioters having by this time become intoxicated. Young 
Ormsby, heiny: kanwn to many of them, was treated with some indignity 
and rudeness. The Marshal also, after .souie time, Laving stipulated to 
serve no more process west of the iii')utitains, and to surrender himself 
when demanded, Neville becoming hia bponsor — they were both permitted 
to go. They had demanded of the Marshal that he would engage not to 
return the process already served; this with a firmness which commanded 
respect, ho refused to accede to, alleging that in complying with it he 
would violate his oath of office. The Marshal, after leaving the main 
body, was again taken by an out-party, many of them intoxicated, and 

* He baa been eensored for not going te the honae ; trat no reason ia giTen why 
it was more Ineombent on him to go than on the others whom he aoo<»npaiiied I 
It was leas ao, heeaoae he had no olBoial duty to require hia going. If he had gone 
he would probably have been aoonaed of having an underatanding with the riotwa. 
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carried toward Couche's Fort, to which they were returning. His life was 
in danger. For some time he was in charge of James M'Alister, who 
had rescued him from great peril, but had giyen his word to the more 
violent, not to suffer him to escape. After some time M'Alister surren- 
dered him to Col. David Phillips, who advanced some distanoe before the 
crowd, and was entreated by the Marshal to suffer him to eeoape. PhilUpe 
lold Mm that hie own Hfe would answer for it. He wae at last, just as 
they ap|ivoaohed the main body with the oorpse of M'FBrlane, prevailed 
upon to show him a road in a eertain direotion, and saSee him to escape. 
He got in the main road toward Fittsbnigh, and about two o'olook in the 
morning came to town. 

We will now return to the anemblage at Oonohe's Fort on the 17th of | 
July, and give some aooount of the prooeedings. The habit of the Anglo- f 
Saxon, especially of the American brsneh, of aoting where numbers are j L 
engaged, under some kind of organization, civil or military, was displayed 1 
on this occasion. The assemblage was a part of Hamilton's regiment, and 
they came under the command of their officers, none of whom, except the 
Colonel, dared to refuse to lead their companies, however much against 
their inclination ; and many probably shared in the inflamed state of the 
public mind, while others accompanied their men in the hope of being 
able to restrain them from acts of violence. The greater number of the 
privates were farmers and their sons ; althoufrh there were others, such 
as are always to be found on such occasions, of a less scrupulous character. 
A venerable and aged clergyman, Mr. Clark, who attended the meeting, / 
addressed them and used, to no purpose, eveiy argument to dissuade them 
fiom their designs. Those whom he addressed were, with few exceptions, 
emigrants or their descendants from the North of Ireland, from the mOi-i 
taiy colonies established after the natives had been expelled. They eon-. ^ 
. 0titute4 also a large proportion of the population of the midland oonnties ^ 
of the Statei, especially cdT Franklin and Cumberland ; tiiey are a religious, | 
as well ss a wariike rsoe, qualities inherited from Aeir anoestors, as well 
a0 their dislike to ezeises and ezoise offioen. The names of the M'Far- 
lanes, the Grawfords, the Hamiltons, the Bradys, the Butiers and the 
Oalhouns, show thdr origin. Although strict Ftasbyterians, and usually 
obedient to thdr dergy, they neither eonridered it immotal nor unpatri- 
otic, to oppose the execution of a bad law. The earnest admonitions of the 
venerable clergyman were disregarded. They thought him in his dotage ; 
or as having skill in spiritual affairs, but not iu the temporal interests of 
the country. It is barely possible that if the party of Mr. Brack enridge 
had arrived in time, the advice of a lawyer in whom they placed oonfi- 
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teee, re^nsentuig witowiUlneM of wbaft tii^ nm afciMki «&d «iM 
piobable ocmB0qiieiioeB, mi4 iliif tNwkod by th% MnHy repraseoMtons 
ihe judges «id sheriff, might hrnn hid b«Mer neoaiB. lUoj MMBg thii 
losden woM no doalit hmf been of m oaoine to drop tho iiiidertafci> 
i^; Iwl ildfl, •Hhovgii dosarying am oxperimeiit, ft vneertim. It li 
Beet likely that their paaeiooft had been too mucli Id flamed to think of m 
retreat ; and those in favor of it, especially after having oontributed to tho 
excitement, would be afraid to propose such a thing. Hiere waa also ft 
hope among the more reasonable that Neville, seeing the formidable force 
before his house, and the utter uselessn^a of resistance, would have given 
up the papers which they had come to demand, and the destruction of 
property and loss of life might thus be prevented. But for the imprudence 
oi those left in defense of the faoose, this would have been the case. The 
number is supposed to h«F8 been about five hundred, mostly armed. Thtt 
int act was to appoint a committee like those of the National Commissioa^ 
ers of Ad Freaoh. This committee offered the command to Benjamia 
Pftrkinaoo, who exooaad himielf aa not hayii^ aulitHy kaowlodgak JaoMi 
M'SuIaiie waa then nominated, and ho agreed to Moopi Ho was a 
major of miHtiay and had lemd with npntatlon aa a lionionant in 
war with Gfoat Britain, Irom the beguudng to the and of it} was a man 
of good private ehanwtery and had acquired a voiy haadaomo pfoportj la 
Inde after the oloflo of the war. 

The bo^ having maiehod and approaohad iho hooaa, the homis woiw 
loft vnder a guard, and arrangomenta made ftr an afttaek, ahoold it \m 
necessary. It seems that, in the mean time, those in the faonso WM 
prepared. Early in the morning, having marched before day, Major Kiric^ 
patrick had arrived with eleven soldiers, obtained from the commandant 
of the United States garrison, a circumstance unknown to the assailants 
as well as to the civil officers before mentioned ; in fact, to all but the 
Nevilles and the commanding oflScer of the garrison. A flag waj^ sent from 
the committee to demand the delivery of the Inspector's oommission and 
official papers, a practice for which there were precedents previous to the 
Revolutionary war in the case of the stamp excise. From the withdrawal 
of the Inspector, it would appear that he did not oonat on beiDg able to 
defend the house against the overwhelming force coming against hiia. 
It is asked, why not give orders not to attempt a defense ? It has besD 
oonjeotured that he did; but his brothai4n4aw, Kiikpatrick, being ft 
more soldier, jndgod less pmdontlj, and detorminod to make the attempt 
On the retam of the flag, it bang oommnnioatod that the Inspeotor had 
loft tho honso, a seoond lag was sont^ and a demand made thai six per* 



BODS should be permitted to search for his papers, and take them. This 
was refuBed ; and notice was then giyen by a third fl^ for the wife of the 
Inspector and any other female of the family to withdraw j* they accord- 
ingly did, and the attack commenred. About fifteen minutes after the 
eomm^ioement, a flag wa£ presented from the house, upon which M'Far- 
had, stepping from a tree behind which he had slDod^ and commanding a 
MBsadon of firing, received a ball near the grotar, aad inmost instantlj 
«qptracLf Xh* ftmig then mtoied^ and a nwan^ was sent to the 
fommittM^ ink sHtittg aft wwie Stance, to know iriMtber the luniM 
ikooldbeatgnndj but mib^neunrtiilft fiie luid beaa aettira bftm and 
to otliaf liiiildivgi adjdmg ih» mBaakm hmiWB, and in a short time tlie 
iBteBseoflss of tiba heal tanA Ao evident eonimmieslMKtj of Ae ilame to 
tlMhowoompeUedtkieei^illimtoealltoqvafter; onwhidfethQ flzing 
eoisod, aad they meie deawed ta oome oafr and snnender themsdvee. The 
MddieiSi three of nkom weie said to he wovnded, were sefihred to pass by, 
aadge whew they pleeeed. Major Kirkpatiiefc had nearly passed, when- 
lie was ^fotingaished from the soldiers, and ordered- to defiyer his musket, 
which he refused; when one presentiDg a gun to his breast, he dropped 
on ills knee and asked for c^uarter. 

The buildings were all consumed, excepting a tmall out-house, over 
which a guard was placed on being informed by the negroes that it con- 
tained their bacon. When the house was in flames the cellar was broken 
open^ the liquors rolled out and drank. Kirkpatrick, after being carried 
some distance under guard, was taken by David Hamilton behind him on 
liorsebaok ; when, thinking himself protected he began to answer those 
who came up oocasionally with indignant* language, when Hamilton said 
to him| You see I am endeavoring to save yon at the risk of my own 
safety, and yet yon are making it still more dangerooB ftr me.'^ On this, 
he was sik«^; and heiag oanied aome distanoe fhrther hy JBQunilton, he 
was advieed to mahe fats eseape^ whieh he did; 

^The author has heard it related as a common rumor, that the ladies had with- 
drawD, Bad that, after tins aotiftoatloB, the Zhspeetor, who was still in the house, 
eeeaped ia fttaale atlhre oa a liorse with a side^nddle, brought to the door! 

f The following epitaph was lately copied from the tombstone in the Mingo 
Creek graveyard : 

u Here Bealiie Mj of Ceptaia James IPFarhuw, of Washington county, Pa., 
wiio dopMrted thlalifo the 17th of Joly, 1794, aged 48 yean. 

**He served dating the war with aadavatsd eonsage Ui. d f|^ of AnMrioaa 
indeptadenoe, against the lawless and despotio eaereaohaMatB of Onat Britain. 
He fell at last by the hands of an nnprindpled villain, in tiie support of what be 
sapposed to be the rights of his conatiy, much lamented by a nuaeroas aad ra* 
apeetable etroleof aequaintaaoe.'* 
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not to be fomid In the Iiutoiy of noteoa instuioe of grattof fSnbeueiiee 
and lem of mm^ feioelty. So nmoh the historian owee to truth, white 
he oondemiia the feUj and madneM and the goSlt of the ontiege. Hhae 
no panUel irith the molntionaij meaanns praotieed about the same 

period by the aaTage peasantry of Ranee, or mete brvtal mob of Fluria. 

Although enraged by the fall of their favorite leader, whom they believed 
to have been a victim to treachery, they showed no disposition for cruel 
or vindictive retaliation. It is deemed ut sufficient importance by Findley 
to contradict the assertion of the Secretary of the Treasury, who states 
that when the committee demanded the luspector's papers, they were 
answered that they might send persona to aearuh the house, and take away 
whatever papers they might find pertaining to his office. But not satisfied 
with this, they insisted unconditionally that the armed men who were 
in the house for its defense, should march out and ground their arms, 
which Major Kirkpatriok pecemptorily refused ; and that thia put an end 
to the parley. Findley aaeerts, and correctly, that this is unsupported 
by the testimony taken on oath in the Circuit Court, and is entirely with- 
out foundation. It is certainly at varianoo with the &ot that the assail- 
ants had no Imowledge that Kirkpatriok was in the house with the United 
Statea soldiers: and it is also at variance with the aoeount of Hr. Bnusk* 
enridge. Allowance is to be made for the statement of the Seeretaty, 
who was endeayoring to make out a ease of open rebellion, in the attaek 
on a regubz garrison of the Unitsd States ; otherwise, it could be oonsid- 
ered nothing more than s riot on ihe part of the asaaihmts. The illegal 
employment of aoldieia would not be so lightly passed over at the prceent 
day ; perhaps the ooloring attempted to be given to the affair was intended 
aa an excuse for employing them. 

This unfortunate occurrence took place only three days after the first 
assault on the Inspector and the iMarshai, when serving the writ ou Miller, 
which was succeeded by the abortive attempt on the house. It may be 
regarded as another scene of the same act — a continuation of the same 
ottense, coutined to a small portion of tbe western country, and to the 
immediate neighbors of Gen. Neville; for it does not appear that a single 
person residing in Pittsburgh was accused of taking part in iL If OoL 
Neville had been so fortunate as to have reached the house in time, there 
is a probability that the papers would have been given up, and the mob 
would have diq||Bi8ed } but the matter was left to a soldier who knew 
nothing but to fight. If those papers had been surrendered, the insur- 
reotion would probably have extended no farther, and would have ended 
where it first broke out^ aa there would have been no destmotion of prop- 
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erty or loss of life to inoite to farther and more yiolent measures of 

desperation. 

The loss of private property was considerable, bnt afterward made 
good, it is believed, by an act of Congress.* An advertisement was about 
Uiis time inserted in the newspapen by Prealey Neville, calculated to give 
much ofifenae. It related to some g^Tomment certificates of funded debt, 
whioh were said to be ttolen, and warned the publio against any forged 
teansferSy ice. These certificates being ZQgistondi were neither lost to 
the owneiB, nor could they be available to any one ebe. Ihoee who had 
been engaged in ihe deetraotion of the honae woe not thieves or zobbere, 
although yiolateiB of the law. It was legaided as an nnneoenaiy display 
of oontempt for the people, and tended to inerease the nnpopnlarity of 
the Neville oonneotion, whieh eonflisted of fbnr influential and wealthy 
&niilies; all enjoying offices and the &Tor of the goyemment, and hitherto 
ihe favor of the people, who were thus nnneoessarily provoked. The 
Nevilles had been injnred, it istme^ bnt ihey had in some measnre 
brought it on themselves by their own acts. They bad lost property, 
at least for the present, but they were regarded the cause of ishcdtliag 
the blood of their fellow citizens, whether blamably or not; is a question 
about which there may be a difi'erence of opinion.j* 

The day after the destruction of the house of the Inspector, David 
Hamilton, a justice of the peace, and accompanied by John Black, came 
to Pittsburgh, with an ;iuthority from the committee to demand of the 
Marshal the surrender of the writs which had been served, agreeably to 
his engagement; as they said, and for which Col. Neville had become 
sponsor. A conference took place, and it was denied on the part of the 
Maishal an<^ NeyiUei that there had been any engagement, except not to 
make any service. It was undentood otherwise on the part of Hamilton; 
who thought it of little importanee to make no further aervioe; as it oonld 
be of no use to those on whom the process had been already served. This 
led to the question, whether the Maishal was bound to return, and what 
would be the effect of the return ? Whether judgment oould be taken 

•Act 5th February, 17'Jo, 6th vol. U. S. at large, p. 20 — '* entitled an act to pro- 
vide some present relief for the offieers of goTenunwti sad otiier oltiMiis, who 
baTe suffered in their property by the insurgents of Western Penn^flvaaia." 

f They oertaiiily possessed the right of self-defense, but their previoas condnet 
as rsspeets the ezelse, and thrir relation to the people, most be taken into view be- 
fore we prononnee them entirely blamsless. It, aooording to Altzander Hamiltrat, the 
mere cgponUon to th9 km Ud to the insimeetion, then the Nevilles must share the 
eeosvre with thdr neighbors, for thsj had been eqaaUy opposed to it before their 
appointment to offiee. 
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The MmU moei^ed ii to b« wfym Mtisforf fioflewi on wbioh 
ImI order ooold mot be teken ; aod thai them araet be aaother writ, aad 
•erviee of tt^ before jadgment. Hr. Bnokeovidge itm ag«b oooeulted, 
md gave ib opteioa at theinetaaee of the Manliel asd NeTiUe, whieh 
im to the elfeet that the piooen was aimihur to Hie anbp«eDa hi ohanceij, 
which must be fint seryed before issuing the attachment ; and that n& 
judgment could be entered without another writ, the present process being 
merely a summons to show cause. Copies of this opinion were given to 
Hamilton, who thought that this would not satisfy the committee ; that if 
the people had known that the Marshal was bound to return the writs, he 
doubted much if he ever would have got off the pround ! The officer, on 
being informed of this, was convinced of the dan^jer of his sitviation ; it 
was impossible for him to satisfy the people, and extremely difficult to 
leave the country, the pubUo roads, it was supposed, being completely 
guarded. In leaving the oovntij, under these ciroamatances, Neville 
would be exposed to their vengeance, as he had become responsible for 
Mm. Mr. Braekenridge, fam a willingneaa to aerve NeriUe, proposed to 
proeeed in person to the eommittee, and endeaTor to oonnnoe them that 
there was nothing to fear from ^e retom of the IrritB, and at the same time 
oier his aervieea to go to Philadelphia for them. It was underatood liiat 
the committee was atttmg at Shoekan'a taTom, fonr milea from PHtabnigh, 
attd the idea had been held oat bj ffiuouiton and l^k, that them waa 
a huge body of men in that netnity. This waa done for their own aafety, 
as thej were not withont apprehenaiona of being anreated in town. Thii 
oronmataaee ahowa the state of feeling 'between it and the oonntiy. If r. 
Brackenridge, however, required that he should be accompanied by one 
or two more persons, feeling the delicacy of communicating with the 
rioters, unless iu the presence of witnesses. Several offered to accompany 
him, who afterward made their excuses; but a person of the name of 
Johnston, who had been a deputy collector, and was a tenant of Neville, 
declaring his willingness to go, they set out in company. On their way 
Hamilton informed Mr. Brackenrid<]^c that he had, agreeably to the orders 
given him, demanded of the Inspector a resignation of his commission; 
that the two >ievilles had agreed to the resignation, and had written 
something to that effect, bnt it appearing to be merely conditional, it waa 
rejected by him. He waa apprehensive that the conaeqnenoe would be 
bad } that there would be no restraining the people from ooming to Fitta> 
burgh to take him; that he waa apprehenaiTe, alao^ that thej would demand 
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tlie Marshal, or, at least, detain him a prisoner, to pment his ntuniiBg 
the writs. Suoh was the strange inooBsistencj of setting the goyerDment 
at defiance, and yet fearing the return of the legal piooess 1 Hamilton 
declared that it was to prevent misohief that he had proposed ooming to 
Httsbnrgh ; that the people assembled at the interment of M'BVolane were 
in a violent rage, and proposed maiehing to the town to take the Marshal 
and Inspeetor. He deelared, wiih respect to the fofmer, that it was better 
that one man should die ihan so many persons, with their &milies, should 
lose iheur plantations. He farther expressed the opinion, thai on that 
day there would not be an excise office standing in the snrvey. 

It is important to note the language of desperation, to show the state of ^ 
mind to which the people had been wrought up, in consequence of their 
supposed grievances, and the recent acts of violence. It was the spon- 
taneous working of their feelings, not the effect of the traitorous arts of 
demagogues, for the purpose of gratifying their wicked designs against the 
government, as has been so frequently represented by the Secretary of the 
Treasury and the supporters of the administration. Those who most un- 
qualifiedly denounced the insurgents could not admit this fact without, at 
the same time, admitting that there was cause for oomplainty although 
manifested in this short-sighted and unlawful mode. 

It was ascertained by the party on the way that there was no committee 
in session nearer than the place of interment of M'Earlane. They pro« 
oeeded to the house of the deputy JohnstoUi who made out and delivered 
in writing to Hamilton, his resignation as deputy colleotori and which 
was afterward published in the Httsbnrgh GaxeUe,* The next day the * 
party, accompanied by the deputy, went to look for the body of a person 
who^ it was supposed, had been killed at the time of the attack by the 
party under Holcroft, but it was not found until some days afterward, by 
tke negroes, by whom it was buried. Hanulton and Bhok solicited Mr. 
Braekenridge to accompany them to the oosunittee, but he excused him* 
self. In fact, it was necessary for him to use the utmost caution in being 
seen among the rioters, without having some one with him to testify to 
his conduct. 

During the same afternoon, while a violent storm of wind prevailed on 
the river, the Marshal and the Inspector took their departure in a boat to 
descend the Ohio, intending to effect their escape through the western 

■ * *♦ Finding the opposition to the revenue law more yiolent than I expected ; re- 
gretting the misohief that has been done, and may, from the continuanoe of moas* 
urea ; seeing the oppositlo& ohaaged from a cUsgalaed xabbla to arospoetaUo party, 
I thhdL it my duty, and do roaiga niy oomnisdoo. Boaasf JonsToa.'* 

5 
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(art of Virginia, and whioh they aoooiiipliib«d. There bad been a niaior 
the day before that a large party was on its way to pull down the Inspet* 
tor^B office in Pittsburgh, and it was feared tbcy would proceed to other 
anonnities. It was the cry of the iDhabitants, that rather than provoke 
Htkt oomttj, and bring an infuriated people npon them^ it wonld be best 
to poll down the offiee themsdlTea t ^e eyening of ihe arrival of Ham^ 
Ikon and Blaek| the aoeonnt of two having eome was awelled to two hna* 
dred| and it was said there were athomnd on the htU on ihe ether ai4e 
of the river. The people were gazing everywhere ^ eveiy one thought be 
0aw eonie, and of eonrse dreeged in hnnting ehirti, the uBoal garb of 
tfflemen. Application was made to the two men, stating partieolarly that 
the females of the Neville family were uneasy, and requesting one of them 
to cross the river and ascertain the truth. Black went over, and returned 
with the informaliuii that there were none there, or that they had dis- 
persed. Major Craig, the son-in-law of the Inspector, after the departure 
of the Marshal, took down the paper on the Inspector's office, and called 
a gentleman to witness (Mr. Lang, of Brownsville), that it was down. 
He also offered the fragments to that gentleman; to bear to the country to 
convince them of the fact 1 



NOTES TO CHAPTEE II. 



The author of the "Incidents" says: 
*'Fiom the town the people could not 
* bare been commanded. Many of them 
had connections in the country, and 
would not submit to an order to take up 
arms against them. Besides, they had 
themselves a good deal of the same 
■piritof opposition to the Uwa; not ao 
ameh from woj eooaiderattoa of the law, 
or its effects, but because it was patriotic 
and fashionable language. Others, as is 
natural, wished for something new; and 
would rather hare joined them than 
fought against them. It is a fact, that 
some influential men and commanders in 
the militia, were heard to say that day, 
that if they weie orderod oat, and were 
to fight at all, it would bo with the 
people. * Thaa the eause of the people 
and that of the govemmoat, were thovght 
to bo diffmnt thhiga." 



Notwithstanding the feelings aboire 
described, which would indaoo a large 
proportion to be passive, or even to give 
their symjuithie^ to the country people, 
the majority were silently in favor of 
"law and order." The author continues: 

*' But even with the best disposition 
in the town of Pittsburgh, a concern for 
their general interest, as meehanies and 
shopkecpwa, wonld reader them relae« 
taat to enter into a eoateat with the 
countrj, whenee a groat part of their 
custom came ; and a concern for their 
immediate safety vrould prevent them 
altogether. They would reflect, the most 
ignorant of them, that the militia of file 
town, abont S50 men, were they unani- 
asoas and spirited in support of govern^ 
noit, would be nothing to the eonatfy; 
whioh wonld, in the next instance, after 
an attaek' on the extise oAoer, tarn itself 
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■gainst the town. It could Btftnre tliem 
oat, and the garrison with them, by an 
interdict of provisions ; or, as was threat- 
ened aiterw.'ird, it could pluDder, and 
bom. It would have been extreme cruel- 
ty to forco the inhabitants to this danger. 
It would haT6 been vxtmn impolicy ; 
mod vonld Iuto UMwered bo oth«r end 
to show tlie lioten the Btrongtb 
•fOB they liad in the town. TheidtnatioD 
of the town became much more critical 
ftfler the burning of Neville's house ; 
there being; none of the town's people in 
the riot, and it being known that the 
Inspector had many friends there, the 
whole town was regarded as in opposi- 
tion to the oounty, and henoe the inhnb- 
itwute were regarded with distmst uid 
era with enmity. It wee mfest to let 
the mfttt^ rest unknown. Persnasion 
fir the moment, and the steady and ac- 
enetowed step of civil authority, by the 
known officers afterward, were the only 
means that were eligible. The raising 
the posse of the county, as a legal act, 
was a thing unknown to tbe people, and 
would not be nnderetood. It woold be 
•onndered ea tho party of the ezeise offi- 
Mr» dispoBod to trj their strength with 
the fHenda of liberly. It would have 
been a most rash act. I will trace what 
would have been the consequence. The 
posse could have been raised, or it could 
not. If it could not have been raised, 
the weakness of the government and 
the strength of the rioters was discover- 
ed by the experiment. If it eonld have 
been rusedf and brongiht forward, a oon- 
tost would haTO taken place, and Utcs 
been lost. The fietoiy must haye been 
o% the side of the rioters, for the strength 
of the country was with them. The 
plundering and destruction of the town 
would have ensued. The garrinon would 
have been stormed and taken ; for there 
was not at that time more than a day's 
provision in it. The whole country 



would have been involved instantly, Des- 
peration would have led to prompt and 
decisive measures. These would be, to 
cross the mountains, and receive au ac- 
cession of force, and [n ocure the means, 
and occupy tho ground of war in the 
midl&ud eounty.*' 

The author thus speaks of the Neville 
family or **conneetion 

** The Neinlle fiunily is numerous and 
wealthy. The Inspector himself, with 
the advantage of an officer, whieh though « 
it brings general odium, secures particu- 
lar dependence; his Fon, (Col. Neville,) 
a member of the assembly, brigade in- 
spector, and surveyor of the county ; his 
son-in>law, Major Craig, deputy quarter 
master, with tiie eare of the military 
stores, and the employment of mecha^ 
nios. His brother-in-law, M^jor Kirk- 
patriok, oommissary, with money and 
means." 

AfiiJavit of David JIaniilton. 

Was at Pittsburgh at the request of a 
committee, in order to converse with 
Marshal Lenox on the subject of the 
agreemrats entered by him with the peo- 
ple after the burning of Neville's house; 
reeolleet no private eonversation with 
Ifir. Braekenridge, nor ai|y oonversatica, 
but on the question whioh had been put. 
to him respecting the return of the writs, 
which question was put to him by the 
consent of Mr. Lenox. 

Same day after my return liome, I 
wrote a note to Mr. Braekenridge, in- 
forming him of a meeting to be at Mingo. 
Creek, wishing him to oome up ; it was 
our conoem to mend what was done, and 
get advioe ftrom him as from others, to- 
make what was bad, better; for ttc hadi 
a sense that everything was not right ; 
received no answer, but Mr. Bracken- 
ridge came ; did not understand Mr. 
Braekenridge as approving of what was . 
done ; in giving his opinion in the case of 
the writs, it appeared to be his wish to . 
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■hal and the peopto. 

Cfity of Philadelphia^ »f. 

Personally appeared David Hamilton, 
of Washington county, in the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania, who being sworn, 
deposeth, that to the best of his know- 
ledge, reoolleetioii end belief^ the con- 
tents of the feregoiag writing are joat 
•ad triM. 

Dati]» Hamusom. 
Swem 10th day of May, 1795, befiwe 
mei Hilary Bakkr, 

oQc of tlie Aldermeo of Fliiladeljihia« 

—InoidenU, IIL 78, 79. 

Being eboat to go to Pitteburgh, fell 
}|b with % bodly of people eolleeting for 
*fhe baryiBg of Captiia John H'Ftatene, 
who had fUlen at bnmiag General Ne- 
tille*8 house ; Darid Handlton had been 
deputed bj a committee of these people 
to go to Pittsburgh, to return the pistols 
taken from the Marshal, and to have a 
fulfillment from him of what had been 
•agreed upon, on iiis part. Understood 
from Hamilton, that he had consented to 
go, in order to prevent the people from 
eomlngin thomaelTeib and doing miaehief ; 
fw there waa danger of their going in 
at that time. Went with Hamilton to 
Pittsburgh, and met the Marshal and 
Col. Neville. Hamilton explained his 
business, returning the pistols, and re- 
quired a fulfillment of what was agreed 
upon, viz. that he would serve no fur- 
ther write, and not return those that 
were eerred. She Mawhal Mdd ho had 
not agreed not to retnm the writs. A 
qnery was then inthendndof Hamilton, 
what elffiMt the retnms would have. At 
his request, I went to Mr. Brackoiridge, 
to ask his opinion a sa lawyer. He said it 
was a delicate point, and he would talk 
'to-ihe Manhal. On this he went oat, | 



and eamo in with ^o Maarahal and CoL 
Nofillo. ITpea tliat I went oat, and after 
some time retomed; and Mr. Bracken- 

ridge said he was not much acquainted 
with the practice of the Federal courts, 
but would consult, and give his opinion 
in the morning. He pave his opinion in 
writing ; which Hamilton thought would 
not bo satisfiMtoiy to the oommittto. It 
was onderatood that the oonunittee would 
be sitting till lie retoned. It was pro- 
posed to return bj NoriUe's house ; and 
it was our wish that some of the gentle 
men of Pittsburgh should go with us; 
we wished to see whether a man that was 
missing, and from what had happened, 
did not wish to go ourselves. ( Jenpral 
Gibson, Doctor Bedford, Mr. Bracken- 
ridge, and others, had oonscnted to go.- 
The daj looking for rain, or fbr other 
cause, some declined going. Mr. Brack* 
enridge eame ; I understood hnn to bo 
about to go forward to the oonunittec, to 
see if he could not satisfy the people in 
respect to the Marshal. In iny conver- 
sation with Mr. Brackenridge with res- 
pect to the burning of Geueral Neville's 
house, he said it was an unhappy affair, 
and was aftaid it would turn ont a oivfl 
war, that gofenunont would oaU out 
the nOitia, and we were the militia 
ourselTes, and haTo to bo at with one 
anoflier. He did not saj a word to ap- 
prove what was done, as to the burning 
of the house, or anj aot of riolenoe. 

Pennsylvania, ss. 

Before me, William Meetkirk, in and | 
for the county of Washington, came John 
Black, and made oath acoording to law, 
and saith, that the Ibiegoing statement 
to the best of his knowledge and reeol- 
leetions, is Just and tnc 

JosM Black. 

Sworn and subscribed before me, Maj, ' 
1796. WiujAM Mbbtkuue. ' 
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CBfAPTER III. 

THB MINQO CREEK MERTINQ — VIOLENCE OF BBAOrORD — SPEECH OF BSAOKtN- 
BIDOB — 0AUSK8 09 THB OUTBRBAK — CASB 01 KILLBB. 

On Monday, the Slat of July, four days after the burning of the 
Inspector's house, and the second after the departure of the Marshal, a 
youn^ man called in the afternoon at the office of Mr. Brackenridge, and 
delivered him a note from David Hamilton, informing him that the com- 
mittee was to sit at tbe Mingo meeting-house the Wednesday following, 
and expressing a wish that he would be present. Mr. Brackenridge con- 
ceived that it was for the object he understood him to have in view on a 
fonner occasion, that is, to explain to the people the effect of returning the 
writs, and inducing them to be satisfied, and refrain from seizing the 
Manhaly or Ool. Neville in his stead. He felt, notwithstanding, some 
nneulneBB at the idea of holding a ooneepondenoe with one inyolved in 
the gnilt of treason, as he then regarded the aot of the rioters. He tore 
vp the note and threw it among nselefls papen in the bottom of a doaety 
meaning never to make farther mention of the matter. 

The next day Ool. Neville ealled and asked him <'if he had not reoeiTed 
a note from David Hamilton? " I have/' said he, but hpw eame yon 
to the knowledge of it?'' said Braokenridge, taking the pieces from the 
closet and putting them together. Col. Neville was a man of edvcation^ 
and thus assimilating, an apparent friendship had existed between them 
up tq this period, although there was a different feeling on the part of 
some of the connection with Mr. Brackenridge. The Colonel inquired 
whether he intended to go, to which the other replied, "Certainly not; 
their conduct is high treason, and in that offense there are no accessories, 
all are principals. I have reflected on the subject, and do not consider it 
safe to go." **I wish you would go," said Neville, "it might answer a 
good end." Mr. Brackenridge, connecting in his mind the engagement 
of Neville for the Marshal, which had placed him in a delicate predica- 
ment, understood him that he wished him to go to reoonoile the people to 
the circumstance, and perhaps dissuade them from any violent act in 
fotnie. He was stiU| howeverj anxious to deoline^ even as a pemonal £ivor 
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to Neville, but beiug earnestly solicited, he at length consented, but on 
condition that Ool. Neville would vouch with what sentiments he went, 
•nd also provided Bome person should accompany him, to testify to what 
he might say or do on the occasion, and whioh was the same condition as 
that on which he had agreed to visit the eommittee two ^ys before. 
Neville^ vrith this nnderstanding, made pdnonal appUoation to several 
persons, while some deelined, a&d all appwred reluctant Mr. Biaekeii- 
ridge also spoke to seveiaL At lengtii the following persons consented 
to accompany him : George Bobinson, the cbief bnrgess ; Ool. WilUam 
Semple, Peter Andiain, Josiab Tannebill and William H. Beaumont, all 
persons of the most respectable standing in the town. We give in the 
foregoing tbe statement of Mr. Braokenridge, published the jeav afUr in 
his Incidents,^' and which was not contradicted by those interested in 
doing so. it was, moreover, sufficiently corroborated by the afl&davits of 
the persons chosen to go with him.* It is proper to remark, ultbou^^^h in 
anticipation of the subsequent events, that the pledge thus stated by Mr. 
Brackenridge was not redeemed, when afterward the mere circumstance 
of attending the meet in;,' was brought forward against him and others, as 
evidence of their complicity. This was seriously charged upon Col. 
Neville by the author of the Incidents," and no denial attempted. Hie 
speech was shamofally misrepresented, but fortunatelj thia misrepresent 
tstion is corrected by tbe affidavits of the persons who accompanied him. 
A generons acknowledgment of the fact by Neville would have been nci# 
consistent with his chaiacter, and his silence can be only accounted for 
tiom the influence over him possessed bj the other memben of the con- 
Mction. This act of simple justice vae the more oaUed for, as the ciicam* 
stance of attending that meeting, without regard to the motive, waa ^ 
aflerward oonsideied an act of treason. 

These gentlemen set oat, and arriving, fonnd, to their surprise, not » 
committee of persons, but a large assemblage, or mass meeting | some fnwt 
a distance, but ihe majority consistiDg of those who had been engaged in 
the riot and outrage at the house of the Inspector. If the party had 
known this, they could not have been induced, under any circumstances, 
to have left the town. It was thought, however, as there was a number 
of persons from a distance, and not implicated, that the object of these 
would be to counsel moderation, and stopping the further progress of 
violence; besides, if possible, to devise the means of repairing the mischief 
which had been done. The first act in organizing the meeting seemed to 
encourage this hope, by the choice of Ool. Cook as ohairiuaa, and Craig 

<* See Notes to this chapter. 
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Bitohie as seoretaiy, two men of high atending, and known to be ftiendi 
of order and good government. There wai, notwithstanding, the appea»- 
ance of gloom and diatnut in tho coontenanoeo of all, especially of thorn 
who had taken an aotiTo part in the xoeent riote. The fiuy of the momenl 
had passed ol^ hat time had not yet been given for eooi refleotion; those 
who were oommitted began to have some vagse idea of being inWved in 
Iseasonnble acts. The gloom of these was not that of sorrow or repent* 
«nee; the nnestingoished fire of rage still glowed in their bostwiSi and 
fequired bat little to fan it into fieroenees. No one knew how ftr to troat 
his next neighbor ; and however much he might be opposed to violenoe 
himself, was afraid that the first person he addressed might be one of the 
enragcf and hiuisclf suspected of incivism, for a vague and undefined ap- 
prehension hung over all, rendering life itself insecure. 

Dr. Moore, in his admirable work, " Journal of a Residence in France/* ^, 
during the murderous reign of terror, says that every shop-keeper dis- ; 
trusted his next door neighbor, and did not know but that ho might be 
one of the enrage." Hence a mob composed of the very dregs of society* 
resambliDg a savage horde rather tikUk a oiviiized people, were permitted j 
to give vent to their fierce pessions withont control. But here there / 
had not been, as in France, long ages of oppression by privileged olasses; : 
no system of laws fettering the people, and planing them at the merey and 
in ^ power of the few, nor sneli oonturaanoe of this aa to debase the 
masses and debeneh the mlers, oj^oeing thus the imbeoility of the few to 
the ignorant and brnte force of the many. Among n people who pxaotioed 
and enfioioed obedience to aathority, it seems imposdhle that the ezeiae . / 
alone, (whioih appears, by their demands, the Western people knew might | 
be replied,) conld have led to the state of feeling described by the author j 
of the IttoideDts," as is evinced in the following extracts : j 

w Every countenance discovered a strong sense of the solemnity of the 
occasion, those who had been involved not more than those who were afraid 
to be involved. It will be asked, how came any one there who was afraid 
to be involved ? 1 have accounted for my being there but how came 
David Bradford, James Marshall, Edward Cook and Craig Ritchie there? 
I select these instances ; as to Marshall and Bradford, I am at a loss to 
say anything by way of opinion or deduction. I can only state what I 
haye understood from others, or what is within my own knowledge. Not 
having had the least communication with Marshall or Bradford prior to 
tiiat day, or on that day, on the subject, I have nothing of my own know- 
ledge. I have nndentood firom others, that after the first attack on the 
honae of the Inspector, when the adjacent comitry was about to be roaeed 
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to a second attack, persons irant to the town of Waihiogton and called on 
Marshall and Bradford to come forward on that oMnon, whiob they de- 
olined. The expression of Bradford, reported to m», isj cannot act; 
yoftt may do as jfoa ikink proper.' He alluded, or was supposed to allndoi 
to bis being pfOBeoatiDg ooanael for the OommoDwealtli, and in tliak osae, 
not at libeitf to do wbat others might/' 
''Allber the deetraetion of the honsei peiaona went to Manhall and 
I Bradford, demanding of them to eome out and support what had besB 
done, or they would bum ih«r houses. They had a olsimnpon them, as 
haying been eonspicuous in the detibeiatiTe oommittees with regard to 
the ezoise kw, and alleged that Bradfbrd had enoouniged them to do what 
they had done by his words, when he was urged to take part before the 
burning. • I encourage ? ' said he, ' good God ! I neyer thought of 
such a thing.' 'Yes, you did encourage,' said they, 'and if you do not 
come forward now and support us, you shall be treated iu the same, or 
worse manner as the excise officer.' He found himself thus under the 
necessity of taking part, and that being the case, he would seem from that 
time to have adopted the most violent counsels. Marshall was also obliged 
to take part, and havin<]; done so, to pursue a violent course. I am of 
opinion that both of these men acted, in the first instance, under a subor- 
dination to popular influence. Be this as it may, it is not from a solioi- 
tude to make an apology for them that I state this, but from a wish to 
ahow the truth of the transaction. Edward Oook also came, probably, at 
• the soUoitation and under the fear of the people. Oraig Ritchie, and 
many othen, I know did. They had with great difficulty avoided going 
to the attaok on the house of the Inspeotor, but could not avoid at least 
tibe appearaa.s of being with the people now." 

The first thing whioh took plaoe after the opening of the meetmg was 
the reading a letter, whioh was presented by Benjamin Fiurkinson, from 
Ool. Neville, (and whioh had been brought by one of the Pittsbui]^ 
party,) stating that his father and the Marshal had left the county ; that 
the lUishal had not considered himself bound by that part of his engage- 
ment, whioh was to surrender himself when demanded, and for whioh 
engagement he (Neville) had become sponsor, because, after the engage- 
ment made, and the Marshal dismissed upon it, he had been again 
arrested, and was indebted to himself for his escape. That with regard 
to what had been done by them, they had burned his father's house, and 
they might burn his, but be had enough beyond their reach. As men of 
honor, he conceived, they ought to approve the intrepidity of Kirkpatrick 
in defending the house of a fidend. It is observed by Mr. Braokenridge^ 



di 

ihat this letter bad a htA effBot on tiiose to wliom it was addressed. Had 
better bave been written In a diifeient spirit, and better still not written at 
all. His prslse of ESrkpatdiek did not aeeord wiA pabfio o|aidon, and bis 
•llarion to the pardenlar ease only exeited indignation, ss it was genenlly 
beHeved, perbaps erroneoosly, tbat IfFukne bad Men bis band, 
iriien, dee«Ted by a flag of tnioe, be bad stepped into tbe open space of 
tbe road, to eonunand tbe assaibuits to oease flrlng. Besides, the defiant 
tone, and boast of wealth, tended to exasperate, instead of awakening 
within them a proper sense of the wrong they had committed. It added 
not a little to the embarrassment of the situation of those who now at- 
tended the meeting at his solicitation. 

This and some other letters being read and remarked upon, Benjamin 
Parkinson addressed the chair. " You know," said he, what has been 
done ; we wish to know whether what has been done it right or wrongs 
and whether we are to be supported or left to ourselves ? " These ominous 
words were followed by silence for some time. The Pittsburgh party was 
struck with astonishment, and Mr. Braokenridge declares that he felt in 
i^^y of mind for himself and his assooiates in that assemblage of persons 
who appeared to be ex<nted to despeiation, and feeling themselves thus 
placed in a sitnation to vote against a proposition perhaps at the peril of 
their lives, or to give a diieet emotion to treason. They felt somewhat 
lelieTed when Handiall, who Mowed, observed that the qnestion was not 
astowbatbadbeendone^bntwhatwasto bedoneimfatnre? Bradford"^ 
now rose, and in a most inflammatory speeob snstained what had been 
done, and applauded the rioters, demanding that it be put to Tote 
whether those present gave thnr approval, and woold pledge themselves 
to support those who bad attaeked and destroyed the bonse of the Inspeo- 
tor. Hu violent declamation was of considerable length, *'.and yet,'' saysy 
Mr. Braokenridge, "from my knowledge of the man, I doubt whether be 
spoke according to his wish, or according to the humor of the people, and 
through fear of them I " There was again a dead silence for some time 
after he had concluded. Those who were implicated were no doubt eager 
and anxious for the vote, and the others, at least the more reflecting, 
were alarmed at this unexpected predicament in which they were placed. 
Marshall came to Mr. Braokenridge and requested him to speak. This 
gentleman had already settled in his mind some outline of an address, but 
called on so unexpectedly, and knowing that the popular current was 
strongly against him and his associates, he was much at a loss what to 
say j bat tbe situation was too nrgent to admit of mvoh delay or reflection. 
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Od6 of his aasociataB, Mr. Andniiit in lus afcatement, deokund that k$ 
never felt himself in a situation so ^buniBiDg in his life. 

Mr. Braokenridge, observing the eyes of the audience turned npon hiiAf 
•ivsDced to tlie middle of the aisle, toward the ohaur, and began ia ft 
ilow, deliberate^ and eTeo besitathig namier, eoaoanteiing ihe angmj 
aeowk of the piinmpal leaden, who were in &¥or of pnehing the peopk 
la iftUl greater aoti of Tiolenoe. He began bj giving a nanative of whi4 
bad taken pkoe in Httdbnigb, ihe witbdmwal ftom the eonntiy of th* 
Maiabid and the Inepeotof, and who were supposed to have deeeended tba 
fiver. The inapeetion offlee whieb bad been opened la town tdaoe iha 
deetmetion of that in the country, had been closed, and the label whiob 
had been put on the door taken dowu. Here, in order to unbend his 
audience from their serious mood and conciliate them, he painted witli & 
touch of humor tho hiidte with which the paper was taken down by Major 
Craig, the son-in-law of the Inspector. Iliivinji^ thus partially succeeded 
in securing a favorable hearing, ho ventured to enter more seriously on 
the f^rave question which had just been put by Parkinson, whether those 
concerned in the destruction of Neville's house were right or wrong in 
doing so ? As a reason that he and hia colleagues could ^^iyb no vote on 
this, qnestion, he stated that thej were not sent there to vote on any pn^ 
position, bat simply to give an account of what had taken pkoe in toWB| 
in order to eatiafy die people, and to ahow that it waa nnn e e e i ofti y for any 
force to come haok the oomtiy to pnt down the ezMslfle ol&De, aa tbia liad 
already been done. Bat beobflervedthataltbonghnotanthoniedto votOb 
- they were at liberty aa iellow-dtiienfly identified with the welliu% of the 
. eonntiy, and wonld take upon them to give th^ adviee. Then reearring 
to the qneation of Bukinion, and de&rring somewhat to the reeeived opia^ 
knu of the people on the subject of the OKoiee law, be said that the aot 
might be morally right, but it waa legally wrong — ^it was trta n n ■ -i t wee 
a ease for the President to call out the militia ; in fact, it had become his 
duty to do 80.* These ideas of the speaker, although thus cautiously 

*The expression miyht bo morally right, nlthout!;h hypothetically nsod, hut not 
asserted as his opinioD, w as made a ground of accusation against Mr. Brackcnridge, 
and an attempt to identify him with the rioters; and in order to accomplish this hia 
Ungaago has been perverted by iiildreth and by N. B. Craig. He told them, siyr 
these writers, " that although they wart morally riyht, thcj were legally wroag," 
snd omitting altogether (he werds whieh followed, *'it is treason." * Ther« is 
a diflisreiiee obvioiie to every one between saying you may be morally right — ^diat 
U, in your opinion— and saying yon are morally right. One woidd suppose from 
them, that the few words thus Ihlslfled was the whole of hSs epeedh. This is a 
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wMded, produced a fltarliliQg ienmtioii. A new view of the rabjeot wu 

suddenly presented to the iruilty, and those not yet implicated found 
themselves standing on the brink of a precipice. Taking advantage of 
this, the speaker continued : But the President, said he, will reflect on 
the difficulty of getting the militia to march. They will be reluctant from 
the midland counties and the upper parts of Maryland and Virginia. It 
will probably be necessary to bring them from Jersey and the lower parts 
of the States. For these reasons, the President will be disposed to offer 
in amnesty. He then proceeded to state, m an example, the amnesty 
given in the State of Pennsylvania in the case of the riot in 1779, on 
Wilson's house in Philadelphia. But in order to obtain this amnesty, an 
•Hplioatioa ought to be made to the JSzeeotiTe) that eueh application 
wnUd oome mtix a better gieee and more rapport fimm Ihoee not involved 
ihan from ihow that won; thatitwaiBottbeintoraetofthekttertoinTohe 
olheiBy bnt to let ihem remain as they were, in order to aet as mediatiBg 
Ben wiih the goremment I Here rage was plainly ahoini in the oomi^ 
tananoes of Ftolonwni-and those who were implioaled; a nod of approha* 
lion was given by ihe chairman, while many others plsinly expressed 
sfprahelion in their looks. It was evident thai a line of separation had 
been dimwn, of which many would be glad to avail themselves. Bnt the 
displeasure of the violent portion was plainly discernible, although nothing 
was said. The speaker saw that they distrusted the certainty of an 
amnesty, or did not relish the idea of asking it, and resented the being 
placed in a different category from those not implicated ; while the latter 
«>uld ^th difficulty restrain the expression of their satisfaction at the 
turn which had been given to the affair by the speaker. It became ne* 
cessary for him, on seeing this, out of regard for the feeliritrs of the first, 
to exert himself to satiafy them of the probability of obtaining an amnesty 

species of falsification and misrepresentation of the most disgraceful kind. The 
idea that an uct might bu luorally right, although legally wrong, was very prevalent, 
and is so still with many conacieatious men. It is nothing more than the appeal 
to the higktr la», which seems to haTo been-reviTed within a fbw years. The re- 
verse of the proposition may slao be maintained, to wit : tiiat a thing may be I^gaUy ' 
fight, yet morally wsong. The fSesliags of the Irish and Seoteh on the sobjeet «f { 
tte ezeise» and whioh was retained by them and their dssBendaats in America, if \ 
not easy to be understood ; th^ give a singular obliquity to their moral percep> ; 
tions on the subject. There is an anecdote of an Irishman, who, in confessing to 
his priest a horrid mass of iniquities, was asked by him if he could remember no 
good act as a set-off to so much wiekudnesR. Ifo at first hesitatedt then seemiag 
to recollect, **Stay," said he, ^* I once kilkd an exciseman.** 
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he at the same time enlarged on the want of paver on the part of the 
people to sustain what had been done— the* nanow basis on which they 
had to stand — a small part of the ooontry, not eYin the whole of the 
Weatern ooontiaa with them — uDprepand with amSi miuiittODS and 
naovieea of war, in opposition to a power oompanitiYaly Tast and orar- 
whelming I Betanung to the sabjeet of the amnestyi he stated minntofy 
the repeated pvoofii glTon by Washington of his great anziefy to avoid war, 
espedaUy oivil war. That this beneivolont polioj had area bean oanied 
to an extent whieh had been blamed, or was Wamable. The ease of tiw 
ooantennand of the Vremf Isle estabHshment, at the instanoe or threats of 
the Indian ohief Oom jnanter, was vefened to, and perceiving that his 
auditory was about to relapee into their serious mood, he indulged in some 
touches of pleasantry on the subject of Indian treaty negotiations, and 
introduced the Secretary at War and Corn Planter making speeches. 
Now, said he, if even an insignificant tribe of Indians can have treaties 
and negotiate with the government, why should the people of the four 
western counties despair ? He then earnestly besouprht them, for their 
own sakes and the sake of their fellow-citizens, not to involve them in the 
I same difficulties, when all would be equally guilty and none left to inter- 
cede I In conclusion, he used an argument against present action which 
would have great weight with his hearers from thor republican habits ; 
there was but a small portion of the people presenti and who had no 
authority to speak for the whole western oonntiy; at the same tisM ha 
advised the ealling a larger meeting, oo-extensive with the snrveji before 
any important step slumld be taken. He advised the sending^ in the 
meanwhile a delegation to the BzeentiTe, on the snijeet of what had fteen 
rai^ and ^legally done. He proposed to nnderteke this mission him- 
sdf, as one of snoh delegation, although greatly inoonTonient to him^ aad 
disagreeable at that season to nndertake the journey. 

This imptompta effort, whieh has not been given, but only desoiibed, 
was attended with remarkable results. It was followed by a deep silence 
for some time, and no one rising to speak, the meeting spontaneously broke 
up ; some went to the spring, as if to drink, others separated into knots, 
in close and grave consultation. In the meantime Mr. Brackenridge col- 
lected his companions and advised them to leave the ground without 
delay, to avoid the danger of being again called on by the meeting ; but 
in order to avoid the appearance of retiring in haste, he returned 
to the ground to show himself for a few moments, and then joined 
his company and departed* After this the meeting again oonTonedi bat 
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QoHiiiig further was done thm to Mt on tho raggestion of calling % meet- 
ing co-extensive with tibe mfey, and pMsiBg a feeolutioii to that e£foek| 
to be pnhtished in the Fittehnrgh OaseiU,* 

H appeftn at » rahMqaeot period that the speeoh of Mr. Braekenxidge 
WM nofkyorably repraeented to the Exeontiye bj mma friend or friends 
of thelnipeetor. It wu stated that be had ridievled the exoiw law^ and 
liad spoken dlBreBpeetfiiliif of the Fkeeident and Seeretaiy at War.f It wm 
fortunate for him that he was attended by penoaa who were ready and 
willing to Toneh fta hia ooodiiet. The afidaTitr of theae persona, aa wiH 
appear in the notes to this chapter, agree as to the general scope and the 
effect of the speech, although varying from each other on some unimpor- 
tant particulars. The reader will see that it was one of these rare occa- 
sions, where a popular speech is a reality, not to amuse by a holiday exhi- 
bition, but to control the passions. The effect was to stop the ball of insur- 
rection for the present, and to draw a line effectually between the guilty 
and those who feared to be drawn into treason against the government. 
The business was taken out of the hands of the mob led on by reckless 
men, and referred to a representation, a proceeding qonaonant to the habits i 
and practice of the people ; and as the natural consequence, erery one 
would be disposed to await the aotion of this higher authority emanating I 
from themselves ; and here we see the great differenoe between the Amer-| 
lean repablica and thoae revolutionary atates whose peaoe ia constantly I 
at the merey of some self<appointed chief or leader. Snob delegationa aM.) 
flofiuniliar to onr democratio or repobliban habitay ihat we can aearoely ap-\ 
precia^th^ importance, without comparing them with the furiona, unp 
leaaoniog mobe of other countriea. 1^ ia impqasible to foreaee the pemioioiia 
effect of the vote proposed by Ftokinson, and supported by Bradfordi in < 
oaae it had been aanetiotted. The probability is, that the flame would 
have extended at once over the whole western counties. But for tiie 
aubseqoent conduct of Bradford, and his misguided associates, in causing 

* "By araspsotaUe munber of dtissBS who met on Wsdaesday, the 284 intt, at 
the meetiag houe 4m lOngo Oree^ it Is reeommeaded to the towaahips of the four 
westein eounties of PoDBiylvania, and the neighboring eooatios of Virgiiiia» to 

meet and choose not more than fiye, nor less than two representatives, to meet at 
Parkinson's Ferry on the Monongahela, on Thursday, the 14th of August next, to 
take into consideration the oondition of the westom oountKy/' 17th July, 17M. 

f It is probable that this proceeded from Major Craig, who ooold not brook the 
jest of tearing down the paper on the new oioiso offieo hi hot luuite I Thie» hi his 
estimation, was a Tsry serioasoffoiisoag^Dst hisi, whiohhe ooidd not well afford 
to set-off against aaything else. 



Digiiizeti by LiOO^ic 



WMSBB IHBVBBIOnOK* 



the extraordinary assemblage of ttie people in arms at Braddock's Field, 
under a false pretext, and which may possiblj have beeu projected before 
the meeting at Mingo Greek, the popular eballition might ka?e sobeidedt 
and the inaurrcctionarj spirit died out of itself. In this casei the earn- 
inal act of the destniotioii of Neville's house would have been a partial 
iad isolated afiair — a serious and deplonble riot^ instead of the ooii^ 
■MieemMit of mi inmreetioo. The popular reflaolioa of t^oae at a dii^ 
tanco turn iha aoeaei would hava eanaed a motioni and the keal diatmlik 
auee would haTo been extiagnished for want of fuel to keep it up. Tha 
reapeotable and intelligent part of the eommunityy although opposed to 
the ezoiae law, had no other idea than to seek finr ita repeal by lefgd 
aseana; hut it waa impoanble to aeeertain in the fiiat tnstanoei what pro* 
portion of the people was in &Yor of reaorting to violent meaaa } and ia 
this way many ware awupi along with the ourrent which they oould not 
resist. 

The conduct of liradford is best explained by the incidents related in 
the progress of this narrative, lie was a vain, shallow man, with some 
talent for popular declamation, which in the present state of the public 
mind might be productive of mischief. Fortunately he had not the ca- 
pacity to form any deep consistent plan, which looked beyond the present 
moment with a foresifrht of all consequences. It seemed to be his passion 
' to ride on the popular wave, elated with popular appifiuse^ and at tha 
tame time fearful of popular displeasure. 

The consequence to Mr. Bcaokenridge^ besides the misrepieeentation of 
his speech abroad, was a temporary loss of popularity^ being at th^ime a 
eandidata for a seat in Oongnssy with almost a certainty of election. Th# 
participatota in the eriminal acts were enraged agaiiOt him^ and those ra* 
lieTod ficom momentaiy ambanassment were not ^i^posed to avow them- 
asirea in his fam. The praetice of his profession had taught him the 
naeessity of preoaution, without whieh the moat innooent may be in- 
▼olved in the appearance of guilt. An energetic and fbsrless lawyer oan^ 
not avoid making enemies in the discharge of his proftsdooai obligations. 
Bir. Braokenridge found such an enemy in one'" of the Neville conneotiotty 
which gave rise to a personal rencontre, and was probably the foundation 
of the difference betweeu him and the powerful Neville connection. The 
intelligent and disinterested did him justice, and acknowledged the impor- 
tant services rendered by him to the country in this and other occasions 
in the course of the insurrection ; but partial affidavits were procured, 
containing gross misrepresentations, and transmitted to the government ; 

• M^iorEirkpatriek. 
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but these were never made public, and consequently could not be contra- 
dicted. It is certain tliat a most unfavorable impression was made ncrainst 
him in the minds of the President and some members of the Cabinet, 
afterward heightened aod oonfirmed by those friends of the Nevilles who 
erossed the mountains ; an impression which was not removed from the 
Blind of Secretary Hamilton untU his examination of that gentleman in 
penon. For doing a laudable and patriotio act at the request Col. Neville^ 
he WIS one time threatened with the Ion of fortune, reputatka and life. 
Nothing but his great abilitiis and moral ooonga eould have extricated 
Hr. Braokenridge fiom the peneeatioiis whieh attorward puaned hxmf ' 
aad whieh were in preparation at the very monent he was hasarding 
tveiything in support of the gOTemment. ^ is not sttrprising that no 
means existed of oontradioting these malignant maohinations^ when we 
eonsider that at that day the oommnnioation between the east and the 
west of the mountains was almost as difficult as at present between us and 
California. Why did not Col. Neville counteract these false impressions ? 
Men of stronger minds and loftier principles have yielded to the iuiluence 
of family and of party ties. 

The reflections of the reader may induce him to think that the mere 
circumstance of being required to pay a duty on their stills, is not sufh- ; 
cient to account for the extraordinary degree of excitement and of passion | 
which prevailed among these people. There was certainly a higher cause, j ' 
already referred to, and one oalonlated to engender feelings which are ! 
entitled to much greater i^ympathy. The western people, with few [ ^ 
exceptions, cultivated their own farms, and> as already stated, had noj 
market for their produce until their grain was reduced in bulk by distil- 1 
lation into whiskey. Those farms were seldom worth more than from threej 
hundred to one thonsand idoUan; thus, when delinqnents, on account of; 
the soaceity of money, were unable to pay th^ duties, they were exposed! 
to suits in the Federal court at Phil^dphia, which subjected tibtem-to an j . 
expense equal to the vafaie of their homesteads. This will explain the/ 
earnestness on the subject of the return of the writs by the Marshal, an^ 
the expression of Bayid Hamilton, that it was better that one man should 
die, than so many men should lose their plantations." Their h&mesj the 
honu3s of their wives and children, were in jeopardy. Can we be sur- 
prised at this feeliag, which we ^have seen and respected even among the 
Florida Indians, among the squatters of the West, and the settlers of 
Wyoming ? A cause penetrated by these considerations, presented a ver^' 
ditferent character from that of mere opposition to an excise on whiskey; 
and it is beyond question; that the immediate cause of the outbreak was [ 
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the service of process on Miller, the neighbor and relative of Neville. 
This cause of complaint, so uniformly overlooked bj those who have 
written accounts of the Western Insurrection, was ever prominent in their 
minds. The outcry of taking meu to a great distance from their viciuage, 
is of traditional aggravation with the Anglo-American, and is as old, at 
least, as Magna Charte. It forms a most promineni item in our DeoUn^ 
tion of Independence, and while many of the grievanoea of the exoifle law 
had been redressed in consequence of remoostraneeSi this-^^he greatest of 
them all, and whieh ihonld fint have claimed attention — was disregardedi 
until the laat moment. An aet of Gongreaa had al length been passed, 
as wo have eeen, authoriiuig the State oonrta to take oogniBnoe of the 
matter, hat for eome nnaooonntable reason it was not eanied into eieet| 
bnt the prooeedings against distiUexs oommeneed in Fhiladelpbia» as nsnal. 



N0TB8 TO OHAPEB III. 



AffiDATiTs or Pauom who aocoh- 
PAiriio Ma. BRAOKnaisaa ▲* TOa 
Moroo IfiiTiHO. 

AXUglm^ Cwmiy^ $9. 

Before me, Alexander Addison, Judge 
of the District Courts, personally ap- 
peared, &c. Adamson lannehill, &o. 

Hzlractf Appendix to ^*IncidenUf^ p. 70, &c. 

*<That on the morning of the meeting 
of the Mingo Creek meettng^houee^ Hugh 
Hemry BnckearidgOi Esq. ealled oa this 
deponent, and asked him if he would ac- 
company bim there, as he wished some 
pefRon with him who might be an evi- 
dence of his conduct. The deponent de- 
clineil, iiUeging that tlie rioters who had 
burnt General Neville's house might ten- 
der an oath, or something of the kind, 
to sopport them in wliat had been done; 
went away* retuned a short time alter- 
ward to Mr. Biaekenridge's house, and 
Ibnnd him mi CM, Pml^ NevUU in 
wtMfwtim o» ih§ «aaw itil^tek Was 



again solicited to go, and abeofaitely re- 
vised. Referred thm to Josiah Taone- 

hill,.whom the deponent thought might 
go, provided he could get a horse. Col. 
NevilU replied, he thou hi not want a horte^ 
if (hat ivas all. The deponent says that 
ho understood at the time from the con- 
versation that passed, that Col. >eYilIe 
was apprised of that meeting, frum the 
anxiety he appeared to iiaTO that some 
person should go with Mr. Brackearidge. 
It was at length agreed that Josiah Taa- 
aehiU and George Bohinson should ge^ 
who the deponent heUevei did.' 



M 



£ziraa from the AfidavU qf Feier 

Audrain. 

"This deponent, the morning of the 
meeting at Mingo Creek, was requested 
by Mr. Bradkenridge to aoeompany him 
to that meeting; hesitating very much, 

prwiUed tymi to ^ 

At that meeting, Mr. Brackearidge, 
at the beginning of a qpeeeh he made on 



Digu_cj Ly Google 



69 



that occasion, said that those OOnOfEned 
in burning of Gen. Neville's house were 
guilty of treason ; he powerfully opposed 
and luckily defeated the resolution which 
was to support the brave fellows who 
iiad attended at the burning Gen. Neville's 
Imuet he advised to try by every pos- 
iibl« means to auike peace with the gov^ 
ernment^ and get an aot of obliTion, and 
offered to go himself to Philaddphia, if 
it was agreeable to the people. The turn 
he gave to the businos?, saved us from 



Deposition of Jotiah Tannehill. 

•'That this deponent accompanied Mr. 
Brackenridge to the meeting at Mingo 
Creek, at the request of Mr. Bracken- 
ridge, who was going, as this deponent 
understood, at tlie request of GoL P. 
Neville. Mr. Brackenridgei when he 
requested tliis deponent to go, said that 
he wished persons to go that were capa- 
ble to take notice, and i^ve infonnation 
of what was said or done. 

"Early in the morning, an inflamma- 



the most delicate situation that this i tory speech was delivered by Mr. Brad- 



depouent ever thought himself in; being 
apprehensive that if the question had 
been put, and we had voted against it, 
we would hare been in personal danger, 
and voting for it wonld have inTolved ns 
in a orime. After the speedi of Mr. 
Bmekenridge, there was a lonif tOenee, 
and most of the people went out. This 
deponent went out with the other per- 
sons of Pittsburgh ; and shortly after, 
on the .-ufTLrestion of Mr. Brackenridge 
that some other delicate questions might 
be brought forward, it was judged best 
to get off as speecUly as possible. We 
went away, and Mr. Brackenridge with 
ns, as nnobservedlj as we conld. We 
came to the house, about half a mile, 
where we had left our horses, which had 
taken up an hour or more ; it was sug- 
gested by some one present, that we had 
come off abruptly, and that a bad con- 
struction might be put upoa it, that we 
had been there as spies, it would be well 
for Mr. Brackenridge, at least, just to go 
bapk, and take leave ; wluch he did, and 
returned to us in as short a time as was 
neeessary to go and come back. At that 
meeting, the deponent did not see Mr. 
Brackenridge having private conversation 
with Marshall or Bradford, nor does he 
think it probable that he could have any, 
from the shortness of the time we were 
there before the opening of the meet- 
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ford to induce the people to pledge them- 
selves to support what had been done at 
Gen. Neville's house, which Mr. Bracken* 
ridge oppoied by art and force of twum- 
m^, amdfinaUif baffled the propotUkn, 

"This deponoit can say on this occa* 
sion, and on every other within his know- 
ledge, that Mr. Brackenridge, to the best 
of his judgment, acted a pnrt favorable 
to the repressing the disorder of the 
time, and restoring order and good gov- 
ernment." 

AffldavU nf luuut Cfr^g, 

**That about the 27th of July last,, 
bting at Mr. Braokenridge's house, this 

deponent heard him say (in conversation 
respeo^g the attack on Gen. NeviUe'e 

house, which was a few days previous to 
that time,) that it was a very ra; h piece 
of business, and that he conceived the 
people to be mad, or words to that effect, 
and that it would be attended with serious 
oonaequenees to them, as the govmuntnt 
could not overlook it, but .must take 
it up.' 



n 



£xtract of a letter from -the Hon. 
James Ross, U. S. Senator, in answer to ■ 

Mr. Brackenridge: 

*' I lived in Washington at the time 
Gen. Neville's house was destroyed, and. 
during the time of the late disturbance^. 
On the lataia of the Washington gentle- 
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mn from the Miogo Creek mMtiBg, I 
understood from them that a propoNl 
had been made in the meeting, that those 
guilty of the outrage should be supported 
bj force against all attempts to punish 
them, and that this had been warmly 
advocated by some of our Washington 
people; but that 70a wif« of » differint 
qpiniMi, and had stated that in all prob- 
ibility the goTenment would be indnoed 
to taati^^ it, and that a oombiiialioii of 
'thle wtt wemlHM»c9p$ ih» vkok eoMKiy, 
.•and oblige gonmuMMi lo take notice of thou 
.who had tran$ffrea$ed. This meeting ended 
fbgr a proposal to haye a more general 
• one, ftrom the four counties west of the 
imountains in Pennsylvania, and as I 
•understood, the western oountiea of Yir- 
;ginia." 

Jffidmk ^ Johi WJhnM. 

•< At the time of Uanhal Lenox being 
at Pittobnrgh, abont the ISth or 14th of 
July last, being a few days before the 
attack on Gen. Neyille's house, I was in 
the office of Mr. Brackenridge, on some 
business with him ; was asked by him 
about the constitution of the Mingo 
Creek society, and laughing at some parts 
of it, he asked what oouldput it into the 
people*BheadstofonnraehaoBei leaid 
the people had all been running wild, and 
talked of taking Neville priioner and 
boming Pittsburgh ; and this foming the 
society was thought of bj some persons 
to turn the people to remonstrating and 
petitioning, and giving them something 
to do that .way to keep them quiet. Mr. 
Brackenridge asked what could put it in 
their heads to tliiuk of burning Pitts- 
burgh t I said I did not know, but they 
havetalkedef It Ian of opinion that 
at the tin* of the nanh to Httsborgh 
there wae great danger; I was at the Min- 
go Creek meetiag-honse, andanmbersof 
people were dissatisfied with Mr. Brack- 
Mridge'a ipeeeh there^ as Iftappearedhe 



was unwilling to support what was doot, 
and iuppo§tilob$ mtks Mb ^ lAs^ofsnH 

Note on the above by Mr. Bmck- 
enridge : " After the burning of Neville's 
house, I had mentioned this information 
of M'Douald as a matter I thought 
nothing of at the time^ but as a proof 
that the house was in danger. It has 
been the ground of a oalumny, that! 
had a previous knowledge of the attaek 
on the hoose." 

AjgHdaioii qf George Robinton^ {Chi^ 
Burgess.) 

•'That at the request of Mr. Bracken- 
ridge, ho went to the meeting at Mingo 
Creek. Mr. Brackenridge informed him 
that it was at the request of Col. Presley 
Neville that he himself was going. Mr. 
Bfaokenridge laid he wished this depo- 
nent to go^ as being a pnblio offioer, the 
chief burgess of the town, as he wished 
to hare some persons to bear testimony 
of his conduct, as the situation might be 
delicate. This deponent found the situa- 
tion delicate enough, when a motion was 
brought forward to support what had 
been done at burning Gen. Neville's 
house, and whioh was warmly supported. 
This deponent being nnoh alarmed at 
the time^ lest the question shoold be put 
on this aoconnt, that bj voting in the af- 
firmative we should.be drawn in as'ae- 
complices, and bj voting agidnst it ire 
might be in personal danger. After an 
inflammatory speech by a certain person, 
there was a silence for some time. Du- 
ring this time the deponent was in great 
anxiety lest the question should be put, 
when Mr. Brackenridge addressed the 
meeting in a speech of some length, and 
as it appeared, with great anxiety of 
mind. The speeeh, in the opinion of this 
deponctat, appeared to be ealmilated to 
parry the question. He informed them 
that we were not delegated bj the ^wa 
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to do any act for them, and therefore if 
ire gave any Tote, it ooold only be M in* 
I divldiMb; thtl m aa Indltidiial lie 
' voidd give his eflaieii* Here Mr. 
BEmekflDfldge espUined the nstore and 
Mosequences of what had been done ; 
he j^ainly told them that all concerned 
were guilty of treason, that it would be 
better not to draw any more in, as they 
could be of more use as mediators with 
the p:overnment than aa accomplices ; 
that the well known lenity of the Presi- 
dent of the United States gare reaeon to 
■appoae that an aeoominodatloft night 
be brought about before he would pro- 
oeed to extvemltfes; that the pieeent 
neetbg waa but aa inooorideraUe part 
of the four counties ; that a large meeting 
might be called by delegates regularly 
appointed, and thjit commissioners might 
be sent to the President in order to bring 
about an accommodation; that though 
it would not be conrenient for him to go 
at that time, yet, if such a measure was 
adopted, he waa wfUing to go and to ren- 
der any serrioe in his power. Thia de- 
ponent does not reooUeot partSenlarly, 
bat has lenie reeoHeotiou of Kr. Bxaok- 
enridge mentioning that the damage done 
must be repaired. 

"After Mr. Brackenridge closed his 
speech, there appeared to be an adjourn 
ment without a motion made for that 
purpose. During the interyal, Mr. Brack- 
enridge urged us to get off as unobsery- 
edly as possible, leet we ihooid be drawn 
ftethor In. Daring the tfana that we 
veraoattharewaaa good deal of ntnr- 
moring among tiie people* and thia depo- 
JMBt aap poici this had glen Mr. Brack- 
enridge apprehensions, and he has inform- 
ed the deponent since that it was that 
which alarmed him. We went away on 
this, and Mr. Brackenridge slipped after 
US. As we crossed ft small run a short 
distance from the meeting-house, we 
were called after by some persons to oome 



back ; but we hurried off as fast as pos- 
sible to the house where we had left onr 
honee. While there it waa auggested ^ 
by some of the oompaay that aa we had 
oome off 80 abroptly, it might be well if 
Mr. Brackenridge or acme one Bhould re> 
turn and make some exense. Mr. Brack- 
enridge took his horse, and said he would 
ride over and make some excuse. He 
rode over and came back in a very short 
time, BO that we wondered he could have 
been there and come back, and said he 
had found them just breaking up. In 
our way home mentioidng toMr. Braekea- 
ridge the fortosate eaeape we had made^ 
he made oae of thia eiq^reedon, 'he had 
never been in ao delteate a aitoation be- 
fore in his life.' The deponent has been 
present at other meetings since in the 
town of Pittsburgh, and heard Mr. Brack- 
enridge's sentimental on various occa- 
sions, and observed hia conduct, and can 
say to the best of his knowledge, that 
with respect to the people that were 
expelled from the towi^ aad ereiy thing 
elie that waa done, he aoted from no 
aelffah moti?e of resentment, or dleporf- 
tioa to hurt any man ; bat from modToa 
of policy, to moderate matters and pre- 
vent mischief; and this deponent knows 
this to be the general sentiment of the 
people of Pittsburgh, and they consider 
themselves indebted to his policy in a 
great degree for the safety of the town 
in the affair of BraddooVa Field, whan 
we ware led lo apprehend plunder and 
deatmetioa from the ftoy of the pae^ 
that had met there." 

Statement of CoL WUUam Sample. 

*'8ia — At your request, I shall give 
you a short detail of the circumstances 
leading to, and of the principal traits of 
your conduct at Slingo meeting-house. 
I remember that it was the general opin- 
ion of the inhabitanta of Fittabur|^ 
that itnaold be prudeat that a wmaUm 
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wt p0»QOS iIicqM bt Mat turn tins 
plMc^ to meet llioee who were eoOeeting 
from tarionB perte of the conntiy. No 

instractlons, to my knowledge, were 
giyen to those who went. But I under- 
stood the general purport of our going 
there was to hear and report. You asked 
me if I TvouUl make one of the number 
that would go. I hedtftted for some 
tiaie, ukd until I aeked the oj^on of 
CoL Freeley Nerille, whioh was, *l see 
no kam in yovr going there if 7011 ehooee 
to Tentnre, and if yon do, I will thank 
yon to carry a lettor for me to the chair- 
man of the committee, contradicting 
some false aspersions ■which have been 
industriously circulated, respecting the 
Marshal and myself being released upon 
onr words of liouor to hold ourselves 
as prisoners on demand that night my 
fklher's honse was boined.' I aooepted 
the ofltoe and came bwA to 70a, and told 
jon I woidd go. When we anired at 
Jnaob Friggley's honse, near the meet- 
Ittf-hoaaa, in the oonrse of various con- 
▼wrsations, a tall man there, with red 
hair, frequently expressed a warmth of 
affection for Presley Neville ; seemingly 
commiserated his situation, and took 
some credit to himself in rescuing him 
when he was made prisoner the night 
aforesaid; but at the same time was 
jtiU making some sareastlo obBsrvatidoe 
en Us ftither. I foand the temper of 
the people was wound np to a Tery high 
4^tcb, and I took this favorable oppor- 
tanity of delivering Col. NoTiile'a letter 
to him, after finding his name was Par- 
kinson, and that he had considerable in- 
fluence; telling him that the Colonel had 
desired me to deliver this lo|^.er to him 
in case I should liud him, and requested 
he would deliver it to the chairman. He 
nadily took it, and it was the first thing 
hvenght <m the carpet at the meeting, 
tta aeeretary read tiite letter, but no 
e b es i i ntf o M fcltowed. AftiriemeiilfMe 



a person stood np and made a motimw 

that the bnming of Gen. Neville's hoiiseT 
and those eoneemed in it, should be josti- 
fied and supported. I could observe the 
people of the meeting considerably agi- 
tated. Col. Marshall, of Washington, 
was the first who ventured to oppose this 
motion ; and he appeared to do no both 
with /ear and inmUmg* Alter this speech 
was OTor, David Btadfisrd arose, and 
beokened to Beijawin Ftekinson, (as 
Oi^t. Josiah TanneluU informed, who 
had mixed with the erowd and hi^penofl 
to sit down nn the forms close by him,) 
asked him if the relation Col. Neville 
had given in his letter was true. To 
which question Parkinson answered, put- 
ling hiti hand to his breast, it is true. 
Mr. Bradford then dropping the subject 
of the letter, began a most violent and 
inflasunatoxj oration in support of the 
first motion* I obserred Mr. Braoken- 
ndge in the oonrse of this oration, who 
being seated at the west end of the 
chnrch, and opposite to the principal 
part of the Pittsburghers, who had seated 
thcra!=elvcs at the east corner by them- 
selves, in great agitation, often throwing 
his head down on his hand and in the 
attitude of study. At length Mr. Brad- 
ford's speech being eudod, Mr. Bracken- 
ridge adTsnced nearly to the middle of 
the honse, and opposite the oHaiTmas^ 
and began his speech, slowly and ir- 
regularly; for the onnent of tlie people's 
pr^ndiees seemed to be strongly againit 
him. He first opened the reasons wby 
the few persons from Pittsburgh came 
there; that they were not instructed; 
nor had they delegated powers to agree 
or to disagree on any proposition that 
might be made, they came only to hear 
and report. He took various methods of 
diverting the andienoe from the epeeeh 
that preesded hia. Bometimas he wonld 
give a sareaatieal stroke at the exeisfi, 
and the iaTenkmi of % iind then USk 
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iini0^1Ittofyth«r«toXfilfttiBg; Sn order 

I apprehend, to nnbend the audience's 
minds from the serious tone to which 
thpy had been wron^ht up. He viewed 
the subject before him in various lights; 
and then entered warmlj on his main 
argument, which was to dissuade the 
audience from the iirat proposition. He 
Md tiiem in direet words, *fhat he hoped 
Hiej would not inrolTe the whole country 
Hi ft orbne whieh eoold not be called hy 
lees nune than high treeeon ; that tide 
would certainly bring down the resent- 
ment of the general government, and 
there would be none left to intercede.' 

** The audioTiee seemed petrified, thnn- 
derstniek with such observations; nnd 
when he had done, not a person seemed 
desirous of renewing the art^uments. 
Silence ensued for some time and then 
tfie oompany brohe np, and some went to 
drink at tiie spring, and others in little 
Knots or elnbs were Aspersed OTer the 
green. Those who eame from Pitts- 
burgh , finding that the andienoe was to 
be called to the church once more, took 
this opportunity to make the best of 
their way to Jacob Friggley's. The com- 
pany met again, but I know not that 
thej did any business of consequence ; 
for Mr. Brackenridge was soon with us, 
and we took our horseei and returned to 
ttttsborgh. 

WOLIAM SlMPU. 

liaOurffh, 20th Sept 1796." 

Extract /ram the Afidavit of WaUam 
Beaumont. 

" That the deponent was one of those 
who accompanied Mr. Brackenridge to 
the meeting at Mingo Creek ; that it was 
at the request of Mr. Brackenridge that 
he went, in order to vouch for his con- 
dnot on that oeeadon, and bear testi- 
mony of what flhould be said or done by 
Urn, oonddering the'dtnation as deli- 



'^Thls deponent Ibnnd the sitoatioii 

sufficiently delicate ; and on a motion be- 
ing brought forward early in the meeting 
and strongly supported, this deponent 
was greatly alarmed, being apprehensive 
of being brought to vote on a question of 
that nature, which was to pledge our- 
selves to support what had been done ; 
which, as this deponent understood, was 
the violence »nd ontrage that had jost 
taken place. This deponent was alarmed, 
becanse to go aw^ might expose to 
insult and personal danger, as he nndear- 
stood the people of Pittsburgh were con- 
sidered in an unfavorable light by the 
people of the country ; and to vote 
against the question would be equally 
dangerous, or more so ; and to vote for 
it this deponent could not think of, as it 
would involve iu criminality. 

'* In a speech of considerable length 
made by Ifo. Brackenridge at this jnne- 
tore, he aj^eared to have tiie same im- 
presrions ; and with all the art and ad- 
dress that was in lus power, wished to 
parry the question without rendering 
himself obnoxious to the multitude. 
The observations made by Mr. Bracken- 
ridge in the course of the speech, were, 
as nearly as this deponent recollected, 
to the following effect : those first made 
were of a nature to conciliate them (the 
persons present,) to the people of Htts- 
bnrgh, that they (the people of Pltts- 
bnrgh,) were not abettors of the exoise 
more than other people, nor did they 
nndertake to support excise officers more 
than other people ; they left these mat- 
tors to the government. But at the same 
time it was a very difi'ercnt matter not 
to support, and to oppose ; that be this 
as it might, we did not come as delegates 
from the town, but as individuals, and 
it would bono use fnr ns to join in snoh 
a proposition, for it would not bind, as 
we represented nobody. Tlmt he, Mr. 
Brackenzidge^ had no olgeoticn to give 
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hifl opinion on these matters ; that what 
was done would be construed treason ; 
it might be morally right, but it was le- 
gally wrong, and would subject those 
concerned to punishment, unless they 
had force enough to support an oppodl- 
lioii to Ihe Iawi ; tlieiiifttCar miist temii- 
itate !n % reTolotion or * vtbeUion; if 
fliej bad not strength to naike it a rero* 
lation, it mint bo a rebellion: that that 
part of the country waa but a small part 
to undertake such an object; that they 
had not even the four western counties, 
or neighboring counties of Ponnsylyania, 
nor the three counties of Virginia, nor 
Kentucky, if that could bo of any use ; 
and that the undertaking afforded no 
rfttiMMial prospeot of iDOoeis. Thst the 
ease was not desperate; an aeoommoda- 
tlon wight be brought about with the 
gorermnent, and that it would be unoh 
better for those not inTolTod to remain 
80, as they would hare more weight in 
their representations as advocates, than 
if involved themselves; and could with ' 
propriety come forward as a mediating | 
party between the government and them. 

' TbaA there was reason to conoeive that 
goTemment would not be sash in taking 
tigmroosmeasores; that the ndlilia most 
be drafted; that there would be a re- 
Ivotanoe in the miUtia of Pennsylvania 

, to serve, and, perhaps, of the neighbor- 
ing States ; . that the President would 
reflect on this and be disposed to an 
accommodation ; that taking into view 
the disposition of the President, from 
what we had seen in the case of the 
British spoliations, it was a natural con- 
dnsion tliat he would not wish to involTO 
the eountiyin a war; and his oondnot 
also in respeot to the Indian tribes in 
treating with them to a degree that has 
been blamed where war has been thought 
better, gave reason to siqppose tiiat he 
would not be hasty in using vigorous 
measures in a case like the present ; 1 



that the late instance of his lenity in the 
case of the Presq' Isle establishment, to 
which the letters of Cornplanter had put 
a stop, manifested the same thing. Here 
Mr. Brackenridge indulged some pleasan- 
tly on the apprehensUms of government 
in this case^ and oreatod a laugh. In 
this and sereral parts of his speeeht 
where Mr. Braokenridge indulged a vein 
of pleasantry and humor, this deponent 
saw through it, and thought it manifested 
a great degree of management and ad- 
dress, to play with the fancy of the peo- 
ple, and divert their attention from that 
intentness in having the proposition car* 
ried, which he was endeavoring to pre- 
vent The result was, Mr. Braokenridge 
seemed to wish that aU things should 
remain as th^ were^ and be put in train 
of negotiatton. 

'*Ur. BraekenfidgePi speeeh ended, a. 
pause ensued; most of the members of 
the meeting left the meeting-house for a 
short period of time. On being desired 
to resume their Beats, we thought it most 
prudent to retreat, Mr. Brackenridge 
telling us, 'we had better get off as soon 
as we can, or they will bring us into 
some other disagreeable predieament.' 
This deponent went with Mr. Bracken- 
ridgOt eame away with him, had an op* 
portunity of seeing him through the 
whole of the time, and did noi cbunt 
him to hm$ anif privaU MMVsrMtffofi with 
any ptnon prmKL" 

The necessity for the negative evidence 
contained in the concluding part of the 
foregoing extract, and in some of the 
other afiidaTits, will ereate surprise in 
the reader, and may require some ex- 
planation. It was insisted on by the 
enemies of Mr. Braokenridge^ espeeially 
of the Neville oonneotion, that he had 
some secret and mysterious understand- 
ing with the rioters or insurgents. For 
instance, that he knew of the intended 
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ImniiBg of N«ii]]tPs kmita, aiul mm fhe 
prime moTW of oil miioliiof, standiiig 
Mind tho Boone and pnHiag the wires, 
vliile the apparent leed«ra were only 
fuppeto in his hand. Hence it became 
necessary for Mr. Brackenridge to guard 
against these continual misconstructions 
put upon his conduct, however absurd, 
even by those at whose instance he was 
indaced by his benevolent and publio 
■piiited ohuaoter to interest himaelf in 
liieir behalf. He aabeeqnemUyvqpreeBod 
his regrei that he bed intevfercd in anj 
iBimier, instead of leading the people and 
the gOTemmeni to settle their differences 
in their own way. The publication of 
Craig's History of Pittsburgh led to a 
controversy on the subject of these 
shameful misrepresentations, groundless 
surmises, and falsifications, which were 
Qsed for the purpose of gratifying a 
malignant feeling eharaoteristie of the 
viiter of that pretended history. These 
ingenerous, w rather dishonest surmises, 
are freelj indulged in by Hildreth in his 
•'ffistory of the Vnited States," pab- 
ttshed within a few years, and which are 
quoted in Craig's book. Hildreth is one 
of those narrow-minded, or rather nar- 
row-hearted party bigots, who cannot do 
justice to any man in the opposite ranks 
of politics. Hence, like Craig, under the 
pretense of giving a rigid account of 
facU, he Is oontinnally perverting or dis> 
odleiring the truth. Craig says that Mr. 
Braoheorldge was sofih a rogue, that 
persons had to be sent with him to the 
Mingo meeting, as spies on his oondnotl 
In point of fact, Uiosomen were required 
by him for his own safety, to guard 
against the misrepresentation of others. 
Craig was at first disposed to deny that 
he went at the instance of Neville — but 
when the affidavitu, published in the 
••Inoidsnts,'' were appealed to as estab- 
lishing the Ihetk he with the astuteness 
of • pettifogger, referred to the aamw 



ndeo «f efidenoe of eonrts of justiee, 
deigned, as it is said, for the purpose ef 

excluding falsehood, but whieh much 

oftener txdimU the truth. It is not by I 
the narrow rale of judicial evidence 
that historical facta are established, or 
the credibility of testimony is deter- 
mined. It is by the exercise of sound 
common sense and rational probability. • 
The most liberal of the "connection," 
Presley Ke^e, was not free from this 
strange prepossessioii, although mmtimi^ 
ally applying to Mr. Braekenridge far 
his adrioe, and which induced the 
latter to believe he was friendly to 
him. A curions instance of this pre* 
judice on the part of Col. Neville, is 
given by Mr. Purviance, which will be 
inserted in another part of this work; 
in alluding to something iu which he 
expressed his suspicion of Mr. Bracken- 
ridge, Mr, PurHanoe used a ooncludTt 
argumoit to show Its utter ftllaey, on 
which NevOle replied, <* Well, if he was 
not concerned in it, As «m« pUtui iM 
U a/t$r it was doM,** How Is it possible 
to oontend with persons so unreasonable? 
It is nothing short of the moral of ^sop's 
fable of the wolf and the lamb. When, 
in reply to Craig, in the recent contro- 
versy, the conclusive argument was again 
and again repeated, to wit: that the 
" Incidents were pnbllBhed under the 
very nose of the NefDle connection, and 
fAty ««rs eftdlm^ed to dmif thm^ miffti 
nwtr aitemptid d,— the only answer of 
Craig, at last, when driven to the wall, 
was, that Col. Neville was too indolent 
to write and that the others were not 
possessed of the literary ability to do so. 
Yet his father could write letters to 
the Secretary at War, and was a member 
of the ♦•Philosophical Society," as we 
are informed by his son. It was the 
belief of Mr. Braekenridge that it was 
by Msjor Cralg^ that the affidavits nn- 
fftvorable to his eonduot at the meeting 
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wflTB tnumnitteil io the gmnunent 
B{7 wlimii w«r» Uuse niMdt, wli*t w«n 
iMr eontenta, nad irlqr w«r» tliAy not 

glrea to tho public, like those of the 
peTBons who testified in favor of Mr. 
Brackcnridge? These affidavits, no doxibt 
omitting the unimportant facts of the 
defeat of the vote on Parkinson's propo- 
sition, and arresting the progress of 
violence, disclosed the allusions to the 
speeches of Cornplanter and the Secre- 
terj ftt Wai^tmt moit holnoiu of all, 
tlio ploMtntries of wbioh tho Mi^ wm 
llio eatgeoty tad whieh in his opinion 
froro of 80 aeiiona a aaturo ns to oanse 
every thing else to be lost sight of! 
Having given a brief notice of the Nev- 
illes, in a former chapter, it may inter- 
est the reader to have some account of 
Mr. Brackcnridge in this place. 

Mr. Brackenridge was born in Scot- 
land, but came to this country with his 
pnrents at five yean of ago, abont tko 
jear 1766. Hia IktliMr iraa a aanU 
Seotdi fanner from the neighborhood of 
Oampbelltoini, in Oantyre, opposite the 
ooaat of Ireland, where the Kentucky 
branch of the family had settled previous- 
ly to their emigration to Virginia. The 
family, conBistiug of II. II. Braokonridf^e 
and several brothers and sisters, settled 
in York county, near the Susqtiehanna, 
a Tery poor and thinly inhabited neigh- 
borhood. It is remarkable, however. 
Dor having prodnoed aoToral men of high 
diatlnetion in Ameriean hiatory ; of theae 
we may mention Jamea Boas, Jolm 
Rovan, and the Rer. John M*Mlllan. 
Under the greatest disadvantage, he not 
only SQCceeded In mastering the different 
branches of common school education, 
but before he was twelve years of age 
could read Horace, and had the rudi- 
ments of the Greek, from lessons at long 
intervals given him by the clergyman 
who offidated onoo ereiy two weeka. 
BaA was hia paaalon for learnings that 



meeting with a yonng man who waa mneli 
advanoed in mathematiea^ he bartared 
ilia daaaioa for aome of lhat knowledge* 

At the age of fifteen, hearing of a va< 
cancy in a free school in Maryland, he 
boldly presented himself as teacher, and 
was accepted. At the age of eighteen, 
with very insuflBccnt means, but extra- 
ordinary acquirements for his opportn- 
nities, he presented himself to the Pres- 
ident of Prmoeton Oollege, Dr. Wither* 
spoon, and agreed to teaeh two olaaaea OA 
eondition of being pennited to go throa|^ 
theeellegeeourae. Hedida<^andgrad«^ 
ated with honor in the same class with 
Mr. Madison, Luther Martin, Samnel 
Spring, and Philip Frenean, the poet. 
In his exercises he evinced extraor- 
dinary talents, and f^teat versatility of 
mind. A poem, entitled Tlie rising 
glory of America," written bj him joint- 
ly with f reneau, evinced a high poetic 
vein, bot atiU more an enthnaiaatio feel- 
ing for the prosperity and glory of hitf 
eonntry ; for haying had hia mind formed 
in Ameriea, he eannot be oonaidered ai 
any thing else but an American. After 
graduatingf he applied to the study of 
divinity, was licensed to preach, but 
never ordained, having determined to 
leave it for tlic study of the law. For 
some years beTui e the llevolution he con- 
ducted a classical academy in Maryland, 
and applied himself to the law under 
SamniA Gimae, afterward the eelebrated 
Judge. The war brealdng np hia aMMie* 
my, he repabred to Pliiladelp1iia» and ba- 
oame oonepienona aa a writer and speaker 
in the eanae of Indcpendenee. During 
the campaign of 1778, he accompanied 
the army a" the chaplain of a regiment, 
and published a pamphlet of six sermons, 
particularly addressed to the soldiers. 
He was a most enthusiastic patriot, as 
his fine oration on the 4th of July, 1779, 
delivered in Philadelphia, evinces. 
About the year 1780, wlien the reanlt 
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of the mat wti aouroelj any longer 
donbtlbl, lieenMsed the momtaUis and 
Mtabliahed bimMlf In Us profeesIoD in 
fh» town of Pittfbnrgh, then in West- 

ffloreland cotintj. He soon roM to the 
head of the Bar in the western oonnties, 
and in 1786 was sent to the Legislature 
to obtain the establishment of the connty 
of Allegheny. Ho took an active and 
tealous part in support of the Federal 
oonstitution, which was opposed by some ; 
of theprominentireBtern politicians, suoh 
Ml Onlbtin, Fladl^ and Smilej, the lead- 
on in the opposition to the exolse law, 
and with whom he norer was on Mendix 
tonns. He had hud the finmdation of a 
Bodeiate fortone, and had riaen to emi- 
nence as a lawyer and speaker at the 
time of tho outbreak, had been brought 
forward as a candidate for Congress, 
and but for those unhappy events would 
liave been elected. He was ambitious, 
not for the mere possession of ofEce or 
power, bat for fhme and snperiorily as a 
man of talents and leaning* He was a 
fihilanthropist and a philosopher, and 
wiUinglx aaerifioed his popnlaritj to the 
real welfare of his country. The history 
of the difficult and delicate part he was 
obliged to act during those trying times 
is detailed in tliis work. Ho declares 
that if he ]md foreseen the consequences 
he never would have involved himself in 
the thankless office of mediator between 
the people and the gOTomment ; yet it 
eonld not but be Tory gratifying to him 
that he had been so eminent^ instni* 
mental in prerentlngthe horrors of eivU 
war, and perhaps a fktal wound to the 
union of the States. 

After the troubles of the insurrection 
had subsided, he rose higher than ever 
in public estimation, but except as a 
political partisan, never aspired to politi- 
cal life. He warmly espoused the Demo- 
otatio oanse with JeiFerson and Madison 
•nd H'Kean. On the eleetion of the 
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latter to the government of Pennsylvania, 
he was appointed to the Supreme beneii, 
whidi seat he oeenpled rizteen years 
nntil his death in 1816^ He was a man 
of great aoqi^ememta on aU subjects ; 
rigidly honest and pnnctnal in all his 
dealings. * Possessing great opportuni- 
ties of ficqriiring wealth, he rather 
shunned than sought to avail himself of 
' them. He was honestly of opinion that 
j good education was a better gift to his chil- 
dren than fortune, and no father ever de- 
TOted himself more anxiously to aoeonn 
plish that otjeot. 8o pesfeetly simple 
had he been in his worldly transaotions, 
that he was enaUed to arrange erety 
thing in relation to them in six lines, 
dictated to the anther of this note, leav- 
ing an ample provision for liis family 
and the education of younger children; 
and as to debts, he had none. Various 
and most erroneous opinions have pre- 
vailed respecting him. It haa generally 
been supposed that wit and humor were 
the predominating traito of his ohavao- 
ter, and that he was strangely and 
whimsieaHy eooentrie. On the oontraiy, 
he was a man of grave philosophical and 
moral turn of mind, an indefatigable 
student, and profound observer of men 
and things, as any one may see and judge 
for himself on reading his celebrated 
work, *♦ Modern Chivalry," one of the 
most instructive this country has pro- 
duoed. The gift of wit and humor was 
rathor added to him as an assistfnt to 
enable him to employ his other gifts to 
greater advantage. In fiw^ he rarely 
resorted to wit unless to effeet some wise 
and or benevolent purpose, and not for 
its own sake. He loved to raise a laugh 
at times, and could do so when he pleas- 
ed, but his object was always, if not to 
make others better, at least tu afford an 
innocent pleasure. He possessed great 
sensibility, and the mere impulrively he 
yielded to his benevolent feelings in serv* 
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ing others, the more keenly he felt the 
ungrateful requital. No candid and im- 
partial man can read this history withoat 
the clear conviction, that he taved the 
town of Filtsburffh from destructionf the 
w€ttem evmtnf /»««• <A« korren of ektU 
WW, tnd Iho Vniom firm m^f^t periL 
Afl ta ontor he h«d few eqiuUfl in this 
ooontry, nfttore hftfisg beetowed on him 



' erery requisite of oratory, phjsioal ea 
j well as mental ; fine person, a powerful 
eye, a towering imagination, a mind 
highly cultivated, and a voice of uncom- 
mon excellence. Had he exhibited these 
pevwi on the larger stage of the 
Nattenal ConneOii them ii no doobt 1m 
would hnvo plaoed mutj in the baok- 
ground who art lankod nboro Ua. 
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OHAPTEB IV. 

moBBnro ovm maxl^thb ixLr-APPouiTXD oohyuitxom, Anonfltnum lo 

THB MXUTUL OlltOlU DimiOTnrO A BUBUTOm AT BBABBOOK*! fIBU>— ml 

wwn HBBixiro Af nntBUBOK. 

B&ADiOB]>, lumng Joined the rioioiui partj, wUeh had oomndited tb« 
feoent ovtnges, ww nMWed to be at its head. Al^oogli inoompeteiil 
to organise any eonnatont plan of toeaaonable opposition, be eonld take 
ndTantage of oirenmatanoea as ihey anse } and benoe the suggestion of a 
large meeting was adopted by him as tbe means of extending, or ratber 
of giving the resistance to the law the character of insurrection, while 
those who originated the idea of the delegation considered it as the meaus 
of restoring order ; at least, of arresting the progress of violence for 
the present. That he should have drawn in such a man as Marshall, 
and apparently against his will — a man of prudence and sound sense- 
would be difficult to account for, if we had not often witnessed instances 
of persons greatly superior being subject to the control of those of inferior 
understanding; paabably from a false estimate of their abilities, or from 
BOme unaccountable influence. On the way to tbe Mingo meeting, it ap- 
peals that the idea of stopping the mail between the town of Washington, 
where he resided, and Fittsbnigh, had been snggssted by Bradford to 
David Hamilton and John Baldwin, in order to find oat what his towns- 
men might hsTe written on the sabjeot of the reoent attaok on Neville's 
house. This would seem to be a yeiy ehildish motive for the oonunission 
of so bnnons a erime, so fiur transeending any posrible use to whieh it 
could be turned. The men to whom it was proposed declined taking any 
part in the reckless enterprise. 

The relation between Brackenridge and Bradford was merely professional 
— the counsel who traveled the circuit were often engaged to assist in the 
argument of causes, by the resident members of the bar in each county, 
giving to the latter a certain patronage, whicB made it the interest of the 
former to cultivate a good understanding, and a kind of professional rela- 
tion. Ihe eonneetion with MazahaU, on the other baad^ was more per- 
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90Da] and political. They had taken part with Bradford, on tbe same 
side, in favor of the Federal coQstitution, when opposed to Gallatin, 
Findley and others. Some time before this, a project, warmly advocated 
by Bradford, for the establishment of a new State, to be composed of the 
western counties of Pennsylvania and parts of Virginia and ^laryland, 
had been opposed and defeated through the exertions of Brack snrid<z;e 
and Marshall. It is very possible that dim Tisions of a new State still 
floated across tlie mind of Bradford, as an event which miglit grow 
0!mt of a western insurrection. WliatOTer were the designs, if any, now 
ooncerted by Bradford, they were not oommnnicated to Brackenrid^e, and 
probably not to Marahall. It was not pretended by Bradford, in bis de> 
mikoisftion of tbe focmery thsA ibow had erer been any understanding 
between Asm on tbe snbjeet Bradford and Maisball, notwiibstanding 
the oppontion at ihe Mingo meeting, perhaps entertained n bope of being 
able to draw Braokenridge in to take part with ihem, whilst he snbse* 
^nently, at the Fhrkinson's Ferry meeting, or congress, resolved to avail 
himself of that disposition, to turu them aside from their treasonable plane 
nd preserve the peace of the country. The idea of f^topping the mail 
was not spoken of at the Mingo meeting, nor was it communicated to Col. 
Cook, or any of those who preferred to remain neuter. 

On the failure of the first scheme of stopping the mail from Washing- 
ton, Bradford determined to intercept that from Pitteburirh to Philadel- 
phia, in order to find out what was written by persons in the former place 
to those at the head of the government. He sent bj# ooosin, William 
Bradford, while David Hamilton sent an obscure, ignorani man, of the 
name of John Miteh^, who perpetrated the deed* The post was intercepted 
when aboni ten miles from Grsensbnrg, on the 26th of July, three dayi 
after the ABngo meeting. The packets from Washington and Fittsbnrgb 
were taken oni. Tbey were earried by Benjamin Parkinson to Washing* 
ton, and tlienee, aooompamed by Bradfoird and Harshall, to Canonshnrg^ 
« small village seven miles distant. On the Washington packet bttug 
opened, no letters on the late affairs from any individnals of that place 
were found; but there were some from individuals of Hittsbur^h, and as 
eavesdroppers seldom hear any good of themselves, these letters contained 
matters which gave great offense, especially to Bradford. 

Various conjectures have been formed as to the ultimate design, if any, 
of that person ; but there can be no doubt that his present intcntiuu was 
to involve as many, and spread the flames as widely, as possible ; and this 
desperate act of intercepting the mail was one of the means resorted to 
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Ibr tliat pnipose. It was aol wluoH aeemcd to indloste tliat the pei^ 
^etnton were prepared to go all leogtbs. The opimon ezpresBed bj 
Findley, is tiot far from the trath. ^'Immediately a^r the Mingo Creek 

meeting, Bradford wrote to the principal persona in the neighboring coun- 
ties of Virginia, pre^ssing; them in the most urgent manner to send 
delegates to the meeting which was appointed to be held at Parkinson's 
Ferry. His sending this letter, and the style in which it was written, 
indubitably proves the improvement he designed to make of the Parkin- 
son congress. His robbing the mail, and directing the rendezvous at 
Braddock's Field, were oalcuiated to inflame the minds of the people 
liEeTionsly to that meeting, and inorease the number of those who would 
be rendered desperate by their crimes. In this he was but too successful* 
The threatening letters to ezoite the people to attack WeUs and Websteri 
ihongh they have not been traced to Bradford, were, no doubt, part of 
the plan, and, by their means, the infiEitoation was vastly extended, and 
]the number <^ offenses was increased after the meeting at Hingo Creek, 
•nd before that at Parkinson's Ferry. Even in Yirginia, an excise officer 
had fled, and a riot was committed at the place of his residence."* Yet, 
it speaks mnoh in fiivor of the excited population, that in spite of these 
peruiciuus measures, so few disorders occurred, so unlike an Jiiuropean 
"peasant war." This may be ascribed to the confideaco reposed by the 
people in the representative meeting at Parkinson's Ferry. And, beside, 
there was no ariFtocratic class, distinct in interest from thera, to make war 
upon. The French cry of ''peace to the cottage, and war to the palace," 
could have no application where, out of the towns, log-cabins were the 
only dwellings to be seen. 

It is a subject of carioos reflection, that the first step toward oonneot* 
^ ing the partial riots and violations of law into a formidable insnneeticti, 
which if not crushed in embryro might have endangered this great con- 
federacy of' States, then in its infancy—was taken in a small oountiy- 
tavern, by a self-constituted, secret convention of six men I Whether the 
idea was conceived before the Mingo Oxeek meeting, or not until after 
die robbery of the mail, it is ifupossible to know. Its origin was enthrelf 
unlike the resolution calling for a peaceful congress, or representation, 
publicly adopted at the Mingo meeting, and was also in direct conflict 
with that resolution^ but whether owing to the expected congress, or to 
the fact that a mere military insurrection is at variance with the genius 
of our republics, certain it is, that this alarming gathering in arms at 
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8£ wiBTiiui nreuBBBonoH. 

Bnddoeik's ¥iM, bo imposbg In ftppeannoe^ ms lindoed bj »aam 
nanagemtiit not only hanideBS, Imt oren ludionniSy ai tra BhtD presently 
we. It is to be hopcd^ tbat if we sbonld ever be so nnfortanate as to 
experienoe an internal reroliitioni it wiU not assiune • wurlike appeaiaaoe 
e?en of this description.* 

The self-created convention haying read over the letters thus feloni* 
onsly obtained, proceeded to the consideration of measures to be adopted. 
The following ciroular^ as the resalt of their deliberations, with a curious 
arrogance, was drawn up and signed by them, addressed to the colonels 
and other militia officers of the western counties, just as if sifrners had 
been invested with the supreme authority in the government of the State. 
Tbey ordered out the militia, as if on a tour of military service, and this 
by men who held no public offiooy eivil or military I And what is strangei 
this impudent eommand; in several regiments^ was promptly obeyed by 
offioeis and men. In otbersy the offioem were obliged to lead the men 
from a regard to their own personal safety. We give the letter as drawn 
Vf, and despeftohed by messengen in all difeetums, by this self-oreated 
lerolntionaiy jonto : 

<« JeKT 28th, 17M. 

<*SiBF*Haviiig had Buspiciona that the Fittalmrgh post would eany with him 
the ■eatiwwnta of some of the people in the ooontify, nq^eotiBf our ptMtnt sltaa- 
tton; and the Ittteis by the poet being now in our pow i aa i on, iy wkiek tertain 
mrets ars diaeiKmed, hoetilo to onr Intentti, It ia» thtroforo^ now oomo to that 
odda, that every citizen must enproM his sentiments, not by hia woidi^ but by his 
aotions. Yon are then called npon as a citiien of the western country, to render 
your personal service, with as many volunteers as you can raise, to rendezvous at 
yoor usual place of meeting,! on Wednesday next, and thence you will march to 
the usual place of rendezvous at Braddock's Field, on the Monongahelft, on Friday, 
the first day of August next, to be there at two o'clock in the afternoon, with arms ^ 
and accoutrements in good order. If any Tolanteers shall want arms and ammani» 
tion» bring than forward, and thigr ahall bo iiqpplled aa WiU as po«sililo. Hore» 
air, ia an expedition proposed, in whioh you will have aa opportanit^ of displaying 

• **John Canon and a Mr. Sjpeer, a storokeoaor in (iaunuibaig^ were invitod to 

the tavern, and the mail was opened. In the coarse of oonyersation at the taTem, 
it was asked what would be done with those known to be connected in the attack 
and burning of Neville's house? Bradford replied, *They would be hung,' and 
suggested, • the only way to protect them was to involve the whole western country 
in the matter, and that the numbers concerned would prevent extreme measures on 
the part of the government.*" — CarnaLau, p. 126. 

f Braddock's Field was the place of the annual brigade anutCTy m lOllwW eeoh 
rogiment proTioosly aasenblod at iU own rondosTOos. 
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janrmilitafy telcnta, and of nodtriag serrioe to tout ooontry. Four dajs pro^ 
viitoiw win Im mnlad ; let the men be thni supplied. 

Wean^ (dgied,) 

J. Cahoh, T. Spkabs, 

B. FAnKiHsoir, L. Locknt, 

D. Beadfo&d, J. Ma&bhall. 

A. FULTOK, * 

««To Ool. " 

It is difficult to know wlietlier to laugh or bo sad at this piece of mis- 
oliiof and follj I Our reflections would, perhaps, lead us to do injnstioe 
to the inteUigenoe of our fellow-oitiieiui of that period. Lot lu hope, 
thai with our newspaper press ftod eommon-schools of the present daj, 
il would be impossible to impose upon the people by such absurd usurpa- 
tioiis of aaihoritjy ^'nnknowik to tbe oonstitution and tbe laws," idthough 
tiiere maj bo some still ready to sabmit to nsiupatioiiB wiiboat inqiiify, 
wliere ibe idol bappens to bnmor tbe popular prejvdioe or antlpatbieaof 
tiie day. 

At firsts ibe avowed purpose of tbis militaiy gathering was to atkaok 
tbe town of Pittsburgh, to seixe ibe magazines of tbe garrisoDy and any 

military equipment that might be procured in the town. It was also 
contemplated to take the writers of the offensive letters, and imprison 
them in the jail of Washington. "These," says Mr. Brackenridge, "were 
the objects contemplated, according to the information given me/' 
Whether it was resentment against the writers which gave rise to a 
" march to Pittsburgh, for the purpose of arresting these men, and that 
this drew with it the idea of taking the magazines, or whether the latter 
was the primary object, and the intended arrests the aooidental, I am not 
sufficiently informed. It would seem probable that tbe march to Pitts- 
burgb| and tbe seisure of tbe magazine, would have been at all events 
attempted, as a neoessaiy act to fnmisb tbe means of defending wbat bad 
been done, tbat is, tbe interoepting and robbtog ibe mail. For it is to be 
prsBumedi if we suppose ibe aoton in tbis affair to bare bad relleotion, 
tbat ibey bad made up tbelr m|nds to set tbe government at defiance ; in 

♦ "Fulton was from Maryland ; he was not only a Federalist, but an open ad- 
vocate for the excise law, indeed the most openly so oi any man I have met with 
In the westetfii eoontiM, and an avowed friend of the Inspector. He kopt a large 
distillery, and expeeted by tbe operation of tlie ezoise law to bave oomideraUe 
adrantafe ovor the small distiUen. He had also erected a breweiy. I have 
Mm beta able to aoooant fiv the iaooBristeney of Us oondnot.'*— Flndl^, p. 90. 

lor aotioe of Bndlbid, Affkinson, GaDeii» Kindley and Msrihallj see Notes al 
Oe end ef this diapt«. 
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that case, it became them to arm themselves with the means of wv* 
When an officer disapproved the circular letter, he did not dare to oo&» 
oeal from his battalion or company that he had reoeived such a notice ; 
and when oommnnicated, it was the people commanding the officer, and 
not the officer the people. Oall ns oat, or we will take vengeance on jou 
as a traitor to yonr ooanky I The whole coontiy was one inflammible 
mass; it reqnired bat the least toneh .of fire to inflame it I had aeen 
the spirit which prevailed at the stamp act, and at the commencemeni of 
. the revolution from the gpvemment of Great Britain, bat it was by np 
means so general and so vigoroos amongst the common people as the 
spirit which now existed in the country." * 

As soon as this circular became known, strong remonistrunces were 
made by persons to Bradford and Marshall, against it, with representa- 
tions of its dangerous tendency; and this, with, such eflfeot, that they 
became alarmed, and wished to countermand their orders; but as only 
three days would elapse between their date and the time appointed for 
the assemblage, it was too late to put a stop to it, although in some 
quarters to which the countermand was sent it had its effect. Ihe levity 
pf the countermand was as ridioubus as the order was presamptaons; it 
was in these terms : 

' • "IteAS fint^Upon veoMng some late IntelUgencc firom our maaitn, wt kvm 
been informed that the ammunition we were about to seise was destined tot Gen. 
SMtt, who is jost going cat against the Indians. We, therefore, have oonoludad 
not to touch it ; I gire you this early notice, that your brave men of war need not 
torn out tili farther notioe. 

Yours, ibo, Davu> JB&ACFoa*. 

No sooner was the ne^ of this frivolons coonter order rnmored through 
the town of Washington — ^which being in the midst of a farming popula- 
tion, and entertaining feelings more in common with them than those of 
the town of Pittsburgh, where there was more trade and more government 
influence — than the people of Washington broke out into a furious rage, 
called a meeting at the court house, and those of the country hearing of 
it, came rushing in, under still greater excitement. James Koss, 
United States Senator, who then resided there, in a speech of great 
earnestness of two hours, endeavored to dissuade the populace. Thomas 
Scott| of the House of Representatives, Thomas Stokely, of the StatO 
SenatCi David Reddick, Prothonotary (clerk of the court), Henry P«9» 
vianoe and oihew of the bar, exerted themselves ta effect the sane ol^eat. 

• Lioldents, p. 40, 41. 
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Jameg Mftwball ma in 6un«fl to letntol, tnd spoke publiolj. Bndfiwd 
•eeiBg tlie tiotonoe of the mnltitfide, by wMoh Iio was always awayedi 
was more inflammatory tban lie had ever been ; denied that he had given 

his conscut to the countermand, and asked with confidence who was ihe 
scoundrel who would say he had consented 1 There happened to be no 
one present who could contradict him, or was willing to do so. The 
coi^ntermand f^iven above, was afterward procured by Col. Stokely in 
the handwriting of Bradford. It was now carried by a vote that the 
march to Braddock's Field should proceed. To show their displeasure with 
Marshall, the door of hia house was tarred and feathered that night 
threats of personal iignry were thrown out, and he was compelled to d«K 
elaio his readiness to go. Otheis were thrcatenedi for a ravolutionaiy spint^ 
something like that whioh aft that time raged in Fianoe, appeals to have 
iiJcen possssrion of the nninfonned ) they threw aside all respeet Ibr the 
1aw8» snd talked familiarly of taking life and violating the lights of prop* 
erty— oreating terror in the minds of the peaoefni on the one hand, and 
lieentioosnesB among the unprincipled on the other. Indisposition of 
pressing business was pretended to avoid going — many yielded to their 
fears, and thought it safest to comply. Others were induced to go with 
the patriotic motive of endeavoring to moderate the passions of the 
multitude, and prevent the commission of outrages. Of the last descrip- 
tion, there were numbers of the principal officers of the militia, who came 
with battalions or companies, and who accompanied them not for the pnr- 
pose of encouraging, but if possible of restraining the rank and file upon 
whom the Ja4Sohin madness had seized.'*' The common language of the 
time in the country was, they were going to take Pittsborgh; some talked 
of plundering the town. It was an expression need, that as the old Sodom 
had been bnmed by fire from heayen, this seoond Sodom should be bnmt 
bj fire from earth ! The shopkeepen were told at iheur eountere by per- 
sons oheapening their goods, that diey would get them at a lees prioe in a 
few days. The yeiy women ooming in from the oountiry would say— 

♦ Col. John Hamilton, on receiving a circular, repaired immediately to Washing- 
ton to connterrannd it, but arriTed after the meeting had concluded ; he was 
therefore compelled to accompany his regiment from the motive above mentioned. 
Col. Cook concealed the circular from his regiment — but went to Braddock's Fields 
with the Berne intention. 

**Qroat ezertfons," says Findley, ''were made, howevw, in oomniuiloating the - 
oiroidar letteni and thovgh maniy who j^bably wished to soppreas them durst not, 
there were aome who did keep their eeereti and sooie olergymea, end otheib in the . 
south €i Weehingtou oounty, were eotlTe and e noo e eafti l with their neighbors in^ 
dissuading fheia from going."— >Findle7, p. 97. 

7 
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''That fine lady liw in a fine hoaBe, but her pride will be hnmblad by 
and by.'' Penona me eoming to the blaokranitha with old gaiia thi^ 
had l^n by a long time, to be repaired. Othen weie baying up flints 
and powder ficom the stofee; there were many who were anppoeed to be 
ttom distant parte, no one in the town knowing them* Some wofe tap* 
" poeed to be spies, to see the oondition of the garriaon or the town ; with- 
out appearing to have anything to do, they were seen to be lounging about 
from place to place. If it excites surprise in the reader that there ahonld 
be so many persons of this lawless stamp among a peaceful rural popala- 
tion, it must be recollected that at the close of the revolutionary war 
some of the dregs of the army would be emptied on the frontiers, and 
that these, with many desperate as well afi enterprising characters, would 
seek the new settlements. * 

^ It was now understood that preparations were every where making 
^thronghont the surrey , and especially on the south side of the Mon- 
ongshelaand in the neighborhood of that river, for the contemplated 
lendesTOOS at Braddock's Field. Major Butler had been indostrions to 
improve the defeoBOS of his garrison ; Major Craig, the quaiter-masteri 
and eompany had removed into it with his fiunily. OoL Neville had pie- 
pared to defend himself in his own honse. Under these oirenmstanoes it 
was thought advissble by the oituMns to esll a town meetings to oonsider 
what was to be done for their own safety, and that of the plaoe thon 
threatened with destmetton. 

It is still a question what eoold have been the object of this alarming 
movement, now that the first idea, that of attacking the garrison, had 
been abandoned. After much reflection, it has appeared to the writer, 
that after making due allowance for the difficulty of stopping the ball 
once set in motion, as the measure originated immediately after the Mingo 
Creek meeting and the intercepting the mail, the design of both was to 
furnish a pretext for a military organization which would present at once 
a formidable front of insurrection. It would be raising a standard of re- 
bellion in which the whole western country would be involved, and thus 
be the means of making easier terms with the government, or making it 
the oommenoement of treasonable plans, if any snch existed, and the peo.. 
pie found willing to embark in them. It was expected that the officer in 
oommsnd of the garrison, the officen of jnstioei and some of the leading 
inhabitantily wonid make lepresentetions to the Ezeontive, and call for a 
military force to mareh immediately for their protection ; and this would 
make it neoesBsiy for the rioten to prepare for their defense, by taking 
the garrison and seeking and destroying the town. When nothing of the 
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kind- was discoyered, and tbe plans of the leaders had changed in oonse- 
qnence, no other motive can be discerned than the silly one of making 
war upon a few individuals for some offensive expressions contained in 
their private letters. However this may be, those who set the ball in 
motion were no longer able to stop it, even if it had been their wish to do 
so, and the consequence of the disorderly assemblage and disorderly march 
might have been as serious as at first intended. A very large number of 
those who came to Braddook's field were itiU undaoeiTed as to that inten- 
tioiiy while the mass had the most TSgue tad micertain notions of what they 
were to do, or for what purpose they were assembled. It was fthooghi by 
many that some great $ecr^ as the oireular expressed it— «ome ganpowder 
plot against the peopl*— bad been disooreiedi and was there to be dia- 
okeed. Whether these oonjeetues are weU or iIl*foanded| it was a most 
mischievoQSi as well as foolish aoty in the projectors, and whieh required 
the greatest oaation and pradenee, on the part of the leading oitiiens, 
to avert the most lamentable oonseqnenose. 

A town meeting was convened about dusk } the whole town was assem- 
bled, General Gibson in the chair, and Matthew Ernest secretary. It 
was announced that persons had arrived from the town of Washington 
with a message to the inhabitants of Pittsburgh, on which a committee of 
three, General Wilkins, George Wallace and H. H. Brackenridge, were 
appointed to meet the messengers. Those were, Messrs. Baird, Meetkirk, 
Purviance and Blakeney. These gentlemen had brought the mall which 
had been delivered to them by Bradford and Marshall, and which was to 
be restored to the post office, with the exception of the offensive letters, 
which they were to retsin. The letters were, fnm Col. Neville to Gen. 
Morgan; Gen. Gibson to the Governor of PennsyWania; James Brison, 
Frothonotary, to the Governor; Edward Bay to the Secretaiy of the 
Treasmy; Maj. Butler to the Seeretaiy at War. The messbngers stated 
that these letters had 'rendered the writers obnoxioiis, and that it was de- 
termined by the people, now on their march to Braddoek's field, to take 
vengeance on them; and such was their fury that they appeared ungov- 
ernable, although every possible nieans were used to control them. The 
messengers further stated that a number of the principal men in the 
country had thrown themselves among them, in order, as far as possible, 
to restrain them from acts of violence, for which they were but too well 
disposed, and that disposition likely to increase. The prevailing idea 
among them, was to seize the obnoxious individuals and burn the town of 
Pittsbnxgh ; and great doubts were felt by the messengers, who now came 
to them as friends, of the possibility of preventing the calamity. It was 
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mt\\ great difficulty they liad made their way hither, having been stopped 
more than once, and it had required address to enable them to pass, it 
being the desire of the country people that those of the town should not 
be informed of their coming. In making their way to Pittsburgh, it was 
the hope of the gentlemen from Washington to be able to concert some 
measure to tav. the town, now threatened with destraction. They oonld 
Me but two things that could be dooOi with any prospect of success in 
saviDg themselves ; the first was, to compel or induce the obnoxious per- 
80118 to absent theniselTes for a time, under the idea of banishment bj the 
eitiMna ; and the seoondi the maroh of the latter in a body, to meet the 
aasemblagei as if to make common eanse with them; that in this way, 
finding fHends instead of enemies with the people of Fittsburgb, their 
▼iolenee might leeeiTe a diieetion which would render it harmless ; and 
perhaps they might he peisnaded to proceed no further than Braddook's 
Field. They thought it eertain that if this were not done, or If the 
slightest resistance were made, the town would bo laid in ashes. Brison 
and Day were particularly obnoxious; Kirkpatrick also was, from his 
being the supposed oause of M'Farlane's death; that these were the pri- 
mary objects of the popular resentment, but others were so in a secondary 
degree. They advised that all those against whom this resentment was 
directed should leave the town, for the safety of those who remained, and 
as a means of saving their own property. It was evident that the attempt 
of any individual to defend his house would bo worse than useless ; if 
present, he would be certain to lose his life, and the burning of his house 
would terminate in a general conflagration, with the loss of many other 
lives. 

The committee now reported the message from Wsshington, and the 
names of ihe proscribed were read. Day and Biison were present^ 
NeviUcy and probably Kirkpatrick, were there, as it was supposed that 
every one in town who could attend had taken part in ihe meeting. It 
struck every one present that it would be advisable for these to absent 
themselves, or keep out of the way until the danger were past. There 
was no objection made; all seemed tacitly to acquiesce. It was a man- 
oeuvre which all seemed to comprehend, as the only policy which could 
be adopted under the circumstances for the safety of the proscribed as 
well as of the rest of the citizens. To attempt a defence against over- 
whelming numbers of men capable of being rendered infuriate, would be 
certain destruction ; the town could not bring out more than two hundred 
and fifty men capable of bearing arms, and efen some of these could not 
be relied on ; so that the joining the insurgents would be a measure of 
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nSetj, even as lespeeted ihem. If ihey attempted io vae ihe piotoodon 
of iheir wooden hooaes, fire eonld be put to tiiem, and the livea of 
fiuniliea would be ezpoaed, without apeaking of the eertain deatraotion of 
their property. Aa to the gairiaon, it waa but a pioketed indoaoie, at 
the diatanoe of a mile, with an open oommon betwaen it and the yiUage ; 
and at tbia time the troopa in it, all nnmbered, did not exceed forty men. 
It might afford a temporary refuge against Indians, but not against several 
tbouBaDii riflemen, urged on by fury, aud could have been taken by a 
riege of a week, as it had no supply of provisions. The state of alarm 
among the towns people may be readily conceived. It will not do at the 
distance of sixty years to denounce them as cowards and traitors — they 
acted on the principle of self-preservation, which was perfectly justifiable. 
If the proscribed were put to the inconvenience of retiring for a timOy 
leaving their property and familiea under the protection of their fellow- 
citiaena who remainded, they were leoompenaed by the proapeet of 
Monrity, in lien of the almeat eertain deatmotion to whieh th^ were 
etposed. No diarepntation attended the fiotitiona baniahment; on the 
oontnuji they would be regarded by the government with &vor, aa objeeta 
of perseention by the mob. It waa not an exile from (nviliiation to the 
inldeimeaa, bnt from the wildemaaa to the eeata of oiviliaattoi^ in whioh 
they wonl^ be snre to meet with a eordial reception from th«r fellow- 
dtizena, and restored to their homea in triumph in the 'course of a few 
weeks, as soon as the government should put down the insurrection. 

It waa agreed that the proscribed should leave the town ostensibly aa 
if banished, and that those who remained behind, some of whom would 
have been glad to be banished also, should put on a mask of being with 
the mob, called "the people/' and the insurgents at Braddock's Field. 
It was proposed that a committee should be appointed to conduct and 
manage the part whioh the inhabitants of the town should act. This 
eommitteei consisting of the number of twenty-one, was chosen, with 
power to elect their chairman. They were composed of the moat respect- 
able and substantial eitiaena ; it ia proper to record their namea, as their 
deaoendanta atill oonlinue to form a large proportion of the reapeotable 
part of the population. They are aa foUowB— Gkorge Bobinaon, (chief 
burgees,) H. H. Braokenridge, Peter Andnin, John Senll| (editor Fitta- 
burgh CftmUe,) John M'MaateEB^ John TVUldns, (father of Gen. Wilkina 
and Hon. William Wilkina,) Andrew Bflntyre, George WallaoOi Jehn 
Irwin, (merchant,) Andrew Watson, G^eorge Adams, David Bvana, Jomah 
Tannehill, Matthew Ernest, William Earl, Alexander M'Nickle, Col. John 
Irwin, James Clow, William Gormly and Nathaniel Irish. Although no 
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cliidnBftii was eleetod, t]i« eUef diraette was l«ft by oomnum oomsnt to 

H. H. Braokenridge. It was intrusted to him to draw np a paper, to b© 
struck oflf from the press, and sent forward to the people at Braddock's 
Field, informing them of what had been done^ and of the determination 
of the town to join them. 

After the meeting adjourned, it was agreed by the committee to appoint 
particular persons from among the most intimate friends of those who 
were the subjects of the fictitious banishment, to wait on them, and make 
way further explanations that might be deemed necessary, and among the 
rest, Kirkpatrick in particular. They reported that the latter was per- 
faoUy aatiBfied of the neoesstty of the measure, and woold set out next 
morning. Briaon and Bay bad already In the meeting declared ibem- 
selyes perfeotiy satisfied to go; tiie latter avowed tbat he was pleased it 
bad &Ilen upon himself, as be bad no ftmily, and intended to take's ride 
orer the mountains at any rate, and it would be no g^reat inoouTenienoe. 
And yet all these persons, forgetting emj ebraumstaDce, and the dangers 
wbloh they escaped, through this pretended banishment, afterward raised 
a great outcry against their fellow-townsmen, who had thus cruelly sub- 
jected them to a Siberian exile ! They made a great merit of their suf- 
ferings and persecutions, while feted and entertained by the citizens of 
Philadelphia ! It was well understood by their friends and neighbors of 
the town, that this terrible exile would be attended with no injury or dis- 
honor, but on the contrary, the means of insuring their present safety, 
and serve as a recommendation to the government. They never thought 
of asking themselves, what would hare been their situation if they had 
remained ? They would have been oompelled to fly for their lives, at any 
rate witii a oertaittty of the destmetioD of their property ! They were 
the oause^ albeit the innooent cause — still the oauBe---of the danger in* 
enrred by their feUow-townsmen^-and it was on thdr aooonnt that tho 
insuxgents were now marching to the town with the intentbn of giving 
it to the flames. 

Iiate at night, the committee having separated, Heniy Porviance, Ifaq.* 
of Washington, came to Bfr. Braekenridge and expressed concern that 

the gentlemen of his company from Washington had, as he conceived, 

* Ifr. Parvianoe was aa fBriaeat lawyer, and proMeotor fu the State, a gen- 
tlemaa of high dhairaotar. He was a Pedecalist anda Mead of goveinm«nt» aad 
eienad hhaMlf on aU oeoasions to prevent the disoontents of the people fron 
breaking oat into opon violence. Whoa it did, lie was one of the most active In 
endoavoiing to reetoro order and sabmission. The famity removed to Bailer, where 
they f till remain among lie moot distingniahed dtisons. 
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from motiyes of delicacy, hesitated to express to Col. Neville and General 
Gibson • the fall extent of the danger in which they were j that he could 
not conceive on what principle Col. Blakeney,f who had undertaken to 
explain the information in a more specific manner, had omitted to speak 
to those gentlemen ; that they were certainly equally obnoxious with the 
others, and would be equally unsafe in the event of being found in town 
if the people shonld march in, and that it was cruelty, in effect, not to 
inform them of the real predioament in which they stood. Mr. Brack- 
enridge agreed with Mr. Pomance, and thought it extraoidinaiy that the 
diatinetion had bem mads, aa the letter of Gen. Gibaon waa to the aame 
effset aa that of Bxiaoni and Aat of Nefille was nune likely to offimd 
those who had heoome tiie leaden of the insuireelioni than any thing in 
Hie letten of the othen ; and thli, ooapM with hk being the son of ihe 
Inspeetor, would plaee him fint on the list of the prosoiibed 1^ die mob* 
It waa thought, after this, advisable to oall the oommittee togeiher and 
bring the subject before them, when Mr. Porvianee undertook the task of 
making the explanation. It was determined that Col. Neville and Gen. 
Gibson should in the morning be made acquainted with their situation, 
and that they might then do as they thought proper. This was commu- 
nicated to them by Mr. Purviance. The fact is conclusive, that so far as 
respected the towns people, the banishment of the proscribed was dictated 
by considerations of their safety from the impending danger. 

General Gibson came to Mr. Brackenridge the same evening, and ap- 
peared to have a just sense of his situation, and requested a candid opin- 
ion as to his danger in going to Bxaddook's Field. Mr. Brackenridge 
gave his opinion that it waa not safe, and expreaaed his anrprise that Ool. 
Neville had not a just sense of his danger, as he nnderatood that he had 
even talked of going to the lendesTons. The idea was a strange one, for 
he certainly oonld not expect to restrain the mob; and aa to going there 
wnder the pretenae of being an insnrgenti it wonld place him and hia 
townsmen in a enrioos predioament. If he had done ao and esoaped with 

* General Qibson waa a merchant, and one of the oldest settlers in the West. 
His brother, Col. George Gibson, fell in St. Clair's defeat; his nephew, of the same 
name, is still in the (Jaited States service, as an officer of high rank. Judge 
Qibson, of Pennsylvania, was also his nephew. 

f Col. Blakenej was a revolutionarj officer of distinction, a Federalist, and an 
ardent supporter of the government and the laws. His opiaiona en this subject 
ware ao well known* that on the withdrawal cf the amy aent cat to qp^ the in- 
anrraetioB,^ he was placed in apeeial ooaunaad of the corpa of mUitia who wore 
conthmod In oenriee vuttt order Iras entirely revtored. He was a friend to the 
NevUlas. 
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life, it might hxn htA libe «iMl of ]n«f«iting the ^'oonneetioii" from lep- 

resentiDg the town oommittee^ and all thofle who went to Bnddoek's Bield, 
as traitors ! The Colonel was persuaded not to think of going ; it is 
inexplicable how he conld have seriously thought of it. His going 
would have defeated the plan adopted by the people of the town, on the 
advice of their fellow-citizens from Washington ; for the insurgents would 
naturally ask, can you be in earnest, and yet bring these obnoxious per- 
sons along with you ? It was even doubtful as to Gen. Wilkins, who had 
been the most popular man in the oountry j but that popularity, often so 
fickle, had left him on a sudden, in oonflequenoe of an adyertisement in 
which he said he would, as Commissary of Supplies, purchase only duty* 
paid whiskey ! Thif gentleman detennined to xisk the gwng, as he was the 
aenior miUtin officer, and wovld be in command of tbe Kitebnrgb tnops.* 
Hera we see tbe woi^ngs of democracy on a small aeale, an Atbeas or 
Sparta in minlatiiray or Boine in its infimeyj and we see ehaiaofteis on 
tbe stage, deliberatioiis and inddentSi wortby tbe pen of litj. Tbey ara 
not less instraetiYe tban tbe dmngs of gnat commonwealtbs, wbera tbe 
passions and interests of men are at work among a greater number. It is 
such workings which give interest to the histories of great commnnities 
as well as small ones, and it is the minuteness of detail which constitutes 
the charm of the narrative. 



NOTES TO OHAPTSR lY. 



J}idgt Additon to Mr. Brarkenridge on the 
iUlifetU qf Robbing the Mail. 

"January 18, 1795. 
" SiE : — I havo been pursuing the plan 
for robbing the mail, and can trace it no 
liiglier than BradflNrd. It was proposed 
by Ilim to Mawihalli on thar way to 
Mingo meetbg- house; Baldwin and 
Dafid Hamilton were In oompaiij, and it 
was put oa them ^ ezeente it. The ob- 



ject to be obtained, was to know the 
opinions of the people on the business 
carried on. The post to be robbed was 
the post from Washington to Pittsburgh; 
and it was onlj when Baldwin and Hamilo 
ton sent word that th«j oovld not perfonn 
their part, and when it was then too late 
to interoept the mail to Pittafavn;^ that 
the plan was idiaaged to what was really 
executed. Bradford leat his eonain TO- 



* Gen. Wilkins, son of John Wilkins, Esq. a J ustice of the Peace of the town, 
was a BevolntloBavj offlcer, and one ef the manliest of manlj men. Tet even 
his going there, although his attaohment to the adminiatratlon ef Washington 
and Hamilton was bcjond all qnetttoa, did not ceeape the ineinuatlcna of the 
** eonnectloa.*' Hit steady Mendahip to Mr. Braekenridge was the graat eaaie of 
thdr displeasure. 
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Uan, aad Itefid HMilltan, I bdkfvit iwfc 
JdhaMUailMl, 'Wlio •zwwtod fh« tnutoeis. 

infomwtioii is from » good Mrane^ 
tad mtj bo d^ended on. The matter, 
I belieTe, was not talked of at the Mingo 
Creek mecting-hoase, nor did Edwnrd 
Cook know anything of it. 

Alxxamdsb. Aodzsox." 

Dmrid Brac^ord to the inhabitanU of Mon. 



"WAftBDioiov, Aug. 6, 17M. 

yon 

bond of tbe ipiritod oppodtion glvui to 
the excise law in tliit Stalo. MftUtn 
Imto been so brov|^t to pass here, that 

all are nnder the necessity of bringing 
their minds to a final conclusion. This 
has been the question amongst us some 
days: * Shall we disapprove of the con- 
duct of those engaged againat Neyiile, 
tho ezoiio oiBMr» or appvofo?' Or in 
othorvordSi *SbiUiroiidrer thomtoiUl 
n aMrifiee to Fodoral proMoation, or iboU 
wo mpport tbemT' On tlw molt of 
this business we have fully deliberated, 
and have determined with head^ hearty 
hand and voice, that we will support the 
opposition to the excise law. The crisis 
is now come — tubmusion or opposition ; 
we aro determined in the opposition — we 
are determined in future to act agreeably 
to^yotem ; to form arrangements, guided 
\if natont prudmeef /ortUwd§ and tpMied 
conduct. Wo liftf 0 pffoposod a gononl 
mooting of the four oonntios of Ponniiyl- 
Tttiift, oad liftTO invitod our brethren in 
the neighboring counties in Virginia to 
come forward and join ua in council and 
deliberation on this important crisis, 
and conclude upon measures interesting to 
the western counties of Pennsylvania 
and Virginia. A notification of this 
kind may be seen in the Pittsburgh 
paper. PmUmoii'i Feny the plaee 
proposed, as moot central, and the 14th 
of Angntty the time. 



•^We wllelt you by aU the ties ttat 
aa wdoa of iaitefeats oaa soggsst^ to 
oome fiovward to Jo&n with as in our do» 

liberations. The caose Is eommon to us 
all ; we invite you to eomf, even should 

you differ with us in opinion ; we wish 
you to hear onr reasons inflnenoing our 
oonduot. 

Tours, with esteem, 

David BaAD¥oui>." 

SccoIhUmc 0/ the Tnm Meeting, Zlct ^ 
Jnfytim. 
'<At a meeting of tiie inhabitants of 
Pittsburgh, on Thnrsdaj oTOiiBg, July 
81st, 1794, to take into consideration the 
present situation of affairs, and declare 
their sentiments on this delicate crisis, 

"A great majority, almost the whole 
of the inhabitants of the town, assem- 
bled. It being announced to tiio meet- 
ing that eertain gentlemen Dram the 
town of Washington had aniTed, and 
had rignlied that ihey were intmsted 
with a message to the inhsbitants of the 
town relative to present alMrs, a com- 
mittee of three psnMsn wwa appointed 
to confer with them, and report the mes- 
sage to the meeting. The persons ap- 
pointed were George Wallace, H. H. 
Brackenridge and John Wilkins, Jr.; these 
gentlemen maiie a report to the meeting, to 
wit : that in oonsequenoe d ourtain letters 
sent by the last mall, oertaia persons 
were diseorered as advoeates of the 
ezoise law, and enemies to the iatsrests 
of the oonntry, and that a certain Bd* 
ward Day, James Brison, and Abrahsm 
Kirkpatrick, were particularly obnox- 
ious, and that it was expected by the 
country that they should be dismissed 
without delay ; whereupon it was resol- 
ved it should be so done ; and a commit- 
tee of twenty-one were appointed to see 
this resolution osrrled Into effeot 
*< Also, that whereas it is a part of the 
firom the gentlsmea of Washing- 
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H 

ten, Ikaft ft ^VMt bo4j of «b» ptopto of 

the ooantfy wHSL not* to-aMffow *t Bnd- 
dbok'f Field, ia ordtr to oury into effect 
measnree that may seem to them adTisa- 
ble with respect to the exelio kir» and 

the advocates of it, 

** Resolved, That the abore committee 
shall, at an early hour, "wait upon the 
people on the ground, and assure the 
people Hhal tin aliofo ftodhilfoB, irith 
Twpoet to tiie proseribod pononi^ luui 
boen cankd Into offeet 

**Eu6M, alio. That the inhabltaiito 
of the town shall march out and join 
the people on Braddock's Field, asbfoth* 
ren, to carry into effect with them any 
measure that may seem to them adfiaa- 
ble for the common cause. 

** Resolved, also, That wo shall be 
watchful among ourselTes of all char- 
•olwt lliat by word or aet aiay be nn- 
fUondljto IliooomMi&oraio; ndwliin 
digeoTTtd will not waHUit fhoBL to livo 
wmmgA ui^ bat llitj shall JnstaBllj do* 
part the town. 

" Resolved, Tbftt the above committee 
shall exist as a committee of information, 
fmd correspondence, as an organ of out 
aentiments until our next town meeting. 

** And that whereas, a general meeting 
of delegates from the townships of the 
ooontry on the west of the moontains, 
win bo bold ftt PftrUnaon'o f onjr on fho 
K^mongabotay on tbo Mtb of Aagnstnoxty 

**BuokMii TbAt doiigatoa ahdl bo 
appointed to llitt mooting; and ttot tlio 
9tb of August next be appointed for a 
town meeting, to elect such delegates. 

^'■Resolved^ also, That a number of hand- 
bills be struck off at the expense of the 
committe, and distributed among the in- 
habitants of the town, that they may 
oonduoc themselTes accordingly." 

**C!oL Marahall had boon an oarij oet- 
llor in tho wootim oouhIIm^ and n nnfol 



oltk«i during Iho ooono of ^ hto w«r 
with Britain, and tho t«ritMal oontio* 

Tersy with Virginia. He was suocessiro- 
ly Registari High Sheriff, member of the 
ratifying eottTention, (of the Federal con- 
stitution), of the Legislature, County 
Lieutenant,* and again Register in Wash- 
ington county ; and was respectable for 
tho discretion he discovered in the dis- 
charge of the dntios of the roipootlfo 
ofBooi ho mod. In tho ratifying ooft- 
votttton, ho Totod infafor of amoidmonta 
piovions to nilitotion» Imt nltaood to 
sign tilo nasons of tho mintniij. Mod- 
eration was thought to have been a lead- 
ing trait in his character. He is an in- 
dustrious man, and possesses property to 
a large amount. From these circum- 
stances, the part he took in the insur- 
rection was truly surprising. He had 
come flrom the north of Indand In hb 
yonth." 

** Dnrid Btadfoid lind boon ^tapntgr of tho 
Attonoj CtonoMl of tho Btoto^ from tho 
timo that Waahington had been erected 
into a separate county. He was origi- 
nally from Maryland, where he studied 
law, and had been a member of the Vir- 
ginia Assembly before the settlement of 
boundary line of the State, and still 
practiced law in some of the courts of 
that State. He had favored the plan of 
fondng a now StatOi At tho time of 
tho adoption of the Federal govonunont 
ho WM one of ite moot loahnia adfoootM 
inthat oonntiy.'' 

"Benjamin Farkinaoo, a Fennsylva- 
nian by birth, has always resided in that 
State. He also was a Federalist, and 
had supported General Neville's interest 
formerly ; was reputed a good citixen, 
a man of influence in his neighborhood ; 

•Ib» «aw of Oom^ UeotaMat wm om of 

dignity, but fell into dianse after the IloTolation. 
It was PNtaMished by Henry VIII. It waa the 
duty of the king's lieutenaDt, to hold the military 
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had been a justice of the peace before the 
reTision of the constitution of the State, 
was President of the Mingo Creek Asso- 
ciation, and one of the committee who 
M^fsiirtwAed «i»«Mtimii !& iSbit 
fttlMk on K^vUM*! how." 

J* OMMm WM tan ChMttr mnty, 

(ritizen south of the Monongahela, lired 
in the town called by hie name, had at- 
tached himself to the goremmpnt of 
Virginia, and farored the idea of a new 
State. He was afterward a member of 
the Legislature, and was an early advo- 
Mte for the Federal constitution, and a 

mppofUiv off 0$iuml VlmtSUfM fnlwiii 
In tk« ooailqr<" 

FoltMi inM ftom MavyUnid ; 1m WM 
Mtimify A Vecknllfty Imt an open adfo- 
Mttt of the exoise law, Indeed the most 
«pei4]r 10 of uy I have noft'fritli in the 
western oonnties, and was an arowed 
ftiend of the Inspector. He kept a large 
distillery, and expected by the opera- 
tions of the excise to have considerable 
advantage over the small distillers. He 
kid all* weetad a broweiy* I have 
atfar baen Mb to aoeoimt fbr the ia^ 
•OMistaiMif of Ua aoodaal" 

William Findley was botli in Ilia naHh 
of Ireland, oame to this country young, 
and served with credit dnring the Revo- 
lutionary War. He was one of the ear- 
liest settlers in the West as a farmer. 
Being a man of considerable intelligence, 
and reading, and having a turn for pub- 
Ve apaaUng, lia aooB took part in poli- 
the, and waa ekoted to Oa IiegialataM. 
Here ha eana ia aanffiat with H. H. 
Bnakeavidse^ who waa alaelad tat the 
purpose of getting the new- county of 
Allegheny stmok off from Westmoreland, 
which was represented by Findley. 
They came in collision on various occa- 
sions, especially on the subject of a loan 
office, for which the people of the West 



06 

! were clamorous — Findley supported and 
Brackenridge opposed the law. When 
the latter was urged to support wiiat 
he regaidad aa of a rwj pemioious taiip 
daa^, ha waa toU that lha people oaUad 

fag ft, »0 II tha paopV said ha^ 

what da th^ kaow about anak thiaga." 
This hasty speech was reported agaiaat 
him, and a handle made of it. A long 
paper war ensued between him and Find- 
ley, which laid the foundation of a per- 
sonal as well as political enmity. They 
differed also on the subject of the Feder- 
al constitution, Findley taking sides with 
Gallatin. Findley waa one of thoaa 
who toak patt in tha aiaatfaiga two yoani 
bafbra lha ontbiaah. Ha attaaka Haoi- 
iltan with aatarilj in hia book. Ha waa 
one of tha earUait to oppoaa tha Fadaral 
administratioii, but waa deialnt in im- 
ness of purpose. When the vote on 
Jay*9 treaty was taketi^ he left the House 
of Representatives to avoid giving his 
vote, and was brought up by the sergeant- 
at-arms. As to his history of the insur- 
rection, in the simple statement of facta, 
ha would sal knmringly deriala fimn 
tralh, bat his prejudioea were itoong, 

and Ua paraonal atmiilj bianad hia j«d|- 
naat ffia book waa written tha yeaf 
after thai af Mr. Braokaniidgak of whioh 
he makes ooeaeional nae^ while ho en- 
deavors in a meaMng way to undervalue 
the author and detract from his merits. 
Instances of this are gYTon in the pro- 
gress of this work. 

SattmU J^m fie AJUkvU o/ Adanum 

" Thai on the ereaing preceding the 
naetiag at Braddaek*a field, tha inhaU- 
tanla of nttabnrgh genaraUy aatonblad 
to consult OB what measures wera aaoea- 

sary to pursue on the occasion. That 
before the people had proceeded to take 
the matter up in any order, it was an- 
nounced to them that three or four gen- 
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tlemen had arriTed from Washington 
coontj, with some alarming information 
respecting the meeting of the people on 
the next day at Braddock's Field. 
George Wallace, John WilkinB, Jr., 
and H. H. Braokenridge, Esq., were 
lmm0diAt«ljiuai«dto'waiioiitli«BU On 

fetoiB of lk«M gwlltiiiiii thej in- 
finmed fhA pMpto flicre ammbtod, iliat 
in eonseqnaaoa 9t Mara being intaraap- 
led in fha mail wUoh had been taken, 
tiiat earlain persons were prosoribad as 
obnozions to the people who were to 
assemble at Braddock's Field on the next 
day ; viz. James Brison, Edward Day, 
and Abraham Kirkpatrickf and that 
nothing short of their expulsion would 
Mtiafy tba people and mm tha town. 
The qoeatton was tben put by tba oluur> 
naot Ganatal Gibaon, wbaUiar thaj 
ihoidd ba v[ftSlitd or nokt wUoh was 
dadarad in iha affinnatiia. The mode 
of expulsion was the next oonalderation, 
which was to be done by a committee of 
twenty-one, the choice of whom was vest- 
ed in the chairman, who named them gen- 
erally; the chairman was named as one of 
the committee himself, ( his name set down 
by the secretary, Uatthew Bmest,) and 
be appeaiad to aaqniaioa in the appoint- 
mant. Tba daponant uadaratood at Iba 
time^ thai a primta aoggwtion waa 
made the chairman hj Ifr. nraokaoridga, 
that 1m, the chairmaii, was also obnox- 
ious; on which he supposed his name to 
be erased, Mr. Brackenridge not think- 
ing it prudent that he should be of the 
committee in going to Braddock's Field, 
and might induce suspicion of our sin- 
oerity in haying him of the committee. 
Ihia flia diponont vndantood from l£r« 
Bmokaoiidga on tha nma OTaning. 

Two of tha ponona pvoMilbad warn at 
tha maatingf fis. Jamaa Bdaon and Ed- 
ward Day, who appeared to acquiesoa in 
the axpnlsion, cinuid$riiig U far tkdr mm 



safety at well <u thai of the town, from tha 
manner they expressed themselves ; and 
further, that the particular friends of 
these gentlemen were pointed out to con- 
sult them on the expedience of theii- re- 
moTaL The deponent baliafaa that It 
was perfectly imdanload at tha tima^ to 
ba tha moat politio thing that ooold bo 
dona en tba oooadon, in oidar to tafca 
awi^ anj yratanaa inm tba liotara at 
Braddock's Field, of coming to the town 
to seize thMf and do other injuries ; and 
that t}ie same policy and necessity led 
the people generally to Braddock's Field. 
The deponent was one of the committee to 
Braddock's Field, and on the route there 
Mr. Brackenridge expressed himself to 
iha daponant to tha fbUowing effoot: 
that alter all that liad baan done, he did 
notoonMdarit aa parMify oartain that 
wo nd^t not ante ^Unoa from tha 
fury of the pe<q^la, on aooount of tha 
prevailing odium against the town* 
knowing that however far we had car- 
ried the appearance of union in senti- 
ment with the rioters, they would see 
through the mask, and treat ub ill on 
the first approach. Under these impres- 
sions, Braokanridge propoaad adianaing 
with a flag) the daponant otjaetod to it» 
and oboarrad that itwaa boat not toeaan 
to diatroat. Ifr. Braokaniidga than da> 
dinadit 

"That during the wbolo of the iaanv- 
rection, so far as the deponent had know- 
ledge, Mr. Brackenridge conducted him- 
self as a friend to the government, and 
showed great anxiety to have peace and 
good order restored to the country. 
That his apprehaniions appealed natoial 
and nnaffwttd. Tlia deponent baa flus 
tharhaaid thaoltiiana of Pittabnigh gen- 
evaUj speak of him in tha moat IhTOiaUa 
mauier, Jbr kit ^ttmitg and oddineit U 
99ni»g fown.'* 
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Meethirk. 

We accordingly went to Pittsburgh. 
When we arrived there a number of peo- 
ple came to the house where we put up, 
to inquire of us if we knew what object 
the people had in Tiew that were to 
MBMiible at Bfiddoek's Fiildt Wa in- 
formed tii«B thftt it wu la eoBieqiMnM 
of lettevs that had been fmmd in the 
mail, written bj nT«ral peraoaa in that 
place to government, misstating their 
conduct (as they termed it), and that the 
people conceived them to be very ob- 
noxious characters, particularly Major 
Kirkpatrick, Mr. Brison and Mr. Day ; 
and it was our opinion that if some of 
those who had written the letters did not 
leaTe the toirn, that it was in danger of 
being destroyed firom the apparent rage 
of the people. The eame evening there 
iras a town meeting of the inhabitants 
ef the plaoe, as we ondenrtood, to take 
into coneideratlMi what was best to be 
done for their own safety. On hearing 
that we had come to town, they appointed 
a committee, consisting of Mr. Brack- 
enridge, Gen. Wilklnsnnd Judge Wallace, 
to confer with us, and to have our opin- 
ion on the sttl^eet. Wo prodnood to 
them the lettm that had been taken ont 
of the m^ Til. Major Bntlor to Gen. 
Snox; Gton. Gibson to OoTomor Mifflin; 
Mr. Brieon to the same ; Gol. Neville to 
Gen. Morgan, and one without signature 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, in the 
handwriting of Edward Day ; which were 
read in their presence. They asked us 
what we thought was tho intentions of 
the people that were to assemble at Brad- 
dooVs Field the next day ? We gave it 
as our opinion, that the town was in im- 
minent dan^^of beingdestroyed if some 
of tiio obno^ons oharaeters were not 
sent away, for that we onrselTSS had 
been insulted on the road eoming there 
igr some people, when th^ understood 



we wore g<^g to Pittsbuigh; for they 
said we were going there as spies to tell 
the people to get out of the way, and 
that we ought to be taken prisoners, and 
they actually raised a party to follow us 
for that purpose, aa we were afterward 
informed. After which they returned 
to the meeting and gave the information 
ftom us, In oonsequenee of whioh thij 
onterod Into resolutions to e^el oertain 
persons, and whioh was afterward pob- 
lishedinhandUlls." 

ExtractfTom the statement of Col. Bhihmey. 

"We produced the letters which were 
to be considered obnoxious; they were 
read, and the committee were told by us 
to make what use they might think prop- 
er of them until to-morrow, as we had to 
produoo them at Braddoek's Field. The 
names of the obnoxious oharaeters wore 
given by us, vis. Mk^er Xirkpatriok, 
Mr. Brison and Mr. Bay. I mentioned 
to the committee that we had no real 
business at that time but to save the 
lown. Aud if you did not comply with 
what was related, by the Lord, your 
town, as I believed, would be laid in 
ashes, and those persons probably lunssu- 
cred. I remembor one question put by 
the eommittee^ * What will you advise to 
-do for the resl safety of the plaee V 
Answer— Send off these eharaeters ; take 
your arms in your hands and meet the 
people at Braddoek's Field to-morrow. 

"Col. Presley Neville was present the 
most of the time. 1 remember the con- 
versation with Col. Neville ; he asked us 
to give him a pass, or passport, so that 
ho might leave the place and travel with- 
out being molested. I replied that we 
were not invested with a^y each powers, 
that we wore not oomndtteo men, and 
that wo oame of our own aooord to in- 
form the people of Pittsbu^ of the im- 
pending danger they were in ; neverthe- 
less, ho repeated this desire to have a 
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pMipoffI of «■ the Bixt moiffBlng. Tm 
it ia, liad Ik beta in mj power, BolUaf 

would Irnn given me greater pleasure, 
fts I always considered him an old fast 
friend. Yet I felt hurt at his request, 
and more so on the repetition of it, efter 
tlio answer I liad gifon him." 

The foregoing exiMeti, teken from sf- 



idi«ite piUUM in llie eppiBdiz to 
*'IiBoidentt," ■qflieiieitlj oaatoin ibe ae- 

count given in the text Thoee pepoflh 
together with the etotements of James 
Ross, Mr. PuTTiance, and Mr. Reddickand 
others, to the same effect, will appear in 
full as notes to other chapters in the 
progress of this work. The foregoing ia 
deemed su£&oient for the present. 
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CHAPTER V. 

nx A88KIIBAAOB AT BBADDOOK't riBLD— DZmOVm Off lATIHO TBM fOWV. ' 

Thb people of Fittelmigliy hftTing oome to ihe detonmnatioo alietdy 
lektedi eet oat wAj in die moimng of Uie tet of Avgiut, 1794^ for tlio 
plaoe of xendei^oos <— the oommittee of tireaty-one, eompoeedi ai alieady 
meatioiiedi of tbe moel nepeotable atiieos, being on honebook, nnamedy 
and fiiUowed by the militia of the town, wunberiDg two hundred and fifty, 
under the command of Gen. Wilkins. It was not without miflgiying that 
they reflected on the hazard of the experiment of joining several thousand 
armed men, whose purpose, (if any they had,) at least of a large portion 
of them, was to burn aud plunder their town. But the towns people be- 
lieved that this fraternization and display of willingness to join in what- 
ever project was on foot, would turn aside the mischief of this methodical 
mob from them and contribute to prevent injury to others. Many, at the 
same time^ indulged a hope that the multitude (or army as it was called,) 
could be perenaded to proceed no further than they then were, ip the i4ea of 
attaoking the garrison had been abandoned, and the obnoxious characters, 
whose pfesenoe now formed the only pretext for the march, had left the 
town or were sappoeed to have done bo. About six hundred of the Pitti- 
buigh leeoludona had been Btruck off, and being eent through the Waah* 
ington oommittee and distributed among the people, Were reported to have 
produced a &7orab1e impression. Under these dronmstances the Fitts- 
burgheiB maxohed into the field. 

<*0n approaching the soene," says Mr. Braokenridge, my feelings 
were by no means pleasant. I was far from thinking myself secure from 
personal danger. 1 knew I had stood, in general, well with the country 
before this period; but I had given myself a stab aa to popularity, by what 
I had Said at the Mingo meeting-house. I had understood that a current 
of obiiquy ran strong against me from that quarter.'* 

Besides this, there were persons who entertained unfriendly feelings 
toward him from previous causes; two of them, M'Farlane, the brother 
of him that had been killed, and Benjamin Parkinson, he knew would be 
there as leaders. The proTsiling idea among the people was, that all law 
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for the time was dissolved, as ou the extreme frontier when lynch law 
rules the hour. There was no notion, under the circumstances, that there 
could be anything wrong in bringing a man to speedy end by the limb of a 
tree and hanging him, if obnoxious to the people. Although he had been 
on friendly terms with Bradford before, he did not know his standing at 
present. He might be suspected of having related hia treasonable speeoh 
at the Mingo Creek meeting, which had been communicated to govem* 
meat by the writoxB of the intercepted letters, and who had drawn upon 
ihem ihd resentment of Bradford. If he should make inquiries into this 
matteri on the gronndi it might plaoe him in an awkward predioament, as 
he had in ikct giyen the information with the othen who had aooom- 
panied hisu It mi^t not be easy to save themselyes from the tyrant of 
the day. Under these apprehensions for himself and the eommitteei he 
thought of advancing with a white flag, and plaeed a white handkerchief 
on the end of a whip for the purpose, but a moment's reflection impelled 
him to take it down, as it would show distrust and mar the plan which 
had been adopted. These fears may appear unreasonable at this distance 
of "time, but not to one who has seen a large and enraged multitude, under 
the command of one as mad as themselves, or under no command at all. 
In the first case, they will execute whatever the leader dictates; in the 
other, what any one may suggest. In the present instance, Bradford would 
have great power, but the people would have more, and there was rea- 
son to fear both. As to burning the town, possibly it was more talked of 
than intended; but the talking of it would lead to the act, contraiy to the 
wishes of many of the talkers. Such Is the histofy of the human mind, 
when men an in a state of anarchy. 

The aeoonnt of the assemblage will be given in the words of the author 
of the InotdentSy" whose graphic descriptions have been in great part 
adopted by HsmOton in his report. 

The ground where Braddoiik fongbt,* is on the east side (right bank) 
of the Monongahela, and on the same side with the town of FSttsbnrgh. 
The militia from Washington had therefore to cross the river in order to 
come upon the ground. They had crossed in great numbers, at the same 
ford where Braddock did, and were now on the ground. They were 
dressed in what we call hunting shirts, many of them with handkerchiefs 
on their heads ; it is in this dress they equip themselves against the In- 
dians. They were amusing themselves with shooting with balls at marks, 
and firing in the air at random with powder only. There was a coutiDoal 

* At the time of the aasemblage it was the private pvoperly of Qeo. Wallaee, Bsq. 
one of the committee. 
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discbarge of guns, and cooHtant smoke in the woods and along the bank 
of the river. There appeared great wantonness of mind, and a disposition 
to do anything extravagant. We had advanced within the camp, as it 
was called, when the committee halted and waited for Gen. Wilkins, at 
the head of the Pittsburgh militia, to approach. I saw him march by 
us, and discovered iu his countenance a sufficient evidence of a sense 
of danger ; though I knew him to be a man of great personal intrepidity, 
jet I did not wonder at his apprehensions. Nothing but his appearing at 
the head of the militia could have saved him. I wa^ jbhti^bi^ of bis'- :- 
dangoTi when I toned my head a moment, and waa struok with the sighf 
of the Teiy man I was most afraid of, Andrew M'FalciaAe, j^tiby^OMt'i • • / \ 
He was dressed in » bine ooat, with a dark Tiaage, lowering eonntetiaaeey 
aad a rifle in his hand, looking at me. I eyed him in my tom^ bat did 
not Tentme to speak. I trusted to his fear of tbe people, as he did not 
know perfectly how I stood with them; after some time he tnmed 
about and went away. 

** The next objeet that arrested my attention was Bradford,* walking 
before a number of battalions that had just crossed the river, and were 
ranged on the bank to be viewed by him. I was solicitous to know what 
my reception would be. I knew that from his going on to the intercept- 
ing the mail, and the procuring of this movement of the people without 
my knowledge, he had not expected my assistance, and his not commu- 
nicating his intentions discovered a distrust of me. But I found our 
proceedings in Pittsburgh had satisfied him, for he adyanoed and spoke 
to me. Ihe usual questions by him, and every one else, were, had we 
■ent away those men ? Was there no danger of their coming back ? Our 
, vsual answer was, they are gone — they will not be suffered to eome baek. 
Bpithets of indignity were sometimes used respeettng them, to mask our 
sentiments the better. It was said by them thai more must go. Btuj 
one fton Pittsburgh that I heard speak at all, assented to every thing 
Ant was said; for it was a part of the system adopted, and we trosted to 
the aningements that eoold be made to soften all matters and prevent f n- 
jury to any one, in proportion as we ouxselveB eould acquire confidence 
with the leaders or the multitude. 

♦ ''David Bradford assumed the office of Major General ; mounted on a superb 
horse, in splendid trappings, arrayed in full martial uniform, with plumes floating 
in the air and sword drawn, he rode over tho ground, gave orders to the military 
and harangued the multitude. Never was mortal man more flattered than was 
Pavid Bradford on Braddook's Field. Every thing depended on his will. The ia> 
snrgents adored him, paid him Uia most istvile homage, in ordor to bo able to oon- 
trol aad aaaago hfaa.**' Caraahan, p. 1S7. 

8 
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<* Having been some tinw on ilie gnnmd| I fell in vitli Benjamin Fmp- 
Idaflon, the oiher penon of whom I had been persoiiallj apprebennYO. 
He was in a group of men whom I knew to be warn in the eaoae. I ad- 
Taneed with great appearanoe of eonfidenee and fmnkness of manner, 

and saluted them. I was received with cordiality, and thonght myself 
very fortauate. All, or most of them, had bceu at the confiugration of 
the house of the Inspector, and had heard me at the Mingo meeting- 
house; but the Pittsbui^h handbill, and my appearance on the ground 
•new to jpin-th^hi, had effaced the unfavorable impression. 

** Tliey sat in a group on the ground, each with his rifle in his hand, 
/erjfifij^ b^ihim^';J.^8at with them. Xhe oouTezaation turned upon the 
burning of the honse ; and they expressed great rage against Kirkpatrioky 
who had been the cause of burning and the death of James lft'£^ 
kne, by hie refaaing to let the hooae be seaiohed for the Imqpeelor'B oom- 
mianon and hia papeia. They eKpressed leaentment ageinsft Migor Jintleri 
fox Bending ont soldiers to the house of the Inspeotor. They had inqnind 
liMT Onnsby, who had aoeompanied Neyille, the younger, and the Haishal 
fttm Pittsburgh. I said he was upon the grouDd, but was searoely worth 
inquiring after. He was an inoonsiderate young man, that would go any 
where. He had gone there and had come here, and it was little matter 
what lie did. That we had heard in what manner they had treated him 
when they had him a prisoner ; that they had taken his horse and pistol 
and hanger from him ; and put him on the bare back of a colt to ride, as a 
steed congenial with his years and discretion. I had heard something of 
this, but whatever might have been the case, I was disposed to give them 
the impression that X was diverted with the circumstance, and therefore 
put them on the relation of the circumstances, and laughed immoderately; 
hnt oonoluded that he had been su£Gioiently punished by his apprehension 
OB that ooosmoD ; and that he had gone there without the knowledge of 
his parents, and had oome with their approbation here» it wss not worth 
while to mind him; it was agreed that it was not. I did not know that, 
in the meantime, the yonngman had been on the point ci asssssination. 
Ilfleen men had psinted themselTes bliok, ss ihe Indian warriois do 
when they go to war. They had gone in searoh of Ormsby. SSediek 
Wright, of Peter's Greek, had disoorered it, and haying a good will fbr 
the family, or from motives of humanity, made haste to give him the in- 
telligeuce of it, a few minutes, not a quarter of an hour, when they were 
seen to pass by openly in pursuit of him. He made his way to Pitts- 
burgh in the course of the day, by dovicjus routes, and lay concealed in 
the barracks of the old garrison until the whole cavalcade was over. 
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"I was greatly disconcerted on one occasion, in tlic course of the day, 
by Jumes Koss,* of Washinsrton. It was the first time I had seen him on 
the ground, when sitting with two or three others at the root of a tree; 
passing by, he said to me, within a Bmile, 'You have got a great deal of 
subtlety, but you will have occasion for it all.' I was alarmed, and looked 
about to see who must have heard him. There were none near but those 
just with me, whom I knew, and who were wearing the mask also. But 
I gave him to understand that he had alarmed me, for he could not 
know the character of those with me. He said he did, and considered 
that before he spoke. Talking of the anrangemeats made, he thought the 
bvaineae well managed on the part of ihe town ; and that nothing else 
eonld haye aaved Uvea and property. 

" People were ooming in from CTery quarter all that day, generally 
sfmed ; bnt some inthont arms. It was impossible to know the real sen-, 
timents of almoet any one amongst the multitade— how far they were- 
there ftpom necessity, or of choice. Every man was afraid of the opinions* 
of another. Sonjetimes a word dropped, which might be construed awav 
if not well taken, would lead to a confidence. The great bulk of the 
people were certainly in earnest ; and the revolutionary language and the 
ideas of the French people had become familiar. It was not tarring and 
feathering, as at the commencement of the revVtkition from Great Britain, 
but guillotining — that is, putting to death by any way that offered. 1 
am persuaded that even if Bradford hima^, that day, had ventured to 
ohaok the violence of the people, in any way that was not agreeable to 
ibem, and had betrayed the least partiality for the excise law, or perhaps 
eren of a remisBlon of hb aeal against it, he would have sunk in an in- 
stant from his power, and they wonld have hnng him on the first tree ! 
Yety he was weak enough not to have foreseen this ; it had been an argu- 
ment used with him, in dissuading from a perseveranoa in the nMasuie 
mndertakeni that no man oould ealeakte the ooDsequeaoes of putting the 
Bass in motion with arms in their hands. His answer was, that he oonld 
say to them, < hitherto shalt thou go, and no further.' Cwtain it is, that 
his influence was great. I saw a man wade into the river, lift cold water 
from the bottom of the channel and bring it in his hat to him to drink. 
Applications were made to him that day for commissions in the service. 
•^Nevertheless, whatever his idea might have been, he would have seen 
■ the extent of his power, if he had ventured to tell the people that they 

• Ifr. Ross, IT. 8. Senator, then resided in Washington, aod had some, like many 
ethers, with a view of eaerting himself to eontrol the people. He was afterward 
one of the ConmilasioBers to oibr an amnesty to the insaigails. 



104 WBSTBRN nrSUREBOTIOH. 

should return without going on to Pittsburgh. It waa the object of all 
men who were apprehensive of the consequences, to dissuade from this ; 
hut it appeared very doubtful, through the whole day, whether or not it 
was practicable. It was afterward found that it was not. 

"I had seen Gen. Wilkins through the day; he had remained close 
with the PiUBbuJKbi people, and ventured little through the multitude. 
On his first ooming he had gone np to Bradford, apprehensive that he 
might denounce him, and addressed him, < Sir, have you any thing 
against me?' <No/ said he. This xesolate behaviw fffobftbly prevented 
Itim from hsving any thing to say. 

• ** Toward tlie evening, there was a oonncil of the Pittsbargh commit- 
tee. It had been represented to them, and was the fiuit, that the people 
of the town, not expecting to detain that night, had bnmi^t no provis- 
ions with ihem } it was svggested that they might be snffered to retnm 
to town, and* be at the plaee of rendeirons early in the morning. It was 
thought expedient, and orders were given aeeordingly. .On its being 
known that the people of Pittsburgh were going home for the night, 
there was a great clamor in the camp. It was said they were about to 
desert the cause, and in fact never had been sincere in it. The fact is, 
there were persons among them shrewd enough to discover this. Some 
would say they were pleased with our address, but would rather have had 
it ns all in concert. * You have acted well, but we understand you ; we 
giye yon credit for your manafrcraent.' It would be answered : * Wliat ! 
do you doubt onr sincerity T They would say, < We do not dispute your 
good policy.' 

" Binding the eifeet of the departure of the Pittsbuigh people, it was 
thought desifable to oountermand the leave given. I xode after them in 
gnat haste and turned them to the Held, with orders not to leave it, let 
their want of food be what it might, rather than produce a dissatisfaotkm 
with the people on the ground, and bring them irregularly and in bad 
humor to the town. It will be asked, whence had I this authority ? And 
bow was I obeyed so readily ? I was of the committee to whom the power 
had been intrusted of conducting all the affairs on this occasion. 

" On my return with the Pittsburgh people, I saw James Marshall, for 
the first time, on the ground. I saw he was greatly hurt in his mind, at 
the trouble he had brought upon ns ; and had great solicitude with re- 
gard to the event. I explained to him the dissatisfaction that had taken 
place at the departure of onr people, and wished him to ride through the 
•eamp and give information that ho saw ns all returned. He mounted his 
iioiM^ with his riie in his hand| and set out to do it. 
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*^ In ihe omine of tbe day, a great snbjeot of ooDVomlion bad been tbo 
taking of the garrison. It would seem to have been the origiDal object 

of the movement, but bad beeu laid aside. On what principle, I do not 
know ; whether on the ground of the diflSculty of accomplishing it, or the 
projectors of the enterprise hcHitatiug to make war so directly on the 
United States. I should rather think it was the danger of the enterprise 
that operated on the mind of Bradford ; for he would naturally reflect 
that he could not avoid taking a part in the attempt himself, and I bave 
no idea that he was a man of oourage under certain danger. Tbe reason 
ostensibly'^igned at tbe relinquisbment of tbis object, was, that it nat 
fimnd tbe military stores in tbe gpurrison were intended for tbe eam- 
piign against tbe Indians, and it would be improper to deninge tbe ope> 
ntiona of tbat campaign by seising tbepn. Tbis part of tbe enterprise 
bad been abandoned by tbe projecton of it^ but tbe mmor bad gone 
•btoad, and it was not geDeratly known to tbe people tbat it was aban- 
doned. Tbe ^uery every wbere was, wen we to take ibe garrison t I 
answered always, tbat we were. The query tben was, could we take it? 
It was answered, no doubt of it. But at a great loss ? Not at all — not 
above a thousand killed and five hundred mortally wounded. This loss, 
to the more thinking part, appeared very serious. Various modes were 
proposed of taking it ; some thought of providing stakes with sharpened 
points, and rushing up with these and putting them into the port-holes, 
obstruct the firing from them, while others were cutting away the pick- 
eli. In tbe meantime others, with their rifles, taking off the men at 
tbe guns in tbe blockhouses of tbe bastions^ as the Indians took off tbe 
artillery men at St. Claires expedition. I was asked wbat was my plan 
of taking it ? I snggested tbe undermining and blowing np a bastion ; 
bat tbej would fire upon tbe diggers } besides, it wasted powder. To 
some oomplaining, tbat called ont so bastUy tbey were not well snppUfld 
wHb powder, I proposed starring oat tbe garrison; bnt tbeae were ap- 
pvebensire they wonld starve out tbeniselves. After night I bad a great 
deal of oonversation on tbis subject, in tbe bnsbes and at tbe sides of tbe 
fences — laying our heads together and whispering. I was for tbe most 
desperate measures, but admitted that much blood must be lost. 

"About midnight, I rode through the camp where the people were , 
lying at the fires in their blankets or without. I mado a pretense of in- 
quiring for the Pittsburgh battalion, and this with a view at the same time 
to let them know that the Pittsburgh people were still on the ground. 
My principal object was to ascertain the determination of the people with 
ngprd to tbeir coming to Fittsbuigb. X found tbe uoiveiaal sentiment to 
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be, that they would see the town. Th^re was little sleep in the camp. The 
liriDg and shouting had ceased, but there was a continued conversation. 

" Corainn^ up to a tire, a person to whom I was known acco<?ted me. ' Is 
Kirkpatrick gone?' said he. He is gone. * And why the devil did you 
let him <j;o ?' said a person starting up behind him. The question came so 
suddenly upon me, that I was a little struck with it; but recovering, I 
replied that it was no fault of mine that he went away ; I would rather 
have kepi him here, and punished him by the law. This was the trath^ 
for I was prosMUtiDg at that rerj time for misdemeanor. The enrag6 or 
MKSged man, as I may call him, made no reply ; but the peiecm who fimt 
spoke to me gave me a tovoh on ihe side and said, ' Oome, take a dram, we 
will not detain yon/ This I nnderstood to be a hint to go away. 

** I give this in(^denty beeanse that hating mentbned it afterward, it 
wae used as a proof that I had endeaTored to inflaenoe the people against 
Kirkpatriek by talking of punishing by law. It is tme tiie man deserree 
my resentment, neyertheless I had too mnoh regard for wf own feelings 
and the opinion of the public to arail myself of that occasion to do him an 
injury. But my loose expression in the cu.se mentioned was equivocal, 
and was understood by thera as it was intended to bo understood, viz. to 
the circumstance which was the ground of their resentment, the defend- 
ing Neville's house; my insinuation was that it was punishable by law. 
The thought was new to the man, and it ocoupied his mind for the mo- 
ment. 

" Passing on to a range of fires, I found Hamilton's battalion. This 
had arrived late in the evening ; it had been long expected, and W88 
sailed the ' bloody battalion.' The greatest part of it had been at liie 
Iraming of the Inspeotor^s house. We expected desperate measures when 
tliese came. It was commanded by John Hamilton, a man Teiy moderate 
and reasonable, and who was disposed to restrain the people from acts of 
▼iolence, and with that view had come with them. Baniel Hamilton, hSs 
oonsin, was the first t%At aeoosted me, and wishing to serve me the people, 
- called out, ' This is a tme whig. But what do you think of thst d— d 
fellow, James Ross ? He has been here and all through the camp, per- 
suading the people not to go to Pittsburgh !' I saw now that it was in 
vain to oppose the going, and it was better to acquiesce and say they should 
go. In that case there would be more management of them than if they 
came in spite of opposition. I saw this, and took my part decidedly. 
* D — n the fellow,' said T, * what business has ho with Pittsburgh ? The 
people of Pittsburgh wish to see the army ; and you must go through it, 
and let the d— d gairison see that we oonld take it if we would. It will 
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Mmrinoe ih» govmmeiit tJiat w» m no mol>,lnil t regnkramyy and eia 
pt ti m e discipline and pan thfioagli a town like the FienelL and Ameriflan 
armies in tlie eemse of tilie last war, without doing the least injury to pii^ 
sons or property ?' There was a ^reneral aoolamation, and all professed a 

detcriiiinauou to molest no one. Returaing to a I'ariu house, ju.st by the 
camp, where some of our committee were, I communicated the result of 
my observations. Some of them had been through the camp in the same 
manner, and had the same impression^ that I had^ with regard to the iai- 
possibility of preventing the people from coming to town.'* 

The focegoing is given in the words of the author of the " Incidents 
it is the minuteness of the details which gtm it its greateit value. The 
leader is placed ia the very midst of the aeeoe which passes hefore hia 
ajea; he aharea the author's foeliiigay and profito bj hia profcmiid reflex- 
lioiia dmwB fnm humaa nature. Mote than one tople ia presented for the 
•Indy of oar peonliar inadtntbna, and Uie genina of onr Amerioan peo^ 
If they have imptofed ainee that day^ it is simply from the increase in the 
proportionate number of enlightened individualsy and the greater spread 
of knowledge and edueation. 

In the morning, a council consisting of the principal officers was con- 
vened in the camp, and it was agreed to form a committee, to be composed 
of three from each regiment, to deliberate on what was to bo done. Gen. 
Wilkins, H. H. Brackenridge and John M'Mastera were chosen for Pitts- 
bui^h. Tn order that the deliberations might be more free, it was pro- 
posed to retire to some distance, which they did, to a shady ground in 
the woods. Edward Cook was appointed chairman, but no secretary was 
ohosen.* Bradford opened the meeting by stating the oauae of their 
assemblage in armS| viz. in order to chastise certain persons who had 
aTOwed sentiments friendly to the excise laws; that their sentiments 
had eome to light through the violence of some persons who had intei^ 
Mpted the mail, and found their letters; that theae letten would speak 
fbrthemaelTes. Herotaking out the letters firom his pocket, ha read them: 
from Major BuUer of the garrison, givbg an account of the outrages com- 
wuttedy and his sense of their atrocity ; firom Neville the younger, allud- 
ing to the authors of the disturbance, and applying to them the epithet 

•Hildreth saya (see Cnug's Kstory, p. 252,) that GaUatin was appointed see- 
retafj. He was not there at aU. Craig ought to have hnown better. The three 
or four pages he eztraets from Hildretii, on the subject ef the insnrrectioD, eon- 
tain almost as many errors as they contain liaes. Craig and HUdreth are of that 
elaaa of old Federalists, who, liiie the aneieat nolaUtj ia frmee^ aem lean and 
nefer forget any thing* 
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of ratcaJif fttm Sdwaid DRj, ioggeiftiDg a piojeot for ourytDg tiio 
mue law into opontton; from Ctoa. Giboon, stotUig a motion of BiadU 
IM| at tho Mingo Oraok mooting, to inj^ort tho ontiagoa eommittod; 
from the prothosotaiy Briaon, to tho same effect. At tho anthoia of 
those two last lotton he appeared partiealarlj enraged, as distinguishing 
him at tho Mingo Cieek meeting, and representing him as making soeh 
a motion. Addressing himself to Mr. Brackenridge — Were not you 
there/' said he; "did I make such a motion?" "I looked at the man 
with astonishment, (says Mr. Brackenridge in the "Incidents/*) is it 
possible, thought I, that you did not know the scope of your harangue ? 
You did not make the motion, but you supported it, and that is all the in- 
accuracy in the statement in the letter. But is it possible you would regard 
the being distinguished to the government as supporting violent oonnsels, 
when yon have distinguished yoozseif so effectually in the very act of 
obtaining these letters? HowoTor, it was no time to explain; it would 
itttolvo mjself and put it out of mj power to save others, to enter into 
an alteioation with the Bobeapieifo of the oooasion, bj stating, as the 
ftot was, that if ho did not make tho motion, ho supported it.* I there* 
fore evaded it» by saying that tho statement in tho letter was not aeenrato, 
hat tliat might be tho fimlt of the information given tho writers. It was 
answered, that it beeame them to be more oantions in giving eredit to infor- 
mation ; and at all events it evinced a disposition unfriendly to the people, 
to bo communicating information to tho ^"overnment of what they wore 
about. There was no answering this." The reader must reflect, that 
Mr. Brackenridge was placed in a situation where the least imprudence 
on bis part would not merely involve himself, but many others, his fellow 
townsmen, whose fate was extremely critical. 

Bradford having read the letters, and put them up again, said, there ia 
another person who is an object of resentment with the people, Major 
Craig; ho has had the insolence to say, that if the Inspector's offioe is 
shut up in the town of Pittsburgh, he will open it in his own hooso. 
Calling on the deputation from Pittsburgh, said ho, " Have any of yo« 
heard thisf" It was answered in the negative. Mr. Brackenridge sud 
that he had neither heard it from him nor from others, hnt stated som»- 
thing respecting the Major's uneasiness and alarm— his taking down tho 
notioo on the door, and giving the fragments to Capt. Long 1 He oansod 
a laugh at the expense of the Major ; thinking to save him, as well as 

*It is Yery possible that it may have been designed by Bradford to bring on a 
row, which would end in getting rid of the whole Pittsburgh delegation. A fie- 
lent altercation would have led to fatal oonseqoenoea. 
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the Pittsbnrgli people by substitating mirtb in tbe plaoe of tbe angrj 
feelings which prevailed. He abo admits that he bad some U(Ue malioa 
in thifl piaoe of merriment, on aooomit of the Major having accused the 
tomoa people of oowardice in not going omt to defend the Inspeotoi^i 
lioiifle in the oonntiy. Bradford nid that the langnage of the Ifajor had 
been the talk of the oamp. 

It waa now the qneitbny what ahonld be done with theee men ? It was 
feeolTed that the qneation ahonld be tahm with leapeot to them ain- 
gly. The eaae of Major Bntler waa oonddered firrt ; hie ofienae waa two- 
fold — the interfering with the civil authority of the people, by sending a 
military force to the house of the Inspector ; and by his correspondence 
with the government. There was no one so raah as to defend these acts; 
but it was observed by Mr. Brackenridge, that being an officer of the 
United State?, Major Butler was amenable to the Executive for every- 
thing unconstitationally done; and that on a representation to the 
President^ there oould be no question but that he would remove him 
from the command in the district. It would be moat advisable, there- 
fore, to take no order in his oaao, hnt poatponeitnntil the meeting at Farkin- 
flon'a Ferrjr, and then remonstrate to the Ejceentive^ and proonre his reeall, 
whieh waa agreed to. The amnnng inoonaiatenoy of petiUoning the Presi- 
dent fbr the removal of a anhordinate offioer, by persona in anna againat the 
gover n ment^ does not appear to have atmok any one, nor does it appear 
that so transparent a pieee of management on the part of Braekoiridge 
M to any suspieion of hia design. 

The case of Major Skaig waa next taken up. It was observed by Mr. 
Brackenridge, that it was true that there certainly was ground of suspi- 
cion that he had been over zealous in favor of the excise law; neverthe- 
less it might be bad policy to order him of the country at this time, for 
in bis capacity as Quarter-Master, he bad the care of the military stores 
that were intended for the Indian campaign; that it might derange these 
operations^ and give offense to the people of Kentucky, who were also 
against tbe excise law. But he was also an offieer of the United States, 
appointed by Gen. Kaoz, the Secretary at War, and tbe same steps might 
be taken againat him aa against Major Bntler* The only diffienlty in thia 
eaae^ waa to whom the rapreaentation ahonld he made, to ihe Seoretary at 
War or the Pteaidentf James Rossi who happened to he near, waa ap- 
pealed t0| and he gave it as his opinioni that the Seeretaiy at War waa ihe 
proper authority to be addreesed. The effeot of the appointment of a del- 
egation to meet at Flurkinaon^a Feny, was seen in the two foregoing 
instances; in the disposition to refer to its deeiaiona aa ihe higheat anIhiNS 
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Uj iiwtttoted hj the people fSbfuaaArm^ altiiovgk eiiatiag only l»>Wii««- 
It iko fimiflhed a good exoue tor giving the go-bj to mbjeots not oiliM^ 
vise manageable. It was wise to refer snoh qnestioM to thai higher anr 
tiioritjy as it took away the dispogition of the people to act hastilji or fren 
iuddcQ impulse. 

The next cases were those of the two other writers, Neville and Gibson. 
Mr. BrackenridQ;e spoke in their behalf also, but it was discovered that 
the people wt^re iirowing impatient at this special pleading of the Pitts- 
bnrn:h lawyer. With regard to Gibson, he observed, that be waa a man 
of an inoffensive disposition, and conld do little harm go or stay ; being 
engaged in trade, to be compelled to leave homo might injure not oalj 
himself but others, and that baniahmenti in his case, eonld do no good* 
Ai to Neville, he had used hanh languge, bat mnder the inflaence of 
poMion, and in aletter toatehtfiott. Some ill humor was pow mtBifaited i 
there were speahen for and i^nat; a maa kaniagoii hiakaeee, with hia 
ehia on the head of his staff aad a skraehad hat en his head, spoike soft^ 
h«t with gnat eagerness, for Ifeville — hmt at this mosM&t a Gapt Ma»- 
lay, a jouDg Inshmaoy not hmg ia the eoaatry, with gieat liveliitess of 
manner, oame forward, dressed in a light skj-blae camblet coat, leather 
overalls, buflF waistcoat, and a cutlass by his side. He liad not been 
present until that moment. In fact, fresh battalions of militia were con- 
tinually arriving:, and as they arrived they clio^se deputies to the commit- 
tee. Murray wishing to make up for lost tim^, was very active now, and 
understandini^ that the question was for the banishmenut of a certain 
individual, was very strenuous £or the banishment.^ If it had been hang- 
iagy it would have been the same thing ; for the man had no resestmeBl 
penoaally or politically, bat simply wished to diatingnish himself, and 
engage in the rerointion. 

little or no ooneerBy" sagiB Mr. Braokeniidge, "in the oaae of 
Kevllle,* for I did not see it to be of any oonseqnenee to him whether ha 
was to go or atay. I rather thought it was hie interest to he seat away, 
andlhadnndemtoodthatit wishis wish togeftootof tiieeonntry. Ha 
aeloaily ezprsmed himself to that effeet to the messengers ftom Waah* 
kigtoii,t oame witib the intercepted mail, and applied to them for a 
passport, mistaking their authority. I had seen kim the morning of 

^He waa a man ef kiture, and passed much of his time in Philadelphia. At 
this time he was a member of the State Legislature, and was summoned there short* 
ly after to attend a special session. Craig speaks most pathatioally of his exUt, 

f See Col. Blakeney's statement, of whom he requested a passport 1 Tetheande 
a freai oukfliy aboathis baniteent 
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mat march to Braddook's Field, and with as much anxiety of counteiuuiM 
as a man ooold disoover, wboi ooaM oonoeiTe his life to be in dangei« — 
kie ejcpresrion was, * The only thing I think of ie to escape assassination/ 
Well — I thought of nothing hat this, the saying of his U£b and pfopertj. 
For Gihoon I wot oonoemed ; not that I thought tt would ultimately he 
of eny damage to him to he hanished, but I supposed his feelings would 
he hurt ^ the present, and he might think it of eonsequenoe to he . sent 
away. 

"I was standing by Bradford at this time — turning to him, I observed 
with some warmth, ' The sending away these people is a farce ; it will be 
the best recommendation they can have to the government; they will get 
into oflSce and be great men by it ; it is better to let them stay and be in- 
significant where they are ; you courd not have done a better thing to those 
that are gone than to have sent them off/ My language was candid, and 
hie answer especially so. ' But/ said he^ ' the people came out to do some* 
thing; and something they must do/ I now saw, that whatover his theoiy 
might have been with regard to the extent of bis power over the people, 
his feelings for his own safety eorreoted his vanity; and he saw the ner 
eeasity of giving a tub to the whale. He had heard the deelamation of 
Murray, vis. thai we must be firm, and olear the oountfy of disaffeeted pei^ 
ions, fro.; and oonoeiving that Murray, being just Irash from the camp, 
had brought its senribilities with him, he was unwilling to rebz in his 
disposition with regard to the expulsion — we ought to be firm, said he, 
aud unanimous.'' 

At the first withdrawing of the committee, and taking their station in 
the woods, they were followed by numbers of outsiders. The committee 
being opened, it was moved, and the chairman was directed to inform the 
people, that it was their wish to deliberate in private, and the chairman 
addressed them to this effeet. Some went away, but others remained, and 
accessions were certainly made by new comers. In spite of all that could 
be done, there was a gallery of riflemen around them. About a dossen 
came up from the camp, and having listened a little, leaning with their 
rifles on a log, while the committee was still deliberating on the eases of 
Gibson and Neville— •"Gentlemen," said one of them, « do something 
speedily, or we will go to execution ourselves.'' This, with the disposio 
Htm discoverable in the committee, indueed the Pittsbuighers to think it 
not advisable to delay the determination ia the cases just mentioned, lest 
the multitude should go on, and the committee, of course, bteak up witl^ 
cut any determination at all; and in tiial case, no resdutioa having beea 
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paned and uiiumiioed with xeg^ to tliMe penoiu, thqr mild be left to 
the meroy of tbe mob. Uoder these impieettODS, the Pittibiiigh mem* 
ben oontolluig ande, wen of opinion that it was best to say at onoe that 
thej would be sent away, and they fchemaelTes would engage to have it 
done; bat yeqnested -eight days for them to be ready. Some one of tbe 
members proposed to refer the case to the Parkinson Ferry meeting, but 
that was rejected. This undertaking of the Pittsburghors to expel their 
fellow townsmen, was not well received ; their wish to do so was distrust- 
ed, and led to tbe inij^uiry whether those who wore said to have left the 
town, were actually gone or not ? It was affirmed by the towns people 
that they were gone, and that they had crossed the Allegheny river the 
preceding evening. They were anxious to satisfy the doubt, whfah seem- 
ed to be gioinng serions, and might have terminated badly, when for- 
tunately a young man who had just come from the camp, announoed that 
one of the spies employed in the Indian war had jnst eome in, and 
bronght an aooonnt that they had seen Bfison and Kirkpatriek ten miles 
on the Sandnsky xoad. Though not true, it answered the purpose. It 
was now stipnlated that they ahonld not be permitted to eome bank. Bfr. 
Bnekeniidge told the people that if they did eome back they might seiio 
kirn in their plaoe ; some one said; Bemember the pledge/' 

Bradford now moyed that the troops should go on to Pittsburgh ; 
** Yes," said Mr. Brackcnridge, "by all means ; and if with no other view, 
at least to give a proof that the strictest order can be preserved and no 
damage done. We will just march through, and making a turn come out 
on the Monongahela bank, and taking a little whiskey with the inhabi- 
tants of the town, the troops will embark and cross the river." These 
words thus oareiessly spoken, became the order of the day, there being no 
other orders issued by any other officer or oommander. James Ross at 
thb moment stepping from another part of the oommittee, whispered to 
Mr. Brackenridge, <<The veil is getting too thioi I fear it will be seen 
throngh." Bat the eommitftee had risen and weie gmng away. " It is 
well for you," said Benjamin Ftokinson, ''that the oommittee has broken 
up in snob a hnny; you would haye been taken notioeof, you gendemen 
of Pitfisbuigh. Give us whiskey I we don't want your whiskey." " I 
eonsidered hisumbiage at these words/' says Mr. Biaekenridge, ''as^no 
more than a pretense for a quaxfel, and was alarmed, but made, in the 
softest manner, an explanation that I meant no more than that we should 
drink together, and not any offense whatever; and that it would affect me 
in the most sensible manner, if anything inadvertently said by me should 



Digitized by Go 



HABCH TO PITTSBUEQH. 113 

interoept litniioDy and injure tlie eaiue. I got Mm to fleem satisfied; 

but I rather suppose he had bep^n to suspect me of not being in earnest 
io the cause, and that this was the real ground of his resentment." 

The situation was a delicate one for those who were obliged to seem 
what they were not. Parkinson was a bullj, but like such had more 
show of desperate courage than reality. The safety of those who were 
thus compelled to act so difficult a part, lay in the shortness of time that 
the insugents were assembled together — they did not yet know bow far to 
confide in eaeh other- — or what snpport they could ooant> upon, and how 
fiur others were supported. The same oolleotion of persons remaicing to- 
gether onlj a lew dajB| in all probabili^ would haye exhibited a different . 
ehanetef. 

The Pittshnigh committee, in the mesn time, had sent messengeis to 
Major Bntler to inform him of ihe state of ihingSy and that the garrison 
would not be dtstnrhed.* Others were despatehed to have boats readj for 
enssing the river, and refinshments on the ground where thej would halt^ 
so as to leave no pretext for leaving the ranks. Some of the towns people 
had gone home, alarmed at the idea of the march, in order to put out of 
the way some of their most valuable articles. Some buried their books 
and papers. Mr. Brackenridge had given orders the day before for his 
papers to be carried out of town. Officers in the mean time had been ap- 
pointed : Colonels Cook and Bradford generals ; Colonel Blakeney officer 
of the day ; Mr. Brackenridge led the army as guide, from his perfect 
knowledge of the country and the roads. In this order this extempo- 
rized army entered the town -by the Fourth Street Koad, keeping out of 
sight of the garrison j marehing down the main street to the Monongahela, 
the whole body Uien passing along the river^ and about four o'clock halted 
on the plain to the east of the town, the property of Mr. Braokenridge. 
Hera every possible provision had been made that the short space of time 
allowed. Many of the inhabitants besides, had placed rafreshments on 
tables befon thsir doors. • As soon as the Pittsburgh militia^ who march* 
ed in the rear» could be dismissed from the ranks, thej wero employed in 
carrying water to the plain. Members of the committee set the example 
by carrying water and whiskey to these "Whiskey Bojs, ' as they have 
since been called. " I was employed with the rest," says the writer of 
the " Incidents/* " very busily. I thought it better to be employed ia 
extinguishing the fire of their throats than of my house ; most other per- 
sons thongbt in the same manner." In spite of all that could be done» 

* It afterward appeared that a meamge to the sane elfeet had beantnuisndtted 
tj Bradford. 
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itnggling oompaoies left the gnmnd, came iato the town, and weie ex- 
tremely iDsulting and troableaome. The tayeroB^ bj order of the commit* 
tee^ had been dowd, ha% the taTern-keepen weie obliged to distribate 
gntis.* Aooovding to the best estimates, the mimber which entered the 
town wu 4,600 — about a fonrth part had retained home ficom firaddock's 
Field — so that the whole number anembled there was about 7,000. It la 
probable, that all who marohed were provided wiUi arms and well acquaint* 
ed with their uee. Hero was without doubt a formidable army, whieli it 
would have been the extreme of folly in the two hundred and fifty militia 
of the town to attempt to resist. And yet the historian of Pittsburgh, 
Neville B. Craig, and his father, Major Craig, hang over them the impu- 
tation of cowardice and treason for not making the attempt ! The charge 
is not, indeed, made in direct terms, but the inference from their lan- 
fga&^e, as well as from their silence, is irresistible.! 

Great activity was used by well disposed peisons to preserve order. 
General Bradford left all to his officers, giving himself little trouble. He 
had retired to an arbor to oooi himself in the shade, and receive the hom- 
age of his flatterers, to whom he expatiated on his great achievement, the 
expulsion of the obnoxious ohaiaetero 1 It was an object of moment for 
the safety of the town, to have the multitude thrown across the river as 
speedily as possible. Xhen were but three or four boats that could be 
collected from the ferries, and it would take a long time to transport ao 
groat a number with these. But it was remembered that ihe horse, which 
was about a third of the number, could ford the river, and Mr. Bracken- 
ridge being acquainted with the ford, undertook to lead them across, which 
he did near the juuctiou of the rivers. Tho foot, in the mean time, at 
least the greater part, bad ci'ossed iu boats.} 

• •« Incidents," p. 66. BIr. Braeteridge says it cost him four barrels <tf whlskcj 
fbr his share. 

f Sec Bolas at the end cf this chapter. 

X There is aa eaeedote related by Oombe, la hie phreaologioal tour, that ieeifldlar 
te ^e fiovcgoiDgb elthcngh on a eBMUer scale. Befbre the late war between tlii 
eeoatiy and Eagland, a aieb had foiieoii board a Britieh veesel ia Ihe pertef FUlr* 
addphia, taken off the rudder, and were dragging it along the street with the in- 
tention of repairiug to the residence of the British consul and breaking his windows. 
A gentleman of address and some personal influence joined them, and nffected to 
aid in drnpcring tlie riuMcr, but tnking advantage of a pause to rest addressed them 
in the fcllowiug iiiiinner : " Fellow citizens, let us prove to those indolent British 
that we are not a rabble of disorderly persons, as they represent us, but a calm, 
reflecting people. Instead of insultiug them, let us give three cheers betore the 
consul's homiu, and lock u|) Lina rascailj- piece of British timber in one of tJie rooms 
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NotwithstaDding the greatest exertion, a hundred or two had remaiaed 
in town ; these were in concert with some of those who had crossed the 
river, and who were to burn some farm buildings belonging to Kirkpat- 
rick, on Coal Hill, opposite the town, which was to be the signal for those 
in town to set his house on fire. It was also said, that the house of the 
company where Day was clerk, was to be fired. Gibson's house, Neville's, 
filison'Sy and probably Maj<» Onig's, were to be burnt. The burning of 
tfrne woaid piob«bIy have caused the destruction of the whole toWB. 
A compuy, oomraanded by a Oapk Biddl«^ dieBsed in jellov kunting- 
iiirt% tvm flM in the midng pftsading the towiii ae haTing something 
in TieW) and i^peufed to be bent on misehief. Aboat nine o'elook at 
night thetknn was f^ea tiiat they weie abont to bom Sirkpatrioh'B 
kense. Bieekenridge bed just retomed from bringing o^er all the 
boats to the town iid% when the river was lighted up by the iiames inm 
the hill. He met C^neial Wilkins marohing in haste at the head <tf the 
IHttsbnrgh militia, for the purpc^e of defending the house, and thus 
addressed them : " This will not do-— it is contrary to the system we 
have hitherto pursued, and which has been successful. Heturn and lay 
down your arms. If a drop of blood is shed between the town and the 
country, it will never be forgiven. It will be known that there is a 
tumult in the town, between the inhabitants and the country people, and 
those that ha?e crossed the river, many of them will return and we shall 
fall a sacrifiee. If the houses are to be defended, it must be by the 
peo^^e the oonntiy themselves." 

In ftet, a vnmber of the oonntiy people irate in aims to delsnd the 
faonse. Col. Cook, James Manhall, and a bfother el Maj. WFnkm 
who had fiillen, had gone down. He had been ealled nponi on the prin- 
aple t&at having the greatest oanse of resentment against Kiikpatrick, 
if he shoold oppose the bnming, others oould not insist on it. General 
Wilkins and his militia advanced no further, and Mr. Braekenridge pro- 
ceeded to those who were endeavoring to burn the house, and appealed 
to them in a manner which those of the worst feeling among them 

of the State House, and then disperse." The suggestion was adopted and literally 
obeyed. At night the rudder was secretly conveyed back to the ship by order of 
the major. It would have been of no use to attempt direct opposition ; and yet 
Mr. Braekenridge was assailed for not making a direct and useless opposition to 
the march to Pittsburgh ! AVe are told by sage moralists that we are on no nccouut 
to countenance wrong, no matter what may be the intention, or what mischief it 
may preyent. If we eee a madman in punoit «f another with a drawn Bword, we 
amst not Bet him on a wrong direotilon, althoni^ to sare life» for this would bo a 
vMalioa of tenth I 
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oonid Doi resbt. He showed them that U would be impoHiUe to born 
the house of Kirkpatrick without, at the same time, burDiDg that of Col. 
O'Hara, which was oloM bj, both built of wood. That thay knew the 
Golunel was from home with Oenend Wajne, Hating the Isdiaiii; to de» 
■Hoj his piopeit J under saeh euPonmstMiofls^ would be an set for whiek 
they would never tnpwB themselTas. If the house mnst he dsstroyed, let it 
be pulled down, not burned. If it be pulled down, he would be the fifit to 
poll off a board. Bnt why give themaelTOS tlie tioable; the Fittsbugh 
people wonld poll it down and throw it into the river. U was perhaps 
mainly owing to the determined stand of Col. Cook, Marshall and M'Far> 
lane, that the house was saved. The offer to throw the house into the 
river, was another of those circumstances brought up afterward against 
Mr. Bracken ridge, entirely omitting the attending circumstances. There 
is no doubt that his interference had considerable effect at the crisis, and 
especially in arresting the onset of the Pittsburgh militia, whioh in all 
likelihood would have brought on a hostile conflict. 

Col. O'Hara was Qaarter>Ma8ter General. He was one of the earliest 
settlers in the West, and more identified with the growth and proopoitjy 
of Pittsburgh than any other individnaL He was a man of strong natual 
mind| of equal enterprise and bnsineBS talent. He left his desoendants 
the krgest estate in Pittsbuigh, arising ohielly from the inoiease in Talue 
in real estate aoquued at an early period. He was the iirrt to establish 
some of those manufiustures on whioh the wealth of Fittsbnigh rests st 
this day. Both houses spoken of stood near the bank of the Mononga- 
hela, and teparated from each other only by a paKng, and it was impossible 
to burn the one and at the game time prevent the flames from being com* 
municated to the other. They both stood fifty years after their escape from 
the danger of this threatened conflagration, and were only pulled down a 
few years ago, for the purpose of erecting other buildings. They were 
occupied by descendants of Kirkpatrick and O'Hara. 

The representations made to the gOTOmment by its agents being partial 
and incorrect, produced false impressions, and did injustioe, espe<»ally by 
omitting all explanatory circumstances, by which means facts may be 
made to teU greater fiilsehoods than fabehood itielf. The piaise was al- 
most uniTonally giiren to Mr. Biaekenridge, of haTing wmA the town 
by his aotivi^ and address, fie was, in fact, the life and soul of all the 
measnres whioh were put in praotioe, and without whioh it would have 
been doomed to destruotion. The writer of this, in his youth, has heard 
this repeated by the people of the town, a thousand and a thousand 
times and yet by some of his malignant enemies, Mr. Brackenridge was 
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held up aa the chief iosurgent, and at one moment narrowly escaped 
being sent to Philadelphia in irona, for his paina in aaving the town and 
the Weat from the horrors of civil war ! 

By the next day the formidable hoat had almost entirely disappeared, 
and the inhabitants onoe more breathed freely after thdr escape from the 
imminent peril whioh threatened, them.^ 



NOI£S TO GHAP£H Y. 



The author of the ♦* Incidents" placed ! 
in an appendix to his book, numerous 
afidaTita and atatamenta, either aa proof 
of fiMts, or in corroboration of hia own 
penonal narratiTo. The inoonTonienee 
of this plan ii, that the reader after 
nadhig the text will seldom be induced 
to pwniae the whole of the documents by 
themaelTea. The author of this history 
adopted a different mode of giving these , 
papers, in the way of notes to each chap- 
ter, in which mode they would bo more 
likely to secure attention. But instead of 
^fing the whole of each paper at eaoe^ 
be baa only eztraeted aneb porttona ai 
Tslate to the inatter of that chapter. To 
have pursoed a different oonrae* it woold 
bare led to awkward repetition, and as it 
iai aoBie repetition is unavoidable. He has 
made an exception in the cases of th^ 
statements of Messrs. James Ross, Judge 
Addison, John Iloge, and some others, 
which coTer the whole ground of the 
insurrection, ilo repeats, that there is do 



instance of a mere historical work bet- 
ter sustained by what approaches to 
jndieial avidence; for to historical truth, 
the narrow roles of evidence do not ti^r 
ply— rolea wblek were inTcnted, aa la aU 
leged, to esolnde falsehood, bat wbicb,. 
we say again, more f^quently exclude - 
the truth. Evidence has been defined to- 
be "that which makes clear" — which 
, produces conviction and belief, and this 
from its probability, vraisemblanco, aud 
the character of the witness. The evi- 
dence in the present case is not ex jparte^ 
bat fiven under Tery peculiar ciroum- 
atanoea. The enemiee of the author of/ 
the *'Ineldente»" endeaTorad to fix car- 
tein impntatiaBa on blm; be boldly obal- 
leuged then to appear at the bar of pnb* 
lie opinion, and there confront him. 
The proceeding was analogous to that of« 
a court of equity, where one party 
makes his statements, which others are. 
' called upon to answer or contradict, if 
I they can ; when no coniradiotion or d%- 



*Tbe following la preaerred by Mr. Braokenridge, partly as a literary cariosity,, 
and partly to show the oonAiaed ideas among the people^ of the ol^eot of the aa- 
semblage at Braddoob*B Field:. 

ADTOBTUSHSNT. 

N'oHi Ib hearby givin to tho publig that thare was a par of pMlmantlcs lost Ift.«t time I wont with tbA 
rerae from Braddicka ground to JPluburg betwon the nine mild ran aud the too mild ran, with pur- 
. vMilas la tima aad tuaihwitlwir la llMBk Bat I cm Ibr aotlag bat tlia — ^'W^ •my pwan tliat- 
hll tiad Umw will sand thorn to Elizabettown, or live tiiMa at lb. Wsdiiw tKfria PHbaif m ttat 
tb«> ont-T may get them shall hare rlMMbte otwrgM paid for fiwre traUa. 

ScrtsMBUR 2, 17M. 
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be desired, afforded to the other party, 
te eontest the allegations, and he or thej 
were challenged to contest them. But 
thej were sileot at the time, and it was not 
until sixty years after the publication of 
the book, that one of the descendants of 
the Neville conneotion/' Neville B. 
Craig, undertook to questioii the foets, 
on the BMinw teehnieel groniid, tint the 
itfttements were CSINVI0., ThisiSBeel)- 
Jeetion efeii in the highest jvdidsl tri- 
Imna]* % oonrt of eheaeeiy— but there is 
no soohrale npplieeble to Ustorioal evi- 
dence — the Terj idea is an absurditj, 
end only proves the ignorant and con- 
.tracted mind of him who suggested it. 
'The historian of Pittsburgh has nothing 
ito urge but vulgar and unmeaning epi- 
rthets, such as scoundrel, black-hearted 
end other insnifiMtstioas of mel- 
;iee^ which only reooilnpon himself; and 
^whieh esn hnye no eflbet on nen possess* 
. ing n propw sense of jnstios^ honor, at 
genttesunly manners, none of which pro- 
perties ire erineed bj the self styled his> 
totinn* 

Leiter of Major Craig to the Secretary at 
Weir. 

Craig, in his book, page 253, gives a 
letter Arom his fkthv to Clen. ffnoz, on 
the snl^Jeet of tihe Breddoek's Field 00- 
eurrenee, prslheed with l^remsrfc that, 
'^it was no donbt a fortunate eirenm- 
•tsaoe that Mi^or Butler commanded at 
that time." Why so? As it was not the 
intention of the rioters to attack the 
fort, what difference did it make whether 
Major Butler, or any other oflBcer, was 
in command? It is well it was not at- 
tacked — forty men in a wooden stockade, 
sgainst.five thousand riflemen 1 The let- 
ter is aaMlews— a sense of propriety and 
enUnaiy jndgmeni wodU hare foibidden I 
its iinhHiisllon_ hr the it lant - 1 



«<0n the ifst iaai. a nnaMroM bodj 
of armed men asssssbled at Braddeek'n 

Field, eootiaaed there tiU yester^» 

their number increasing, it is said, to 
four thousand five hundred, being joined 
by a number of (he inhabitants of Pitts- 
burgh, and commenced their march about 
nine o'clock, as it was confidently report- 
ed, with the design of attacking the fort. 
Bat some of the leaders being informed 
that OTery possible means had been taken 
for its defense^ thej pmdentlj oonehid- 
ed to poetpone the attaek, and sent a 
flag to inform tiie eommandant that they 
intended to march peaoeably by the fort 
into Pittsburgh, cross the Monongahela, 
and return home. Major Butler inti- 
mated to the flag bearer, that their peace- 
able intentions would be best manifested 
by passing the fort at a proper distance ; 
they therefore took another road into 
town." 

The foregoing contains serersl impor- 
tant errors. First, as to the simple foot 
to the Jdniag the insurgents by the Fitii- 

burghers, it was tnie — ^but anexpUned 
by giving the oiroamstanccs, and the quo 
animo, would be a falsehood ; for it con- 
veyed the idea that they were also insur- 
gents, and such must have been the idea 
conveyed to General Knox. If Major 
Craig possessed ordinary intelligence, he 
would have known better, as ke oertalnly 
did. He at least knew that Oen. Wilk- 
kinsy who commanded, was no insurgent. 
Was Jemee Eoss an insurgent? For he 
too was there. 

The second error is the statement that 
they desisted from the attack, on ac- 
count of hearing that Major Butler had 
prepared for defense, when in fact, they 
had already relinquished the idea for 
other reasons. As to the silly bragga- 
docio message ascribed to Msjor Butler, 
saeh a meesage might have besn eent \if 
a oerporal or a sergeanti but not by a 
brave ofiesVy and man of 8sne% **by 
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passing the fort at a respectable dis- 
tance." What was that fHfitance ? The 
public highway passed within fi/ly yards 
of the walls of the stockade, and they cer- 
tainly had a right to pass there without 
the leaTe of the commander. We have 
hart » Mmpto «f th.9 mwrnej tt tht 
wpw t i i itodMU Midi to tht gofni B MD t . 
II BMij 1m M^wl whm vm Norilli, 
MiKkpfMk, Md tin otte pmaoijlMd 
persons, during tiM march ? Major Craig 
Md lib fMuljr were in the finrlr and it is 
to be presumed that the others were there 
also. Their houses iu town were vacant, 
or only occupied by servants. If the 
eitizens had not yielded to the storm, 
under the advice and direction of the 
iuavgeBt Bnekffiridge, thoM hoiiMi 
vwdd ham bMB «h« flnl to be giTcn to 

Tha liiiittrian hm gifwi tu aiMlhcr 

paper, much worse than this, aad tt is a 
faUeitoaa instance of that strange obli- 
quity of mind which distinguishes him. 
His mental and moral vision seem to 
present things to him in a strange dis- 
torted manner, like objects seen by the 
natural eye in looking through a broken 

^8e fenanl ivas tk» eomUattd iailn- 
mo% 9i aetul diaaffeetion «poB om por- 
tkn of «teMiiuBiiiml7,Mid drMd of ihm 
idoloBOi of the turbulent oaiODg the 
others, that tlio writer has often heard 
Major Craig say, that out of the family 
connection of General Neville, and out 
of the employees of the governmeut, 
James Baird^ a blacksmith, and James 
Bobinson, the father of William Bobin- 
•oo, Jr. wero th« onlj peraoao ui Pitta- 
bwgh on wham tcUmoo ooald bo ploood 
nil ^foonotoBooo*" 

Boitdi tiio Wtftlmriftit oad 
MBioB» voM tiio only poiwno 
out of the xiMUe coniuetkm" tkot «o«ld 
bo nlied on tinder all circumstances I 
9m ooolofnntfliy, i|.wo«]d bo dataU 



to match this. I am nnwilUag to beliere 
that Major Craig would ever use such 
language, and rather anoribe it to the 
blundering stupidity of bis son. The 
two individuals namod were, no doubt, 
good oitisen^ and worthy men, although 
of bnmUo fuk; bat vbj oult thorn oi 
tho oipoaao of all tbo othot inbabitMitt 
of tho townT Iholr nomoo oro bo^ 
MBOBg tho oonmittoo of tvoBty-oiio» ood 
we must suppose that thoj were not in 
the ranks under the command of Qen. 
Wilkins ; but were they better citizens 
and more trustworthy than the two 
Wilkins, or than George Wallace, Mat- 
thew Ernest, Col. Irvine, and others? 
Was not the historian aware of this 
owo^ing doBoiMUtiMii oi tMttors, of 
tho wholo toWAT Woo bo aot awoiOb 
thot ft difforont Intorprototion ni^t pro* 
■out oBothor lde«, ^ thftt tho K OfiUo 
connection was held in littlo lO^oot Of 
coBsideratioai, by their toWBioB> wiMi 
the exception of the two persons named, 
and the government employees 7 But thio 
would not be just. They were neither 
held in odium by their fellow citizens, 
nor did they, or Graig» hold them in such 
low oitiwiitioBi Tho blnadir naot bf 
oMrlbirtod to V. B* Craig. 

JBxirMt/rom tk§ J)^p99Uiiim V ^<Mi9« 

«Tho dofOaOBt hfttb farther heard 

the oitixens generally speaking of him. 
If. H. Brackenridge, in the most favora- 
ble manner, /or Am acting and udinu If 
tavmg (Ae toiaii." 

gtaonl, tho doponoat oi» oof* 
that in tho aflhir of Braddoofc'o Jtm. 
Ifiw BKookoariilco aotod» a» ftr ao thli 
dopoaoat hao«a» vith good polieif to 
§ave A$ lowi $ aad on other oooasions, to 
get an amneity for the people, and save 
thom tmm a vor nith tho goiominoali 
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**The depeneut bas been at other 
meetings sinoe, in flu towii ef Fftta- 
burgh, tnd hmtd Mr. Bnekenridgo'B 
aeDtlm«Bta <m wrions oecwdonf , and 
obMTtad liis «mdiiot» and «aii lay, to the 
beat of bis knowledge, that with respect 
to the paople that ▼ere expelled from 
the town, and erery thing else that was 
done, he acted from no j^eltish motive of 
resentment or disposition to hurt any 
man, but from motives of policy to mod- 
erate matters and prevent mischief; and 
this deponent knowB this to be the gen- 
eral Bentimeiit of the people of Pitta- 
burgh, emf tlUy c^mUerlkemtihtu vMt- 
tdio hit pdUeif in a fireat dtgr«t for the 
ttffiU^ qf At lewfi, in the affair of Brad- 
dock's Field, where we were led to appre- 
hend plunder and destruction from the 
liirj of the people that had met there.'' 

JbmU fant ih$ AJUa»U 0/ WUUam 

*«We Vint next moniiiig to Brad^ 
doek*e field, with a great number of 
people from Pltkaborgh in eompany. 
Ithuk we oame there, I discoyered a 
great number of people much dissatis- 
fied, on account that Col. Neville and 
Gen. Gibson were not also expelled. I 
was chosen one of the committee -which 
did not meet until the next morning; 
when Mr. Bradford produced the letters 
that had been kept out of the mail, and 
read them before tlie eommittee himeelf. 
He appeared moeh diaeatiified that OoL 
Neville and Oen. Qibeon were not aent 
awij; for be eaid they were as obnox- 
ioita to the people as any of them that 
■were gone, and that they ongbt not to be 
Buffered it remain in the country ; for 
they were enemies of the people and 
must be sent off. It was motioned for 
them to be suffered to remain until the 
meeting that waa to be at Paikiiiaon'a 
f ttiy on the 14th of August, and fer 



them to eome forward to the meetfo^ 
and endeavor to ezoalpate themeelvea 
firom the' ohargea that were againat Oen, 

but it was overruled. Mr. Brackenridge 
spoke partioularlj against the expulsion 
of Gen. Gibson, by observing that he waa 
a man advanced in years, and that he 
always had conceived him to be a man 
who could do little harm, and therefore 
thought he might be suffered to remain, 
ae he waa hr fnt^ being a dangeroni 
man,^ in his opinion. Mr. Bfaekeuidge^ 
in my ephiion, aeemed to have a atrong 
deaure that the ezpidmon of both Qen. 
Qibion and OoL Neville should be at 
least postponed until the meeting abore 
alluded to, in order to give them an op- 
portunity to acquit themselves of the 
j charges that the people had advanced 
against them. It was all overruled, and 
I believe through the interposition of 
Mr. Bradford. 

**-Mr. Bindford then apoke eoneoning 
the expalaion of Mejor Craig; for he 
had ben informed that Mi^or Craig 
alumld hare laid, (immediately afler the 
burning of Gen. Neville's house,) that he 

would let the d d rascals see that 

the excise law should be enforced, for 
that ho would open an ofl&ce of inspec- 
tion in his own house. Mr. Bradford 
was requested to give his author, he re- 
plied tiiat he could not recollect, but that 
he heard it ueirtioned among the people. 
It waa then refeired to the gentlemen, the 
oommittee who repreiented the people of - 
Pittebofgh, Mr. WlUdas, Mr. M'Maaten 
and Mr, Braokenridge ; it appeared that 
neither of them could give any infuimi . 
tion on the subject, ft was then mo- 
tioned by Mr. Brackenridge, or seconded 
by him, that if Major Craig waa to be 
immediatly expelled, it would lead in all 
probability to defeat the measures of 
goTomment in their opoiatioDe againit 
tha Indiana, for Mi^ Craig having 
eharie «f the whole qnarter-aaatei^ 
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■loiw Hkn At ntlibiiKsh, then if he WM 
tben MBf ftmjt aad aobodj tkora to sup- 
ply hit pkoe^ it might U attendad with 

▼ery bad eonseqnenoes to the commvinity. 
Mr. Brackenridge said it would be much 
better to suspend the expulsion of 
Major Craig at this time, and wait for an 
opportunity of applying to the Presi- 
dent of the United States to haye him 
remoTed from office, and some other per* 
Mm appointed In his pWoe. No objootioii 
was made to that proposltioa by any 
member of tiie oommitteot and after 
•ometrilUag- business more theoommit- 
teefose.** . 

JBkiract from the DepotUwn of MaUhew 
, Ernest. 

*' The deponent was present when the 
oommittee of twenty-one drew up cer- 
tain resoWes to be sent to the people at 
Bnddoek's Fidd ; it was perfeollj under- 
stood that these resolves were not seri- 
oua, but for the moment* and the using 
tha espnmdon * eonmion oause,* in one 
of the resolves, produced a general 
laugh. In general, this deponent can 
say that the whole business of Brad- 
dock's Field, as far as respects the town 
of Pittsburgh, was a mask, and the ex- 
pelling certain persons, was for their own 
Bakes, as well as for the safety of the 
town. This depouMit was present at the 
meeting of the oommittee of twenty-one, 
who were oalled upon to famish Qen. Qib- 
■OB and Col. Neville with passports and 
a guard when they left the town of 
Pittsburgh. That double passports were 
made out for them, dictated by Mr. 
Brackenridge — a priyate and a public 
one; a public one for the sake of the 
cosrntry, through which they had to pai^s, 
and a private one for the people else, 
where, to show the real cause of their 
going away. In all this the deponent 
eould discover nothing but good will, and 
a disposition to save those gsntlemen." 



SMM 9f information, hmd ntOti 
9om Hm at FUttbungk, 

** Having been forced by some circum* 
stances to remain in Pittsburgh during 
the time of the disturbances which have 
lately agitated that country, I was pres- 
ent at a town meeting which was con- 
vocated upon tho news of a large party 
of country people assembled at a place 
oalled Braddoekf s Vlsld, whose intenttoi 
was to oome to town the next day to lay 
their hands on sevetsl people ^ Pitts- 
burgh, and destroy the plaee if th^ 
should meet with any resistance ; and I* 
heard the discourse held by Mr. Braefc* 
enridge on that instance, in which he con- 
trived to persuade the interested to quit 
the town in the shortest time, to save 
themselves and the people from the dan- 
ger which was presented to them ; 8knd 
he advised the citizens to join the othOT 
part of the people at the rsndesvous, 
that th^ might be Indueed to believe 
them to be in their party; bntpartten- 
lariy expressing, that far from wishing 
them to nndertalBO any tiling against tlie 
government, these measures were only 
tending to furnish time to concert with 
the government for means to recall the 
tranquility. I was the more struck by 
this insinuation, that, (from the little 
time I bad been in the eonntry, and Oe 
imperfeet knowledge I bad of that basl- 
ness,) I was supposing there existed 
a coalition, whose sod was to obtain the 
redress of grievanoes, wliich I did hear 
every day to be complslned of in that 
country against the government. I 
thought I discovered a defect of good 
faith in Mr. Brackenridge, in this re- 
spect, and that he was rather inclined to 
support the government than to assist 
the people ; but the rest of ilie bwrfnsM 
having soon demonstrated that the pee* 
pie in that eountry were acting without 
any sense in their undertakings I per- 



Digitized by Google 



122 



MiTed that he was noting not ftJlRinst the 
people, but against the me&snrcs they 
did employ; and I have often heard the 
inhabitants of Pittsburgh acknowledge 
that his skillful polio/ had saved the place 
from the greatest danger. I hate given 
the foregoing statements of opiiions and 

kOllOff'* 

Obobob BMW. . 
tmxuamamuLf Mth Aag. 17M." 

Although somewhat out of the order | 
of the inoidents of the Insurrection, it 
*kM bMB thMgbi wnvialtBt to iiiMiiiB 
' tUi pltM tht itotaMito «f Q«D. Wil- 
Um, tad tiMk Of Mr. Htfuy Parfiaaoe. 

PiTTSBiTBOH, Tth April, 1795. 

"Sir — Tou desire me to detail the 
eircumstanoes which led to the ezpulsion 
of the citizens of Pittsburgh by the 
oommitteo of battalions on Braddook's 
I'ield. As far as it ceone within my 
knowledge, I shall do it with pleasure. 
9Mid Bndfind, who m— id to hnto aU 
Hm poww sad to ozinito It in * Toiy 
IfiMwioia HMinor, op«iod tlio MnoM 
1^ TClaling tlio pNMdinc ooadnot of fko 
pMf^ ^ niMnt tho mofl, ond nod 
and commented on the more obnoxious 
letters. He charged the writers with 
having misstated the facts, and to have 
misrepresented his conduct and the con- 
duct of the people to government. He 
was warmly supported by many present, 
who Woro iolliQg out for liberty wliiiat 
tiiqr w«o ilolontly dUpoMd to ozoroise 
iprtnt ViwmrAfiiiiit thooo who thought 
diffvont fnm. ihtoMdfoi. 

<'Thowrittnor tholottiffi hod moot 
of than Bontioiiod Mr. Bradford's noao 
in an unfavorable manner, which was the 
cause of his immediate resentment; and 
their banisbmont was the consequence. 
Tho popular fury was inro to bo diroetod 



against any man who offended him dur- 
injj his reipi. A motion wfti made to 
expel Colonel Neville and General Gibson, 
whoee letters had been interrupted in the 
mail, against whom Bradford had pre- 
viously declaimed with great vehemenoo. 
It WiO flMmght by many people present, 
fHoodlj to thoio two gfndoBon> tho* 
ttogrvlijjhtho wtod tho qooottow of 
thilr boMaoBt hotog poolpoaod ntil 
the meeting which WOO to ho flOOB altor 
at Paridnoon'a Ferry, 
i " To aooomplish this object, a motion 
was made to refer the case of General 
Gibson to that place. This motion was 
supported by you ; but opposed and 
OTorruled by Bradford and others. 
Dovid BrodUnd toorod ln*odditioa to 
thooo two^ that M^ Cioig ihonid ho 
expoUody njlag it woo ropovtod thot ho 
hod oitood hio homo for on oftoo of 
inspection, should another not be food. 
Bradford called on the Pittsburgh ni«ai> 
bers to know if this was true. You an- 
swered it was not true ; and stated some 
circumstances tending to show tho false- 
hood of the report. But notwithstand- 
ing, Bradford and others pressed for his 
taalihaioBt, whleh to ordor to ohvioti^ 
Ton nontioBod thot It would bo is injuiy 
to thooipodlttoa thoB oonytog OS ogoinot 
tho Indiono, 00 ho hod ohotgo of the 
stOfOO tor tho 000 of tho troops ; and 
proposed that the committee should odp 
dress the Secretary at War to remove 
him, which 1 considered as managomoBt 
on your part to save Major Craig. 

"It was determined that the peopio 
should march to Pittsburgh. Every 
potoOB belonging to tho town woo WBdar 
gmt outotj fK thoir flMoilito oad prop- 
orlj. Tho town hod oroiy thtog toiiMr 
from o vtolont mob of ormod bmo, lod by 
o few inoonsiderate foolf. Frorious to 
the rising of the committee, some of the 
most violent exclaimed, that Major Kirk- 
potriok, and Mr. Brison, ond Mr. Doj« 
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Ml •mf^i m it tttj 11 
W&s onlj for • day or two, and that tfaty 
would retum. The Pittsbargh members 
alarmed lest the snspicions might Indace 
Qie mob, when they came to town, to 
•earch for these gentlemen, not knowing 
What the consequence of such a search 
might be, pledged themselres that they 
w«ri goDO tad wonld not rotom. 

^'I MVir hmttd ymk ocproM a wiali ftr 
Hhb banlrtinam of tmj iadlTidiiaL I 
httft oflon hoard yva aay Hial Iht paa- 
fim had osaontSallj aomd thoaa tiial had 
baon banished; thai goTarftinoal tinoald 
oon^ider than as aartgrf^ aad nward 
ibem. 

**I remember it was arranged previous 
to the election of delegates for the meet- 
ing at Parkinson's Ferry, to chose those 
thai Wifa «mI friendly to goyernmenl. 
Ton maotioiMd to m» lhal joa moiBl to 
propoaa at Ihe naatiBg, lha aaading eom* 
to «ho Biaoativi^ to aonrolk 
to compose the distarbaaooa. 
You expressed a wish of being one of 
the eommissioners yourself. You showed 
me an address you had drawn up, to bo 
proposed at the meeting, to be sent to 
ihe President of the United States. 
Ton often declared to me that if the vio- 
1— a o oontfiiMd, yon were determined to 
Umy ihi emmlj and go to Philadalphia. 
I had daily opfortaailias of obMrviag 
jmt aoadnat* and aoaTaning with yoa, 
and nerer had a doaht bai that yau ware 
iBftaaaeed by the purest motives, and 
was anxious for lha reatoiatioa of order 
and the laws. 

I am Bir» &o. Johm WiLKiaa." 

JSEmrjf Punkmee to Hugh Jff, Bnukm' 

** Li aoswir to oortatn qaeriei propoaad 
to ne by Hagh H- Braokearidge, Eaq. 

* Mr. Purviaoce, Teceiring his ^>pointment aft«r 

the laaurrecUon, was at the time of writing this 
communicatloa, IXistrict Attornoy for the couatj of 



I mm MVtiiy, aad ma U 
thia linie, eeald depoea aa feltowi \ 

<*I reeidad alWaAiagton dariag tha 
disturbaaaea whioh Utoly took plaoe ia 
the four weatora ooanties of Paaaaylfa^ 
nia, but was occasionally at some of the 
public meetings which were held in dif- 
ferent parts of the same, in oonsequenoe 
of those disturbances. I hare had fr©- 
queat opportunities of observing the 
aondaal of dioee who were most coa- 
•pieaaaa la asoitfaig tho ooiamotioB, bat 
Mf er had tto leaal raaaoa to aospael 
him of aay pfivl^ or aoaoert with Ihoea 
leaders. On tiio OOBtvafy, from tho' 
period of my first oontOfBattOB with hin 
on the subject, whioh was on the etening 
that the intercepted mail was carried 
from Washington to Pittsburgh, through- 
out the whole of the transaction, he ex- 
pressed uniformly to me sentiments in 
opposition to the ttoleooe and outrages 
whioh wwo taking plaoa. My ooauaaal- 
eattoaa with him wita froqaoai^ aad I 
am pefiaadad with the most porfeot oon- 
fideaoo and einoarlly on his part. Bona 
were made in company with JoBioa Bow, 
Esq. and others without the presence of 
any third person ; but in either situation, 
was that of a strong disapprobation of 
the madnesf and folly which had token 
place. 

** On lha morning Uiat the intoroepted 
aaU waa teoaght to Waahington, i^ 
modtetoljOB haailag of it I wont to Mr* 
Bradlbrd'a Jmhuo^ aad la a tow wordi 
reqaooled Urn to oKplaia to mo tho meaa* 
lag of what I had heaid. Hla npiy to 
we was, ' We have discovered that there 
are traitors and aristocrats, (this, I think, 
was the language, for it made a strong 
impression on me,) who are forming 
schemes to trample on the liberties of 
the people;' and otlier oonversatiom to 
that aObol iouaatoilal to bo retotod. I 
admd him wlio thof woto^ aad what liad 
boM diMOfwadf Ha aiiiwoiad, lhat 
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therj^ wa«? n certain Mr. Day, and a cer- 
tain Mr. Brison, also a certain General 
Gibson, who did not stand xery frtir, and 
that Presley Neville liad not behaved 
Tery well. I may err as to tilt preeiM 
wordt, bat sm pretty oertftlii m to the 
m1wtftiioo,aad to thopexeoM aboTomen- 
tioaed. The letters were not ahown (e 
ae by Ur. Bradford, nor did he proceed 
to detidl to me irhat the partioalan of 
the discoTery was. Tlie letters were 
read the same day at a town mectiug in 
Washington, and also the next day, and 
the writers of them dcnoun(:e<i as aris- 
tocrats, and deserving puuishmeut. 

** When I went in oompany with thoie 
who otnied the nail from WMhingtoa 
to nttsborgh, whieh wae the daj profi* 
ow to the MieMhlage of the people at 
Biaddoc&'B Field, I certainly apprehend- 
ed great danger of miaohief to the town, 
and also to the persons whose letters had 
occasioned the summoning of the people 
to Braddock's Field. My opinion was, 
that the best mode of averting this dan- 
ger, was for those people themselves to 
retire. General GiblOA and CoL Neville 
eta perhaps naeadier my oommwnio* 
ting to them my eentlments to this elfeet. 
Though I felt all ita haarahneee with re- 
ipect to the individiiala themselTeB, who 
were thus obliged to relinqnieh their 
families and country, I oompared it 
with what appeared to me the very 
probably dangerous consequences, which 
were to result to the pernons, and proper- 
ty of those peieuns, aud of the inhabi- i 
tanta of Pittsburgh, for their omitting to 
do so. 

*( I was present at the ooaferenoe be- 
tween the gentlemen who tooh the inter- 
eepted mail to Pittsbargh, and the dele- 
gates from the town meeting at that 
place then sitting. As well as I can 
recollect, Col. Neville was there, if not 
all the timij, certainly a part of it, and 
while the buuuneae on whioh the former 



had come was explained, which was done 
in a few words, and the letters which 
have been mentioned were shown. 

" The gentlemen from Washington, at 
this oonflurenoooertaiBly oaiitted to mc^ 
tioa the names of Gee. Qibsoa and CoL 
NoviUe^ as persons obnoadoas ea aoeoaal 
of their letton, as beiag ia peiaoaal 
danger ; or that their remoTal wae neces- 
saiy for the safety of the town. My 
reason for rememberinp; this, ia that I 
was astonished at the omission, and felt 
the greatest apprehensions for these two 
gentlemen, and considered them as in 
danger, if they should be kept ignorant 
of their real sitoation. I also was slam- 
ed for the safety of the towa, if the 
aieasnres reoomaieaded by the geatleoMB 
who earried the mail, sad by myself else, 
viz. ' that thoee whose letters had rea* 
dered them obnoxious should retire,' waS 
not adopted as to the whole of them. 

I refrained with some difficulty from 
mentioning it to Col. Neville, and was 
persuaded that a very dangerous delicacy 
toward him on account of his presence, 
and no other cause, had prevented the 
moitiloo of his name. I abo felt myself 
ia a sitnatioB too delieate to iaterfbre 
thas Ihr ia the basiness ; as I had oaly 
gone to Pittsbnrgh aeoidentaUy, in com. 
pany with those who had the custody of 
the mail, and was not considered as one 
to whom the business was in any degree 
committed. My uneasiness, however, 
increased so much during the evening, 
that I determined to interfere for what 
I conceived to be the safety of the town, 
as weU as ai Qea. Qibsoa aad Col. Nor- 
ille. I sailed apoa Ifr. Braokearidge^ 
at aear 12 o'doek that same aight ; teid 
him of the omission, and my opinion of 
its consequences. He immediately pr<H 
oeeded to call together as many of the 
members of the town committee as could 
be found. This was done. They met at 
his hoose perhaps in an hour and a half, 
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tfliA I ttw comwrnitaftlid to fhon wliat 
I hm than itatad to Im? • litHi omitted, 
and I tUnk that I alfo »««loDed If^or 

Craig, as one in almilftr eixeomst&nees 
with the other two gentleoMBi uid told 
them my opinion of the conaeqnences. 
It is my belief that it was solely in con- 
sequence of my interfering in this man- 
ner, that those gentlemen first came to 
know that they were considered as in 
danger, tad tlist General Gibwm tad 
OoL Ne?Q]« were infomiid of fheir 
being oouidered at obnozunie. W]»t 
took plaee at Bnddook'e Held the next 
dax in the committee, oonfirmed my 
opinion of the night before with reepeet 
to them. 

**I certainly did not observe in Mr. 
Brackenridge at any time daring the 
business, the least symptoms of ill will 
or malignant disposition toward those 
two gentlemen last mentioned. I remem- 
ber ihortlj after the abore traaeaotion, 
something like the fbllowing to have 
token place between Ut, Brackenridge 
and nkjeelf : I mentioned to him, (in 
oonieqnenoe of n^ haring frequently 
heard that he was on bad terms, if not 
with Col. Neyille, with some of the con- 
nections of the family,) that it was prob- 
able the banishment of Col. Neville, and 
perhaps I might have mentioned the 
bnmiog of General Neville's property, 
wonld by some be attributed to his means. 
He replied that he eappoeed it might be 
80, but that it wonld be a great mieteke $ 
Ibr if he had meant to aerre them, he 
oonbl not do it more ^eotnally than by 
such oondnet; that it would make their 
fortunes, as the government would cer- 
tainly pay them well for all lose or in- 
jury. 

My opinion of his conduct in public 
at the Red Stone meeting, where the 
terms of accommodation proposed by the 
eommiasionera were diaenaaed, waa that 
it waa icilaaneed by the ainoereat deaive 
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to proevre the aoeearion of that com- 
mittee to the terma propoaed, and hie 
speech on that oeceaion contained the 
moat unequiTOoal declarationB of bia 
aeoae of the proj^ialy and neceiailj ^ 
accepting them. 

" In private I do not recollect to have 
had any communication with him at that 
time, or to have made emy remarks upon 
his conduct or conversation out of the 
committee. 

« At Bimddockra FleU^ aa at Bedatonoi 
I had little commnnieatloa with Hr. 
Brackenxidge. He waa engaged aa a 
member of the committee, and of course 
prinelpallj taken up with those who 
were most immediately concerned in the 
transactions of the day. I rode in com- 
pany with him from Pittsburgh to Brad 
dock's Field on the day that the inhabi- 
tants of the town went to meet the peo- 
ple there assembled, and had some con« 
▼eraation with him on the road, relative 
to the bnsineas, in wldoh oonTcraation 
hia mind appeared to me atrangly iaiu 
preaaed with the alarming aitnation of 
this country, and his sentiments and in- 
tentions to be such as I wished to find 
them. My opinion of his conduct on 
that day, formed partly from my subse- 
quent conversation with himself on the 
various transactions of it, and partly 
from conversation vrith James Ross, 
Esq. and othera there present, respect- 
ing the mm9f ia that it had for ito otjeot 
the averting danger firom the town of 
Httabnri^ 

My opinion of the whole of his con- 
duct throughout the insurrection in 
this country, I shall give without re- 
serve : It appeared to me to have two 
objects — to arrest the progress of the 
present violence, and to procure an 
amnesty for that already committed, and 
thus prevent the flame from spreading 
beyond that country in which it origina- 
ted* Thongh in some Inatoacea dniing 
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the transaoilom, mj opinioa difftrtd 
Arom his with r«spe«t to the monpares 
Adopted for the acoomplishment of par- 
ticular points, I never entertained any 
doubt of the propriety of tb« prinoiple 
which actuated him. 

<*W]iAt«Ttr maj be the solidity or 
}«ttnMS HUM, m MJ other oplaion, 



I biiYe here given of Mr. Brackenridg^Pf 

condaot and principles, in the disturban- 
ces of the western country, I can with 
safety vouch for the sincerity with which 
it is given ; and he is at liberty to make 
any use, either public or private, of 
these sentiments in reply to his queries. 
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Aim mr tioumob msMtmvn tbm AssmBLAcn Af idtA»vooz*i tiBtv — son tat 
mum — niKMAfM TO »Attxaaoji'« yflunr. 

PiNDLEY expresses the opinion, that the assemblage at Braddock's Field, 
and the 'preaenoe of so manj peraons of standing and reputatioB, appa* 
rently giving it oounteiianoey was attended with very bad consequenoaB. 
Hub is probably tme ; it was an evil, and if those who oontrived it were 
mwm of the effects which might ha?e followed^ they deserved the most 
exemplary poDiahment. It waa an aflair of a most reeklesB chaiaeter. Bal 
with reapeet to those who attended it, from the laadaUe motiTO of pro- 
▼ttnttDg or leswiiiiig the enls likely to attend the lawlen gathoring^ a 
more philoaophiosl historian woold draw a wide distinotion. Findley 
himself waa not there, and tihe remark may he regarded as an ezovae tat 
his afasenoey when, aeoording to the celebrated law of Solon, it is the daty of 
Overy citizen to take part. Perhaps he was governed by abstract consid- 
erations of moral propriety. Such considerations are often pernicious in 
real life, where mixed questions of right and of expediency so often occurj 
and the course to be pursued must be determined by the inquiry, wheth- 
er the evils attending the unyielding perseverance in what may be abso- 
lutely right in the abstract, are not vastly greater than those arising from 
a compromise with oiccomatances. JBindley ennmerates the bad effects, yet 
admits that it was necessary to temporise on the occasion. No one could 
pretend that it was in itself a good thingi hat only a choioa of evils, and 
it is eyery day's ezperienoe^ that we are compelled at times to make that 
choice. Your uncompromising man are oh^dren or Ingots in the affiurs 
of the world.* Let any one imagine the effect of burning the town^ and 
of the hlood which would have heea shed in its defense I If so mndi 
madness and desperatbn were occaaioned hy the destmodon of NoTille's 
liouse, how mnch greater fnry would hare followed the destruction of the 
town, not to speak of the misery and distress of the population, and the 
loss of many lives ! 

• A learned Judge, Addison, on the trial of Norris Morrison, and others, 1795, 
said: "When there was real danger, all the town went to Braddock's Field"— 
regarding this case as one of necessity for self-preservation.— Addison's Reports, 
p. 276. 
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Although the popular n^e was thus deprived of the aliment reqatsita 
to feed its fury, yet its manifestaiioiis wm safficiently deplorable. Some- 
thing of the jPieoeh revolutionary epidemio had eeiied on a portion of 
the people, but this was entirely independent of any inflnenoe of the so* 
oiety of Mingo Oveek| or thai in the town of JWaihington.* They were 
both very cironmieribed and limited in their inflnenoe ; and ihelatter had no 
ooneem or part in the inraneotioa. The imputations of this kind are 
Bupported by no eridenoe whatever. Ai to the former, although it had 
^ no direct bearing on the distnrbaoces, yet the tendency of the principles 
^ of the Mingo Creek Society no doaht had the effect to lessen the respect 
for law and government iu its immediate neighborhood. The hot-bed of the 
. insurrectionary violence was in the vicinity of the residence of the Inspector, 
' and of the offices in the survey, and in a great measure accompanied with 
. persoual hostility to the officers. Parts of Westmoreland, Allegheny and 
Payette counties, were comparatively peaceful. The opposition to the ex- 
cise law was not everywhere equally violent, but U was everywhere preva- 
lent. No one dared to defend it openly, and none ventured to condemn 
the excesses which had been committed. One of the first evidences of 
exmtement was the erection of what was called liberty poles," with flags 
and emblasonings. This was generally praetioed in the revolutionaij 
war, and was regarded as an indieation popular rising on some oommon 
cause. Whether derived from the ancient Bmidieal custom of erecting 
May poles/' or from some Qerman or Swiss custom, it is impossible to 
say. They were then regarded as ominous indications of popular move- 
ment pointing toward insurrection, treason, or rebellion, while they point- 
ed toward the heavens ! At the present day, they are among the harmless 
means of giving vent to party diflferences, and it is to be hoped will ever 
be regarded as only peaceful emblems of that salutary diversity in opinion 
which is the life of our free institutions. 

A few days only had elapsed after the affair of Braddock's Field, when 
a party proceeded to the residence of Wells, the collector for Fayette and 
Westmoreland counties, burned his house, in spite of the remonstrance 
of the more prudent of them, and compelled him to resign his commis- 
sion ; at the same time requiring him to take an oath not to hold the 
office in future. The party which committed this outrage appeared to be 

*The Democratic Society of Wuhington waa institiited in April, 1794. Hildreth 

says Mr. Brack cnridge was a member. This is an error; be never was a member 
of any such societies. When the word error is naed here, perhaps a much more 
emphatic word would be more appropriate. The Mingo Creek Society was xnstita- 
ted some time before. See the note at the end of this chapter. 
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of a mnoli more savage and revolutionary character than that which per. 
petrated the destruction of the boose of Neville j few or none of the better 
olaw joiniog with the iq^tion of rMtndning or modenting their violenoe, 
being IbAiAd of bMng present at the oommiflBion of aeti now oondemned 
bj the moral sense of the eommnnitj. Tbieatening letten were sent into 
the sonthern and oentral part of Westmoreland eoantyi and a oomparatively 
small part^, some of them ftom Bedford, went against Webster, the col- 
lector of Bedford oonnty. He made no resistaaoei bnt brought oat his 
papers, tore them up and trod upon them. Some were disposed to tar and . 
feather liiin, and others attempted to burn his stacks of grain ; but by the 
interference of the more moderate, he was, after some indignity, finally 
suflfered to go free. It is alleged that in his case there were circumstances 
besides his connection with the excise, which had exasperated the people. 
That he had abused his official station, and used it as the means of op- 
presfiioD, having seized without the authority of law the whiskey of poor 
men on the road, while on their way aoross the mountains to purohase their 
small supply of salt and iron.'*' The general impression seemed to bOj 
that the execution of the excise laws was now suspended by the immediate 
aet of the people ; and yet^ in other rsepeetS| there was no disiegard of 
the authority of magistrates, although a general feeling of inseourity prs- 
vailed. Mr. Brsokenridge says: Liberty poles, with inseriptions and 
dericss were rused everywhere; sueh as 'an equal tax, and no ezoise/ 
'united we stand, divided we £iU;' with a sni^e dinded for a devioe* 
I met no man that seemed to have an idea that we were to separate from 
the government, or to overthrow it, but simply to oppose the excise law; 
and yet the people acted and spoke as if they were in a state of revolution ! 
They threatened life and property familiarly. Addison, the Judge of the 
district, was then absent in Philadelphia, and a report having been spread 
that he had encouraged the Marshal to serve process, they threatened to 
prevent his return.'* The alarm was general, and there can be no doubt 
that all restraint of law would have been thrown oS, but for the contem* 
plated assemblage of an authority emanating directly from themselves, 
and which kept in oheok the prevailing tendency to anarchy. 

About this time^ the term of "Tom the Tinker," came into very gen- 
eral use. Pasquinades were put up on trees in the highways, or in other 
eonspienoua places, over the signature of " Tom the Tinker,'' threatening 
individualsy or admonishing them on the subjeet of the excise law. These 
letters threatening to bum booses and bsinsy {nrodueed great alarm among 
the peaoefnlly disposed, over the whole oouhtry. In the march tnm 

* Findley, p. 107. 
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]lndMe«Md,ibtaaeltimivM^ ''Homte'TmikaTi^ It 
WM Bot now, are jon whig or tory, bvi art jon a Twi Um Tinker*! maa ? 

fiyery one was willing to be thought bo ; and somp had afterward trouble . 

to wipe off the imputatioQ to the contrarj. Advertisements sometimes 
appeared a?erring the falsehood of the oharge of favoring the odious excLie 
law.* 

Although the danger which threatened the town of Pittsburgh seemed 
for the present, at least, to be pa.st, yet the inhabitants were far from think- 
ing themselves safe. Thej knew the temper of the country people, espe- 
•iaily toward the piosoribed persons, and that tb«j ttiglit ai any moment 
be ezeited to return in sufficient numbeis to bam the town, and as likdj 
at night as in the day time. The garrison shared in the eommon appit* 
benaion. The eomnaader labored to impfore its defiuiMa, aad laid is tW9 
aMmtba proviaioiiB io eaiM of riege. Tbe danger of tbo town anwe ftom 
tho Mippoaed mnt of food fidtb on ite part in the bMMmonl of tbe pf»t 
■eribed; it ms beliftved by nnny to bo onlj a sbun, nnd tbnt tbe mal in* 
tontloQ naa to proteet Ibem tfom barm until tboy oonld readier with 
lafety-t Tbk was no doabi tbo trotb» bit their own aafi^y nude it % 
serious msiUer to ooooeal it. To tbe ebnozioas persons, it was an net of 
injustice and injury, especially to those who had families to protect, and 
business to transact. But then if the measure had not been adopted, the 
necessity of which was at first clearly seen by the objects of it themselves, 
they would have fallen the victims — their property first doomed to de- 
struction, aud if unable to effect their escape, their lives would have paid 
the forfeit. It was principally on their account that danger still hung 

. * The following is a specimea of this writing of Tom the TiDker 

♦'la taking a survey of the troops under my command, in the late expedition 
against that ioBolent exciseman, John Neville, I fiaU there were a great many dclin- 
queuts now amongst those who carry on distilliDg. It will therefore be observed, 
that 'Tom the Tinker' will not suffer any certain class, or set of men, to be ex- 
cluded the service of this my district, when notified to attend on any expedition in 
eider ie ebelmet tbe eonoatioB of tbe biw, wmi. obtain a repeal tiiereof. 

**Aad, I de deelare upon my aolenn word, Ikat if snek deUnqaeala do not ee«M 
forth en theneslalena, in ofnlpaBeBta, end five IMv aasietanee ae^in them Uea, in 
opposing the eseootien, and ebtaiaing a repeal ef the eioise lawi^ ]ie» or tiie7» wiU 
be deemed as enemies, and standing opposed to the Tirtooos prineiplee of repni^* 
can liberty, and shaU receive punishment according to the natvre of the offense^ 
and that at least oonsomption of his distillery/* 

Notices like this were sometimes addressed to particnlar perSOBB^ acocnipanied 
with threats of buruing tkeir hoosee, barns, or bodily harm. 

f The inhabitants were not too confident that tfcete WHO aet iClM among thMH 
selves too ready to join the " Wluai^y BcuT**" 
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e?er the town; it was tberefore a oboiee of erik in wbioh tbere WM no 
voMn to boiitato; Mr. Brtekenvidgei in bis nsnal van of wit, illnftratas 
tbo predioamenft of ibo pviMoribed, by n fiiMo of Filpnyy wliothor originnl 
with biBMlf, or takon^ ae bo aaiertSy h6m an Saatom ooUoetion oalM tho 
Nogariala»i ii ia not matorial. 

** Two tnToloia painng bj a pool on.tbo mde of iho road, ono of ibttn 
mining a foot, fell in. The aurfooo of tbo pool was aono IM bonoalh 
tbo leyel of the bank, and of itself deep ; laying bold of tbe bank, be 
struggled to get np, but it was steep and be could not. His eorapanioii 
eztcDding himself on his breast, and rccliniDg oTer the bank of the pool) 
and reaching down his hands, got bold of tbe hair of the other, and 
with some difficulty extricated him from the pool. But in dragging 
him against the bank, by some means an eye was injured, so as to lose 
tbe sight thereof. Tbe reseued man conoeiTed himself antitled to dam- 
ages against bis companion, wbo bad thos without bis request dmggsd 
bim out. He claimed tho sam of ten thousand dinars. Tbe cause caoM 
before tbe cadi, who was pvaslod, and took tho opinion of a fiunoos hnr* 
jer, Ala Joseph. 

'^Tho daMm useonmiondod bj Ak Josoph was, Uiat tho injnred nan 
shonld hsTO hia lalsotion of two things ; ather to go book to the pooly 
from whioh ho had boon vesoned, and tako his ohanoo of getting ont^ 
or bo satisiod with the aot of his eompahion, and tho oonsequenee of it* 
tfott though no applioation fbr ossurtanoa had boon mado, and hia con* 
lent to be dragged out formally obtained."* 

Two days after the alarming march of the Whiskey Boys from jirad- 
dock's Field, it was rumored that Kirkpatrick bad been seen in town. Tbe 
rumor was traced to one of the inhabitants, on which tbe committee was 
called upon to inquire of that person, and to admonish him iu case he had 
circulated a false report. As the committee was assembling, Major Craig 
and Col. Neville were met coming from tbe garrison, and on being miw- 
legated, acknowledged that Kirkpatrick was then in tbe gaaisooi having 
Mturned to town. The fact caused indignation in tbe committee ; thl^ 
considered tfaemsslfos ill nsod, after tbe exertions thoj had made to savo 
Kirkpalrieki and tho dangon to whioh they had boon ozposod on his ao> 
soont and that of hia oonnootionsy and raKdTod that Cndg and NotUIo 
thonld bo seiiad in his stood. Tho former retnmod to the ganiaon tho 

* It has been seen that great complaints were made against the towns people, by 
tbe proscribed, for their oivil treatment of tbe proscribed, in their saTing their 
Utos and property. 
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latter ciiiM Mine the «oiiiiiiittoe, Imt in oontemptiuNui maaaar amokuig 

his cigar ; bat seeing they were in eamaal, be ezpreased bimaelf with difl« 

cretion, and stated that Kirkpatrick had returned for want of an escort, 
having been dogged by a party from whom his life was in danger. Tlie 
committee undertook to furnish the escort, which was done; and he es- 
caped by a circuitous way, until he reached the mountains, where betook 
the direct road to Philadelphia. 

While this affair was before the committee, but before it was generally 
known, the people of the town bearing of the return of Kirkpatrick, talk- 
ed of seizing, and some were of waylajing and abooting him. On being 
infonned of ibia, tbe eommittee called a town meeting, in the evening, in 
order to impress npon the people the impropriety ot entertaining anoh 
ideas. Kr. Braokenridge waa zeqneated to addxeas them, whieh he did 
ai oonaiderable length, denonnelng in strong terms the porpoeed intention 
in the oaae of Eirkpetriok, and enlarging upon the ihlse impresabn among 
many penons that all law was at an end. It is only tbe exelse law," 
• said John Wilkins, the elder (who was moob of a hnmoiist)| that is re- 
pealed by the people." 

Edward Day had gone down the river j Brisun was concealed a few 
days at the house of Robert Galbraith, Esq. the prosecuting attorney, 
who resided a few miles out of town. The country getting wind of it, col- 
lected in a mob, and suiTounded the house at night, and insisted on search- 
ing, but in the meantime he had left the place. Gibson and Neville, at 
tbe instance of the Pittsburgh committee at Braddock's Field, had been 
allowed ten daja to prepare for their departure, with passports for their 
seenrity. This comedy of banishment resembled the baning ottt of the 
sehool master during the holidaya; the banished were sare to retom with 
the force that would oome to put down the insurreetloni and with the recom- 
mendation of baying been martyrs for the sake of the goTemment. In order 
to enhance this merit, it afterward appeared that tbey took pains to ex- 
aggerate their sufferings, denouncing the towns people, as well as the in- 
surgents, as the cause, observing a profound silenee with lespeot to the 
oironmstances which rendered their course unavoidable, as^well for the 
safety of the supposed martyrs as of their own. Mr. Brackenridge, as 
being one of the most conspicuous, and at tbe same time personally at 
variance with two of the Neville "connection," had to feel in a special 
manner tbe effects of that enmity, and was assailed with groundless 
charges and insinuations. There can be nothing more absurd than to 
suppose that any man of common sense would resort to such a mode of 
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gratifying personal enmity, which put his enemies to a mere temporary 
inconvience, for which they might be expected to be repaid, and which^ at 
the same time, was their best security from present danger. 

About this time Mr. lirackenridge was informed by Henry Purviance, 
Esq. of Washington, who had taken bo patriotic a part in the late eyentfl^ 
that Col. Neville had expressed the opinion that he (Brackenridge) was in 
confidence with Bradford; and had been privy to the intercepting the 
BEiail, as a part of a plan ho had laid for the expulsion of the penons de- 
nonnoed. Hr. Pnrrianoe conld not bat expiess hia avrpriae at aneh an 
absnrd and gixmndleas nupioiony and did not hesitate to eay that it was 
not only utteilyimpfohahlet'btttimpomhle; for he eonM not, al the same 
time with the plan of intercepting the mail, oontriTe that the few indi- 
Tidnala whom it was sapposed he wished to expel should write letteis hj 
that mail, and of sneh a natwe as to he laid hold of by Bradford and 
others — ^haTingno inviBible power orer the minds of such persons ! This 
could not be answered, but Neville said, "If he had not projected it, be 
was pleased with it now that it had taken place." " I was struck," ob- 
serves Mr, Braclcenridge, for the first time, that Neville had not per- 
fect confideace in me; but it did not make much impression on me, as I 
conceived him in a fever, and, like persons in that state, ready to com- 
plain of those that were taking the best care of them." Although the 
author of the "Incidents" was thus disposed to exense Neville, the impar- 
tial reader will be less indolgent. The frivolous suspicion will be regarded 
as an evidence of weakness,' as well as of injustice, whioh was more likely 
to originate in the oonfnsed brain of some other of the ''eonneetbn." In 
the controversy whioh was eanied on some time ago between the nephew 
of CoL Neville^ Hr. Craig, and the writer of this work^ it was said by 
Oisigi that in looking oTor some papers of the family, it appeared that Nev- 
ille never had any oonfidenoe in Mr. Braokenridge ! ThiS| it may be pre- 
sumed, is the extent of his orimination. In reply to this, it may be 
retorted, that Mr. Brackenridge had, unfortunately, too much confi<ience 
in Col. Neville, or he would not have yielded to his solicitations to attend 
the Mingo meeting, where, from motives of benevolence, and with a view 
of serving Neville, he had first involved himself in the afiairs of the 
Whiskey Insurrection. The incident may serve as a clue to the subse- 
qaent hostile conduct of the Neville connection, which ultimately forced 
upon him the task of vindicating his cause, and which it would have been 
well for the connection they bad never provoked. K he had harbored the 
malicious design of injuring those persons, iiistead of being willing that 
they shonld leave the plaoe^ he wovld have prefened their staying and 

10 
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lukiog the fnty of tbe mob ; and thii would nuide riiort woik wiih 
ihem. But saok a ooone would bavo bo«i at vaiiaiioe with hu well 
known benevolent aodpbilanthiopio disposition, eren to bis enemies. 

<<A8to myself," says Mr. Braokenridg6» ''I eanrassed mjsitaatioii 
fully, and began seriously to think of emigration; but in that ease, I 
wonld have been oonridered in the light of a deserter, and my property 
become a sacrifice. I thought of being absent on some pretense that 
might be plausible, and it struck me to prevail upon the people of Pitts- 
burgh to appoint me as an envoy to the £xecuti?e) to state the motives of 
their conduct." 

On i^iquiry, he found that the people were unwilling that he should 
leave thfe place; there were many of them in the same predicament, and 
they did not like to lose company. He therefore resolved to remain, at 
least until after the meeting at Parkinson's Ferry. 

At the time appointed for the election of delegates to this meeting, 
Mr. Braokenridge pnbliely annonoced his desire not to be ehosen, bang 
of opinion, from occnnenoes dnce the Braddoek's Field affair, and the in- 
ereased exoitement throughout the eoantry, that there was little prospect 
of their slopping short of open hostilitj. Bradford, on his return to 
Washington, had used the expression, «a glorions revolntion aiiieeted 
without bloodshed." From this it might be infened that he was re- 
solved on supporting what had been done at all baiards. Marshall had 
inconsiderately involved himself, and would perhaps have been happy to 
get out of the situation; but the people would not permit him; he would 
not dare to talk of anything but war, and such was hi.s situation, from 
his acts, that it had become his policy, as much as any man's, to meditate 
defense. On that principle, Mr. Braokenridge thoujrht that it would be 
more advisable to send to the meeting some persons who would not be 
under the neoessity of taking a conspicuous part, by being called upoa to 
speak, not being in the habit of it, as he was, professionallj. To sare ap* 
pearanees, it was necessary to send some persons} but, at the same time, 
iueh as had it in their power to remain obscure. On eommunieating 
these sentiments to James JEUiss and Qen. Wilkins, thej wete of a differ- 
ent opinion ; and thought it adTisable to use endeams to send dekgntes 
from ;dl parts of the oountry, opposed to Tiolent measurss. In oonse* 
quenee of their reasonings he consented to go, if elected. The same re- 
luctance is stated by Findley to have occuired in Westmoreland and Fay* 
ette counties ; these, although at first inclined to doubt^ the policy of the 
meeting, at length decided to send delegates to it. Gen. Wilkins exerted 
himself in Pittsburgh, and James Boss repaired to Washington with the 
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same object. The Pittsburgh election was conducted by John Wilkins, 
Sr. a justice of the peace, who indulged his propensity for fun by ma- 
king it the test of the right to vote, that tha voter should declare himself 
in favor of '*,Tom the Tinker." Some^ not aware of the joke, at first ap- 
peared to be offended, and refused to answer. When Mr. Braokenridg^. 
Mune to vote, Wilkins observed, We need not require the test of joo, as 
yon am * Tom the Tinker' himself/' aUnding to his appearenoe at Brad* 
dock's Held at die head of the oommittee. But this jestipg'iSScaBloQed, 
afkenpavd, some uneaeiBess to Jnstiee Wilkins, ^jnCmi having been 
ooUeeted respecting it, and transmitted jKLihaJfaflSSitive by its over seal- 
ons friends. Mr. Braokenridge, George Wallaoe and Peter Audrain, were 
ehosen delegates. 

"General Gibson," says Mr. Brackenridge, " at this time, or before it, 
had left the country; Col. Neville was about to go, but had some reluc- 
tance. It struck me with surprise, as he had been thinking how to stay, 
and I of getting away/'* "He came to me after the election of dele- 
gates/' (says the author of the " Incidents/') **and expressed the idea that 
he had a right to expect of me and others delegated front the town, that at 
the meeting we should demand an examination of his case, and repeal 
the sentence of the committee at Braddook's Field ; that he had a right 
to ezpeot thisy inasmuch as it was on account of the town that the sen* 
tenoe was to he earned into eflfoet. I was hurt at his want of a just eon* 
eeptlon of his oase, in supposing that it was on aooount of the town that 
be was to go away. It was on his aeoount| and of otberSi that the town 
was in danger, and it was for his own sake, more than that of the town, 
that be was to go away.f I bad oonsidered him as oonsigning his 
ease to my management, from what be had said to me the morning I went 
to Braddock's Field, and I never managed a case at the bar with more 
iidelity than I did his, on this occasion. I had thought the business well 
managed in diverting an infuriated mob from coming to seize him and the 
others ; and this was accomplished by the policy of getting the mob to 
condense themselves into a committee, and managing that committee to 
adopt the mild resolution of leaving him in the hands of the committee 
of Pittsburgh, as guardians in fact of his safety, though nominally the 
eaMOutors of the sentence. I stated this candidly to Neville ; and per- 
haps in a more pointed manner than I would otherwise have done, had 

* ffis Unnilly i^d property, under the gnardiaiiBhip of the town, was In less dan- 
gar than if he had remained. Kerille oonld not oomprchend that the aot was that 
of the oonatiy, of his own oenstitnonta, who had voted him into office. 

f His own jproportj would have shared the ihte of others. 
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aot my feeliogs been hvtt \y his snspidons, wbieli btcl been suggeited io 
me. But I Aiitber obeeired to bim, tbat sapposing it demandtble of 

the town to go forward and propose the recalling of him, waa it practica- 
ble? I)iJ be not know that he was cens?(]ered by the people as the 
Inspector himself? It is known that before your father accepted the 
oflSce, you were consulted, and advised the acceptance. It is known that 
application has been made to you, to advise your father to resign the 
office. You have paid no. Would any of them resig;n an office of so 
much yalae ? It is known that you arc the anthor of that advertisement 
which appeared in the Gazette^ alleging that ewtaiQ certificates and 
bonds were plundered and earned off at the time yonr father's house was 
burnt* Although there was a proportion of those at the house eapaUe 
of what was alleged, jet the bulk of the leaders, ahhougb guilty of n 
great offensoi would baye shrunk from the violation of moral truth or 
the eommnsion of dishonssty. They resent the idea of bemg thought 
eapable of theft or forgery. In your letter to the Mingo meetiDg, jou 
gave offense. They thought your easuistry, preraiieation; and Kirkpat- 
riek's intrepidity, of which you spoke, they thought stupidity. Piom 
this, they join you with Kirkpatrick in their feelinjrs ; and more espe- 
cially as it is known to be a trait in yonr family character to supjKtrt any 
branch of it, however insupportable. Neville behaved mildly, and said 
little ; but I suppose thought the more, and set this down aa a further 
proof that I was an insurgent, and has mentioned it as such." * 

Shortly before this conversation, Mr. Brackenridge had received a note 
from Neville, addressed to him as chairman of the committee, demand-* 
ing a passport and an escort. Although not the chairman, (as no chair- 
man had been appointed^) he resolved to overlook the ineivility, and 
ealling the committee together, double paceports were made out Ibr him 
and Gen. Gibson ; one to the countiy, for their proCeetion, the other to pio- 
duee when safe, showing that there was no real cause for th^r expuli^, 
and explaining the mroumstanee. The first one only, aa we have stated, 
was used when in safe^, and dinngenuonsly, as a procMf of the peiseeitioii 
* they had suffered fW>m thor fdbw townsmen^ and especially fim the 
author of the passports, f 

About the same period, a letter was addressed by Mr. Brackenridge 

•It was a sort «f teily tneml between tbe NeriHes and thsir asnstitaenlSy 

for they had contributed aa much as any others to render excise laws odious. 
Ihej paid the price of popularity ; the people did not distiogiiiili the Stale earise 
laws from those of the Federal govemMeat. 

fSee netee, as to tke dssfer of tkose paioforls. 
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to Tench Cox, Elsq. at Philadelphia, who was theu connected with the 
government, but which was misunderstood by the person to whom it was 
stent. It was chiefly prompted by a conversation he had with Col. 
Neville, the day after the affair at Rraddock's Field. The couversation 
turning on the state of the country, Mr. Brackenridge observed, that it 
would not be aa eaay matter to put down the insurrection by force. 
Kerille was of opinion that three thousand men would do it; the former 
thought that if it WM attempted with less than fifteen thousand meD, it 
wwild only add stiength to the oppontion, aod perhaps give riae to a 
dangexoiia civil war. ThiDking that Neville, going to the government 
with thia enoneona view, would lead to the same mistake that was made 
hj Amherst in England^ or hy the French refugees at Ooblents, he 
wished to convey more oorrect information. His letter was in reply to 
one from. Mr. Cos, and was intended to be oommunioated to the govern- 
ment, if thought advisable by Cox. Taking a wrong view of the letter, 
and strangely enough, Cox regarded it as a proof that the writer was an 
insurgent, threatening the government. Some expressiou-s in relation to 
the excise were purposely introduced, in case it should fall into the hands 
of insurgents by another robbery of the mail; but even without thia 
explanation, the letter was patriotic, and contained valuable information 
for the government. As it was in the first instance a private letter, it 
could not have been intended to inflame the public mind ; and if it tended 
to produce that effect^ the fault was in those who made it public, and to 
whose discretion it was confided.* It was dated the 8th of August, and 
coincides in a singular manner with the communication of £dmond Ran- 
do^hy Secretaiy of State, of the 5th| three dajs before. A second letter 
was addressed bj Mr. Braekenridge to Mr. Coz, contradicting the mis- 
ooneeption, but which was not published, as it ought to have been, in 
jnitice to the writer^ although requested hy him. The subsequent action 
of the government, as respects the formidable character of the insurrec- 
tion, was in eonfimnity to the foregoing suggestions ; whether in conse- 
quence of them, or incidental, is not material. The plan of the writer 
was, first, conciliation and amnesty ; and ii these fkiled, tiieu to send a 
force sufficient to crush the rebellion at once. 

The writer of those letters spoke his mind freely, as it became a free- 
man to speak, on the subject of the funding system, the favorite measure 
of the Secretary ; and as he had a ri^^bt to .«penk, even suppose on this ques- 
tion of expediency he was in error. Jiut the strongest terms of vitupera- 

*See the affidavits of H. Beaumont and others, in notes to thb chapter, illso, 
ike letter, and the reply to Ifr. Cos. 
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tion weva applied to bira by peraons who Beemed not to be awaie ihal ilieie 
18 a differenoe between a talject writing to a monareh and a eitiaeii of a 
demoenoy addressing a public senmat or agent, and expressing an opinion 
of the propriety of bis acts. The insolence (the terra applied to him,) 
consists in the agent taking olTense, and not in the citizen who has freely 
used his privilege of expressing his opinion. The first letter was no doubt 
of a character to be made a handle of by the proscribed persons on their 
reaching the seat of government, who seized the opportunity of directing 
the displeasiure of the government apninst those toward whom they 
were personally unfriendly. The letter certainly exhibited an alarming 
state of things in the West, and if the danger had not been put aside in 
the manner we are about to relate, there woold haye been no exaggeration. 

Beports were now in eirenlation, bnt much exaggerated, that the people 
of the eastern eonnties were as mncb excited as those on the west of ike 
monotains. Tt was said that thej had everywhere rueed liberty poles, 
and had oommitted Tarions ontnges. I saw before me," says the anther 
of the " IneidentSy" the anavoby of a period ; a shook to the gorem* 
ment| and possibly a rerolntion impregnated with the Jaoobin prinoiplM 
of that of France, and which might become equally bloody to the the prin- 
cipal actors. It would be unavoidably bloody to them and destmetlve to 
the people. Let no man suppose that I coveted a revolution. I had seen 
the evils of one already, the American — and I had read the evils of an- 
other, the French. My imagination presented the evils of the last bo 
strongly to my mind that I could scarcely cast my eyes over a paragraph of 
French news. It was not the excise law alone that was the object with 
the people; it was with many not the principal object. A man of some 
note, and whose family had been at the burning of Neville's house, was 
seen on horseback in Pittsburgh, the day of Braddock's Field, riding along 
with a tomahawk in his hand and raised over his head, saying—' This is not 
all that I want ; it is not the excise law only that must go down ; yonr ^Bs- 
tridt and associate judges mnst go down ; yonr high offices and sala ri es n 
great deal more mnst be done. I am bnt beginning yet"' 

The Mingo Oreek Society proposed, after dispensing with judges and 
jnstices of the peace altogether, to draw canses to their own ezaminationy 
and exercise judicial authority. Benjamin Parkinson was the preadent 
of this disorganizing association. An incidental circumstance indepen- 
dently of other causes, aided in giving a wrong direction to the people's 
thoughts. In a contest for the ofl&ce of sheriff, a candidate in order to se- 
cure his election and obtain the votes of the ignorant, was clamorous 
against offices and salaries^ unconscious of the contradiction that on these 
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principles bis oflSce, if elected, would be attended with no emolument. 
Like some other politicians, he did not meaa wliat lie aaid in any practical 
sense, at least where his own interest came in question. I had frequent- 
ly beard it said/' says Mr. Braokenridge, " bj the people of the country 
since the introduction of the excise law, that it weie bettor for them to be 
under the Biitiah ; and at this time such language began to be oommon. 
Bot I cannot say that I ew heard any perron of note breathe the idea. 
It was alflo said^ that arpw and ammunition oovld be obtained from the 
Brituh r 

There is no donbt that a vague notion prevMled among the ignorant, 
that if the march to Braddook's Field, and the expulsion of the persons 
who had become obnoxious for their peculiar support of the excise law, had / 
not the effect of repealing that law, still it had accomplished something 
toward it ; although they could not clearly discern in what way, unless by 
the mere effect of showing their strength in arms. It was regarded as a 
precedent to prove that ar^unpopular law could be annulled by the people 
assembling in force and expelling those connected with its exeoutiou, or | 
compelling them to give up their commissions and their papers. | 

In Fayette county, a disposition had been shown to submit to the law. 
At a meeting of distillers, shortly after the service of the writs by the 
Manhaly they agreed to employ counsel and make defense* Bnt it ap- 
peared that tiie writs were made returnable to a term when no court was 
attio^ and wm, in consequence, set aside. In the course of this meet- 
ing, the inTitation to attend the congress of delegates al FUrldnson's 
Feny was rejected ; bnt afterward they thought it more adTisable to 
send them. In Westmoreland county, according to Findley, there was, at 
first, the same reluctance. This is explained by the foot that the flame 
would be more tierce where it first broke out, and would thence more rapidly 
spread, the assemblage at Braddock's Field having greatly contributed to 
produce that effect. Washington county, and part of Allegheny, contained 
the most inflammable portion of the population, although the same feeling 
prevailed, more or less, over the whole of the western counties, and with 
some on the east of the mountains, with much less cause for discontent. ^ 

The more reflecting and intelligent, however, settled down under the 
conviction that the assemblage of delegates at Parkinson's Feny was the 
last hope, the best remedy against the progress of anarchy, and against 
the necessity of calling out the military power of the general government. 
Aeeordingly, the elections for these delegates was general, although, as 
* might be expected, not as regular, or conducted with as much care in the 
choice of persons, as could be dedred. 
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NOTES TO CHAPIEE VI. 



The Mxngo Creek Society/. 
**TUa todetj was in8Utat«d in Febru- 
Tj, 1794. It vai to eoBsist of Buafl- 
ton'a tettalion, ud to be goTemod bj a 
pvoaldent tod oouielL Tho eovnoil to 
oonaiit of moinbort ohoMa oroiy aix 
months bj the pooplo of the soronl 
M^tains* districts ; the electors of STery 
SQch district to be from eighteen years 
at (I upwar'l ; a councilman to be of 
the age of twenty-five years, and not 
when elected to be an inhabituut of that 
district in which he shall be chosen. 
Tbo mamhm of oouneil not to ezoeod 
ono toBt oTOj distriot; in tho omo of a 
vaoanoy, notiea to iarao of nn eleetion 
tofiUsoohtnoMi^. Thosooio^tohaTo 
a treasurer, soerotary and othor n&am, 
and to choose deputies to confer oc- 
casionally with deputies from other so- 
cieti' s of the like nature that might bo 
formed ; a majority of the society to 
constitute a quorum ; but a minority to 
haye the power to adjourn, and to com- 
pel tho att ondo noo of tho absent mem- 
ben; two-thirds to hafo the power of 
expelUng. Tho soeietj to meet the first 
day of oTeiy month; to kosp a journal 
of its proceedlnge; the ssoretsiy and 
deputies to be rewarded at the discretion 
of the society; the president, council 
and deputies, for any speech or debate 
in tho society, not to be questioned in 
any other place. No person holding an 
office of trust or profit under the State 
or United States, to be president, &o. 
The Bodeties to have the lawo of the 
United Statesb minutes of Congress, acts 
of AsiemUy of Pennsylvania, neeessary 
books, &o.; to have power to reoommsnd 
capable persons to the seTeral legislative 
bodies; to hear and determine all mat- 
ters in Tarianoe and disputes between 



party and party ; encourage teachers of 
schools; introduce the Bible and other 
religious books into sehoole; toenoooraga 
Uie iadnstrions, and the man of meiit. 
No monoy to be drawn tttm the eooiety 
but in oonseiiaenoe of appropriations 
mode by law ; no district citizen to sue, 
or caused to be before a single justice of 
the peace or any court of justice, a citi- 
zen of the district, before applying to 
the society for redress, unless the busi- 
ness will not admit of delay; the presi- 
dent not to be under twenty-five years of 
age, and to be eleoted by bsllot; In oaae 
of vaeanoy ft the preddoit, a temporary 
one to be appointed by the oonndl. The 
president and oooneilmen to be ressor- 
aUe llrom offioe on impeachment, and 
conviction of bribery and high crimes 
and misdemeanors. Nothing in this con- 
stitution to be so construed as U) {pre- 
judice any claims of the State or of tho 
United States. The constitution to be 
amendable by a couventiou for the pur- 
pose.*'— Inoidents, p. 148-9. 

'*The plaoe of oonvening was nsoaUy 
the meeting'honse; they did not as a 
soolety pnsJeet the first outrages, but 
these natnndly sprung firom that licen- 
tiousness of idea with regard to law and 
liberty, which th^ articles of their in- 
stitutions held out, or were calculated 
to produce. The society was to have a 
cognizance of suits between the members, 
and they actually went on to determine 
in all cases." — Incidents. 

AJtdmrif 9f J^bn JPDaMtd, Secniar^ ^ 
Ming9 Cruk Sodttjf, 

<<At the time of Bfarshtl Lenox being 

in Pittsburgh, about the 13th or 14th of 
July last, being a few days before the 
attack on Qeneral Neville's house, i was 
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in the office of Mr. BrackenrTdge, on 
some business with him; was asked bj 
him about the constitution of the Mingo 
Creek Society, and laughing at iome 
parts ef it, he asked irkat could put tt 
into tbe people's lieads to ftmn saoli a 
one. I said the people bad been aU 
running irild, and talked of taking Ne- 
Tille prisoner and borhing Pittsburgh; 
and this forming the society was thought 
of by moderate persons, to turn ott' to ; 
remonstrating and petitioning, and giring | 
them something to do that way to keep ' 
them quiet. Mr. Brackenridge asked, 
Vkat oould pat it in their heads to think 
of boning PittsbnrghT I said, I did 
not know ; bnt they talked of it. I am 
of opinion that at the time of their 
march to Pittsbnrgli, there was great 
danger. I was at the Mingo Creek meet- 
ing-house at the time of the meeting 
there after the burning of Gen. Neville's 
house; and numbers of people were dis- 
satisfied at Mr. Brackenridge's speech 
there, as it appeared he was unwilling to 
engage to support what was done, and 
was supposed to be on the side of goy- 
emment.*' Sworn and snbseribed befsrs 
William Meetkirk, &o.'-See lacideots. 

fixtraet from the Affidavit of James Clow. 

**At a meeting of the committee [of 
twenty-one, of which Mr. Clow was a 
member,] some time after the day of 
Braddock's Field, it was explained to the 
committee by Mr. Brackenridge, that the 
two gentlemen, Qen. Gibson and Col. 
Ncfillei who were to leave the town bj 
order of the oommlttoe of battoUons of 
Braddoek's Flold, and whieh the com- 
mittee of Braddoek's Yield had nnder- 
taken to see carried into effect (as this 
deponent onderetood), wished the com- 
mittee to appoint persons to go with 
them on their way, as a guard, until 
they should be at such a distance as to 
think themselves safCi and also to furnish 



them with passports. At the opening of 
the meeting of the committee, John Wil* 
kins, Esq. was first in the chair, bnt 
leaving it to attend to seme bnsineei^ 
this deponent was appointed to the 
chair, bnt had some hesltotiOD, as not 
knowing bnt it might Mug him into 
trouble. On which Mr. Brackenridge 
said, that it was at the request of the 
gentlemen themselves, that the com- 
mittee met to give a guard and pass- 
ports, and that it was for their service 
and not their injury, so there need be no 
apprehension of giving ofifeuse ; and that 
if ^is deponent did not take the chair, 
and sign the passports, he himsstt was 
wining (if chosea) to do so. 

«<Oik this the deponent took the chair, 
and it was agreed that persons should 
be appointed, * and that the gentlemen 
themselves, who were to go away, should 
choose who they would wish to go with 
them, and that any or all of the com- 
mittee would go with them to any dis- 
tance. 

"Double passports were made ont fbr 
each; the one of a fvw lines, the other 
of considerable length, dictated b/ Ur. 
Brackenridge to the derk. The having 
denble passports, was snggested by Mr. 
Braekenridge. The question being asked 
by some person, what was the use of the 
double passports, Mr. Brackenridge, to 
this effect, said the one would serve as 
a mask, and show to the people in the 
country that the committee had done 
what they had undertaken to do, and 
wonld serreas assfegnard to the persons 
sent away, as no one wonld molest per* 
sons supposed to be nnder gnard; and 
the other would eacplain to the people 
below, how it was they were sent away, 
and for what cause, and that it was by 
the people of Braddoek's Field, and not 
by tbe people of Pittsburgh; and that it 
was not for anything that could hinder 
them gsining a favorable reception where 
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fh^ wwt| it Mft affMliig tWr «h»r- 

•eterg. 

**Thia deponent, in all the course of 
this business, did not discover the small- 
est desif^ in all Mr. Brackenridge's 
actions bat for the safety of those gentle- 
men." 

Swora, Ao. r«bn»i7 lOth, 1795. 

"IflsrtiwBMliogfttBnddook'tField, 
the eovnt^ wu is » f«raMiil» and wurj 
bodjwuAlinid of uiother to speak their 
minds. The people seemed to think that 
law was at an end, evcrj one was ready 
to fall upon another, where there was a 
difference; it being supposed they cuuUl 
not be called to account for it. Guns were 
fired into & house near me. I came into 
Pittibwi^ ud telked orer 4Ui wUhllr. 
BiMlmiridge; and M to n{yaelf» not 
knowing whnt to do, Mdd, wmy of tiie 
pw^lo talked, if nuttten got wone, of 
coming into town, if they oould bo fell. 
Mr* Brackenridge said the toirn was 
obnoxious enough already; that people 
taking refuge there would miike it 
much worse, and the country would 
rise against it; that it was not our in- 
terests nor theirs, that any shoald come 
. into town; that if wo ooold aland it ont 
a litOo whiles Battora mii^t bo got 
ietaed. I asked M r^raokoniidgo if an 
amy ooold be got to come. He eaid it 
eoidd, and ko feaved it wonll bo n oo e i 

iai7-" 

Statement of John SculL 

*' I can certify, and am ready to make 
oath if required, that a day or two before 
Gen. Gibson left Pittsburgh, when he was 
ordered to quit the oouatry by the com- 
mitteo at Biaddo^a Viild, in oonToraa- 
tion with Mr. Braokeoridge on the sob- 
jeoti Mr. Braokonridge oipronod oonoem 
that Oen. Gibion intended taking his 
fbodly with Idm, ae he ooaaidend that he 
wonid aoon be onaUod to retain, and if 



not, that many more of ourselves woald 
be obliged to follow; and it would then 
be time enough to remove his family. 
Mr. Brackenridge requested me to men- 
tion this to Oen. Gibson as bis opinion. 
I called on Gen. Gibson that evening in 
company with Gen. Wilkins, bat did not 
mention the OQurenation I had with Mr. 
Braekearidge, bnt adriaed kin not to 
take Ida Ihnilj for tko eamo r eaae n e. I 
never dieeovered any ^ynptoaa of aatia- 
fMtion in Mr. Brackenridge on the oac* 
polaion of any of the peraona in a^y 
manner wlMterer." 

Extract from the Affidavit of Jacob Ftrrte. 

I w.'iH a member of the meeting of 
battalions at Braddock's Field, and in 
case of expelling Gibson and Neville, saw 
that Mr. Braekenridge opposed it aa long 
aa it Boemed to do any good. The dan- 
ger aeemed to bo that ttio people wonid 
go into Pittebnrgk and take tliem tken- 
selves ; parties of riflemen were coaing 
and going and about us, and lastly some 
of them said, we do not understand this 
way of mystery ; the men will wait no 
longer ; do something immediately or we 
will go and execute it ourselves. I was a 
member of the meeting at Parkinson's 
Ferry, and Ifr. Braekenridge sidd bosm- 
thing to knaior the people (in my opin- 
ion), ^t might seem to Ihvor them, b«t 
I saw that it was to manage tliominda of 
the people to keep them from mischief ; 
and I am of opinion, on the whole of 
what I have heard and saw, that Mr. 
Brackenridge being much in the minds of 
the people at that time, had it in his 
power, and did render great service in 
keeping them from going to war against 
the government." 

SMmmi of Judgt Amum^ wUh rsipeef lo 
tht Idter to Mr. O&x, 
** I was in your house on the 6th of 
September last (1794), when yon ro* 
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ceived by post an answer from Mr. 
Tench Cox to your letter to him. You 
showed me a copy of joxxr letter and his 
amswer. You exprMsed surpriae that- he 
mistook iho aim of your lottor, (whioh 
jou said yoa had ealeidatod without ox- 
poaing jonraslf to the raging pnjiidloss 
of the psoplo hore, to oobtoj to govsrn- 
mmt an imprsmion of the magnitude of 
the disturbances and the proprie^ of 
conciliatory previous to coercive mea- 
sures,) and that he should have thought 
it necpfsary to conviuce you of the ne- 
cessity of submission; and you observed 
Hmt he reasoned with you as if you was 
an insurgent." , 

ExtratU from StatmeiU of WiUiam 
BeaumonL 

That Mr. Brackenridga nsoally dio- 

tated his letters of correspondence to 
deponent ; [he wap his clerk ;] that dur- 
ing the whole of the insurrection but two 
letters were dictated by Mr. Bracken- 
ridge to this deponent that had the least 
reference to any political subject ; nor 
does this deponeat know of any written 
or sent by Mr. Ikmekearidge to any per- 
son on any poUtioal snliifeet whaterer, 
•zoept those two letters wliioh were to 
Tench Cox, Philadelphia, both dictated 
to this deponent, viz. one of the 8th of 
August, 1791, and the other'of the loth 
Hit September following. 

At the time of the writing and dic- 
tating the first, this deponent sugf^ested 
to Mr. Brackenridge that it was neces- 
sary to be eantions how he expressed 
himealf with regard to the oomitry, at 
that moment, as it was probable the mall 
mi|^t again be robbed, and he might be 
rendered obnoidoas to the people. His 
answer wai, near as this deponent can 
recollect, in words to this effect, that he 
had taken care of that; that he meant 
to give government a real statement of 
the ferment the country was in, but at 



the same time had put in some things 
that would, save him from the people, 
should the letter fall into their hands. 
This deponent understood at the time, 
that Mr. Braekearldge was apprebenaife 
that ths goTommeat might be mUHod by 
wroDg Information reepeoting the mag- 
nitude of the danger, and the extent of 
the insurrection, and it was his wish 
that the danger might be viewed in the 
light it appeared to himself, great and 
momentous, not trifling and insignificant; 
that measures might be tukt>n accord- 
ingly. That this deponent had that im- 
pression at that time, as he ezpreaeed 
apprehension that a jnst statement 
wonld not be glTon by the proeeribed 
peraons who were sent away. That at 
the time Mr. BraokenridgeT dietated the 
eeeond letter to thia deponent, he ex- 
pressed some warmth and irritation of 
mind that his first letter shonhl have 
been misunderstood by the government, 
' as he was informed it was; that he wrote 
this second letter to explain it. This 
deponent understood Mr. Brackenridge, 
that It wonld be natural for' tikese per> 
sons (the ezp^ed persons,) to wish a 
foroe lent at all events^ and as it might 
alarm the goremment to be nnder the 
necessity of sending a large f<woe^ thegr 
would be disposed to repreeeat it as 
repressiblo by a small one. Whereas, 
in Mr. Brackenridge's opinion, the policy 
should bo an accommodation in the first 
plaoe, and if that should fail, an efficient 
foroe." 

Sxtrattfrom th» StatmutU of Ju/^o Laeiu 
with reboot to ikt lutor to Mr. Cox, 

<*The deponent says, that by the 

answer of Mr. Cox, in answer to one 
I from Mr. Brackenridge, that gentleman 

did repeatedly say, that Mr. Cox had 
not understood him on many things he 
had expressed to Mr. Tench Cox, to 
secure himself in case his letter had 
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been iateroepled oa tUs aide the bmui- 
tains." 

Mr. Brackenridge to Tench Cox. 
* "PiTTSBiRGii, Aug. 8th, 1794. ' 

" SiE — I have received no papers from 
you; your letter by tho post is the first 
I have heard from joa. I take tho op- 
portanitj to give yoa ia Mtafa, ft snm- 
BiMj of the present etnte of this eooatry, 
with veepeet to the «ppeeitio& thnt ex- 
ists to the ezc^ Uw. It hM ite origin 
not in any auti-Fedenl qiirit, I essare 
JOn* It chiefly the principles and op- 
erations of the law itself that renders it 
obnoxious. Be thifl as it may, the facts 
are these : 

** The opposition which for some time ; 
showed itself in resolves of committees, 
ill representations to government, in 
maaked attaeUi on in^iguifioaat deputy 
ezoise oflkials— fdnr only anoh would ae- 
oept the appoiatBieni--did at length, on 
the appeanuioe of the Marshal in this 
oowalj to serve process, break oat Into 
an open and direot attack on the Inspect- 
or of the revenue himself, Geneml Nev- 
ille. These circurastfiuces you will by 
this time have heard from the General 
himself, and from the Marshal, M^or 
Lenox. 

<* Snbseqnent to their departure from 
the oonntry, notiee waa given of a meet- 
ing on the Monongahela fiTor, abont 
tighteen nilea fhmi the town of Pitta- 
\mtiga» Six delegates* of whom I waa 
one, were sent from this town. 'Nothing 
material was done at this meeting, bat 
^ the measure agreed upon of a more gen- 

aral meeting, on the 14th of August, | 
near the same place, to take into view the 
present state of alfairs of the country. 

Bttbseqnent to this the mail was inter- 
ested, charaetera in Fittaburgh beeame 
obnoiiona by lettera foond, in whkh aen- 
timemta eonatmed to erinoe a Uaa in 
favor of the exeiae law were diseoTiired* 

'* In eonaeqaenee of tUa, it waa thonght 



neoeaaaij to demand of the town that 
those persona ahould be delirered up, or 

expelled, or any other obnoxious charac- 
ter that mif^ht reside there; also, that 
the excise othcc, still kept in Pittsburgh, 
or said to be kept, there, fhould be pulled 
down; the house of Abraham Kirkpat- 
riek burned or pulled down ; other hona- 
es also, that were the property of persona 
unHsTorable to the eanae. For thia par- 
pose^ oirenlar lettera were aent to the 
battalions of the counties, detachments 
from whkh met on Braddock's Field, to 
the amount of at least five thousand men, 
on the second of the month. It was 
dreaded on the pnrt of the town, that 
from the rage of Iho people involving the 
town in the general odium of abetting 
tho excise law, it would be laid in ashes. 
And I aver that it woold have been the 
eaae* had it not been for the prompt and . 
deelaiTe reaolntiona of the town, to maroh 
out and meet them aa brethren, and eom- 
ply with all demands. Tlus had the ef- 
feot» and the battalions marched into 
town on the 3d, and during their delay 
there, and cantonment in the neighbor- 
hood, with a trifling exception of a slight 
damage done to the property of Abra- 
ham Kirkpatrick, in the possession of 
his tenant, whloh waa afterward eom 
penaated,* behared with all the regular- 
ity and order of the Freneh or Amerieaii 
armiea in thdr maroh thron|^ a town 
during the roTolntion with Great Britain. 

* • The town of Pittsburgh will send del- 
egates to the meeting of the 14th instant. 
What the result will be, I know not. I 
flatter myself nothing more than to send 
commissioners to the President with an 
address proposing that he shall delay 

* Id tilts I was mistaken ; it bod bo^n propoeed 
to ctMiipttutiate, but bad not been dona. I haTa 
called it a tlifiit dunaga, as I yammaub dia value 
of tbi» houdo and gmin ilfntroyed oouM n >t har« 
becuinore than one huudrcd duUara; perluipa not 
80 modi. [An Act of OoognMa panad sutas 
qiiaBtfy.J 
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WBj attempt to suppren thts insnmo' 
tion, aa it irlll be atjled, until the meet- 
ing of Congress. This will be tbe ob- 
jeeti simply and alonoi irltli all that la- 
bor to aTwt a c!7il war. On the part of 
the government, I worMd earnestly pray 
a delay, until such adarcsB and comm!<?- 
sioncra may come forward. This is my 
object in writing to you this letter, which 
I desire yon to communicate either by 
tiie Oazettef or otherwise. 

**It will be said, this insurreotion can 
be easily soppressed— it is bat tbat of a 
part of fonr eonntlea. Be assured it is 
that of the greater part-^ttid I am indno- 
ed to believe, the three Virginia counties 
this side the mountain will fall in« The 
first measure, then, will be the re-orgrnn- 
ization of a new governraent, compre- 
hending the three Virginia counties, 
and those of Pennsylvania to the west- 
ward, to what extent I know not. This 
event, whieh I contemplate with great 
pain, will be the resolt of the neeessity 
of self-defense. For this reaiion, I ear- 
nestty and anxiously wish that dday on 
the part of the government may give 
time to bring about, if practicable, good 
order and subordination. By the time 
the Congress meets, there may be a fa- 
vorable issue to the negotiation with 



the mmtia tmder 13ie law in the hands 
of the Presidttt eannot be ealled ont to 
reduce an opposition. The midland 
oovnties, I am persnaded, will not even 

suffer the militia of more distant parts 
of the Union to pass through them. 

" But the excise Inw is a branch of the 
funding system, detested and abhorred 
by all the philosophic men, and the yeo- 
manry of America, those that hold cer- 
tificates excepted. There is a growling, 
lorking discontent at this system, thai 
is ready to bnrst ont and diaooTer itaelf 
every where. I candidly a^d decidedly 
tell yon, the chariot of government has 
been driven Jehu-like, as to the finances; 
nice that of Phnton, it has descended 
from the middle path, and is like to bnm 
up the Araerii'iiri earth. 

"Should an attempt be made to sup- 
press these people, I am afraid the ques- 
tion will not be whether you will march 
to Fittsbnrgh, but whether they will 
march to Philadelphia, accomniating in 
thdr coarse, and sweinng over the banks 
of the Snsqnehanna Bice a terrent-~irre« 
sistible, and deronring in its p ro gr e ss* 
There can be no equality of contest be- 
tween the rago of a forest and the abun- 
dance, indolence, and opulence of a city. 
If the President has evinced a prudent 



regard to the navigation of the Missis- I and approved delay in the case of the 



eippi, the western posts, &c. A suspen- 
sion of the excise law dorii^ the Inttan 
war, a measors I proposed In a pabllca- 
tion three years ago, in niiladelphia, 
may perhaps sofice. Being then on an 
equal footing with other parts of the 
Union, if they submitted to the law, this 
country might also submit. 

** I anticipate all that can be said with 
regard to example, ho. I may be mista- 
ken, but I am decisive in opinion that 
the United States cannot effect the oper- 
ation of the law tn this eoimtry. It is 
nniversally o^ena In the aeii^boring 
purls ef all the ndi^boilng States, nd 



British spoliation, in the case of the In- 
dian tribes, much more humane and 
politic will it be to consult the internal 
peaice of the government by avoiding 
force until evvy means of accommoda- 
tion are ilmind unavidliDg. I deplore 
my personal situation ; I deplore the sit- 
uation of this country, shoukl a clv^ 
war ensue. 

**An application to the British is spo- 
ken of, which may God avert. But what 
will not despair produce? 

Tour most obedient servant, &o. 

Ewu E. Bbaokbsumi. 
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Mr, SmtiktauHf to Tenek (kx.* 
••PmnvMB, 8ipk 15lh, 1794. 

<*8lB — Sappressing yoar name, I have 
.ia?t giren your letter to the printer of 
the Gazette of thi-j place, conceiving that 
it will be of service in composing the 
minds of the people of this couutrjr. 

**It is an elegant and senaible essay; 
Iwt mM be cntfrelj loti vpoii me, as 
towagjtfaig intiaMUto wiUi wUdi I hvf 
BO BMd to be noN impvsiMd thM I am. 

aonie ezpitMlrai I bad viad in 
■17 letter, you hare understood me as 
■padking of the excise law. BeTiew it, 
and you will find it was of the funding 
pystem in general. Of that system I 
have been an adversary from the com- 
mencement, in all its principles and 
ellects. At the same time, I liave nerer 
cliarged tba Baeratary, who waa aaid to 
ba tbo antfaor of ii^ with aajtbiog moie 
tban an eiror in jndgmaBt. 

«*A aeala oagbt to bftra been appliad 
to eartitotaa in tba a*rkal» and re- 
daanod at tbftt nta. Tbo aaaa of the 
Continentjal money was an example. I 
would refer you to a famous letter of 
John Adams to the Count Do Vergeones, 
containing reasonings in the case of the 
Continental money, that would equally 
ixare applied in tba eaeo of oertificatee. 
Btrt alall ofontii tbo iwwmption of tbo 
Stato dabta «•§ iBB t a i miy and im- 
politle. 

«WoM it poMiUo tbat vo ootild be 

freed froai this system by a revolution 
without greater mischief, it is possible I 
might be brought to think of it. But ! 
that is impossible. The remedy would j 
be worse than the malady; honest cred- 
itors would suffer, and we should lose 
the advaatagee of a general union of the 
States, nuaa a4i«ntaiia ma inainio, 
•ad Hmt ontwiigb eO otbor oowidwatioaa. 
••Ibongb in * ooutij of in ani yaaj, 

«l)rau Ae originaV ftumhhed tj Mr. Brialw 



you seo I vrlto ftooly ; becatise I am 
not the most distantlj isTolTed in the 

insurrection; but deserre the credit oC 
coniributiriR to disorganise and reduce it. 

*' From paragraphs in the papers I find 
it is otherwi.-^e understood with you; but 
time will explain all things. 

**The arrival of commissicMiiers firom 
the goTonuMnt waa aaaoimeod to tbo 
doltgatoa of tbo Idtb at ForUnoon'a 
Fonrj, wbon aotaaQj oonTwod, and 
anporaadod wlmt waa oontomplatod, tbo 
sending ooramissioners from hence. 

"Yon will hoTO beard the result 

"By the measures taken, the spirit of 
the insurrection was broken. The gov- 
ernment has now nothing to fear. The 
militia may advance, but will meet with 
nothing cun:iiderable to oppose them. 
Bnt bad it not bocn for tbo paoifio mea- 
niro on tbo part of tbo Prcaidoat, and 
tbo intonal arrangementi made \(j tbo 
fHonda of order )mt% wliieb I oannot in 
a few words devekqpOt affairs would have 
worn a different aapooti and the standard 
of the insurrection would have been by 
this time in the neighborhood of Carlisle. 
But I hope that this will always remain 
matter of opinion, and have no experi- 
ment in the like case to ascertain the 
OTent. 

writing to jon at iiat waa owing 
to aqr baring leoeivod a letter ftom yon 
on an indUTorent eniyoot, and it atmok 
mo timt tbrongb yon govotmamit mi^t 

receive information that might be oaeftd, 
and if pnblisfaed, wliicb was left to jour 
discretion, it miplit operrtte as an apology 
for the government with the people, in 
adopting pacific measures, representing 
in strong terms the magnitude and er< 
tent of the danger; for it was not the 
fmree of fUaoomtiy tbat I bad in riew, 
bnt tiio oemmnaieebility to olber parts 
of tbo Union, tbo like inSammablo oanaoo 
of dieeenteni osiatb^g eleowbeve. I am 
tolid letter tea been eenridoNd no 
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> intiiidiBf to intiiiddfttf tiM gotrnment, 
•ad gain tioM until the insumetioii 
should goin strength. 

"It might hm been with that yiew; 
but thet it was not so, will be proTed by 
my condact and sentiments here. No ; 
from the tenor of my life, I expect a-nd 
demand to be considered as the advocate 
of liberty, a greater injury to which 
oould not be, than by the most distant 
means endangering the existence or in* 
fHnging the ttnutore of the aobleet- 
mommeiit whidi it ever had» or erer wUl 
hftYo ia the world— the United Btotee of 
Amevioe. 

**Toa will do me the jaitioe to oom* 
smwicate this letter to tiie same extent 

with the first. 

"I have farther to obserTe that I am ! 
in the meantime not without apprehen- 1 
sion tor the town of Pittsburgh. The 
moment of danger will be on the advance 
. of the militia; if the ins ar ge n ts shonid 
embodj to aioet then, they wUl, in the 
first instance, probably turn round and 
glTo a stroke here for the parpose of 
obtaining arms and ammunition; and, if 
resisted, and perhaps whether or not, 
will plunder the stores, and set OA fire 
all or some of the buildings, 
Yonn^ with respect, 

H. H. BnAOURBwai. 

•<P. S. Sinoe writing the within, 
whioh was two or three days ago, appre- 
heasioB of daager, with oaraelTeSp or op- 
podtioa of ftnoOf ooadderabty vaaiBhee 
or diminishes. 

**l have reesiTod year publications. 
They are ingenious and useful. At 
present, our papers ara filled with our 
political affairs. In due time they will 
be inserted. 

"As an instance of order gaining 
ground, I am just informed from the 
towa of Washingtoa that the Ubsrty tm 
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waa eat dowa,aad noao oaaie forward to 
ereet another, or rereage the affiroat 

H. H. B.*' 

Secreiarif (/ Stat« to th4 Praident. 

•'Philadelphia, Aug. 5th, 1794. 
"Sir — The late events in the neigh- 
borhood of Pittsburgh appeared, on the 
first intelligence of them, to be extensive 
in their relations, iiut subsequent re- 
flection and the conference with the 
CkivirBor of PeaasylTaaJa* havs midtl* 
plied thoBkia my miad tenfold. Indeed, 
sb,theiBoiaeat is Ug with a orisis whioh 
would oouTulse the oldest goTemn«it, 
and if it should burst on ours, its extent 
and dominioa oaa bo bat Ihiatly oca* 
jectured. 

*'At our first consultation, in your 
presence, the indignation which we all 
felt, at the outrages committed, created 
a desire that the information received 
should bo laid before aa asBodata Jastiee, 
or the district judge; to bo ooasidered 
ander the sot of May H 1702. This 
step was arged by the aaossiiiy of aadar* 
standing without delay all the laeaaa 
vested in the President for suppressing 
the progress of the mischief. A caution 
was prescribed to the Attorney General, 
who submitted the documents to the 
judge, not to express the most distant 
wish of the President that the ceril&cate 
shoald be granted. 

**The oortifleaAo haaboea graated, and 
althongh the testiaoBy is aot» ia ny 
jadgBMBl^ yet iaanfiotoat legsl fona to 
become the ground work of soeh aa aet, 
and a judge ought not, a priori, todedklo 
that the Marshal is incompetent to sup- 
press the combinations by the poMe com" 
itatns; yet the certificate, if it be minute 
enough, is conclusive, that, *in the 
counties of Washington and Allegheny, 
in Pennsylvania, laws of the United 
Statoa are opposed, aad tha aaaaaHoa 
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Ihtraof obstnieted by oraiibiiMtioiiB too 
powerftil to be BoppfMNd bj Iht ordi^ 
nary eonfM of judicial proceeding?, or 
by the powers Tested ia tlie Manbel of 
that district.* 

"But the certificate specifies no par- 
ticular law which has been opposed. 
This defect I remarked to Judge Wilson, 
from whom the certificate came,' and ob- 
semd, thet Ibe design of the Uw being 
tbet a judge ehoald point ont to the 
BxeentlTe where the Jndleluy etood In 
need of nlUtary Md, it me Ihietnted If 
military force should be applied to laws 
which the judge might not oontemplate. 
ITe did not yield to mj rensoninp, and 
therefore I prcsuruc that the objection 
will not be received against the ralidity 
of the certificate. 

*'npon the supposition of its being 
T»lid« a power ftrisei to the President to 
oell forth the nllitin of PennsyWania, 
and eventnelly the ndlHin of other States 
whieh may be eonvenient Bnt as the 
law doeenot compel the Prerideat to ar- 
ray the Bulitia in conseqnence of the 
certificate, and renders it lawful only 
for him to do so, the grand inquiry is, 
whether it be expedient to ez&rciac thit power 
at this time. 

**Otk many occasions have I contend- 
ed that, whenM0f«r vUHtaiy eocrelon la 
to be TCiorted to m support of law, the 
fldUtia are the true, proper and only la* 
ftramente whieh onght to be employed. 
Bnt a calm sxtrvey of the ritnation of 
the United States has presented these 
dangers and these objections, and ban- 
iihee every idea qf caUn^ them tii(o mme- 
diate action. 

A radical and universal dissa tig- 
faction with the excise perrades the four 
transmontane counties of PennsylTania, 
baring more tiua sixty-thm theannd 
•vaila he tha whole^ aad Mra tkaaftflesA 
whUa malei above the age of 



sixteen. The awtntiea on the eastern 
side of the moaatalns, and eome other 

populous counties, are infected 1^ simi- 
lar prejudices, inferior In degreO) and 

dormant, bnt not extinguished. 

" 2. Several counties in Virginia, hay- 
ing a strong militia, piwtieipate m thee* 

feelings. 

"8. The insurgents^ themselves num«r- 
ous, are more elosely nnited by like dan- 
gers with fHends and kindred seattered 
abroad in different plaees, who will enter 
Into all the apprehenalonSi and eombine 
in all the preeantlona of - safety adopted 
by them. 

"4. As soon a? any ercnt of eclat 
shall occur, around which persona dis- 
contented on other principles, whether 
of aversion to the government or dis- 
gust with any measures of the adminis- 
tration, may rally, they tnU sMifti a COM* 



'*6. tfosvrnor qf AMafylMnae has 
deelered his opinion to be, that the mili- 
tia which can be drawn forth imtt b§ nn- 

equal to the task, 

"6, If the militia of other States are 
called forth, it is not a decided thing that 
many of them may not refuse. And if 
they comply, is nothing to be appre- 
hended from a strong cement growing 
between all the ndlitia of PonuylTaaia^ 
when they perceive that another militia 
Is to be Introdaoed into the bosom of 
tfaiir eenntiyt Tkteagmimmiii atUaH 
untried. 

*' 7. The iJ^mtt ^a military expedition 
will be very great : and with a devouring 
Indian war, the commencement of a na- 
vy, the sum -to be expended for obtaining 
a peace with Algiers, the destruction of 
our mercantile capital by British depre- 
dations, the nnoertaiaty of war or peaM 
Willi Great Biltala, the impaHenaa of the 
peopleanderinefeased taxes, thepnnotnnl 
sappeitef onreRedlt^ it biheona tliose 
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who manage our fiscal matters to be Bure 
of their pecuniary resources, when so 
great a field of new and unexpected ex- 
pease is to be qpened. 

**8w Is liiere any approprietton of 
mooej wbidi fisa bo immediatelj devo* 
ted to this use. If not, bow cea money 
be drawn ? It is said tbat appropriations 
are to the war department generally, but 
it may deserve inquiry whether they 
were not made upon particular state- 
ments of a kind of service uientiaUy tUs' 
tinct from the one proposed. 

"9. ^ the inlelliffence 0/ the ovtrturtt 

and the inbsbitants sbovld be drum to 
aeegH tkdr aid, the supplies of tho weBt> 
em iErmj, the woetem army itself, nay 

be destroyed; the reuniim of that oonn- 
try to the United States will be imprac- 
ticable; and we must he cngnged in a 
British war. If the intelligence be proba- 
ble only, how difficult will it be to recon- 
cile the world to believe that we have 
been consistent in our conduct; when 
after ronning the hasard of nortally 
offending the Frendi, by the pnneUlioaa 
oboervaaeo. of neatrality ; after depre- 
eating tho wrath of the Baglish, by 
eTOiy possible act of gOTomment ; after 
tbo request of the suspension of the 
settlement of Presq' Isle, which has 
in some measure been founded on the 
posBibility of Great Britain being rous- 
ed to arms by it; we pursue measures 
which threaten collision with Great Brit- 
ain tad which art nixed with the blood 
of onr fidlow dtisens! 

" la If miseanni^ shonld belUl the 
ITnited States in the beginning, what 
may not be the eonseqnenoe t And if Uils 
ebovldnot happen, is it possible to see 
what may be the effect of ten, twenty, 
or thirty thousand of our fellow citizens 
being drawn into the held against as many 
more ? There m another enemy in the 
ktart of the Southern States^ who would not 



tleep with tuch an opportunity of advan- 
tage. 

** 11. It is a fact well known, that the 
parties in the United States are highly 
inflamed against eaoh other ; and that 
there is bnt one charaoter whieh keeps 
both in awo. As soon as tho sword shall 
be drawn, who shall bo able to restrain 
them? ' 

"On this subject the soiils of some 
good men bleed. They have often asked 
themselves, why they are always so jeal- 
ous of military power, whenever it has 
been proposed to be exercised under the 
form of a snooor to the oifil aathori^ t 
How has it happened thai with a temper 
not addioted to snspiolon, nor unfriendly 
to those who propose military force, they 
do not court the shining reputation 
which is acquired by being always ready 
for ptrong measures? This is the rea- 
son: that they are confident that they 
know the ultimate sense of the people ; 
that the will of the people must force 
its way in the government ; tbat not- 
witl^tanding the indignation which may 
be raised agunst tlia insurgents, yet if 
measnres unnecessarily harsh, ' dispro- 
poHionably harsh, and without a previ- 
ous trial of every thing which law or the 
spirit of conciliation can do, be executed, 
that indignation will giro way, and the 
people will be eHtranged from the ad- 
ministration which made the experiment. 
There is a second reason ; one motive 
assigned in argument for calling forth 
tho militia, has been, that a govtrnmmt 
can fMver U setf to b» utabHiked wOU 
lesM tiffnal di^piay hat SMmffcf At 
jpcmr flMb'Awy Mcrdba.* This maxim, 
if indulged, would heap curses upon the 
govwnment The strength of the goT- 
emment is the affection of the people | 
and while that is maintained, every in- 
vader, every insurgent, will ag certainly 
count on the fear of its strength, as if 
* HamUtoBi 



11 



150 



WXBIKBH IKBUKBEOnOir. 



it ha l with one armj of citixens mown cause it could not be expected she Tronid 



down another. 

" Let the parties in the United States 
be cff«r kindled into notion, tontiaonti 
like fbese will prodnoe n fleae whiek wM 
mot iermiMU in a eemmon mwAilfMi. 
Knowing, sir, no I do, the motiTee which 
gorern yon in offioOt I wm oertnin tlint 
jon would be anxious to mitigate as far 
a? you thouj^ht it practicnble, the mili- 
tary cour!*e which h;\s been recommend- 



be dragooned. Human nature will, to 
a certain point, show itself to be the 
inme, evsn nmong tte Allegheny wou^ 
tnins. The miirion win, I ftnr, fkil; 
thon^ it weald beto mefheinoet grnte- 
All ooevmnioe in life to find in J piedlo^ 
tion ISUsilled. If it does taSl, end in 
consequence of the disappointment the 
militia ?hould be required to act, then 
will return that fatal train of events. 



ed. You have accordiugly suspended ^ which I have stated abore to be eue- 

the force of the preceding observations, pended for the present. 



bj determining not to call forth the mi- 
litie immediately to netion, end to send 
Gonunlssionen iriio nay explain tnd nd- 
Jost, if pooslbl^ the present ^seontents. 

^*Th» next qneetion then isi wbether 
the militia shall be directed to hold 
themaelTes in readiness, or shall not be 
summoned at all ? 

"It has been supposed by some gen- 
tleman, that when reconciliation is of- 
fered with one hani, terror should be 
borne in the other, and that a lull am- 
nesty and oblivion shall not be granted 
wnleis the udse laws be eompUed with 
in tiie ftillest naamr. 

"With n language such as tide, the 
orertoreo of pcaoe will be eonaidered do- 
husve by the insurgents, and the most of 
the world. It will be said and believed, 
that the design of sending commissioners 



"What wuuUi be the inconvenience of 
delay ? The result of the mission would 
be known in fbor weeks, and the Fml> 
dent would be master of his measnres 
without any previoiiaeonaiitinent Fovr 
weeks could not render tiie insotgeuti 
more formidable; that space of time 
might render them less so, by affording 
room for reflection : and the government 
will have a sufficient season remaining 
to act on. Until every peaceable attempt 
shall be exhausted, it is not clear to me 
that as soon as the call is made, and the 
prodamation Imed, the ndiili* maj sot 
enter into some combination wldch will 
satisfy the insurgents tiiat thej need 
fear nothing ftom them, and spread thoee 
combinations among the nulitia. 

"My opIniOB, therefore, is, that the 
commissioners will be furnishe'l with 



was only to gloss over hostility, to en- j enough on the score of terror, when they 
deavor to divide, to sound the strength announce that the President is in pos- 
of the insurgents, to discover the most session of the certificate of the judcro. 
culpable persons to be marked out for ^ It will confirm the humanity of the mis- 
punidonenl^ to temporise until Congress | don ; and, notwithstanding, some men 



can be prevailed upon to order fttrther 
foroe^ or the weetom army may be at 
Msuze from the savages, to be turned 

upon the insurgents, and many other 
suspicions will be entertained which can- 
not be here enumerated. When Confress 
talked of some high-handed steps against 
Great Britain, they were disapproved 
as counteracting Mr. Jay's mission — be- 



might pay encomiums on deidsion, vigor 
of nerves, 9tio» &e., if the militia wm 
summoned to be held in readiness, the 

majority would conceive the merit of thA 
mission inoonq^to if this were to be 

done. 

"It will not, however, be supposed 
that I mean these outrages are to pass 
without animadversion. No, sir! That 
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the authority of the government is to be 1 
maintained, is not less mj position than | 
that of others. But I prefer the accom- I 
pliahment of this by every experiment 
of moderation, in the first instance. The 
steps, tberafiKre, whidi I would recom- 
mondan: 

A aaions proefaunatioii, stating 
fhe Buichiof; deoUring th« power pos- 
sessed by the Executive, announcing 
that it is withheld from motives of 
humanity and a wish for conciliation. 

'*2. Commissioners proj^erly instroot- 
ed to the same objects. 

**3, If they fail in their mission, let 
the offenders be prosecuted according to 
law. 

"4. If the judioiary autihovity is, after 
tliiSy withstood, let the miUtia be eaUed 
out. 



"These appear to me to be the only 
means for producing unanimity in the 
people; and without their unanimity, 
the government may be mortihed and 
defeated. 

"If the FreddeDt shall detenidne to 
operate with themilitia^ it will be neoes- 
saiy to sobmit some animadTendoiis upon 
the inteipretation of the law. For it 

ought closely to be considered, whether 
if the oombinatioiui should disperse, the 
execution of processes is not to be left 
to the Marshal and his posse. But these 
will be deferred until orders shall be 
discussed for the militia to march. 
I have the honor, sir, to be, 
WOk the highest respect, 
And sinoerest attaehment, 
Tear most obedient serraaty 

Enxmm Rahdokfh;''' 
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CHAPTER VII. 

MBBTINO OF THK DUtGATKS AT PAEKINSUN's fEUKY — THE RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED 
fHBEB — APPOIMTMBMX OW A OOMHITTBB OF COXFEBKUCB. 

Off the day appoiotedi the delegates eleeted from eaeb towoship con- 
▼ened at Parkinwm's Feny, on the MoDongabela, afterward Williamsport, 
now Monongahek City. The place was an open field on the banks of the 
nver, with fsllen timber and stamps, with a few shade trees, instead of 

buildings, for the accommodation of this important assembly, whose delib- 
erations might bo attended with the most serious consequences for good 
or evil. The number of members was two hundred and twenty-six ; from 
Allegheny forty-three, from Washington ninety-three, from Bedford two, 
from Fayette thirty-three, from Westmoreland forty-nine, from Ohio in 
Virginia six. There was a stiil greater number of speotatoiSi or out- 
,nders. 

Tho point of asaemblage might have been better ebosen, as it was too near 
tthe scene of the recent disturbanoeSy and too convenient for the attend- 
4Uiee of those who had been actually engaged in them. It cannot be sap- 
;posed that the utmost ftimess had prevailed at the elections. There was 
too large a proportion from the infected distriet| (if the expresriotf may be 
>iised,) and sufficient pains had not been tsken, erery where, to send to 
tthe meeting only the well disposed, and the men of most weight and in- 
fluence. Still it was superior to the promiscuous mob it was intended to 
supersede. It was impossible to ajMsertain, at a glance, what proportion 
was in favor of peaceful measures, or disposed to apply for an amnesty, or 
oblivion of the past, according to the suggestion of Mr. Brackenridge at 
the Mingo meeting-house, and where the idea of the present meeting, 
composed of delegates from the whole of the western counties, was 
adopted at bis instance.* But no one entertained a doubt, that in spite 
of this first winnowing, there would still be a majority, in the present state 
of things, who would vote for any measure that might be proposed by 
Marshall or Bradford, the acknowledged leaders in opposition to the ex- 
cise law. 

* See the aooevnt of the meeting at the JCingO meetiiig-hoiise, chap. m. 
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The proeaedingB of the asiembly were happUy oontfolled by Memi. 
Bnekenridge^ GallatlD^ Edgar and others, who aaooeeded in retaidingy if 
not defeating for the present, the extreme and violent measures oontem- 

plated by the enemies of peace and order. Messrs. Brackenridge and 
Gallatin were chiefly looked to hy the friends of order; the former at the 
head of the western bar, and occupying the highest rank in point of tal- 
ents; the latter already distinsrnishcd, but with a reputation far short of 
what he afterward attained, when elected to Congress, and a career and 
opportunities of distinction were opened to hira. They attended with 
the sumo motiye, but under different circumstances, and with different 
Tiews as to the mode of action. These two gentlemen had never before 
met| and had no interchange of sentimentS| nntil after the bosiness of the 
meeting was ended. They had taken opposite sides some years before, in 
the animated contest for the adoption of the Federal Oonstttntion; Bracken- 
ridge on the Federal aide, and Qallatin Findley, and Smiley, on the anti- 
Federal. Theee latter bad also been engsged in those meetings against 
ihe excise law which the Secretary of the Treasnry had stigmatised as 
bordering on treason, and alleged by him to have greatly contribnted to 
bring about the present disorder. Gallatin had regretted the part he had 
taken at the meeting which h'&d passed ''intemperate resolutions/' to 
which so much evil had been ascribed, and was desirous to inake amends, 
by exerting himself at this meetinjr; on the side of the government, in the 
most direct and decided manner. Indeed, it was asserted that he had made 
bis peace with the p:overnment on this condition; but this surmise must be 
rejected as not supported by any tangible evidence, and he must be reprard- 
ed as entitled to the merit of' pure motives until the contrary appears, 
Qallatin was closely alfied with Findley and Smiley in party politics, local 
an well as Federal, although not personally at enmity with Brackenridge, 
as was the case with the other two. He had no intimacy, or perhaps even 
aoqnaintanoe with Marshall and Bradford; and not mnch penomd influ- 
«M|^ with the delegates, while a friendly understanding bad existed be* 
tpsen Brackenridge and Manhall and Bradford, and with many othen of 
tlie assembly. The former regarded Marshall as a moderate sensible man, 
iHitil he became involved in the recent difficulties. With Bradford he 
bad been frequently associated professionally; and they had agrsed in their 
support of the Federal constitution, and until the Mingo creek meeting 
had been on familiur terms. Marshall and Bradford had come prepared 
with resolutions, to be offered to the meetino:, contemplating^hostile oppo- 
sition to the government. Having exhibited them to Gallatin, he without 
.hesitation declared his objections, and made known his det^rminatioQ to 
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oppose tbem. This at once deprived him of any inflnence he might have hud 
with the assembljy and placed it out of hia power to defeat any measure 
by diraot attack, no matter what might be hia power of pemiaaion, or foroe 
of reaaoningy the two leaden having the oontrol of the majority of ih» 
body. It will be aeen^ hereafter^ bow unavailing were the efforta of Galla* 
tia^ wtUi the exoeption of aome unimportant obangea of words, or pbiaoes, 
in the leaolutioDB as at firat pieaeated. Hia influenoe would be atiU for* 
tker Impaired, by the cireumataoce of hia haviug taken a oonapionoiiB part 
against the excise law, while he was now taking a stand on the aide of ^e 
guverQincut, io oppositiou to those with whom he had formerly acted. 
Such, at least, would be the light in which his course would be regarded. 
The situation of Mr. Brackenridge was entirely different from that of 
Mr. Gallatin ; aa was also the policy which he had determined to pursue. 
He bad taken no part at the public meetings against the excise law, al- 
though understood to be, like every other person in the weatem countieai 
oppoaed to it, and this doubtless exaggeiatod by the eirmtmatanoe of hav- 
ing oooasionally been of counsel for peraons under proaeoution by the gov* 
ernment. The popularity he had loat at ^e Mingo meeting, he bad par- 
tially regained at BraddooVa Field, and there now^eziated a deaire on the 
part of the inau^nta to enlbt him in th«r oauae. He had| theiefbro, 
ground to atand upon in a oourae diotated by policy, and he knew that 
from the poeition he oeoupied, aomething would be eoneeded to him, whioh 
eould not be aeoompliahed by direot attaok. He determined to take ad- 
vantage of these circumstances, and pursue a coarse different from that of • 
Gallatin ; Lhat is, to effect, if possible, Ly indirect mc-aus, what he knew 
Gallatin would fail to accomplish by a ditlerent course. Affecting to act 
with the two leaders, at least to some extent, he determined to avail him- 
self of legislative tactics, which like strategy in war, often gains victories 
without battles. With the generous design of preventing the horrors of 
civil war, and even of saving those leaders themaelvea from the ruinous 
course they were prepared to puisne, diaaimulation was not only justifiable, 
but became a duty. In this course^ the sequel will show he was so fortu- 
nate as to be auoeeaalul, but in the peouUariy delioate situation in which he 
was phwed, nut without much difficulty. Tho impartial reader will see the 
absurdity of attempting to give to Gallatin the credit of results whioh 
his very position prevented him from effeeting. But for the management 
and address of Mr. Brackenridge, the leaders would have been precipita- 
ted into the very measures from which they were to be diverted. He 
acted in pursuance of a plan he had carefully settled in his mind ; the 
Urst &te|) had already been taken — the withdrawal of power from the mob^ 



Digitized by GoOglc 



TBI 8IRIV0 OPXftASlON. 



155 



and plaoing it ia a delegation ; the next was at this meetiog, bj a set of 
raaolatioiMi, to ooaiuiiia the aiflbing operation, throagh a staadiag oommiltoe ; 
and from this, again, ehooeiag a smaller oommiMee of eonfiMrenoe; every 
lemore frem the mob inoreaaiDg the obanoee of haying men of good leiiae 
to deal with. The object at present, was to pzerent any dedsLve measures. 
Mr. Gallatin, on the other hand, offined no reaolntions, had no fto, and 
depended entirely on the offset of direot opposition to that which might he 
oflfered bj Bradford and Marshall. In the plan of Mr. Brackenridge we re- 
cognize the principle that "power is ever stealing from the many to the few;" 
and in the present instance it was curiously exemplified.* The sub-com- 
mittee of three, consisting of Messrs. Cook, Gallatin and Brackenridge, 
finally confided the business chiefly to the latter, and this waa scarcely per- 
ceived or suspected, until the winding up of the negotiations. We are, 
howeyer, anticipating the proceediogs of the assembly, to which we return. 
*'In the morning of the meeting at Parkinson's Ferry," says Mr. Bracken- 
ridge, " I saw James Marshall, and in order to xeooncile him with his 
om feelings, and diqKMe him ftvorsbly toward me, I observed that the 
oaUiag out of the people at Braddook's Field was a rash aot, but it might 
have a good effeot. It wonld impress the goremment with a fear of the 
eKtent of the opposition to the law. He seemed plessed with the apology 
made, and ohecffyed, 'that Bmdibrd was hasty in nndertsldng things, and 
had not abilities afterward to manage them.' I considered this as an 
apolop:;y to me for the rashness of what had been done. But I found 
that he contemplated the going on to support by force of arms, those un- 
lawful acta. He showed me a set of resolutions, which he had drawn up to 
lay before the meeting, one of which contemplated force against the p:ov- 
ernment. He gaife me to understand, that Bradford also had made a min- 
ute of some things he meant to move. Bradford here joined us, and I 
saw his schedule. It contained the heads of particulars that would be the 
snbjects of consideiation. A oommittee of safety, magaiiaeB, dothing^ 
piovisions,^ 

There weie two or thiee of the resolittiomi of Msishall, in sobatanoe, 
the seme with those I had disensied in my mind, and I i^prored of them. 
I developed my plan of sending eommissionera to the BzeentiTe^ and 
showed the address I had drawn up to he presented to him. They 
approved of it. 

* First, tbo standing committee of sixty — then the committee of conference of 
twelve — these chose a sub-committee of three, nnd thus the principal share of the 
negotiationa was placed in the hands of Mr. Brackenridge, who was on that com- 
Biittee. 
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''In order to vetein the managemeBl of Bradford, it was my policji at 
HtuA period, to ooneeal ftdm him ny total disappiobatioii of what had 
been done; nor did I Tentnre to oppoae him on the enhjeot of maldng war ; 
hat to keep him firom thinking, and ooming to a nloee oon?enation, I 
amoied him with pleasantry and kept him langhing."* 

The meeting was organiied by phoiog Edwaid Cook in the ohair, as 
was iisoal at all meetings where he was, on aeoonnt of his age and high 
respectability of character. Alhert Gallatin was appointed secretary. 
Bradford now opened the business with some account of what had taken 
place — the appearance of the Marshal to serve writs, the attack on Neville's 
house — the flight of the Inspector — the expulsion of obnoxious oharaoterS| 
&c. — here he read the letters intercepted in the mail. 

MaishaU, who followed Bradford, now brought forward his proposi- 
tions. 

First — The taking dtuens of the United States from their respectlTa 
abodes or nolnage, to be tried fox real or sappoeed offenses, is a violation 
of the rights of the oitiien, is a forced and (kngerons eonstmotion of the 
oonstitntion, and ought not under any pretense whaterer to be exeroieed 
by the jndieial authority. 

<<It was alleged by Marshall thai the language of this resolve, as of the 
others, might not be oorreot, or the idea well expressed ; and wished the 
secretary to frame it as it might seem proper. I spoke on this oooasion, 
and observed, that by the constitution the whole State was made the 
vicinage; and the judiciary had it in their power to make use of it to 
that extent. Nevertheless, it certainly was an abridgment of that 
advantage which the citizens had before the constitution existed, where 
the vicinage was the county; and that it was a ha]# construction of 
the ooDstitutioD, to suppose that it contemplated such a judiciary system 
as would bring eitizens from one end of the State to the other. For that 
reason, I approved of the substance of the resolution ; but as probably it 
might be improved in expression, I proposed that we should go over the 
zesoltttions, and having agreed upon the substanoe, refer them to a 
committee of three or more, to digest the arrangement, and exprsss the 
same in the beet manner, and lay them before the . meeting fbr thdr final 
oonsideration. It was agreed, and we passed on to the second reeoln- 
tion." 

The foregoing, the reader will perceive, was a most important move. 
The object was to prevent a final vote being taken on any of the resoiu- 

*The course of Gallatin was the reverse— and what was gained by it? Bat for the 
addreas of Mr Braok«uridge, eTerything woald have been lost. 
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Hons in ibmr pfweiit fomii bj roforringtbem to a small oominittoe, where 
they iroold lie oelmly diemMNMd, end ilie dangerous debates, wbieb might 
ensue in the meeting of delegates, already mneh inflamed-Hmmranded 
by penons still more so— might be avoided. It was snbseqnently adopted 

as the lueans of escaping such debates, by a reference of the resolution 
ander discussion to the committee suggested by Mr. Brackenridi^o ; it 
was therefore vastly more important than the verbal alterations afterward 
suggested by Mr. Gallatin, in the committee of four.* 

The second resolution — " That there shall ho a standing committee to 
consist of — — members from each county, to be denominated a 
oommitte of public safety, whose duty it shall be to call forth the resour- 
ces of the western country to repel any invasion that may be made against 
the rights of the citizens or of the body, of the people." 

Comparing lUtuB reso^ntion/' obserreB Mr. Braokenridge, with the 
fiist, I saw that Msishall had joonoeived that the aot of the district 
officer, in serving writs in the country to answer at 'Philadelphia^ was 
illegal and void, and that it might be constitutionally resisted ; and alsoi 
that an attempt of the government to enforce such' an act by pursuing 
those that had resisted, might be constitutionally opposed, on the same 
principle that the money tax, and the force of government in aid of it, 
was constitutionally opposed by Hampden, or the declaratory act, and the 
enforcing of it, was opposed by America against Great Britain. f 
Coupling, therefore,* ihkse resolutions, they would seem to contemplate 
the resisting the officer of the district, and protecting by arms those who 
resisted him. Taking the words by themselves, they were not exception- 
able, for doubtless the people retain the right to repel hostile attempte 
against their ri^ts; on the same principle that I may repel the offioer 
who would seize me without process. But coupling the word with the 
preceding resolution, (that of ' taking persons from their abode, &c, is 
a violatbn of the rights of the mtiiens, is a forced and dangerous con- 
struction of the constitdtaon,') with the acts perpetrated in the conntiy, 

*Pindley and etfaefs erroneoiuily oonfoand tke priTate disnssions in tlic 
oonmdttee with tiM prooMdings before tlie delegatw in public It was in tke 
oommittee that tha vwbal alkerattont of Mr, Gallatin, to wUoh Flndky attaches so 
maeh importsnce, were made. The real diffiouUy was to prevent a declaration of 
war, which was defeated by Mr. Braokeoridge seeming to eoinoide with Brad- 
ford. 

f The power of the Supreme Court of the United Slates to decide on the constitu- 
tionality of an aot of Oongress at that time, was not eren snggeeted— it is of a later 
growth. 
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and with the state of it, they appeared to be exceptionable. These were 
my reflectiona from the time X had read the lesolatioiiB in the moming 
until the prasent moment. 

The resolutioiis being read, secretary GaUatin now roBe, 'What naaon/ 
said he, * have we to suppose that hostile attempts will be madei against 
onr lights? and why, iheiefoiei prepare to renst them f Biots have 
taken plaoe, whieh may be the subjeot of judioiaiy oogdianoe ; but we axe 
not to suppose a milituy fosse on the part of the government.'* 

If I am not aoeiurate in stating this language or these words of the seore- 
tary, it ought to be attributed to defeot of memory, not design. It was my 
impression at that time, either that it was the only pretense that occurred 
to him to use to evade the resolution, or that actually he did not know 
that the acts committed brought it within the power of the President to 
call out the militia."t 

Not to suppose a military force on the part of the government 1 A 
case had occurred, and during the session of this assembly the proclamation 
of the President was actually received, producing a bad effect. It was 
the general belief that the militaiy would be called out^ and would march 
unless prevented by the submission of the people, or an amnesty ob* 
tained. The latter oould only be attained in one or two modes ; by a delega- 
tion from the meeting bearing a petition to the President, as was oontem- 
plated by Mr. Braokenridge, or by a volantaiy offer on the part of ihe 
government — whioh actually took plaoe. The des%n •f the hostile resda- 
tion, was to meet the foroe expeoted ; and those who desired to j^ve it 
the go-by, plaeed their hopes on being able to induce the assembly to 
solicit an amnesty, which would render the march unnecessary. In what- 
ever manner 3Ir. Gallatin would have been replied to by .iy|ry.dt"cLrd, the ^(^~ 
tual state of things would have been repredeuted, and a q&stfon'p^,^'^^ 
might have committed the assembly in favor of defensive war. It was 
afterward admitted by Mr. Gallatin, in his evidence ^W|A^||Afij]^p^ '/iik%^ 
appeared to me, from the temper of those present, tharl 
been put it would have been canied.'' The merit, then, of having parried 

*W!Ud]Uon ( Amcriosa Fioneer, a wmk of more fincy tliaa authority) : ** QaHatin 
presented the foUy of past re8istanoe» and the roinoas eonaequenee to the eountty 
of a eonthmaiioe of the iasorreetton. Ho urged that the govemmoBt was bound to 
vindioate tiie law, and ttat it would surely send an ovenrholming foroe against 

them.*' On what authority does Wilkinson make this assertion or yentore to ooa- 
Iradiot Mr. Brackenridge ? Was ho there ? Ho was but a child at the time, 
perhaps not yet bom. If he ever made those remarks at all, it must have boonal 
a late period, at the BrowASvillo meotiiig. Wilkinaon ia no authority, 
flnoidenta." 



Digitized by Google 



I 



A OBIKIOAIi UOXBNS. 159 

the dangerous qiMfldon i» due to Mr. Braokenridge, and it was thas ao- 

eomplished. 

X knew/' oonUoves the author of the *' Inoidents/' that this resolu- 
tion wu a fayorite one with all thooe who had been inyolved in any of Uie 
onkrages, and at ihe same time a popolar one generally. I waa alanned, 
iherefoiei at the idea of any diaonssion of it; and inatantlyi before any 
one oonld \haTe an opportunity of speaking, affeetod to oppoae the aeoie- 
tary, and tiionght it might not be anun to have the reaolation, but it might 
be softened in terms, without ahecing the rabstanee ; it might be Baid, 
' the comtnittee shall have power to take such measures as the situation 
of affairts may require,' and that the committee of four should have the 
modeling of the terms. Marshall acquiesced, and there was no debat^" 

It is highly probable that the success of Mr. Brackenridge in fending 
off the debate, is in part to be attributed to the disposition of the leaders 
to indulge him, in the hope of securing him on their side, which he 
appeared to take on this occasion. Afterward, in the committee of four, 
(no| in the assembly, as stated by Findley and others,) following up the 
above aoggestion of a yague diplematic genexality, Mr, QaUatin introduced 
in the resolution the words, " nnd in oaae of any sudden emergency, to 
take suoh means as ihey may tiunk neoesaaiy." The worda in the ong^ 
nal resolution were^ "to repel any hostile attempts that n»y be made 
against the rights of the dtiaens or the body of the people." This mere 
yerbal alteiation was unimportant^ cojppared to the main object in viev-— 
the preventibg a direot vote in the assembly on the resoluiion as at first pre- 
eented. Gallatin is lauded for the change of phrase, the merit of which, if 
any, does not belong to him. Such quibbling would not have been listened 
to by the assembly, or the bystanders, if brought to a serious discussion. 

The third resolutiuu — 'That a committee of members be appointed 

to draft a remonstrance to Congresa, praying a repeal of the excise law, 
and that a more equal and less odious tax may be laid, and at the same 
time giving assurance to the representatives of the people that such tax 
will be oheeiliilly paid by the people of these counties, and that the said 
remonstnuioe be signed by the chairman of this meeting, in behalf of 
the people we represent." This resolution was opposed on the ground 
that it was useless to remonstrate to Oongrees, that body having treated 
with oontempt all fonto remonBtnnoes on that subject \ it was, howeveri 
carried— those who had opposed it acquiescing. 

Fourth resdutioor-'^ Whereas^ the motives by which the westem 
people have been actuated, in the late unhappy disturbances at Neville's 
house, and in the great and general rendezvous of the people at Biad* / ' ' 
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dock's Field, and we are liable to be muoonsiraed slB well by our fellow 
oitiaens thiooghimt ihe United StatoB as by their and onr public ser- 
vmntB, to whom is oonsigned the administration of the Fedeml goveni- 
ment ; Setolved, That a committee of ^— be appointed to make a Mr 
and candid statement of the whole transaction to the Pkesident of the 
United States, and to the Governon of Pennsjlvania and Yirginia; and 
if it should become necessary, that the said committee do publish to the 
world a manifesto or declaration, whereby the motires and principles of 
the people in this country shall be fairly and fully stated."* This was 
committed to the committee of four without debate. 

Fifth resolution — "That we will, with the rest of our fellow citizens, 
sujl^ort the laws and governmente of the respective States in which we live, 
and the laws and government of the United States, the excise laws and 
the taking away citizens out of their respective counties only dioepted ; 
and theiefoie we will aid and assist all ci?il offioeis in the execution of 
their respective functions, and endeavor by CTCiy proper means in onr 
power to bring to justice all offenders in the premises/' 

On the consideration of ihis resolution, the state of the country, 
without law or safbty to perwns or property, was represented at some 
length by Bfr. Biachenridge. Mr. Gallatin followed on the same ride, 
supporting the resolution with a view to the establishment of law and the 
conserration of the peace. Thongh he did not venture to touch on the 
resiBtance to the Marshal, or the expulsion of the proscribed, yet he 
strunj^ly arraigned the destruction of property; the burning of the bam 
of Elirk pa trick, for instance. *'What!" exclaimed a fiery fellow in the 
meeting, "do you blame that?" Mr. Gallatin found himself embarrass- 
ed ; he paused for a moment — " If you had burned him in it," said he, 

it might have been something; but the barn had done no harm." 
''Aye, aye," said the member, "that's right enough.'' This shows how 
much esner it is to talk of an open and undisguised opposition to the 
measures and temper of such a meeting, than to practice it. The secre- 
tary was obliged to dissemble as well as Mr. Brachenridge, with whom he 
is so fayorably contrasted. Perhaps his allusion to Eirkpatrick would 
not have passed unnotioedy if, like the former, he had been on unfHendly 
terms with the Neville connection I" ^ 

A member who had seen the schedule of Bradford, relating to provi- 
ding arms, ftc. now moved that it be brought forward and laid on the table. 
Several persons spoke on the subject of forming magazines of arms and 

* Thie is the ouly language from which a contemplated declaration of indepen* 
dence, and withdrawal from the Union, can be inferred. 
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MnmimitioDf and Beemed to d«sire ihtl Tesolntioiis be istiodiioed, 

ing into practical detail the principle of Bradford's Bohedale. Gallatin 
labored in direct opposition to the principle itself, but apparently with no 
success ; and there was danger of a question of some kind being put. 
Mr. Brackenridgc had been out of the circle, but at this juncture return- 
ed. As before, he aifected to oppose Gallatin ; he began by making some 
remarks to conciliate those who were for providing the means of war ; 
and theo observed, that it was well to talk of such things, to show that 
the people were in earnest. By holding out an idea of fighting, the ne- 
oeesity for it might be ayoided ; jnat ae a general displays aohunn, to 
ayoid an engagement. The idea of a piepaiation for de&nee may quick- 
en the diepomtion of the government to oome to an aooommodation, 'and 
giant the raaflonaUe demands of the oonntiy. Bnt enoogh has been said, 
let these things be left to the eomraittee of four." 

This apology saved the pride of the speakerSy and satisfied the hopes of 
the violent^ and there was nothing more said. Mr. Braekenridge was 
thought to be fbr war; he was applauded by the onti^de people ; and it 
was said that he now had regained what he had lost at the Mingo Creek . 
meeting.* 

^Findley says Braekenridge "was probably actuated by the same motives as 
Gallatin, but supported the measure in a different manner. He often kept up the 
appearance, and sometimes the boasting language which was acceptable to Brad- 
ford'8 party, and opposed Gallatin ; yet always contrived to bring the proceedings 
to the same issue." If Mr. Braekenridge always brought the proceedings to the 
same iiuue with Gallatin, it was not only probable^ bat pretty certain, that he was 
aetaated by tlie atne modveat And why not say, that the Brat effeeted by supe- 
rior addrsBB what the other fiuled to aooooipliBh 1^ diroet neaiis ? Mr. Araoken- 
ridge pre?ed himself the abler man on this oeoasion. He ooold aot with poliey flur 
wise and beaeioleBt ends; bat when it was neooMary to go straight forward to his 
purpose, and thore was a prospeet of success In doing so, ho ooald do it as boldly 
as any one; a/was afterward proved at the Brownsville meeting, in referenee to 
which the same writer, Findley, observes, '*that his argomoat was of the mmre 
consequence, that it was decisive; as formerly he had temporised SO as to iadaoo 
the rioters to believe that he whs friendly to their cause." 

He had, at the Brownsville meeting, different minds to deal with from those at 
Parkinson's. If at Parkinson's he had pursued the same coarse with Gallatin, 
like him. he would have effected nothing. That gentleman, in Ms evidence on 
the trials, says, **! doebted his (Braokooridgo's) reel IntiBtienB. He expleiaed to 
ne his real flMeoing life or six days afttrward, the first thee we had a private eon- 
Tflrsatien. He lied diiepprorod the prooeediags whieh had taken plaee as much as 
I did, bet was attempting to do 1^ art, what I liad tried to do by direst meeu.'* 
He ml|^t have seid, with mere eandor, Mr. Braekenridge had aeeompliahed by 
address, '#hat he, Gallatin, had fbiled to do by direet means. James Boss end 
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Hie asMBiUy adjoonnd to tbe next day. The oommittee of four, who 

were to model the resolutions, were to meet early the next morning ; they 
were Messrs. Gallatiu, Bradford, Brackenridge and Herman Husbands.* 
"I lay that night," says the author of the "Incidents," **at a farm 
house in the neighborhood, with a hundred or more of the gallery spec- 
tators and of the assembly, about me. The whole cry was war. From 
the manner in which they had understood me, I was greatly popular with 
them." ' Stand by us/ said they, ' and we will stand by you.' 

felt my situation with extreme sensibility. I had an attachment to 
the people beoanae they bad an attachment to me; and I thought of the 
ooDfleqneiioeB. Suppoae that in the proaeention of the plan I have in 
Tiew, anangeuenta eaanot be made to auMj them, and that a war most 
come, what shall I do? I am voder no obligation of honor to take part 
in supporting them, for I have no way eontribnted to prodnee the die- 
tnrbanee. And though on principlea of conatnenee it may be e»ni8ahle 
in them to make war^for they think they are right — ^yet it wonld not 
be so in me, for I think them wrong. But on the score of self-preserva- 
tion and personal interest, what am I to do '/ It is a miserable thing to 
be an emigrant jf there is a secret contempt attached to it, even with 
those to whom he comes. They respect more the valor, though they dis- 

QtMoi WilklBs were in Mr. Braekmiiidge's oonfldenee at this time, and not Mr. 
CWDatin nntil alter the assembly had a^jMtmecL 

bad heavd of this eztraordinaiy ehanoter (Hnsbsads) many years ago, 
when a prinmpel ef the insnrgents known by the name of Refolaton^ in Nortb 
Oaroliiia. I had seen him in the year 177^ when he was » member of the Legpslft- 
tore of Feansylvaaia. I was present when a Qnaker lady was introdneed and 
p t ea c hed before the House. Herman, who was a divine as weU as a politician, 
thoni^t her not wrthodoz, and wished to controvert; bat the Honse^ willing to avoid 
religions controversies, would not permit. 

I had visited him in the year 1780, in the glades of the Allegheny, on my 
return from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh. He had then just finished a Commentary 
on a part of the prophet Ezekiel ; it was the vision of the temple, the walls, the 
gates, the sea of glass, &c. Loggerhead divines had heretofore interpreted it of 
the New Jerusalem, but he conceived it to apply to the western country ; the walls 
were the mountains ; the gates, the gaps Sn thou by whidi the roads pass; and the 
sea of glass, the lakes on the west of ns. I had no hesitation in saying that the 
Oommentaiy was anslogons to the vision. Ho was pleased, and said I was tlie 
only person, ezoept his wife, that he trer got to believe it Thought I, yonr 
ehaieh is oomposed, like many otfaeis, ef the ignorant and dissembling.'*— In- 
cidents, p. 91k 

f He allodes to the Freneh emigrsnts from poiitleal eaases eompeUed to leave 
their oonntiy. 
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approye the principles, of those that stay at home. All I have in the 
world is in this country; it is not in money j I cannot carry it with me, 
and if I go abroad I go poor; and I am too far advanced in life to b^n 
the world anew. 

<<Bnt as to tlieee people themaelTes, wbat olianoe hm they? They 
may defend the puses of the mountains ; they axe warlike; aeonstomed 
to the use of arms; capable of hnnger and iaiignei and oan Kve in the 
Toeks and woods, like badge^rs. They are enthnsiastio to madness, and the 
effect of this is beyond calculation. 

" The people to the east of the mountains are, many of them/ dissatis- 
fied, and will be little disposed to disturb the people here, if they should 
mean to defend themselves. It is true, the consequence of war, suppo- 
sing the country independent of the United States, will be poverty and a 
miserable state of things for a Ions; time ; but still, those who stand by 
the country where they are, have the best chance and the most credit in 
the end. In either casp. the election is fearfal; the only thing that can 
suit me, considered merely as a matter of personal interest, is an accom- 
modation without civil war. But is there a prospect of this? Will the 
SSxeontive be disposed to act with mildness or severity ? The excise is a 
bnnch of the funding system^ which is a child of ihe Secretary of lihe 
Treasnry, who is considered the Minister of the President. He will feel 
a personal antipathy against the opposers of it, and will be inclined to 
sanguinary couDsels. The President himself will consider it a more dan* 
gerons case than the Indian war or the British spoliations, and will be 
disposed to apply more desperate remedies. He will see that here the 
vitals are attacked, whereas there the attack was on the extremities. 
Nevertheless, the extreme reluctance which he must have to shed the 
blood of the people, by whom he is personally beloved, will dispose him to 
overtures of amnesty. These were my reveries, as I lay with my head 
upon a saddle, on the floor of a cabin. 

" In the morning^ the committee of four bavin o; met, we proceeded to the 
arrangiDsr and amending the resolutions. Bradford was not satisfied with 
the indefinite power given to the standing committee^ (to provide for de- 
fynae, &c.) but wished to have it in plain terms; probably with a Yiew 
to get something to pt)^ the assembly that would involve all equally 
with himself in the treasons committed. I wished to evade it, and en- 
deavored to divert his attention by keeping him laughing. I put Hus- 
bands on the explanation of his vision of Eiekiel, and endeavored to 
amuse Bradford with him, as a person would amuse a boy with a bear. 
But Bradford wa^ too intent on getting the resolutions amended to an ex- 
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plioit deolmtion of mt ; lie oomplauwd of the Umgluiig, and wished liim 
to be BeriooB. QelUitin, not peioeiying the drift, aaid, eynioally, * He 
langhe all by himaelf He let Bradford alone then, who pmded the 
aeeietaiy enough, and obliged him to put in a aentenoOi to avoid a wone, 
* and in ease of any sodden emergency) to take snoh iempomry meamiree 
as they may deem necessary,' instead of the expressions of the resolution 
of Bradford, 'whose duty it shall be to call forth the resources of the 
country, to repel any hostile attempt that may* be made against the, rights 
of the citizens or the body of the people/ ** 

It may be remarked that the aim of the friends of peace was to restrain 
the violence of the people, led by inconsiderate men ^ this was to be ao- 
complished by keeping the assembly £rom taking any action whatever; 
bat the mere substitution of an ambigaoos phrase — this diplomatic fenoe 
of words-— wonld do but little toward the aoeomplishing of that end. 
The seoretary's amendment had somewhat the appearanoe of preeaalion 
against the use of treasonable words; and it may. be reoolleoted that a 
design had beea entertained of instituting proseAitions on a former ooea- 
sion^ against the authors of the '* intemperate resolutions." Nor* were 
the other objeotionable words of the resolution much improved by sub* 
stitndng the phrase, ''to support the munidpal laws, &c." in the place of 
the words, the support of the laws and governmect, &c. the excise law 
and the taking citizens from their vicinage excepted.^* There is little 
difiference between not supporting the excise laws, and opposing the^; and 
moreover, an unconstitional law, that is to say a law that is void, may be 
opposed by legal means, through the courts, or by efforts to procure its 
repeal — or even by force at the peril of the person who resists the uncon- 
stitutional law. What was accomplished by Mr. Gallatin in the com- 
mittee of four, amounted to nothing, although exalted by Findley above 
bis assofuates. Gallatin- is applauded by his partisan^ for his direot and open 
opposition to the measures of Bradford, which oj^osition, it is admitted, 
was a failure; his diplomaey was no better; and yet he is fovorably 
eontrasted with the politic courae pursued by Mr. Braekenridge, whieh. 
proved effectual. It is not always that the motive sanctifies the aot^ bol 
where it is to prevent bloodshed and civil war, the deeisbn may be wfely 
left to the judgment of upright and sensible men, whatever may be the 
opinions of mere casuists or fools. 

The resolutions being perfected by the committee of four, were reported 
as soon as the assembly met in the morning. They were reduced to 
three in number, instead of ihe original fivoi several having been con- 
densed into one. 
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First, Resolved, That taking the citizens of the United States from 
their respective abodes, or vicinage, to be tried for real or supposed 
offenses, is a violation of the rights of the citizens ; is a "forced and dau- 
gerous oonstructioo, and ought not, uader aaj pi^teuae whataoever, to be 
exercised by the judicial authority.'" 

The foregoing resolution, whioh expressed a grievftooe that none eould 
deny, was in &et the immediate eawe ef the ineoireedon. It constitutes 
one of the . most seilons of these eomphdned of in our Deekiatlon of In. 
dependenoe-^'for oanying ne heyood seas to be tried for imaginary 
offuuMs/' What wonld we now say of taking penoot ftom the lemote 
parts of Texas or California to he tried at Washington City ? The *eon- 
stitntion limits the trial or Teone to the State or district, leaving it to the 
discretion of Congress to designate the district. The common law principle 
of confining the trial to the countj was familiar to the people. The gov- 
ernment had become convinced of the injustice of making Philadelphia 
the place of trial for the people west of the mountains ; a law to remedy it, 
as we have seen, had been passed, but had not gone into operation. If 
this act had been in practical operation before the service of the writs 
letnmable to Philadelphia, it is highly probable that do riots or insnr- 
reotion wonld have taken plaoe. 

The seeond resolution, that a standing committee of memhers from ' 
eaoh eonn^ be 'appointed| for the purpose hereinaltor mentioned, rii.; 

To draft a vemonstnmee to Congress, praying a i^eal of the exdse law;, 
and at the same time requesting that a more equal and less odious tax he- 
laid ; and giving assuranees that suoh tax will be willingly paid by the* 
people of these eountieo ; to make and puhlish a statement of the trans- 
actions which have lately taken place in the ^country, relative to the ex- 
cise law, and of the causes which gave rise thereto; and make a repre- 
sentation to the President on the subject; to have power to call together- 
a meeting of the deputies, here convened, for the purpose of taking such. ^ 
further measures as the further situation of affairs may require ; " and in. 
ease of any sudden emergency, to take suoh temporary measures as they.- 
may think necesaary/'f 

Third. That we irill exert ourBelves, and that it be eainestly reoommend-- 

*This onqaeBtioiiable, grieranoe^ it will be Men, was Homnoit in tiie aladi of' 
fliapMple. 

f These words were introduced by Mr. Oallatin, aoeording to the previoua^ 
suggestion of Ur. Braektaridge. 

12 
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to <mr feUow eitiMDs to eztri tliemMlTeB in rapport of the mnnioipal 
laws of the roflpeotiTe States } and especially in preventing any -vioKenoe 

or outrage against the property and person of any indmdual. 

The first resolution read and adopted unanimously. 

On reading the second, it was moved by Mr. Uracken ridge, to fill the 
blank with the word two, and to change the word county for township. His 
argument was, that they might act as conservators of the peace in support 
ot the civil magistrate. It was necessary that they should bo distributed 
as muoh as possible over the four oonnties, so as to enable the committee 
to act moreprompUy) and at the same time to disseminate their ideas and 
resolutions among the people. The real object, although not avowed, was 
to prevent piomptitade of notion, and the violent measures whieh a oon- 
oentrated, permanent body might be induced to adopt 

It was fiorther moved 1^ him to insert, instead of to call together,a 
meeting of the deputies," these words, vis. a meeting either of a new 
representation of the people, or of the deputies heie oonvened.'' His ar- 
^ment was, the demoeratio prineiple of a frequent change of repre- 
-sentatives. His real object was to enable him to withdrd.w, in case he 
could not succeed in bringing about an accommodation. It was seconded 
with avidity by James Edgar, and probably with the same view, and was 
carried. 

An adjournment now took ]ilace to choose the standing committee, 
whioh was done by each township for itself. Mr. Brackeuridge was cho- 
sen as one for the township of Pittsburgh. This committee, although an 
improvement on the assembly, in temper and intelligence, was still far 
from being all that oould be desired. It still contained too large a por- 
tion of the violent; but neariy an eqnal number were openly in fiivor of 
peace, anothnr portion was also in favor of modeiate measures, but obliged 
to oonoeal their real sentiments through fear. After electing the stand, 
ing committee the deputies again assembled. 

Mr. Braekenridg* had drafted the following resolution : "That . 

eommisslonen be appointed to wait on the President of the United States^ 
with the representation of the people, aqd report to the standing com- 
mittee the answer they may receive." 

But it having been announced in the course of the sitting, that com- 
missioners from the Executive to the assembly of deputies had unex- 
pectedly arrived in the countxj, he changed his resolution to the following : 
^^That a Qommittee of — members from each county be appointed 
to meet any commissionerB that .have been or may be appointed by the 
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goveromenty to import llie resvlt of tliis oonferenoe to the staaduig oom- 
ttiittee." It was oarried, and the blank filled with the nvmber three.* 

There was considerable opposition to this resolution. It was said that 
as the commissioners were now in the country, and supposed to be but half 
a day's journey distant; the assembly would wait until their arrival^ and 
hear their propositions and determine for themselves. f 

Tliis was extremely dangerous to the object now in view. James Ross, ' 
who waa pieeeiit^ and had received his appointment as oommissioner, but 
known only to a Ufw of the leaders on the pacifio ridOi was of opinion that 
in the present temper of the asBembly, and the people avoand, no proposi- 
tion whieh the eomnuasioDen had in their power to make wonld be ao- 
oepted. It wasy therefocoy of the greatest moment to oany the xesolutiott 
as it stood. Lt aapport of it^ the inoonvenienoe of staying at the plaoe 
was alleged; there was no aooommodation for the membeniy or the oom- 
misnonen; it wonld take a long time to nndeistand eaoh other; the ne- 
gotiation must eonost of ooaferenoe and eonespondence; that there was 
not even the convenienoe for writing at the place. These, and many 
otlivir reasons, were urged. It was not without great difficulty that the 
resolution to appoint a committee of conference was carried. 

It was again moved, that the assembly of delegates should wait where 
they were until the committee of conference should report to them. This 
was considered equally dangerous. It was plain that the chances would 
be more fa?oiable in reporting to the standing committee, both on aeooont 
of the time gained and the larger proportion of the friends of peace on 
ihat eomndttee. The length of time required for the conference, and the 
inoonvenienee of remaining on the ground, were urged, again and again ; 
but the aTidity of ouriosity was snoh, that they were anxious to remain. 
Oallatin bad exerted himself rerj mueh in these debateSi and on the last 
eqMoiaUy ; otheis had supported him, but seemed to fail. Gallatin was 

♦William Beaumont, in his affidavit, says that Mr. Brackenridge did not appear 
to be one of the prinoipal speakers at this assembly. The reason is, that his mind 
was more intent on the mores of the game than in making speeches. Few per- 
sons are aware of the importanoe of these noiseless steps, and attribute all lo the 
loud declaimers, who seem to make the day-light. 

f It was about this time that William FmUlej made his appearance, having hith- 
erto kept aloof profroMy firom design 1 To make amends, he officioosly brought the 
hatelligeBoe of the arrlvalof go Tunment eomraiasioiiera; bat who tiiey were and 
' whare, was not yet known, alchoagh James Boss was on the spot oonferring with 
the feieads of oidor, ospoeiftlly Braokenridgo and Gallatin. Fhidloj's olBoioiisness 
led to serioiM ombaRMsmo&t among the ftioads of poaooy whoa thej attontpted to * 
ofliNt an s^HoamsMat of the assomhfy. 
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now pursuing, by indirection, the design of defeating the insorgent lead- 
ers, after his open opposition had been unavailing. 

Mr. Brackenridge was walkinp^ outside the circle, much disheartened, 
when Commissioner Ross came to him and wished him to make another 
effort. ''I do not see that I can do anything," said be; Qallatin and 
others have said every thing that is reasonable in the otse, and jet hare 
fiuled." " You can do it," said Ross. Determined to make another 
trial, and knowing that it was the impatienoe of cariosity which made 
them anzioos to slaj^ ho obserred, that it was not probable that the oom- 
raisrioners had any thing of consequence to propose, the President not 
having the people's representations before they set ont; and therefore, 
although on principles of common decency it was proper to hear them, 
yet it was not worth while for the committee to waste their tisM in wait- 
ing for them. This had its effect. Something is to be ascribed to the 
disposition of people, when wearied with discugsion, to lay hold of some 
plausible reason to end it, especially coming from one who had not been 
so warmly engaged in the debate. It is also probable that Mr. Bracken- 
ridge had, by this time, established an influence with the members; even 
the more violent regarding him as having, in some measure, come over to 
their side. The resolntion was then carried, as it stood. 

Instruction movers now appeared ; the committee of conference must 
be instructed by the assembly I This was parried by getting it to be oh* 
served and preased, that instmctions coold not be given in r^j^ard to prop* 
ositions when it could not be known what those propositions were. 

It is stated by Findlsy, that the day after the announcement of the 
arrival of the commissionem, the Piesldent's proclamation and the orders 
to call out the raHitia, reached the place, and weie made known. Itseifoel 
was unfavorable— it seemed only to displease the people, already too mveh 
excited, and inereased the difficulty of bringing them to reason. It was 
but the day before that Gallatin expressed his surprise that any one 
should suppose that the military would be called out by the government ! 

It was now moved, that the time of meeting of the standing committee 
should be fixed. It was agreed that it should be fixed by themselves. 

The standing committee met and appointed the second day of Septem- 
her, and the place Brownsville, on the Monongahela. Th^ chose the 
committee of conference of twelve, three from each county, and these 
fixed the time of conference with the commissioners, the 20th«of Aogost, 
the place Pittshnigh. 

The committee ^otm/erenm, which had ihvsbeen doabl^-distiUed fron 
the mob of depudss, contained, as had been expected by Mr. Qlnekeii- 
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ridge, a decided majority — almost an unanimity in favor of submiasioa to 
the government. The whole power of the assembly being merged in the 
standing committee and committee of conference, the three resolutions 
adopted by the assembly were lost sight of, and were no longer regarded of 
any consequence ; and it mattered little in what terms expressed, either 
in those of Marshall, or in the diplomatic phrase of Oallatin. They had 
served to let off the surplus steam, and that sufficed for the moment. 

The eommittee of conference consisted of the following membexSi vis. 
Metm. John Kirkpatriek, John Sneth «id John Powers, for Westmora* 
kBd; Dsvid BndiMy Jsqms Manhsll and James Bdgsr, for Washing- 
ton } Bdward CSooky Albert Gallatin and James Lang, for layette; Thos. 
Morton, John B. 0. Loess and H. H. Braekenridge, for Allegheny. 
Three other g€»Uemen ftom Ohio eonnty, Virginia, united with the ahoTO 
named; they were^ Messrs. Bohert Stevenson, William M'Kinley and 
WflHam Sontberiand. Col. Cook was chosen chairman of the committee. 

" The point was now gained, to which I have always looked forward — 
the point where the foot was to be fixed in order to make an open stand 
against the insurrection." This was Mr. Brackeoridge's language to Mr. 
Ross, as he stepped from the circle after carrying the committee of con- 
ference. "There is a basis now laid from which we can act: to this 
point I have always looked forward, not expecting oommissioneis from 
the government to commissionen on our part, holding out an amnesty, 
whieh I took to be the great secret of composing the disturbance. Until 
that appeared, the^di^osition of those involved would lead them to out 
throats to support themselves; and the whole eoantry, eonseions that 
ersry man had in some degree oontribated, by words or notions, to pro- 
dnoe that mental oppositiott to the law whieh had terminated in actual 
Ibiee, eonld not reeonoile it to their feelings to abandon those who had 
seted with preoipttation in the late iostsnoss. But, an amnesty being 
^ven, these could say to their countrymen, You are now on the same 
ground with us — ^stop, we will go no farther! I considered the appoint- 
ment of commissioners on the part of the government as a pledge of am- 
nesty, though I had yet no information of their power. I, therefore, saw 
longer to be a for the country to get out j and now the conduct ought no 
the way clear concealment of the intentions, and half way aoquiesoenoe, 
bnt an explicit avowal of opinion. ^ 

On this principle, I took the first opportunity I had with Marshall 
and Bradford, and it was in the presenoe of one of the committee, be> 
tm any eonlbienee with the eommissioners» to inform them of my real 
aentimenti with regard to the violationa of the law whioh had taken 
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place, and partiouhirly with regard to thorn in which i^ey had fteen tmpl^ 
cated — the intercepting the mail and the rendezvous at Braddock's Fuld. 
Bradford looked red and angry ; Marshall, pale and affected/' 

These men, especially Bradford, could not forgive the being treated 
like children by the person they supposed they had half converted and 
enlisted in their designs, whatever they might be. The vanity of Brad- 
ford was offended, and the advice given him to cease opposition to the 
government and submit to its authorityi was thrown away. With Mar- 
shall ii was different, and from that moment he acted with the friends of 
the government with siiicerity ; but, such 10 hwium aatniQi ^eiiahed eiver 
afiter in his heart an nnkindlj feeling, to use no stranger ezpiesnoa, 
toward his adviser. It has been asked, why did not Mr. Btaekenzidgo 
address them in this manner at the opening of the assembly? If he 
had done fiO| he would have had no ioflnenee over them, and if ihey had 
listened to him, they would have lost aU inflnenoe ow the assembled 
deputies. He found it neoessaiy to use them as the instruments for indi- 
rectly controlling that body, and effecting the transfer of power, first to 
the sixty, and tlicn to the twelve. And it may be uskcd, what injury ■ 
was done to those men beyond the niortilication of vanity and pride? 
None — but a real, though no flattering benetit, was couierred by opening 
a door for them to escape ; and at the same time the momentous object of 
a pacification of the country was accomplished. No oonfidenee was vie* 
lated, for none had been reposed in Mr. Brackenridge. 

What would have been the consequenoe if the pernicious measures of 
Bradford had not been baffled, and a direct vote defeated on his proposi* 
tion to prepare for war, oolieot arms, magasines, and organise a military 
foree? There is no doubt an armed opposition would have been set on 
foot; and possibly an army of riflemen would have oeoupied the passes of 
the mountains, while the people of the oonntiee of Bedford, Franklin and 
Cumberland, almost as much ezated as those in the west, with much lefls 
cause, would have harrassed the rear of a force sent to subdue the insur- 
gents, as soon as they entered the defiles of the Allegheny, where neither 
cavalry nor artillery could be employed to advautaj^e. The war once 
begun against the excise law, who could tell where it would end '( Ken- 
tucky and Western \'irgiaia shared the same feeling, and at the time were 
bound by slender ties to the States of the Atlantic. There were men who 
had already conceived the idea of a western confederacy, embracing the 
magnificent region which now forms the body of the American empire. 
The hostile feeling of Great Britain and Spain would eagerly embraoe the 
opportunity of dismembering the Union, of whose future, if preservud. 
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tliey already entertained a jnat conception. The riae and progiew of tbe 
yoang giant republic waa i^^ed with extreme jealousy and dislike by 
those powers. Here Is a subject for deep reflection; and when thus 

vie^yed, the Western Insurrection might have swelled into an importance 
equal to that of our war with Great Britian. It waa regarded by Wash- 
ington in that light. It is true, there was the army of Wayne on the 
frontier — but its supplies could have been cut oflf, and in case ^f domestic 
war, many of the soldiers would desert rather than fight against their 
countrymen. We should have, at least, witnessed those demoralizing 
dissensions and unhappy divisions^ which have prevented all steady pro- 
gress in the republics of South America. It is fortunate that no one pos- 
sessed of abilities and daring held tbe position of Bradford at this crisis 
—HMnne bold spirit, actuated by a criminal ambition, and regardless of 
consequences. It was well that Washington was so fully aliTC to the 
momentous dangers which threatened the Union, and called out a suffi- 
cient force ''to crush to atomsy" at once, every particle of rebellion; and/ 
it is still more fortunate, that there were men of patriotism and talents in 
the West^ with so large a proportion of enlightened and virtuous citizens, 
who were enabled to arrest the growth of the insurrection, eyen before 
the march of that army, and which, joined to the wise and humane policy 
of Washington, had rendered it unnecessary. 

A very incorrect account is given by Findley of the proceedings of the 
assembly. He either did not comprehend them, or was influenced by his 
prejudices against Mr. Brackenridgo, and his desire to exalt Gallatin at 
his expense. Why did he not pursue the report of Mr. lirackenridge in 
the Incidents," while it was before him, aod which is minute, clear and 
consistent? He would thus have avoided the gross blunders, which any 
one may see by comparing his "History" with the detail which has 
been here faithfully given from the "Incidents." 

Bradford complained that Mr. Brackenridge had not given him his 
confidence at an early period. On this, the latter exclaims,^ " Heigh, in* 
deed ! Give my confidence to a man who had gone on to the commission 
of high crimes, and had a mob at his command ! But did I not speak 
plainly at Brownsville? Surely he had my confidence there, for all the 
meeting had it ; and yet, he answered me with all the pomp that his idea 
of superiority over me, in the possession of the public confidence, could 
inspire; and if he insulted me after our negotiations with the commis- 
sioners, what would he not have done at an earlier period, when he had 
thoee at bis back, who, having no amnesty to which they could look for- 

* Incidents, IL p. 47. 
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ward, would be disposed to take the most degpeiito resolutions in fegurd 
to all who differed from fthem ? I did qteak u booq m it was pvndeat to 
do it ; that is, in the oonunittoe of confereooe at Pittabni^b." 

TIm most disgusting epithets baTe been applied to Mr. Braokenridge 
bj N. B. Ciaigy wbo avows bis hereditary jn-^'udieee against bim, and 
among other terms, applies that of *'eold*blooded, ealedating villain/' in 
referenee to bis skillfkd ooms at Bubinsen's Ferry. The writer of ibis» 
although viewing this impotent malignity with the indignation it is cal- 
culated to excite, can safely plead the vindication of his father on the 
motive in view, and the object accompliahed by him, which must com- 
mand the gratitude of every honest man, of every friend of humanity and 
of his country. He must go farther, and unhesitatingly declare that his 
case is one of the most extraordinary in history, of great services remain- 
ing not only unacknowledged, bat even denounced as oiiminal by a few 
malignant individuals. But it so happens, that the most irresistable 
testimony is contained in the Appendix to the Incidents/' from men 
whose TSraeilj and impartiality eannot be doubted for a moment, and 
wbieb annihiktcs all the insinnationsy slanders and vnlgar epithets of his 
enemies, at wbatever period. Ko one having the feelings of eommon 
hoqesty, or a sin^^ oharaeterisftio of the gentleman^ ean indoise sneh 
language, after reading the testimonials of Mesns. Boss, Wilkins, Addison^ 
Pnirianoe, Hoge, Reddtek, Soott, and many otbeis, who speak tnm Inti- 
mate and personal knowledge. With Mr. Ross he was on terms of close 
contidence during the whole of the insurrection; his letter, which will be 
placed in the note to this chapter, completely covers the whole ground. 
It will be followed by those of Judge Addison, Senator Hoge, Mr. Scott 
and Judge Lucas — the others have been placed at the end of different 
chapters, as they seemed more partionlarly to relate to the subjeotfi narra- 
ted in them.* 

*Tiie vindication of bis father's memory, it is hoped, will not be regarded by the 
geueroas reader as incompatible with his obligations as a truthful and honest his- 
torian. 
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NOT£S TO CHAPTER YII. 



Letter addrwed to Jamet Rou, and 
Seply. 

"Sik: — I take the liberty of making 
to you » few 4|««ri«t Mlfttitro to myself, 
in flM tnuuMtioBB of tlio Iftto inMme- 
tioniB this oomiti7,yoiiroiiiir0r to wliidi 
vill oblige me^ 

**l8t. Were yoa not in the town of 
Washington at the time of the return of 
individuals to that place, who had been 
at the meeting at Mingo Creek; and 
what was the impression whioh seemed 
to have been made on their minds with 
respect to what was said by me at the 
meeting; was it that of having supported 
or ovaM the propositimi of Bradford, 
and the maMMires propoaod by the more 
▼idontf 

'•2d. At what pdnt of tbo burinew 
did yon come fbrward, and was present 
in the committee of battalions at Brad- 
dock's Field ; and what was the impres- 
sion on your mind with reepect to my 
conduct in the cases of Neyille, Qibson 
and Craig ; and what do you recollect, 
or was your impression with respect to 
ovr engagement, I mean those of the 
oommittoo from Fittoborgh, with regard 
to Abraham Kirl^atriok and otfaora that 
had been avat away ; did wo not pledge 
ovr persoiie for theira, that th€{y had 
gone and would not retam ; and did not 
this stipulation appear to you to be the 
result of necessity at that juncture to 
allay the rage of the people against the 
town on account of these persons ? 

'«8d. Shortly after the day of Brad- 
dock's Field, do you recollect my stating 
to you the deUeaey of my situation, and 
wleh to extrioate myself from it; that I 
had thought of proearing myadf to be 
■ent to the Bzooiitiv% on behalf of tho 



people of Pittsburgh, to represent their 
situation and the motives of their con- 
duct ; and having done this, not to re* 
turn; and that with tUa ^w, I wished 
you to ionnd lome prinelpal pereona, 
and eee whether it would eeem that I 
eovld bo ao appointed; and did yon not 
give me information afterward, that yoa 
had sounded, and found an unwillingnesa 
that I should leave the town or the coun- 
try, but rather remain, in order to awust 
in ways of our general safety ? 

•'4th. Before the election of delegates 
for the town of Pittsburgh to the meet- 
ing at Parkinson's Ferry, did I not 
ezpreiB to yon detiwaination of not 
snffering name to be mentioned as a 
delagate» reeoUeeting with what dif- 
fteolty I had aztrieated njM at the 
Mingo meeting-house; thai it would be 
better, in order to save appeaxanees on 
the part of the town, to let some person 
go forward who would not be expected 
to speak, or take any conspicuous part 
in the business ; was it not rather your 
opinion, that it was a turning point in 
the business to get forward as many as 
posilbie of moderation, addreei» abili^ 
and inflnenee, in order to parry the 
deaperate meaaorea tiiat mi|^t be pro* 
poaed; and did you no4 uadertaha to go 
to Waahington, and aeeomplieh ae fhr aa 
in your power, the proouring persons to 
be elected of that description ; and was 
it not on this ground that I acquiesood 
and changed my determination ? 

'*6th. At the meeting at Parkinson's 
Ferry, did I not explain to you the plan 
I had devised, whloh was that of aond* 
ing oommiasionera to theBmsntiTe ; and 
did not I then show you an addreaa I had 
ptepaved to the Fieiidenl> muh aa I 
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thought the pacq^e would be willing to 
■Mid; th»t the commissioners sent would 
expose the real situation of the conntry, 
and devise measures for the pacification 
of it ; and did I not suggest to you that 
the obtaining an amnesty for wliat was 
done, would be Vhe means — those that 
were desper&te, frdm a mom of the 
Tieletioii of the law* feeiiig then * prot- 
peot of nlMj, or * way of gettlsf out; 
and did you not, with mj ooneent, take 
this addzeia to read over, and ahow to 
the eoflumifleioners, as it would glre them 
the same information whioh waa in- 
tended for the President' 

"0th. At Parkinson's Ferry, towar l 
the close of the business, at what was 
considered a delicate crisis, when it was 
agitated whether the commissioners who 
had been aaneiueed as hating avrlTod, 
■honld come Horward to the people tibere 
preaent, or a dalegntlon to be anade of 
peraona to eooftr with them at a aepasate 
plaoe; and waa it not oonsidered by us, 
that the eomiag finrward there would be 
fatal, as whatever propositions were 
brought forward would at this instant 
be rejected by the multitude ; and when 
several speakers of the moderate descrip- 
tion seem^ to hare failed in advocating 
a separate couference, was I not called 
upon by you, and addreaaed in these 
.worda, 'Thia ia the turning point; yon 
mnat now apeak.' I had a oonaiderable 
time before that left the oirele, and waa 
walking at some cBatanoe frnm the crowd. 
Did I not inform yon that I despaired of 
it, so many others having spoken in vain; 
you said I could do it. Did I not then 
come forward, and with great difficulty 
acomplish it, and returning to you from 
the crowd, say, ' The point is now gained ; 
there is a ground whereon to eetabUsh 
peacet* 

*<7th. miat, in general, ia yoor im- 
prearion of my aeal in aooompliahittg the 
point I had in view, of aerving the people 



by saving them witti the government; . 
and at the same time aerving the gOTwm- 

ment with them.* 

"You may, if you please, annex your 
answers to these queries^ or answer the 
substance in a letter. 

I am, your humble servant, 

HuoH U. BRAOKRirnnMia. 
11th April, 1796.** 

"PimnuBOS, 11th April, 1795. 
Bib— Want of time before yon leave 
thia plaoe, prevents me fh>m answering 
yonr queries of this day so fully as I 
could wish, but I shall endeavor to state 
as concisely as possible, my recollection 
of the facts to which they are pointed. 

♦*I lived at Washington at the time 
General Neville's house waa destroyed, 
and during the time of the late dlftorb- 
aneea. On the return of tiie WaaUng- 
ton gentlemen tnm the Mingo Oreek 
meeting, I nnderatood f^om them that a 
propoaal had been made in the meetings 
that those guilty of the outrage should 
be supported by force against all at> 
tempts to punish them, and this had been 
warmly advocated by some of the Wash- 
ington people ; but that you were of a 
different opinion, and had stated that in 
all probability the government might be 
induced to forgive it, and that a eombi* 
natiim of thia aort would involve the 
whole oonntry, and oblige government 
to take notioe of thoae who had tmna> 
greaaed. Thia meeting ended by a pro- 
posal to have a more general one from 
the four counties west of the mountaina, 
in Pennsylvania, and a<» I understood, 
the western counties of Virginia were 
to be notified to attend on the 14th of 
August, at Parkinson's Ferry. Before 
this day arrived the mall was robbed, 
several obnozlons letters were found in 

* « To speak the truth to the king in the hearing 
of the people, and to the people in the bewiiig of 
tlMkias.' 
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it; ft prq)Mt for tftkiag the public arms, 
ftmmamtion and stores at Pittsburgh was 
set on foot ; this plan also embraoed the 

seizing and punishing in an exemplary 
manner, the writers of those letters, 
who were called traitors to their country ; 
and the militia were called to assemblo 
at Braddock's Field, and to march from 
tliMMe to Pittabargli. 

** The naanw of titose pvbliolj «l«iM»im- 
oed la Waihiagton In pmcBot of llio 
troopo, (who wwo htfitoihig whothtor 
they would march or not,) were Thomas 
Butler, Abraham Siilqpatrick, John Gib- 
son, James Brison and Edward Day. 
When the troops were assembled at Brad- 
dock's Field, a large committee was ap- 
pointed to consider and fiettle what 
should be done. This committee sat for 
a long time, and the soldiers became 
daokoroai tot ft uftreh to Pltttborgh. 
Attiiis tine leune to the eommitleoy who 
were ftt loino digtaaoe from the nieln 
bocly* I then leamed that the deelgn 
of attaeUng the fort was abandoned; 
that the committee had resolved to peti- 
tion the President for the removal of 
Col. Butler from the command of the 
fort; that they had ordered the ))ani5h- 
ment of Major Kirkpatrick, Mr. Brison 
and Mr. Day; and they were taking the 
question whether GoL Neville and Gen- 
efftl Gibson ihoald not be baidBhed. 
JohnWilkins nod you made a proposal 
to poatpone their baaiahment until the 
meeting of the 14th of Angoat; bnttfaie 
was negatiTed. I am not certain whether 
tiiiB propoBftl was eonfined to these last 
named gentlemen, or extended to all, 
but rather think Neville and Gibson only 
included. One of the committee then 
denounced Major Craig for having said 
he would keep an inspection oihce in his 
own hoose, rather than the excise law 
•honld be defteted. A good deal waa 
tiid on this sol^eot ; his ejq^abion was 
at last prevented by n proposal of yonis^ 
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that a petition dioidd be sent to General 
Knox for his removal. It being very 
questionable whether Butler would not 
protect him in fort as belonging to the 
army ; and at all events the public busi- 
ness would suffer from the want of a proper 
person to take care of the military stores. 
This was agreed to. The time within 
whieh the haaiahed men mast depart 
was liied, and passports allowed them. 
The Plttaborgh committee now were 
eaUed upon to pledge themaolvea far the 
fall ezeoution of the reseSatlons, whieh 
they did ; but whether their own persons 
were pledged or not, I do not recollect. 
After this was settled, one of the Wash- 
ington members rose and proposed that 
the troops should march home through 
Pittsburgh, and that they should all go 
in a body, professing his belief that they 
wooU do no harm, and stating that tiie 
news of the live thousand men having 
marehed throogh that phwe» wooM etrike 
terror into the minds of all below, who 
might dream of ponlahing any tiling 
that had been done. From the first of 
the meeting at Braddock's Field until 
this time, it had been my opinion that 
we could prevail on the troops to go 
home from thence ; but finding a major- 
ity of the committee for marching to 
town, I doubted of the praotioability of 
preventing them, aad it waa eridenlty 
the beat poli^ te earry the wsiU diapoaed 
along with the vloleait in order to eon- 
trol them. 

" This was the opisioii ef aU the well 
disposed part of the persona anncimhiiwi 
there, and accordingly the unarmed, as 
well as the armed, were put in the ranks 
and proceeded to Pittsburgh. These ex- 
pulsions, and this march, was the result 
of the meeting at Braddock's Field ; and 
nothing but the apparent eoneert of the 
Vlttsbnrgh people to aU tiiase maasnrea 
eonld have saved their pioperly from. nt> 
tsr deetraotion. Almost all the inhab-> 
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itnli 9t the town were at the Field, 
and expressed their despair of saying 
the town, proTidft<l th« insurgents march- 
ed into it. Yoa exerted yourself amongst 
others to the utmost in order to prevent 
this measure. But wheu it was resolved 
on, ia mj opinion, no person who wished 
tt« mt§if plM«» hmM «itli«r 

km of fMU At WMMk teMb or 
§mt ho— lh» jBBBiifcli ani wiUdtaf** 
■id pari af tka mmafa. 

*<The facto ■■■tiiaii is yvw tUfd, 
fourth, fifth tmd lixth qnerioi an, to 
the beet of my reoollaetioii, eorreotly 
stated. I may forget words; btit the 
impressions made on mo, and sentiments 
expressed by you, are substantially as 
there stated; and it would be only a 
waste of time to repeat the MTeral sub* 
Jevte there elhuM tt, I mw many 
■ ktM ed Mid aazloMS Ihv tiM anlSety of 
Mr mnlij, iw the re eiitiMlribwiMrt 
of «he govoRiMt^ Md who i«|>ini 
an abherrenoe of att <h«ft was doing. I 
thought none of them nste iirionnlj eo 
than yourself ; and when you came as a 
committee man to settle the terms of 
submission, I am persuaded there is none 
will deny that you exerted yourself to 
get every reasonable oonoessLon on the 
pert of the gOTefsuaent ia favor of your 



Lemt ii 4fr. John Hogt* 
"WAiBiiraTOX, Feb. 16th, 1795. 
"Sir — I received your letter of the 
Idth instant, and have no doubt but that 
you are untitled, at least, to a full state- 
ment by letter, of your expressions to 
me in Pittsburgh ; but I much doubt the 
propriety of velaaiarily going b o f o ti % 
magiitrate, and maUiig a dopoiitieft oa 
theaoliileet AadaaH Si aa«ite»-jvdl« 
olal bnoiaiii, I ptiaama m magiahrata 
wUleall OS me by suhpoana £Mr the par- 
pose. 

"I know well jon have enemies, and 
believe they are my friends. I reppect 
them and rejcard you. It is not for me, 
therefore, ou the one hand, by a volun- 
tary act of mine, to lose ray friends, or 
wound their fe^ings, even though the/ 
be jvoat oaamiae; nor on th« othw haad^ 
to retaia their MoMlihip» hj wiihhold- 



«<I1mU7, ilr, Vim% ia 
OB Bj ala^ ftMa aaj part of jovB.aoB- 



dMt in the late dktarhaMoe, wUeh I 

haTe BOOB, nor ft>om anything I hare 
heard you say, that attempted in aaj, 

instance to inflame the minds of any of 
the people against an individual, or to 
turn the foroe of othm against a priTate 



I am, laTp yours, &e. 

JaMBi Boaa.*' * 

•The ancestors of Mr. RasB nettled In thf sanio 
neighborhood with those of Mr. BrackeimdgB, iu 
Teikeimnty, PonuiylvaaU, and those of M'MJllaD 



OaaoDflburg, teaching the flnt daarical school 

the ministry; but afterwanl resolved to study law, 
aad Mr. Brackenridge furouhed him copies of 
Reeveni tUstory, sad of Blackitone, brought ta hb 
Mtddle-bags, on his way to Washington court. He 
aftenmrd g»ve him letters tn Philnflelphla, where 
Row oomptoted Mudiee; after which he eooa 
rasB to disUnelloii la fhs West; nacried a ladj of 
fortuM^ MMI deToted himself chiefly to politics. 
He b*M*ame one of the Federal leaders in the S'>nate 
of the United States. He was a splendid man; 
grant aa enOM^ la the Beasts eoi at the bsr. 
He was a truly great man. Wa^hiogt^n appointed 
him one of the commissioners to the insurgents ; 
here he met Mr. Brackenridge, u o^otiator fi>r 

to Mr. TJrarkcnridjje, when the latter was expoeed 
to flaiae accuaations, and but for him, would prob> 
ably have been carried a priaoner to PhOaddphla. 
There is the greater merit t>r (llii, whea 11 Is eoiH 

sidered that hts hrothpr-ln-!aw and ^N^<»om friend, 
General Woodt, and Mr. Bmdtanridge were bitter 



*llr. Hoge was at this time in the Pennsylvania 
Senatp, a particular friend of Col. Neville, nn 1 an 
ardent Bopporter of the Federal administratioii. 
Hswai a fwllsaHHi ef tetany of Aa* ehaiaalsr, 

and splendid talents. He wrote with the elegance 
of a Junius. His character for manly indepen- 
dence waa ramaiiEable. The testimony of such a 
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ing Ml Mt of StMttt firam ym* t Iwrt , 

therefore, determined to do no more on 
either side than ilriet jQilioo, which 
•will be effected by answering yonr letter. 
If any man donbts my words, I presume 
he would not respect my oath; and I 
flatter myself that all who know me, 
irill doubt neither. 

**I recollect perfectly, that on flie day 
I tiiiiilc fifovlow td mbAvobm btteg 
optnod, betwMi the wmuHmUmtin «b 
the pftrt of Iho Unitod BMm tad «k« 
eommitteo sppoistod 1^ tlw deluded 
people, I eaiered irithont rmenre into a 
short oouTersation with you, relative to 
the situation of the western country. 
Your sentiments, I recollect fully, co- 
incided with mine on that occasion. One 
sentiment of yours struck me aa strongly 
characteristic of your opinion, whioh 
WM, <tbftt if ike derigns (tT iaaHdwkb, 
er the otoCiiMiy 0f the airitltttde, ilioiild 
pivfeai rabniMioii to the ge y e ta a wt, 
70m were detenaiBed to leeve the eoui- 
tiy; ftet the consequent saerite of 
your property should not influence you ; 
that the sacrifice wo«ld probably be but 
temporary; for that obedience would, 
and ought to be enforced ; that govern- 
ment had the power, nnd, no doubt, 
would exert it on that occasion.' One 
of ns moiUoBed Hm aeooMlty of indaoing 
Mr. Bndfted to eomply with the torms 
whieh alight be proposed hf the eovi- 
niasloBeM. I loggested the ptepile^ 
ef the Vie of jmt iofloeBee with hhn. 
Ton doubted whether yon had any; and 
aaid» the only way you ever could man- 
age him, was by preternlint^ to anticipate 
his opinions, and thus persuade him to 
eome into measures as his own, than 
which nothing could be more foreign to 
hia thoughts ; but that you would leave 
no means nnsssayed, to elint • change 
of fafa mind. 

<« It eannot he oipeoted that I ahoiild 
now give the weidi ef onr e oBfew a to i 
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without oeeaaieB ; hot I am penuisd I 

iHive given the ideas. The bdief that 
yon were directly or indirectly concerned 
in the late insurrection, can only be 
entertained by those, who, from the dis- 
tance from the scene of action, have been 
imposed upon by misrepresentations, and 
have therefore formed conclusioas upon 
itt-foimdcd premiias} or by yonr ene- 
■riea» wheee prejndlesa have totally pre- 
vented ia<|«ii7. 

<*lhe da»gsie*a and napepvlar pari I 
took in the lato iasnnreetion, and the 
detestation I entertain for all those 
defamatory societies, whioh have for 
their object the dissemination of jea- 
lousies against the government; and 
whioh, I have no doubt, contributed 
greatly (perhaps undesignedly,) to the 
late dishonorable insurrection, are, I 
hope, sofloiiDt pledges ef the troth ef 
tUa atotoawl, tnm when it it nade to 
Amot of yoBf who vifmlBBate^ hgr toi#* 
lepresentoilea, er partfal e tot a n ato of 
facts, have incurred the diaplaaaare> or 
at least the suspicion of govenOHllt. 
I am, sir, -with respect, 

Your obedient servant, 

JoHx Hoai*" 

XiMr ^ M0§ Additm, 

<'Sin: — I have received your letter 
daairing me to atato to ym mj haew* 
ledge of year ifBtiBMto and eondnet 
respeotiag the adeptton of the Mend 
oonstitatkm ; and to ototo also whethor 
I have disoovered fhMn yea aaj idea ef 
overthrowing it ; or hare aaj TOftOOn to 
believe that you advised or eonntenanoed 
any illegnl opposition to the excise law; 
or had any concern in exciting or sap* 
porting the late disturbances. 

" In malciog this statement as sincerely 
and as eandidlj as I oan, I shall speak 
from my observattoB of yonr eondnet in 
aa aeqaaintaaee of sere than alae years, 
and in yonr eonpaay in eootol and Ih- 
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miliitf conreraation at the courts of this 
circuit within almost the whole of that 
time ; from my confidence that your con- 
Tersation on political subjects is frank 
and sincere ; and from my opportunity j 
of learning the opinion entertained of ' 
71m by tlie judges, mj a g ioc ia t fct , and 
olbir respeoteU* citiittt la tiM mpao- 
tife MvntiM of this riieait. 

MYonr appfobfttioB of tho Federal 
oonstiinttoa, from its publioation, and 
JGOr «urtioiiS to incline the minds of 
the people toward it, and promote its 
adoption, are notorious. Since its adop- 
tion, I believe that you haTe constantly 
retained your respect and attachment to 
it ; and i know nothing to induce any 
suspicion of your conoeiTing any idea of 
OTortlifOwing it. 

«*U is impoMiUo for wUhoiit «ra- 
aiag all mj impreorioai of your ohais 
ioter and oondnet, to rappooo that jw. 
•ver adviBod or countenanced any illegal 
opposition to the excise law; I think 
your sense of civil duty strong and ac- 
curate, and believe you incapable of sug- 
gesting or approving any unlawful act. 

*' During the disturbances here, until 
the first conference with the commis- 
aioners at Pittaburgh, I was absent ftrom 
this oooBti^. At tho tino of tliat ooa* 
fvooaok yon tfaort ezprened to mo the 
vtinoot dii^pfobatioii of tho proeading 
acts of tiolonoov and ngrot for thoir 
effects; your perfect satisfaction with 
the terms proposed by the commissioners, 
as the best that could be offered, and 
your resolution to exert every endeavor 
to iuduce the people to accept them; 
and if you should fail — to leave this 
country. I am persuaded that you spoke 
yonmiiiid; all your s nb so qmnt eondaot, 
so fiw as I oaa mdtirBtaad, (and I know 
amoh of i^) vniflniDly oomspoiidod 
with those dsolarations; siMf / btU nt e 
you emfribuUd gnatfy to tin rettonUiom 
^ flMM and cMI juimaiiiMi is lUc 



Uy, It must be supposed, that the out- 
rages which had been committed would 
be frequent subjects of conversation ; 
hut I have never heard from any man of 
understanding, information, and impartialr 
itxfy lhal you had any participation m tht 
guUt of ikmL 

<«Tho imputation of this to you was 
wsttsr of smpiise to mo; and I am 
pofsnadsd that It arose tnm Igvioraaoe 
and adsooBoeptioii of your motiTSOt or 
from prejudioou 

I anit sir, yours, &c. 

Alsxajidba Adoisom." 

After reading the foregoing letters, 
and those of General Wilkias, H. Tur- 
viance, Judge Lucas, and many others of 
the ttltt import, or oooflBed to psrtioiilar 
Instanoosi It must osrtsialy eielte astoB- 
Ishment is the reader, greater than the 
sorpvise of Jndge Addlso% that Ur. 
Braokenridge should haTO eome nnder 
the suspicion of the gOTSmment, or that 
a participation in the insurrection should 
even be imputed to him by any individ- 
ual — that he should have been subjected 
to an examination by Secretary Harail- 
ton, and compelled to vindicate iiis ia- 
nocenoe by the publioation of nomerons 
deooments, and a general narrative of 
the inoidsnte of the Insiuneetionl It is, 
if posaiUo, stiU men astonishing that 
at the dialanoe of half a eentoiy, his 
descendants ha?e been oompelled to re- 
state his case, and r^odnce his evi- 
dence, to repel slanders, renewed in a form 
of ten-fold malignity, which it was sup- 
posed he had lived down ; or at least, 
that it was rectified by time, the great 
corrector of error. Buti it is an iubtanoe 
to show tho wonderftd vitality of alsnder 
and malignant misref ra se n ta ti o n . It 
seems almesi Immorlal eriiih it ont n 
thousand times, and it will still some to 
life^ while there Is * hnman bosom in 
whieh melignity and lUsehoed hold their 
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ikbode. It is eyen more astonishing, tlMt I 
one pretending to the high functions of I 
a historian, like Hildreth, in a grave ' 
production, having the ambitioug title of 
a "History of the United States," should 
attempt to revive these obsolete slanders, 
when he had before him the Incidents 
Hi the W«tMii IiMnusistimly'* containing 
the doovrntnts now re-pvbliahed 1 Thftt 
N. B. Cntig* the deeaeBdeni ef the Ne- 
villes and Onigv, ehoiild hmw Mailed 
himself of Hildroth's disreputable pages, 
as the foundation of hia own vile insinoa- 
tions and falsehoods, is not surprisinp- 
There was a Bettle<l enmitj on the part 
of the "Neville connection" against Mr. 
Brackenridge; and although the fire vras 
smothered down for a time, it broke out 
at length in the mianamed ** History of 
Pittsburgh," after the lapse of two gen- 
eratioos, and thftt iie has been attsmpted 
to be rendered ioiMortall Thfttenui^ 
hid its origin in sosMthing besides the 
ezoise law. It is due to truth and justice 
that it should be exposed; it is neces- 
sary, although painful and unpleasant. 

The character given by N. B. Craig 
of his relative Major Kirkpatrick, might 
prepare the reader for what the author 
of this work is about to relate. About 
two yean befove tlie insarrectieiif It be- 
eeme the ptofessioBel dmty of Mr. Breok- 
euidie to iastitnte proeeediags against 
Xirkpatriok, to eenpel liim to btlag beck 
a free colored woman, named Ere, whom 
he had sent off to Sentucky, and either 
sold into slavery or intended to sell. 
The cause was prosecuted with energy, 
and the defendant held so firmly in the 
grip of the law, that he was compelled 
to bring the woman back and restore her 
to fteedem. Kirkpatrick was foriona, 
aad tlunatsnad assaasinaliftii t ' «M*'i hi« 
bvolher>ia-law, Qenenl Nefille* and per- 
haps Oraifb entered warmly into 
his feelings. It was a snijeci peeoliarly 
ealcniated to flDoito the angiMr of the eld 



Virginian, and his Maryland brother-in- 
law. The grandson of Gen. Neville is 
now one of the ultra abolitionists of the 
country, the very opposite of his ances- 
tor ! Kirkpatrick, armed with a blud- 
geon, came suddenly on Mr. Bracken- 
ridge, while sitting carelessly under the 
shade of some tress, on the bank of the 
riTcr. The blow missed his liead, bat 
fell on his left shonlder, tnm which he 
nerer entirely rscoTcred. They seized 
each ot|ier, and rolled down the bank, 
but were almost immediately separated. 
A prosecution was pending for this, du- 
ring the insurrection ; and it was in 
reference to it, that at BradJock'e Field 
he said ho would rather keep Kirkpatrick, 
in order to prosecute him according to 
law, and whioh was nndsntood by the 
insorgents as referring to the attack on 
NcTille's hense. The wiitsr of this, 
then only tsn years old, was preesnt at 
the trial in the old taTcm conrt in Pitts- 
burgh. He saw the round drops of sweat 
roll down Kirkpatrick's face, as his 
father lashed him with terrific sever- 
ity. The writer had crawled just to 
the foot of the bench, where sat Judges 
Yates and Smith, and (according to the 
etiquette not then obsolete, of inviting 
old and Tsspeetoble oitisens to take a 
seat with the Judges,} where also sat 
Oeneial Neville; and he heard him ssj, in 
a whisper, to Tatss^ **Ia Virginia, in a 
case of this kind, we would impose a 
fine of five shillings." The Judges, no 
doubt, dined that day with one of the 
Neville connection, a practice continued 
long afterward, and which Mr. Bracken- 
ridge, when appointed to the bench, con- 
demned in no measured terms. True to 
his profession, he never would acccjpt an 
invitation to dine ont while on the cii^ 
colt, and which was, no donbt, set down 
as one of hit tecenirieUUf, Mi^or Craig 
had also his partlcalar oanse of offense 
fkom bsiag made tiie bntt of ridicole 
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hj Mr. BrackemUge, <m TifWll oooa- | ware in-rited at large to mttit and take 

sions. It was even said, by some, but [ in consideration the ctrcnmstances 
very erroneously, that he was intended j the coxintry; that some talked of a sep- 
to be represented in the character of i aration from the Union, others thought 
Teague O'Regan, in his satirical pro- of other measures to be adopted. Upon 



doctton, "Modern Chivalry." The read- 
tr will BOW be M BO law lor Ike key 
to tko tUUim^ omI foaoemi eomity of 
tke Keville ooaMoOoa «o the "iMor- 
gent" BnokeBffMlge. 

Affidavit of Judge Lucas. * 



which account so giTen Mr. Braoken« 
ridge by tiiii depeneiit, he appeared to 
be highly displeaaed, aad oririag «kio 
peuBtwkosighlbotlMleedvlB «Us 
^jilem of feUnn, tbis depoaent amjm 
hooBewered kin, that ke^ lUe Mid dop^ 
BOBi^'lMid been told that eereral lawyetrs 
•*That on the 13th or 14th of last July ' were amongst the Iwiders ; to which Mr. 
(1794), being lately returned home from | Brackenridge replied, that he supposed 
a voyage which he had undertaken^to the I those lawyers must be trivial ones, prob« 



Illinois country, Hugh Henry Brack- 
enridge, attorney-at-law, living in Pitta- 
burgh, Allegheny county, State of Penn- 
^Inuiio, eeiM to bia beoee, being one or 
twedajB belbfo tbo flffl riot hod token 
pkoe at QeBwol Kofillo'e bowe^ OBd oe 
it WM the flnt ItaM tUa depoaoot bad 
aeen Mr. Brackearidgo abioe kis arrival, 
a miscellaay of news, reciprocally given, 
soon became the whole topic of their con- 
Tersation. This deponent perfectly re- 
members, that among other things, ho 



ably shifting in that manner to obtain 
some notice from the public. Tbis de« 
poaent Airtiier says, that he toid Mr. 
BraokeBiidgo ho had haaid ef aatBeal 
hnvyen, diathigniibed bgr their tteto, 
who were at the head ef theae eoaaiit* 
teae, aad aiaoj other peraona uf good 
standing ia Kentucky; wkiok Mr. Braok« 
enridge appeared to wonder at greatly, 
and BeeTnirp' to sink into himself with 
great cmcern, in a deep reflection, for a 
little while, this deponent says, he soon 



mentioned to Mr. Brackenridge, that expressed himself in the following man- 



while he was passing through Kentucky, 
he had heard tiiat numbers of people in 
that 8toto were diaploaaad at the een- 
dnot of the Fedeial goveiBBMBt toward 
Ihaai ; that aeforal eoannitteea bad beam 
held there, and had akeady weBt to great 
laBgtka; that tkia aaid depooeBt had 
read a printed paper, pasted up in apab- 
lic place in Kentucky, containing several 
resolves of a committee, and especially 
oae by which the people of Kentuoky 

* TLIb gentleman wm a native of fnuxo*, who 
camo to this country aft^^r tho rcTuliition. He waa 
of a DoUe f reach fiuniiy, son of th« Qii«f Justiciar 

yiei, left bbs native country, Uu Mttl«d near Pitta- 
bnrgh on a fkrm, was elected to CongroM, and aaer- 
ward appointed by Jefferson, Jodga of the Superior 
ooarlorMlMenl, what* sane «f Us 
sttl 



ner : • I cannot perceive what advan- 
tage the people ef gaotooky oanld 
oUaiB ky diatorbiBg the VaioB. Bwt 
aboBld th^ aaporatOb oar aUaattoB im 
tUa part of the eeiratry weald k aoa a a e 
very critical. On the oae head, the foo* 
pie of Kentucky would not fail to ialar* 
rupt our trade on the Ohio, should we re- 
fuse to join with them; and should vre 
join them, we would immediately lose 
the great advantages we derive from the 
Union.' This deponent further declares, 
that the first opportunity he had of 
peroaiTiitg the diapeaitiaB of Mr. Braok- 
earidge^ ia the lato diatBtbaaee> waa 
a few daja after the ooBWiittee held at 
the Miage aaeat i ag^hewae, where Ifr. 
Brackenridge eaid to this depoBOBtr that 
OB bia goiag to aeet with the 
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at Mingo meeticg-hoase, he fairly ex- 
pected he would be able to defeat &ny 
violent measures that could be proposed 
(h«r»; tmt to his iMtoiiithniaiit he had 
»«t vith ft muMiroas nntmbly of bmb, 
Mtpootohlo bj thoir property, ihoir abiU- 
tim, aad the popvlftrity a grofti naaj of 
them eigoyed; that tJiinfi eeemed go- 
ing to take a more serious turn than he 
expected; and added, only that the con- 



ponent says also, that the third circum- 
stance that drew bis attention to the 
conduct of Mr. Brackenridge, took place 
OB the 2l8t of August, whea the commit- 
tee of twelve went to oonfer at Pitta- 
bargli wiOi the oottniiaBioiien in behalf 
of the BieeatiTe. The nine depntiea 
from WoBtmoreland, Waahington and Al- 
legheny oovnties, met together, and while 
tbej were waiting for the three deputies 



dition of an emigraut was but a eorry ' from Fayette, who were not yet arrived, 
one, that for bis part he did not like to ^ Mr. Brackenridge opened the conversa- 
emi grate. The deponent says, that the I tion on the momentous subject of resist- 



next opportunity be had after, of perceiv- 
ing the disposition of Mr. Brackenridge 
in the 1^ dietnrbaneea, waa en the 14tli 
Aognst last, at Parkinsonfs Ferry, 
where the said Mr. Bradksoridge gave 
him to read, (a letter before the oonunit- 
tee* was formed,) a piece of writing in- 
tended to be an address to the President 
of the United States, in behalf of the 



ance or acquiescence in the laws of the 
United States; and this deponent, who 
was one of the tiuree deputies firom Al- 
legheny ooontj, says he witnessed Ur. 
Kaokenildge saying openl^y, before aay 
hoij had giTcn his opisdon, that lie 
thought that submission was the best st^ 
to be taken ; that for his part he was 
determined to submit to the laws. The 



told to this deponent, he would present 
to the then committee, and would exert 
himself to nake it be adopted. The 
deponent ftarthsr says, that the object 
of that draft, was to solioit tttm the £x- 
eontlTe to snspend its aetlvity in piittiog 
the Moise law in foree, nntil the next 
seetfon in Congress, upon the solemn 
promise from the people of the fourth 
survey to obey and t^ continue to keep in 
force among them, without interruption, 
all other laws, both of the Federal and 
State governments. This deponent says, 
that Mr. Brackenridge told him since, 
that he had not thought proper to 
present the said draft of address to 
ike eanndttee, upon his hearing during 
the time the eommittee was holding, 
that oemmissioners from the Szecutive 
were arxiTed on the ^ot. This do- 

*The meetings w«ra aometiinM called cammUUet; 
which IB at pniinit nndentood cf a smaller body 
takaa flMm a 



people of the western part of Pennsyl- [ deponent says, that amongst the many 
vania ; which writing, Mr. Brackenridge that were wishing secretly to see the 

people returning to obedience to the 
laws, Mr. Brackenridge m the first man 
h4 did ktar *peak of mftmiMton, after the 
OTMtmst^. The deponent Aurther says, 
that he went the bast part of the was 
from Fittsbuq^, to attend the oom* 
mittee of Bedstone, held on the 28th and 
29th days of last August; and as they 
were going along the deponent saw in 
Mr. Brackenridge all the tokens of dis- 
tress at the appearance of so many 
liberty poles raised through tlie coun- 
try, and so little corresponding with 
the pacific views, he (Mr. Bracken- 
ridge,) was going with his other ool- 
leagues to propagate and support before, 
the stending eommittee of Bedstone. 

This deponent sayslihewise* that af- 
ter the report of the conference held on. 
t^e 21st was made on the 28th to the 
standing committee, and the said com- 
mittee having adjourned to meet on the 
morrow, 29th, Mr. Gallatin oame to Mr. 
13 
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BiNMkmridge in stfMt» tad ia pi«* 
■enoe of Uus d«poii«it» Ifr. QallAtiB 
proposed to Mr. Bnokenridge to open 
the BBRtter on the following day, whioh 

Mr. F»rackenridge declinerl, (levnivmg 
the task on Mr, Gallatin, with promise 
that he would support him with all his 
might. This deponent sajs, that he 
went that night to lodge at a neighbor- 
ing fam lAA Ut. Brtdt«urldge» tliat 
the aeid BrMkenridge gave to hini, tbe 
deponent, during the whole eveningp the 
moot peraoeeiTe tokens of enadety end 
diiietiefhction, expressing repentedlj, 
how unwell the good of the oenntvx ^P" 
peared tn be understood by manj mem- 
bers of tbo standing committ'ee. This 
deponent says, that on the day following 
he attended this committee as a member 
of it, and heard Mr. Brackenridge echo- 
ing there in hie own language, the co- 
gent and powerftd nrgnaienti firtt ande 
nee of hj Mr. Gallntin, end adding new 
enee of his own ; ell te the pnfpose of 
Aapodng the oommittee te snbmit to 
the lews, and propagate that disposition 
among their oonstitaents. 

"This deponent recollects that not 
long after the beginning of the late dis- 
turbances, Mr. Brackenridge read to him 
a letter he had received from a gentle- 
man of rhiiadelphia, in answer to ano- 
ther one he had wflttsn fivst to tiiat 
gentlenan, lAoee oontents Mr. Braoken* 
vidge liad mentioned in snhslaade to tiiis 
deponent, who r sa i SBihers that, amongst 
ether things. Mr. Brackenridge told him 
he had written to this said gentleman of 
Philadelphia, (which he told me since 
was of the name of Tench Cox,) to wit: 
that goyernment had perhaps as much 
reason of being afraid uf the western peo- 
ple, as the western people had of fearing 
gorenimeat; that dumld a ftiw hnndred 
• ef the westsm insargsnts attesspt to 
pass over the nurantains^ tiiansands, 
gieatiy displeased at the Ending sjetem 



and its eflM» wonid Hmnediatsly floek 
with the fmnner ene% and like a torrent 
would inorease more and more in their 

rapid course toward the seat of goyern- 
ment. This deponent declares, that this 
idea so suggested by Mr. Brackenridge, 
seemed to him rather grounded on exag- 
geration, at the early period Mr. Brack- 
enridge mentioned to him the contents of 
this letter of Mr. Teneh Ooz; bnl 
having been Informed sfaMe hj the ssoot 
nndonhtM reports, the diseontenft thnt 
had prevailed throni^ the minds of a 
eonsiderabic number of people, in the 
counties of Bedford, Cumberland, Frank- 
lin, Northumberland, and in some parts 
of Maryland, &c. this deponent is at 
present fully persuaded, had the leaders 
of the insurgents thought of such mea- 
sures, and given execuiion to it, that 
what seemed to him an exaggeration at 
the first, might have been literally a 
flwt^ and eonsiders the* the hint Mr. 
Braekentklge had eo jostlj^ given of the 
impending danger, to a gentleman near 
government, must have be«i of a great 
use to the Executive, if justly apprecia- 
ted. The deponent says, that Mr. Tench 
Cox, by hi3 answer to the one of Mr. 
Brackenridge, Mr. Brackenridge did re- 
peatedly say to this deponent, that Mr. 
Tench Cox had not understood him 
upon many things he had expressed to 
Mr. Teadi Ooz, to seenre htmeelf In 
ease his letter riionld be mteroepted this 
side the monnteias. Lastlj, the d^o- 
nent declares, that he knows Mr. Jteaek- 
enridge since more than ten years ; that 
during that period of time he has culti- 
vated his acquaintance without inter- 
ruption as a literary and a philosophic 
man. That although he spoke seldom 
with him on political subjects, neverthe- 
less, from some converisations he had 
wMi him relating to politics, and ttvm 
oiktg eireomstanees, the said deponent 
has besn and is strongly If ■ssssd with 
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«h« id«», fhftt Mr. BfifllBMridge it ft 
mm. and imIow ■npoiinf irC Um pt<»- 
stiitMflnloOBilitam,.ai^ firMlto 
th« Uiilflii; and firam some foAcr instan- 
oee, the deponent further saytf that he 
thinks Mr. Brackenridge is even an 
mirer of the Federal constitution, or at 
least has been so perhaps in a greater 
degree than many other persons from 
this part of the country, who bear, very j 
deeenredly in the opinion of this depo- 
iiaiiit» tiniiaiiie of good dtiMDt. 

JOBV B. JLVOAI." 

BwombefoM A. Ai^Diton. 

** Proclamation. 

**Wbiek&8, Combinations to defeat 
the execution of the laws levying duties 
upon spirits distilled in the United States 
and upon the stills, have, from the time 
of the commencement of those laws, ex- 
isted in Borne of the western parts of 
j^onn^vania. And whereas, the said 
ooatbiiiatlops, prooeeding in a naniMr 
tnHnmiw oqnallj of tho jost awthorlty 
of ffmmnivA and of ilia rights of indl- 
vidnala, hs?o hithorto offootod thilr dan- 
gerona and eriminal purpose bj the in- 
lluenoe of certain irregular meetings, 
whose proceedings hare tended to en- 
oourage and uphold the spirit of opposi- 
tion ; by misrepresentations of the laws 
calculated to render them obnoxious ; by 
endeavors to deter those who might be 
so disposed from accepting offices under 
through fear of public TooonlaNut 
and injury to poioon and proporty, and 
to ooupol thoae wlio had aeoeptod aooh 
eficas, by aetoal violenoo, to aanrondar 
or forbear the ezecutioil of than; by 
circulating vindictive menaces against 
all those who should otherwise directly 
or indirectly aid in the execution of the 
said laws, or who, yielding to the dic- 
tates of conscience and to a sense of ob- 
ligation, should themselves comply there- 
with, by aotaaUy iignring and dootroying 



the property of pertOMwho woromidtr^ 
stood to have ao oompllod ; 1^ inflioting 
oraol and hniailinting padahmont upon 
private oitiionB toot no other oanio than 

that of appearing to be the friends of tiia 
laws ; by intercepting the publio officers 
on the highways, abusing, assaulting:, or 
otherwise ill treating them ; by going to 
their houses in the night, gaining admit- 
tance by force, taking away their papers, 
and committing other outrages ; employ- 
ing tn thrir nnwanrantable purposes the 
agency of araMd banditti* dlsgniaed in 
muh a mannor at fivr the moat part to 
escape diaooroEy. And whereas, the en- 
deavors of the Legislature to obviate ob- 
jections to the said laws, by lowering the 
duties and by other alterations condQi> 
cive to the convenience of those whom 
they immediately affect, (though they 
have given satisfaction in other quar- 
ters,) and the endeavors of the execu- 
tive officers to conciliate a compliance 
with the laws, by explanations, by fyr» 
bearanoe^ and •? en by partioolsr aooon- 
nodations femnded on the soggastlon of 
loeal oonsideraticoai haft boon disap- 
pointed of their effect by ih% machina- 
tions of persons wliose industry to esoits 
resistance has increased with every ap- 
pearance of a disposition among the peo- 
ple to relax in their opposition and to 
acquiesce in the laws : insomuch that 
many persons in the said western parts 
9i Pennsylvania have at length been 
hardy anongh to perpetfato aota whieh I 
am adriasd amonnt to treason, being 
overt aota of l«?ying war against tha 
United Staitee; the said parsons hating^ 
on the sixteenth and seventeenth of Jvlj 
last, proceeded in arms .{on the second 
day amounting to several hundreds,) to 
the house of John Neville, Inspector of 
the Revenue for the fourth survey of the 
District of Pennsylvania, having repeat- 
edly attacked the said house, with the 
peraona tliefiin, wonnding aomo of them ; 
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hainag Misad DiM Lennox, Karahil of 
fhe.Dittriot of PennsyWania, who previ- 
oiif.th«r«l»liad been fired upoa, while in 
tiie execution of hia duty, by a party of 
armed men, detaining him lor some time 
prisoner, till, for the preservation of his 
life and the obtaiuinp: of his liberty, he 
found it neces^ry to enter into atipula- 
tioiu to forlMftr tbe exeontlon af oertein 
offioial datiwi teaching proMMtf iamisg 
oat of » eowrt of tho Uaitod Bloloor wd 
having ftnaUj obligad tho nid Ina|iaotor 
of tho Ravanna and tho aaid Marahal, 
from considerations of personal safety, 
to fly from that part of the country in 
order, by a circuitous route, to proceed 



same, iV J^(t!iftbe lai 
dent, if- Att^^JQI^imt 



or be iQ|UfiScient to suppress tho 
wful for the Presi- 
turo of the United 
States be^ot in session, to call forth 
■md employ such nt^bers of the militia 
id any State or Stfites most couvenieat 
"hereto at* may be necessary, and the use 
of the militia 80 to be called forth may 
ho oontinnod, if noeeaaary, until tho oac- 
piratioB of thirty daja after tlio oan- 
menoaaiant of tlie aaaaing aaaaion ; PM- 
Tided alwaja, tliat whanam it maj ba 
neceaaary in tba jadgmant of the Presi« 
dent to use the military force hereby 
directed to be called forth, tlie President 
shall forthwith and previous thereto, by 



to the seat of government; avowing as ' proolamation, command such inRurtrents 



the motive of these outrageous proceed- 
ings an intention to prevent, by force ol 
arms, the execution of the eud laws, to 
oblige tho aaid Inapootor of tho Soramio 
to raoonaoo hia aaid oiBoa^ to withataad 
by opon violoneo tho lawCoL anthovitj of 
tho goTommoBi of tho Unitad 8tataa» 
and to oonpel thereby an alteration 9t 
the measures of the Leglslatnra and a re- 
peal of the laws aforesaid. 

" And whereas, by a law of the Uni- 
ted States, entitled, * An Act to proride 
for calling forth the militia to execute 
the laws of the Union, suppress insur- 
rections and repel inTOttOBB^* it ia en- 
aotad tlui>t wbonovor tho Uwa of tho 
United Stataa ahaH be oi^oaad* or tho 
aioontioii thereof obatmotod in any 
State hj oombinationB too poworfU to 
be suppressed by the ordinary eonrae of 
judicial proceedings, or by the powers 
vested in the Marshals by that act, the 
same being notified by an Associate Jus- 
tice or the District Judge, it shall be 
lawful for the President of the United 
States to call forth the militia of such 
State to aappraea luah ooakbiaotiona, and 
to aaoaa tha lawa ta bo doly osootttod. 

*« Andif tho militift of » State wharo 
aoeh aoBbinatioaanay hw*"» ^ 



• to disperse and retire peaceably to their 
respective abodes within a limited time.* 

"And whereas, James Wilson, an Asso- 
ciate Jnatioe, on tho foorth inatant, by 
wriiiBg under liia hand, did, from ori- 
doMo wluoh had bean laid baforo him, 
mo^tj to ma, *that in tho oonntioa of 
Washington and Allegheny, in Femiiyl- 
vania, laws of the United StiU«8 are op- 
posed, and the execution thereof ob- 
structed by combinations too powerful 
to be 8uppres^ed bj' the ordinary course 
of judicial proceedings, or by tho powers 
vested in the Marshal of that district.' 

*'And whereas, it is in my judgment 
nacaaaary, midar tha dreumataBeao of 
tho oaaa, to take meaaorea fnr oalling 
fortli tho militia in order to anpproaa tho 
aombiaatinna aforeiMd, and to oanaa tho 
laws to be duly executed, and I have ac« 
cordingly determined to do so, feeling 
the deepest regret for the occasion, but 
withal the most ssolemn conviction, that 
the essential interests of the Union de- 
mand it — that the very existence of gov- 
ernment, and the fundamental priaci* 
plea af aoeial order are matariaUy in. 
^Ted in tho iaana; and that tho pntri* 
otiam and firmneaa' of all good aitiaons 
are aoriooaly oallod vpon^ aa oooaaioii maj 
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require, to aid In tlte effeotoal sappres- 
sien of to fatal a spirit 

"Wherefore aoi In punnanoo of ttio 
proviso a1>oTo ndtod, I, Oeorga Wash- 
ington, President of the United States, 
do hereby eommand all persons being 
insurgents as aforesnid, and all others 
whom it may concern, on or before the 
first day of September next, to disperse 
and retire peaceably to their respective 
abodes. And I do moreover warn all 
penons wliomsoeTer, against aiding, 
abetting, or eomforting the perpotrators 
of tite aforesaid treasonable aots. And 
I do require aU oflioaiB and otlier dti* 
s«ii8, aooording to their respeetiTe duties 
and the laws of the land, to exert their 
utmost endeayors to prevent and sup- 
press such dangerous proceedings. 

"In testimony whereof, I have caused 
the seal of the United States of America 
to be nffixed to these presents, and 
Bigned the same with my hand. 

'*Done at the city of Philadelphia, the 
seventh day of August, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninetgr-fimr, and of 
the Independenee of the United States 
of Amerioa the nineteenth. 
By the President, 

Qeo. WASHoraton. [L.S.] 

Edm. Banoolph." 

ike PrttSdmU^ the UnM SMm of 
^SMnotf* 

▲ PBOO&AMATlfW. 

" Whereas, frwk a hope thai the oom* 
Unations against tiie •oonstitntion and 
laws of tiie United States in certain of 
the urestem oounties of Pennsylvania 

ironld yield to time and refleotion; I 
tbought it sufficient in the firRt instance 
rather to take measures for the calling 
forth of the militia than immediately to 
embody them; but the moment hai now 
como when the overtures of forgiveness 
with no other condition than a submission 
to law, have been only [ artially accepted ; 



when 0f«f7 form of iMnoHlatlon not in- 
eonslslent with the being of government 
has been adopted without effrat; when 
the weU disposed, in those eounties are 
unable by their influence and example to 
reclaim the wicked from their fury, and 
are compelled to associate in their own de- 
fense; when the proper lenity has been 
misinterpreted into an apprehension that 
the citizens will march with reluctance; 
when tlie opportunity of examining the 
serious oonsequenoes of a treasonable 
opposition has been employed in prop- 
agating prlneipiee of nnnrohj, endeav- 
oring through emissaries to alienate 
the friends ef order turn its support, 
and inriting its enendes to perpetrate 
similar acts of insurrection; when it is 
manifest that violence would continue to 
be exercised upon every attempt to en- 
force the laws; when, therefore, govern- 
ment is set at defiance, the contest being 
whether a small portion of the United 
States shall dictate to the whole Union, 
and at the expense of those who desire 
peaee^ indulge a desperate ambition. 
Now, therefore, I, Qeorge Washington, 
Firesidettt of the United States, in obedi- 
ence to that high and irresistible duty 
consigned to me by the constitution, *to 
take care that the laws be faithfully 
executed,' deploring that the Amorican 
name should be sullied by the outrages 
of citizens on their own government; 
commiserating such as remain obstinate 
flmn delusion, but resolved iu perfect re- 
liance on that graeions Providenoe whloh 
so signally displays its goodness toward 
this eountcy, torednoe thereftaetoiy to a 
due Bttbonfination to the law ; do hereby 
doclare and make known that with a sat- 
isfaction, which can be equaled only by 
the merits of the militia, summoned into 
service from the Stutes of New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, 
I have received intelligence of their pa- 
triotic alacrity in obeying the call of the 
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p wu nt, thooiJkpaiaftal, yit«iw«Mi<Hwg 
awity; tiiat ftffwoti wUdi, aooordtng 

to every reasonaUe expectation is ade- 
quate to the exigency, is already in motion 
to the scene of disaffection; that those 
who have confided or shall confide in the 
protection of government, shall meet fall 
succor under the standard and urma of 
the United States; thaithoM who liaving 
offenM tg»iiist the law hate tliMa entl- 
tlad thenaalveato Idtmaitj, wUl be tr«a* 
' tad with tha moat Ubonl food ftith, if 
thaj shall not hata forfaitad thoir elaim 

. by any subeeqaent oolldftet, and that in- 
structions are given accordingly. And I 
do moreover expect all individuals and 
bodies of men, to conlemplato with al)lior- 

. rence the measures leading directly or in- 
directly to those crimes which produce 
this military ooercioa ; to oheok in their 
raopoctiTe Mflhtetm tha -afet of aiipddod 
or daaigning moft to oiibatitato thoir ada- 

' fo pr aaantatiopa in tho plaoo of troth, and 
their dieoontenti in tho plaoo of atablo 
gOVamment, and so call to mind that as 
the people of the United States have been 
permitted under the Divine favor, in per- 
fect freedom, after solemn deliberation, 
and in an enlightened age, to elect their 
own government; so will their gratitude 
for this inestimable blessing be best dis- 
tinguished by firm exertions to maintain 
tho oonotitntioa and laws. And lastly, 
I again warn all penona whonuMOfor, and 
whoreaooTer, not to abot» aid, or eomfort 
tha inavrgeata aforeaaid, aa they will an- 
■war tha ooontry at their peril ; and I do 
•toOTOqmre nil ofiEtcers and other citizens 
according to their several duties as far 
as may be in their power, to bring under 
the cognizance of law all offenders in 
the premises. In witness whereof, I 
have caused the seal of the United States 
of Ameriea to be affixed to these nresents, 
and signed tho mBowithmyhaiia. Done 
at tho oity of Phikdalphia, tho twenty- 
Hlkh dsy of Septsmbor, ona thonaand aor- 



on hottdrod and niaaty-foor, and of ittm 
Independence of the United Btatea of 
America tiie nineteenth. 

TfRo. Wasbutotoh. Il, a.] 

By the President, 

Edm. Randolph. 
(True copy.) Qaoaoa Tatlobu" 

frndk^* coeeiml ^IA« f f ote sdii ^ al 
Farkkuatft JVrry 

Aa a matter of oorloaity wo hero ax- 
traet tnm Hndloj's History of tho pro- 
coedinpvalatad inthaforogoingolia|»t«r. 

It has been generally followed by other 
writers to the disparagement of Mr. 

Brackenridge, and to the advantage of 
Gallatin. It is a striking instance of the 
errors which may be perpetrated by pre- 
judiced, or ignorant and stupid chroni- 
clers. 

**Tho nnating at Psridnaon'a Forry 
was pretty fall, bat not a traa or equal 
repraowtatioD. Thara wara upward of 
two hnadred ddogateo; thrao of them 
were from Ohio eonnty In Virginia, and 
two from Bedford county in Pennsylva- 
nia, besides those from the four counties. 
The place of meeting was unfavorable, 
being in the neighborhood in which the 
resistance hsui originated, and within a 
mile of the dwelling house of M'Farlane, 
who had been killed, and there were 
probably a greater nnmbar of qieetatcwa 
than of dolegatoB. 

**Tho delegates oonfoned on aa ami- 
nenoo mdor tho shade of trees ; GoL Cook 
was appointed ohairman and Albert M* 
latin seorataicy. It was soon diaoorered 
that there were a number of inflammatory 
persons among the delegates; few of 
them, however, had talents. Bradford 
opened the meeting with a statement of 
the events that had taken place and con- 
cluded with reading the letters which had 
boon taken from the Intercepted mail, 
with soma explanatoiy oomamnti thara- 
on." 



Digitized by Google 



187 



[Una ftr, JHiidley is U^mMj oor- 

At liUt fAiw the anriYAl of ooounlnion- 
«n ftom tlie PtMldciit— with poir«r for 
restoxiBg ordtf in the western eoontry, 
if ft oorreaponding ditpooitkm wta met 
on the part of the peoplo— «M HHkOimeed 
to the meeting." 

[This is not true. The arrival of com- 
missioners in the cc^ntry, was first an- 
noonoed by Findley toward the close 
of the meeting, and after the report of 
iho xwolvtioiM of the oommlttoo* Flnd- 
loj himidf iMM oBfMl until this time. 
Kho rssoihitisna reported hj the eonunit- 
too of fonr propoeed ssmUng oonnisilon- 
ors to the President, with an address, but 
on hearing of the appointment of com- 
missioners by him, this was changed at 
the instance of Mr. Brackenridge, and a 
committee appointed to confer with those 
of the government. Findley proceeds:] 

'* After a short paose, Col. Marshall 
TOSS Kod osproaasd some satisliMtion at 
tho inforaiation of the eomndlssioASvs, bu t 
Mid that they should not on that aooonnt 
BSf^t tho bo^new of tho mootini^ and 
nod mmte resolutions which had bem ogrud 
on between him end Bradford." 

I The resolutions wero rend on the 
jirat day of the meeting, not on the an- 
nouncement of commissioners. The re- 
marks of Bradford were made after the 
report of the resolutions by tho commit- 
tee, and then adopted by the mootittg. 
It was at that timo that the reaolntion to 
send oommissioneni was ohanged in oon- 
sequenoe <tf tho intelligsnoe just reoeiTed. 
Findley proooods:] 

"The first rOBOlntion being against 
taking the citizens out of the vicinity for 
trial, occasioned no contest; the second 
and most important resolution was in the 
following words : 

"Resolved, That a standing committee 

to consist of members from each 

ooonty, to bo dsnmainated a oomaiittse of 



pnblio safety; whoso datj it shall bo to 
osn forth ttio rssooreoi of. tho wsstoni 
oonntiy, to ropol any hostUo attempt that 
may bo made against tho oitisons or tho 
body of tho pooplo." 

[This was one of the five resolutions 
presented by Bradford, on the first day 
of the meeting. It was directly opposed 
by Gallatin, on the ground that it was 
not necessary, as there was no reason 
to expect the resort to force on the 
part of the government. Zt woaM IWfO 
led to a dsagsrons diwonsirtoni in whioh 
Gallatin wonld haTO boon in a hopoloM 
minority. Bat it was most adroitly par^ 
ried by Bfir. Brackenridge, who proposed 
a roferonoo of this and tlic other resolu- 
tions to a committee of four to perfect 
them, and report. He at the same time 
suggested a moditication of the terms so 
as to be less definite — as for instance," to 
take such measures as the situation of 
affairs may require." The resolution was 
then paiBod oror without TOto or debate. 
We oontinne findloy's Tocrion :] 

"This, oomparod with tho snbsoqnont 
resolntions, was preparing tho prooeod* 
ings of the meeting by a direct question 
whether the western counties would raise 
the standard of rebellion or not. This 
was certainly a b»ld attempt to form a 
combiuiition hostile both to the govern- 
ment of the State and of the United 
States. If such a resolution had been 
offered before jmoh a nnmber of persons 
had beeomo desperate by limng inTolved 
in the proooding riots, it wonld not haTo 
been heard withpationoe^ bat now it ro- 
quirod both pationee and groat address 
to parry it. " 

[ And who parried it? Hear Find- 
ley:] 

" Fortunately there was a man amoug 
the delegates; a man well qualified for 
that purpose, I mean Mr. Gallatin, the 
secretary. He rose, and began by m'ft- . 
dsiiiff on tho word hostility; asked what 
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it BMat^ or turn vhtOM the hottittties 
were to come ? He iUegod if it was 

the exftotioas of the goTemnent that 
was to be opposed, the time wa<? impro- 
per ; the exactions of the government i 
on the citizens in support of the laws, 
being coercire and not hostile. He en- 
couraged them to expect no other means 
of ootfottui from the gorernment but 
thronglifhojiidlei&ry; and ftflw a Buni- 
bor of Boiaiblo obMrTfttloiM» morod to ro- 
for tho TCoohitioiis to » ideot oommit- 
too* [This 11 lUflo; tho notion iru 
modo by Mr. Brackeniidge.] But ao 
great was the prevailing panic, that not- 
withstanding the number of well dis- | 
posed persons that were in the mootint;, 
he was not seconded ; after pome delay, 
however, Marshall hiiiisoU" o tit red to 
withdraw the resolution, that a comiuit- 
toe of aixty ahonld bo appointed with 
power to eall a new mooting of the peo- 
ple or their d^ntiee. [What an aboard 
miztaro of tJ^o different etagea of tho 
proceedingSy ae well at palpable false- 
hooda. We refer to Mr. Brackenridge's 
statement, Mr. Ross's letter, and the evi- 
dence of Gallatin himself.] This wan 
instantly agreed to, and a new repolution 
was studioushj modified so as to insure 
its adoption, and was agreed to by the 
meeting. [The resolution was modified 
in the oommittee of firar, and reported 
the next day:] In it a determinatioa was 
ospressed to rapport, tho State laws and 
afford protoetion to the dtisons; this was 
an important step toward the restoration 
of order, for at that time no man thought 
himself safe, in many places, in telling 
his real sentiments; threats were not 
only circulated in anonymous letters, 
but were contained in the mottoes of lib- 
erty pulcj* ; one was erected on the morn- 
ing of the meeting, and within view of 
it; it was ereeted under tho direotion of 
* those who signed the Braddoek*s fisld 
orders. Tho motto was: Libibtt ahd 



vo Bzoisa, Aim iro astkiim lom oow- 
ARD8. ETory man was esteemed a oow* 
ard or traitor by these dlaorgaaisers, 

who di'^npproved of their measures." 

[ Making every allowance for the 
blunders of an illitorate man, it still 
is a matter of wnnder, that any man of 
common sense should exhibit so much 
ooafsrion and absnrdity in his atton^t 
to play tho historiani^nd reoord tho pro- 
ooodings of an important assembly. Ho 
appears to Imve boon totally ignorant of 
thodifferenoobotireeiitiioJIiMresolntions, 
as read in tho mooting on tho first daj, 
and the three reported by the oommittee 
I on the day following. He minp^les what 
jiassed iu the cr.inmittee with the 
speeches in the Assembly. He pro- 
ceeds :] 

Mr. Gallatin had the fortitude to ob- 
jeet to tho eoEOqttion against tho oxriso 
law, originally oontained in the reeola- 
tion [before tiw oommittee] fn tho sup- 
port of tho mnnioipal laws, and Imd it 
stmck out ; but durst not offer an a£Sr- 
mative resolution in favor of submitting 
to it. Indeed, the doing so at this time 
would have been imprudent, nor would 
j success in such a resolution liiwe been 
of use till the submission to the munici- 
pal laws had been restored. • 

In short, the resolutions being five 
in number, [the resolutions read by Brad- 
ford ; Findley ignores tiio resolutions re- 
ported by tho oommittee, tknt in num- 
ber, and adopted by tho assembly,] wer« 
dieoussed, [the discussion was prevMUid 
by Mr. Braokenridge,] and referred to a 
committee, consisting of Bradford, Gal- 
latin, Brackcnridge, and Herman Hus- 
b.'iii is, who new-modeled them before 
the next day's meeting;, at which they 
passed without much difficulty, [we re- 
fer the readerto Mr. Brackenridge's ao- 
oonnt, oontained in tho foregoing chap- 
ter^'* without mnoh diflloulty "—these 
are Findley'i words.] Tho oommitteo of 
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rtztyj or one from each township, to meet 
at Redstooe Forti (nroiniBTi]]«|) m the 
BOQond cf September, and a oonunittee 
consisting of twelTo, three Aram eeeh of 
the four counties, was appointed to con- 
fer with the commissioners appointed by 
the President. 

**The commissioners came to a house 
near the meeting before it adjourned. 
[Not true.] This rendered the situation 
of the friends to order more delicate. 
It was urged by some, that the meeting 
should not be dissolved till they ivonld 
know* and deoide on the terme propoeed 
by the eomndseionenr. [Mr. Eoas was 
tiie only one present, bat it was not 
known at that time that he was a com- 
missioner.] With great address, how- 
ever, they were prevailed upon to ad- 
journ without day. [Who prevailed upon i 
them to do this?] Men of discernment 
knew that nothing would briug the peo- 
ple to a proper sense of their duty with- 
out time for reflection, and for the pres- 
ent agitated state of tiie pnbUo mind to 
snbalde. They knew atoo, that if. time 
oenld be prooued to disseminate knowl- 
edge among the people, every thing that 
was necessary WOnld be gained. There- 
fore to restore quietness, and gain time, 
was the great object of Mr. Gallntin. 
[The object of that gentleman was to 
oppose Bradford, and he failed in every 
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thing he attempted* For of what im- 
portance was his petty tfiik^m alladed 
to by Ilndleyt The assembly did not 
care a straw for it. .^le thing was to 
keep them flrom taking any decisive step 
until the power could be taken out of 
their hands,* and this was accomplished 
by Brackenridge, and not by Gallatin.] 
** Brackcnridge, profiahh/, was actua- 
ted by the same motives as Gallatin, 
but supported the measures in a differ> 
ent manner; heofton kept up the ap- 
pearanoe, and eomettmes the boasting 
langoage of Bradford's party, and op* 
posed Gallatin, yet he always conHrivti 
to bring the proceedingt to the same iuut," 
[What amusing simplicity and innocenoe, 
on the part of ** Traddle the Weaver," 
the name under which Findley is alluded 
; to in " Modern Chivalry. " If it were 
possible for the weaver to be a devil, the 
cloven foot is here discoverable. ] 

The account of the meeting given by 
Wharton is an abridgment of Findley, 
with additional errors. HOdreth is no 
bettor. He repreeenta Gallatin as being 
seeretaty to the meeting at Braddodk'a 
Field — ^he was not there at all. Pity it 
is that historians do not always inform 
themselToa on the snlgeots of wliioh they 
write 1 

• ^r BMMS of snb-oaauiittNS. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

TUB MKABURBS OF THS GOVERNMENT — ARRIVAL OF G0MMISBI0MBB8 — THB 

COKFXABMOB. 

As looB 89 informalloii of tho bnniiiig of the hoose of ihe Luipootori 
and the marob ftoni Bnddook*B Field, xeaohed Philadelpliu, then the seat 
of goyennnent of the State of PtoDsylTaiiia, and also of the Union- 
great alarm was oeeaaioned. The Freeident ealled a eoandl of the heada 

of the departments, while the subject was also taken into consideration 
bj the Governor,* with the Chief Justice, f aud the Secretary of State.;]; 
A certificate was obtained by the Federal government from Judge Wilson, 
of the Supreme Court, to meet the requisition of the act of Congress for 
calling out the military, in consequence of opposition by armed com- 
binations, too powerful to be controlled by the civil authorities. This 
oertifioate was given on mere ramor, or on priTafte letters, and not on 
evidence on oath, and cannot be approved as a preoedent| whatever jnsti- 
fieation it may find in the urgency of the occasLoo. 

The Preeident, in oonfonnify with hia benevolent oharaoter, was in 
favor of mild meaanres, and the offer of an amnesty to the ooontiy ; pro- 
vided forcible and nnlawfnl opposition would oease. Some of the oabinet 
were for the most prompt and energetio oonrse ;| the Seoretaiy of State § 
was opposed to oalling ont the miHtia, before ezhansting every means of 
paoifioation. The State authorities differed from the general government, 
appeared disposed to palliate the conduct of the rioters, and to throw the 
blame on the excise law, regarding it as a personal aflfair between the 
people and the collector of the western district or survey. The Chief 
Justice, M'Kean, at this juncture suggested the sending commissioners, 
both on the part of the State and of the Federal (rovernment, directly to 
the disturbed district, and endeavoring to bring about a peaceful submis- 
sion to the laws. This mild and pacific course met the approbation of 
the President; and Messrs. Ross, Yeates and Bradford, (U. S. Attorney 
Qeneral;) were soleeted for the United States, and M'Kean and Irvine on 

«Biifflin. fM'Keaa. | Dallas. UHamUton. Baadolph. 
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tiia pirt of tbo State. The Fkwideiit had pienoiulj iamd hla pioebnift- 
tioiiy dated the 7di of Angnat, obIj aix daja after tiie aaaeniblage aft 
nnddoek'a Bleld;* and at the aame time a teqmrilion ma made on the 
adjoining States for a dfift of militia to the number of fifteen thonaaad 

men, to be ready to take the field at a moment's notice. 

These commissioners on the part of the State and Federal governments, 
hastened to the West ^ and as already related, reached the country about 
the time of the assemblage of the delegates or deputies at Parkinson's 
Ferry. Their instructions had been to communicate at once with this 
body;* but when near it, it was found not to be safe or judicious with 
the. respect to the objects proposed, from the inflamed state of mind 
among the deputies and through the oonntry. They repaired to Pitts- 
bnighy to meet the oommittee of oonferenoe, at the time fixed by that 
oommittee. 

On the firrt eonanltation held hj the eonlineeB among themeelTes, all, 
except BradiM, agreed that the interaeta of the oonntiy and the duty 
of the dtiiens rendered anbmiation neoeaaaiy and |aoper. It waa opened 
by Mr. Braekeofidge, who at onoe reeommended anhmieaioni and deekred 
Ida determination to do ao, aa reapeoted himself. Etoij effort waa 
made within, as well as out of the oommittee, to overcome the obstinacy 
of Bradford ; persona having influence with him, were enj^aged to speak 
to him, especially General Irvine, for whom he professed particular respect; 
and it was thought he had been brought over, for at the next meeting of 
the committee he declared himself perfectly reconciled to submission. 
Marshall was sincerely so, and was pleased with the first opportunity of 
abandoning a cause so maoh at yarianoe with his better judgment ; and 
it ia really sarprising, that a man of his sense and high oharaoter should 
have oyer aerionsly engaged in it. Neither of those men had led the 
people. It waa the Toiee of the mass, which they obeyed and feared to 
offend; and if, in oonaeqnenoe of allowing timoi and taking paina to 
enlighten those my people^ they ahoold h^pen to ohange, thpae who 
now aeemed to be their leaden would ehange with them. Bradford, aa 
the moat obatinate^ proved the moat wanting in the monl eonrage neoea- 
aaiy to encoiinter the popular displeaanre. He waa too ahort-aii^ted to 
see the more distant danger from the government, bnt was alanned at 
that jubt before his eyes from the people. To be the idol of the populaoe 

* If this aasembly had not been oanveaed, the eommisdoaen woold have fmmd 
BO organistd body with whioli they eoold open a oomniiuiioation. This fkot fto- 
niihes an argamont in fkvor of raoh a ddegatioo, although spriagiag dirootly horn 
the people^ and revolatloaaiy in its origin. 
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mm tlM rnliBg p tM i on of fan Mlan^ aad this is tiM Iny to lus whole 
MdnM, Ibr lie does not appew to bMO olheiwise a bdl or lui- 
prinoipM mui. 

Mf. BiMkearidge being pemoBnllj aoqnaintod wttb Judge Yeitoe and 
ihe Attorney Genefal) Mr. Bradtedy widi whom lie bed s fttondebip oC 

eerly years, called on tbe oommisnoneps at the public house where they 
lodged. Here he found Major Craig, givinf^ a tragical account of the 
treatment of Kirkpatrick, Neville and others, by the people of Pittsburgh 
in sending them away. Mr. Brackenridge was indignant, and said, ^*The 
representation is unjust — you are imposing upon these gentlemen — you 
are leading them to suppose that the people of Pittsburgh expelled those 
men ; it was the country. We acted as their guardians in sending them 
nwmy ; the aet was for them, more than for ouielvea." He then related 
the circnoistanoes which had evidently been misooneeivedy and of eoQiM 
not fairly represented hy Major .Craig ; that the property, and perhaps 
the lives of the obnoxioaf peraoas womld haTo been tiie fat to be saori* 
ieed, and then tbe destroetton of the town would haTo followed. Onig 
soon withdraw^ Mr. Btaekeiidge's feeUngs were mneb bnit by ao 
inoensidarato rsmark of Mr. Btadferd. ^ In bis observations, be bad said, 
**I am not an iasnrgent, bat engaged in negotiating tot dioee that aie, 
wbiob does not imply the fhot that I am one." Mr. Bradford replied, 
"That will be a subject of future consideration." 

This remark was exceedingly wounding, especially from an old friend. 
It struck him with astonishment, after the stand in favor of f^ubmission 
which he had taken in the committee, which he supposed was well known. 
He knew that he had enemies among the violent of the people, but this 
was the first intimation that his loyalty to the goveriunent was suspected. 
It caused him to retire at onee, and with the impression that the com* 
■lissionen wese already preposssssed against him. He did not attach so 
mneh importance to Craig's representations, b«t snpposed them to indicate 
tbe aentimento with wbieb Col. Neville bad Isit tbe eonntry, and wbtob 
bad tbns fbnnd their way to tbe gentlemen delegated by tbe government. 
He tbovght it poor enoonragement after the exertions be bad made, and 
was makbg in bebalf of tbe government, to be treated in this injurious 
and repnbive manner. He bad not rsfleoted sniieiently on the extent to 
wbieb be was HaiMe to be injured by misrepresentation, perhaps miscon- 
ception. He relates, that his thoughts that night were very serious, and 
the temptations from the indignity just offered, and a sense of despera- 
tion which suddenly came over him. But they were only the thoughts 
of a night, aud passed away after more cool and just reflections. These 
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ihMghts hB wy iagMtwrnily navtali. bagan to ooniite wbatfacr it 
woold not bo hotter to itoad with tbo Mm* euloou of iho ooiotij; bot I 
oonld not fooonoUo it to mymHif to distub tbo Uokni; tbat mwld bo a 
n^odnoiB bojond all poaaibUilj of oontomplation. But tbis ooontry 
ttigbt seoede from it I That is a right that is neyer given up in society. 
A part of a country, as well as an individual, may quit a government ; 
and, no doubt, this country will quit the United States iu due time. That 
may be by the consent of the Union, or without* But at present, there 
would be no consent; the example would be dangerous to give. Com- 
mon interest would not suflFer it. We are bound to the Union for our 
portion of the public debt, oontracted in the struggle for independence ; 
demands against the Union must first be satisfied, befoio it ma bo dis- 
aolved. Tbo United States have landa boyoad va; tb^ oannot be shut 
out from tboso, by an indepondont gowamont between. But is it 
praotioablo to 08tiA»liab and lapport ansb a govmrnoat? Porbapa it 
mlgbt ofadn tboao laada to ifao woaiwaidi attd infito all tbo wodd to tako 
pooMasioaof tbom; ooUoot all tbo banditti of tbo feootior of tbo Statea 
to bolp na to fi^t for them- toU tbo Spaniarda to oamo up to tbo moiitb 
of tbo Obio and giTO vm firoo trado-*4et tbo Bcttiab koop tbo poata and 
. tbo soathom shores of tbo lakes, and they will gladly famisb us with 

*It must be recollected that these obserratious relate to a period ■when the 
Union wiis not yet consolidated nnder the Federal constitution, although the ideas 
are remarkable, ooming from one who was almost an enthusiast in its favor. The 
idea of future distinct confederacies was then oommoo. The vast extent of coua- 
trj, 8e])arated bj natural boundaries, and great diversity of interests, opposed ap» 
psrently hopeless obstaelei to a pitnuuunt ttoion. The day of steam had not yet 
risen; there were no eanals, rail roads, or even tompikes, searoely any thing more 
than paok-korse paths. The lakes and the south belonged to Ibrelgn nations, and 
tho wiHaroess was held by tbs savages. The Idea of Msnti^of intsrssts was tina 
bow; that of sepsvation, as neoessity prompted, was sttll fireah ttma the reeiaa 
separation f^om Great Britain. It was impossible to have foreseen the phanges 
effected in the habits, history and attachments of the people during three genera- 
tions. The immense increase in the facilities of communication couhl not have 
been conceived by the most poetic imagination. No one could have conceived that 
in half a century the country should have thus become consolidated, and for all 
practical purposes diminished in extent ; unless he could also have foreseen the 
giant progress of inrention and science. If Mr. Brackenridge had lived to this 
daj, he woiU have opposed the se^Mfation vnder ail ebmunstaaees, as ereating tea 
thoasBod evils, when it might possibly escape one bj that ilstal resort In the 
expression thsA the tine would oobm when the West woald fall elT from the Xast, 
he spoke aeeoiding to the prtfaiUng opinion and the state of the eoontiy at the 
time, which no one could ft ws s ee wonld in so ibort a peiiod be so marreloBsly 
altered, and fitted for a FBSparvaL vmoa. 
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•nns and himum of nw— get ih« IndiiM of Uw ivoods to aMUil ui, iHitoh 
oould be done hj ihe Bkitioliy la spirit ftOl liostile and eager to embmoe 

tbe opportunity for raYenge, and willing to ohedk the progreas of thia 
repablio. We might wage war — ^formidable war — and might snoeeed. 
But what would be that success ? A poor and dependent republic, in- 
stead of this great and risicg confederacy. If selfish oonsideratioDs should 
prevail, even this would be better than to be suspected by the govern- 
ment, while acting with fidelity to it, and at the same time incurring tbe 
contumely of the people for supposed infidelity to a cause which I con- 
demn. But these were only the thoughts of a night. I saw Mr. Boea 
the nest morning, and explained to him my chagrin of the preceding 
day, and my reflections in coDaaqnenoe of it j giving Mm to understand 
that I had half a mind to become an inanigent in eaneat fie took it 
more aerionalj than I intended. His exproepion waa, 'The ferae of 
genina la alm^htj^— ghe them not the aid of jonrs.'^ I told him that 
nothing hat aetf-pr e aer yati on wonld lead me to think of it." 2fr. Bnudceo- 
ndge's mind wae aoothed by Mr. Boaa, who aanued him that no anapidoB 
eonld possibly fidl on him ; that the eommiarionea^ the pvaeeding day, 
were perfectly aatiafied inth the explanations he had given in the prsaenoe 
of Oaig } and that what the latter had said^ had not left the least im- • 
pression. 

The expressions of commissioner Bradford, considering the critical 
situation of the country, were, to say the least, inconsiderate. The 
relations of the United States with Spain and Great Britain were such, 
that it must be admitted, that tbe refleotiona of Mr. Bnuskenhdge were 
not altogether visionary. The consequence of spuming such a man with 
eontnmeljy without first hearing him, might have been followed bj 
aeriona oonaaqneneea. He might have been pUoed at the head of the 
inaug^niB, if poaaoaaed of leaa exalted and patriotie feelinga) in that 
eaae^ he would aeon have eataUidied lelationB with the two powers jnit 
named; oiganiied a foroe to aeiae the paasea of the monntaina prooared 
mon^ and anna, until a war would speedily have iaaued between thoae 

•Mr. Bnokiiiiidge ntfir proiMssd to ba a fighting man, bet aomthow or elhar 
waa aevir foand wantiag whsn it was n scassa i y fbr sslf-dersnaa. He ipeaks veiy 
eaadidly of the fi&n ha azperiiooed on vafimu eeeaaioBS, end evsn with a tovsh 
of humor. Oowaids do not Joat about their ftm. BSa oouiaga was of the kind 
doBQribodbyAhWBarthelBiy, "Hokn«whisdang«r,liMiedit,jetaMtit." If he 
had taken hold of the insarreelion, it would soon have worn a different aspoet. 
Like Rionii, hia habita ware literaif« but his iaitinota those xif the statoasua and 
aoldior. 
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powers, which, "if not victory, would have been at least revenge." But 
Mr. Brackenridge was an enthusiast in the "rising glory of America,"* 
aod could not be, however wounded by the remarks of those who did 
not know his real sentiments and position, induced to swerve from the 
path of patriotic duty. As a speaker and a writer, he had taken a 
decided part in the revolution, and was a zealous supporter of the Federal 
ooDStitution and that of the State. He was neither a demagogue nor an 
aristocrat, but gave his support both to the people and to the govemment. 
Still he had within him a fiery spirit^ a keen eenae of injnatioei eepable 
of being nmied to deapetatlon by insolt and eontomely. 

An ooouifBooe todc phrae alitet immediately after tiie aniTal of the 
eommianoneriy ealeolated to piodnee a Toiy nnfiaraable impreMiiony and 
whieh dieoloeed the eadatenee in town of a dangevona apixit among a 
nnall portion of the thonghtleeB and wortUess. A liotoos and disoideriy 
aasemUage raised a fiberty-pole before the lodgings of ibe oommissionenii 
and would have run up a Hug with seven stars for the four western coun- 
ties, and for Bedford and the two counties of Virginia, but this was pre- 
Tented by the well disposed citizens, who prevailed on them to substitute 
the flag of the fifteen States. This was the first and only distinct mani- 
festation among any class of a desire to separate from the Union, even if 
such an inference must be necessarily drawn from this act. The matter 
was afterward the anbjeot of indictment as a disturbance of thA..peaoe^ 
nod the parties were convicted by a jury and fined by the eonrt.*!* 

The oommiaaionerB of the United States and on the part of the State^ 
Mid the ofwfereee on the part of the people, having met, the oonfermoe 
was opened on the pert of the oommianoneny by ezpresatng the oonoem 
they felt for the events whieh had ooeaaioned that meeting; but ihey 
dedaied their intention to avidd any nnneoeesaiy obeemtiona on them, 
aald it was their bunnesa to endeavor to eompose the diatnrbanoes whieh 
prevailed; and to restore the aothority of the laws by measures wholly of 
a conciliatory nature. 

It is important here to bear in mind that this was a formal recognition 
of the committee of conference, instead of being regarded as a mere off- 

* When a student at Princeton CoU^gef he wrote, in ooiyonotion with Freneau, a 
poem entitled tha "Rising Qlory of America," in the form of dialogue. It is 
printed in Vjreneaa.*s works, aad in a late edition the part appertaining to Ifr. 
Braekenridge is left oat. The poem foreshadowed in a vemarkaUe maimer the 
Itetare greatness of Amerioa. It was oomposed some years before the Amerieea 
revelatloa. 

t Addisott*s Beport8» 274. 
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shoot of a tniKNMblo aMeaUage. Althoo^ la pnMwn tiag tke pooplAy 
they at onoe united with the goTernmeBt oommuabnefs tat the pnrpoee 
of aceompKihing the same ohjeot, the paelficatioB of the eoantry. This 
was equivalent to an aet of oUivion as leepeeted them, aa to every prenoua 
act) jirovided their anbsequent oonduot continued in oonfomity with their 
present action j and yet, strange to say, even those who exerted themselves 
most to bring about the desired submissiou, aud especially Mr. Bracken- 
ridp:e aud Mr. Gallatin, were still regarded as traitors by the intemperate 
partisans and supporters of government ! 

It was further stated by the commissioners, that the forcible opposition 
which bad been recently made to the laws of the United States, violated 
the great principles on which the republican goverament is founded ; 
that every Buch government mnat at all hazards enforce obedience to the 
general will y and that so long as they admitted themaelTeB to be a part 
of the nation, it was manifeatlj absurd to opjKMO the national aathority. 

The eommiaaioneia then prooeeded to apeak of the obligation on the 
part of the Freaident of the United Statea to oanae the laws to be es- 
eeoted; the meaanzea he had taken for that pofpoae ; his deaiie to avmd 
' the neoeaaity of eoeroion, and the general natnre of the powen he had 
veated in them; and finally lequeated to know whether the oonfereea 
could give any aaanranoe of a diapontion in the people to submit, or 
would recommend such submission to them ? 

The commissioners on the part of the State of Pennsylvania, after this, 
addressed the conferees on the subject of the late disturbances in that 
country } forcibly represented the mischievous consequences of such con- 
duct; explained the nature of their mission, and declared they were 
ready to promise in behalf of the Executive authority of the State, a full 
pardon and oblivion for all that was past, on oondition of entire submis- 
sion to the lawa. 

It is proper here to remind the reader that the oonfareea were intrusted 
with the cause of the people whom they represented, and it waa their 
duty to repraaent it in the most fayoiable light as negofiaCon» and oh* 
' tain for thmr conatitoenta the best terma they oould, although the con- 
ferees for themselvea had unanimously agreed to submit to the goveni- 
ment. They had appointed a anb-oommitteei eonmating of Meaaia. Oook, 
Gallatin and Bnuskenridge, whieh chose the latter to conduct the negotia- 
tions, b(tth verbally and in writing, and who now made the following^ 
reply. He gave a narrative of the causes of discontent and uneasiness 
which very generally prevailed ; these were stated not with a view of 
founding any demands, but for the purpofio of explaining the existing 
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dinffiMtwii. Hmy of the omuns hid hmg eilited, and some from ihe 
first settlonieBt of the eonntiy. Among other thiogSy the people eom- 
plained of the deeisiont of the State conrtSi whieh disooaatenMieed im- 
proTement titlee, and gaye the piefereiiee to those existing only on 

paper. They complain of the war with the Indians, which has so long 
vexed the frontier; and of the inefficient manner in which it has been 
conducted by the government ; they complain, that they have been con- 
tinually harassed by military duty, in being called out to repel incursions j 
1 that the general orovernment bad been inattentive to the treaty of peace, 
respecting the western posts, which formed the rallying points of those 
Indiana ; they complaiD of the indifferenoe of the government as to the 
seouring the free Avigation of the Mississippi, in consequence of which, 
together with the hostility of the Indians, the people of the Weet had no 
. outlet hy the natural ohannel for the prodnee of their fiurms, while the 
aMrantaine shut them in on the East That in oonaeqaenee of these 
things, the tax on distilled spirits was partieiilaxly vneqnal and oppres- 
sive; and this, together with the roinons praotioe of compelling them* to 
appear in the Federal oonrts in Philadelphia, was partieiilarly grieyons, 
whieh last waa the immediate oanse of the late distnrbanees. That Con- 
gress had neglected their remonstrances and petitions ; and that there 
was a great hardship in being summoned to answer for penalties in the | 
courts of the United States, at such a distance from the vicinage. The | 
suspension of the Fettlement at Presq* Isle — the engrossing large bodies | 
of laud as purchasers from the State, by individuals, was mentioned among | 
the prevailing causes of discontent. Also the killing certain persons at i 
General Neville's house, and the sending soldiers from the garrison with- j 
out authority of law. To these inm added the appointment of General > 
X^eville as Inspector of the survey, whose former popularity, and favors j 
reeeived from the people, had made his acceptance of that offioe particn- | 
tarly offensive. It was ohserved, in eondnsioD, that the persons who were 
the actors in the late distnrhanoes, had not intended originally to proceed 
to saoh extremities, hat were led to it from the aots of those who Opposed 
them, whieh occasioned the shedding of hlood ; that the forcihle opposition 
which had been made to the law, was prodnced by the pressure of griev- 
ances, and not by hostility to the government; but if there was any pros- 
pect of redress, no people would more readily show themselves good citizens, 
and cease their opposition to the obnoxious measures of the government. 

The commissioners expressed their surprise at the extent of these 
complaints, and intimated that if all these matters were really causes of 
and dimatisfafltiftn in the minds of the people, it would be 

14 



Digitized by Google 



186 mtnuv nminxiofioir. 

impoMibto lor ih« goremment to aatiffy them. Bat some of ihi&m weie d 
anatofe raoee Mriou than oth«n. TboQgh they woukl not apeak offioiaUj» 
thejataied what waa geneiaUj aodentood aa to the eondvot, meaaoreB aad 
ezpeotatioui of goTonimont vidi nspeel to the Miaaiaaippt lumgatioa, 
the traaty of peaoe, the aospenaloB of the aetdemeRt at P^epq' lale, Ibo. 
That as to the aeto of Gongresa whioh had been fovoiblj opposed^ if il 
were properthat they ahoold be repealed, Oongieaa alone eonld repeal 
them ; bat while they were laws, they must be carried into execution. 
That the petitious of the western counties Lad not been neglected, nor 
their interest overlooked j that in fact, the local interests of these coun- 
ties were better represented than those of any other part of the State ; 
they having no less than three gentlemen in the House ef Representatives, 
when it appeared by the censua that their numbers would entitle them 
only to two. That the acts in question had beea often under the consider- 
ation of Congress ; that they had always been aappoited bj a oonnderable 
minority, in whioh they would find the namea of several gentlemen, oon- 
aidered in these oonntiee as the firmeat frienda of the country. That 
aUihoagb tiie laws rehiting to the general intweata of the Union did not 
admit of a repeal, modificationa had been made, and aome ^Yoiable alterap' 
. tiona in consequence of their representationa; and that at the last aeaaion, 
the Slate conrCa had been yeated with jniiadiotlon over offenaes against 
thoao acta which woold enable the Freeident to remoye one of thdr piin- 
oipal complaints. That the convenience of the people had been, and 
always would be consulted; and the conferees were desired to say, if thero 
was any thing in the power of the Executive that yet remained to be 
done, to make the execution of the acts convenient and agreeable to the 
people, it would be granted. 

One of the conferees then inquired, whether the President could not 
suspend the ezeontion of the excise acts, until the meeting of Congress ; 
but he was intermpted by others, who declared that they considered snoh 
a measure as impracticable. The commiaaionen expressed the same opin- 
ion, and the conyemtion then became more partieulari reapeoting the 
powers the commiaaionen poaaaaaed; the proprielj and neceasity of the 
oonfaroea expreaaing their yiewa npon the proposal to be made, and of 
their calling ihe atanding committee together before the first of Septem- 
ber. Bnt as it was agreed that the propositions and answers should be 
reduced to writing, these must be referred to for the result of the confer- 
ence, of which the outline has just been given. 

When men of sense, and honest intentions, come together, it does not 
require much disoussion to arrive at a proper understanding. It had been 
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nptmrnM on the pirt of the oonfesMS, thai not ixniader them* 

oelTM antlioffned to do more than report to the etending eommittee^ and 
these again to the depntiee at Parhmeon'e Ferry. It was also aaid^ that 
time was yeiy desirable to reooneile the people to the resa It of the con- 
ference. But the commissiouera gave the most oogent reasons against this, 
and among others, that much dissatisfaction was be^nning to show itself 
on the other side of the raountaiDs, and if any thing eould be done to 
obtain the Executive clemency, it must be done at once. The conferees, 
in consequence of this representation, agreed to yield to the wishes of 
Hihe commissioners. They had done their duty to their constituents 
in folly representing all their complaints, well or ill-founded; it now 
became them as lovers of peaoe^ not to pennat wilh obstinacy in unreason 
aUe demands. The foUowing oonrespondenoe now took ptaao. Aeimi 
hsr and separate oonfeienoe was held by the oonferees and the oommis- 
rioners on the part of the State, Messrs. M'Kean and Irrine, and followed 
by a similar oorrespondenoe. 

J!mn the Commissionert on the pari of the United Slates to the Committee of Conference 

Aseembled at Pittsburgh. 

" Pittsburgh, August 21st, 1794. 

** Qbntlemen': — Having had a conference with you, on the important subject 
which calls us to this part of Pennsylvania, we shall now state to you in writing 
agreeably to your request, the nature and object of our mission hither. Consider- 
ing this as a crisis infinitely interesting to our fellow citizens, who have authorized 
you to confer with us, we shall explain ourselves to you with that frankness and 
ancerity whioh the Boltmnity of tha oooidoa damandB. 

•< Tea well know that the Piesident of the United States is charged with the ei- 
eoation of the laws. Obedienoe to the national will being indlspenaahle in a re- 
pvhliean g o ve n uaenti the people of the Uuted States haTo atrietly enjoined it aa 
hia duty, * to see that the lawa are fluthftiUy exeoated.' And whan the ordiaaiy 
authorities of the gOTernment are incompetent for that end, he ia bound to exert 
those higgler powera with whioh the nation haa inToated him for ao extraordinary 
an occasion. 

" It is but too evident that the insurrections whioh have lately prevailed in 
some of the western counties, have surpassed the usual exercise of the civil au- 
thority; and it has been formally notified to the President by one of the associate 
Judges, in the manner the law prescribes, ' that in the counties of Washington and 
Allegheny, in the State of Peansylvania, laws of the United States are opposed, 
and the exeention thereof obatraeted, by e<HBbinationa too powarftil to be sup- 
preaaed by the ordinary eonrae of judicial proceedinga cr the poweta Tcated in the • 
Uarahal of that diatrict' He» therefore, perodTca with the deepeat regret, the 
neoeaaity to which he may be redaoed, of calling forth the national force, ia order 
to anpport the national aothori^, and to canae the lawa to be exeeated ;.bakhehaa 
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dttermined preyioualj to ftddbran himself to tho patrtotian ud reason of thA 

people of the western counties, and to try the moderation of gOTemment, in hopes 
that he miiy not bo compelled to resort to its strength. But we must not conceal 
it from you, thm it is also his fixed determination, if thcjie luipes fhouhl be disap- 
pointed, to employ the force — and if it be nece.^^sary, the whole force of the Union, 
to secure the execution of the laws. He has, therefore, authorized us to repair 
hither, aud by free conferences, and the powers vested iu us, lo endeavor to put an 
end to the present disturbances, and to the opposition to the execation of the Iftm, 
in ft manner that may be finally satisfkoUny to all our fellow oitisens. 

** We liope that this moderation in the goTomment will not be miaconoelTed by 
the eitisens to whom we are sent The President, who feels a paternal solioitndie 
for tiieir welfiire» wishes to prerent the calamities that are impending oTer them — 
to reeall tbem to their duty, and prove to the whole wotld, tiiat if military ooerdoa 
must be employed, it is their choice, not Aw. 

"The powers vested in us, will enable us so to arrange tho execution of the acts 
for raising a revenue on distilled spirits and stills, that little inconvenience will 
arise therefrom to the people — to prevent, as far as is consistent with tho l ublic 
interests, the commencing prosecutions under those acts, at a distance from the 
places where the delinquents reside — tu .su^spcnd prosecutions for the l&te oflfenses 
against the Vmted Stat e e and eren to engage for a general pardon and obliTion 
of them. 

"But, gentlemen, we eqplieitly deolare to yoot that the exereiae of these powers 
must be preeeded by ftaU and eatialhotory assoranees of a sincere determinaUoa in 
•the people to obey the laws of the United States ; and thdr oTentoal operation mnat 
depend upon a corresponding acquiescence in the ezeoaU<m of the acts which have 
been opposed. We have not, and coming from the Exeoetivc, you well know that 
we cannot have any authority to suspend the laws, or to offer the most distant 
hopes, that the acts, the execution of which has been obstructed, will be repealed. 
On the contrary, we are free to declare to you our private opinions, that the na- 
tional councils, while they consult the general interests of tho republic, and en- 
deavor to conciliate every part, by local accommodations to citizens who respect 
the laws, will sternlyref^ every indulgence to men who accompany their requests 
with threats, and resist by foroe the public authority. 

M Upon ibese prindples, we are ready to enter with' you into the details necessary 
for the ezereise of our powers— to learn what local aeeommodations are, yet want- 
ing to render the ezeeutioa of the laws oouTenient to the people — to ooneert with 
yon measures for restoring harmony and order, and for burying the past in obliT- 
ion, and to unite our endeavors with yours, to eeeure the peace and happiness of 
our common country. 

*' It is necessary to apprize you thus early, that at present we do not con.'^ider 
ourselves fis authorized to enter into any conferences on this subject after the first 
of September ensuing. We therefore hope that the business will be so conducted, 
that some definite answer may be given to us before that day. 

•c We cannot beliere, that hi so great a crisis, any attempts to temporise and pro- 
crastinate will be made by those whs sincerely lore their oountiy, and wish to s^ 
sure its tranquility. 
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'* We alio dmUxn to yon, tint no indalgMMo iriU be gifen io eoj ftitare olfeiiae 
•gaiiut tlie United States, and thnt they irho shall hemfler, directly or indireoftyi 
oppoie the exeevtion of tlie Inm, mnet abide tbe eoueqneneee of their oondnot. 

Jambs Ross, 

J. Ykatka, 

Wm. BRADrORD." 

To the forogoiDg, the oonferees made the followiog answer, iigned by 
the ehairman ; 

Amwtr oj th$ Committ4$. 

** PmsBUBQH, August 22d, 1794. 

**Qs]lc&miBN : — Having in onr conference, at considerable length, stated to 
you the grounds of that discontent which exists in the minds of the people of this 
country, and which has lately shown itself in acts of opposition to the excise law, 
you will consider us as waiving any question of the constitutional power of the 
President to call upon the force of the Union to suppress tfyem.* It is our object, 
as it is yours, to compose the disturbance. 

*' We are satisfied, that in substance you have gone as far as we could expect 
the SzeeiitiTe to go. It only remains to ascertain year propositions more in det^ 
and to say what arrangement it may be in yonr power to make witii regard to eon- 
Tenienoe in eoUeeting the revenue under the exdae laws; how far it may be eon^brt- 
ent witii the pnblie interest, to prevent oommeneing proseontaons under those laws 
at a distanoe from places where tlie delinquents redde; on what ooncBtions, or drw 
eumstances, prosecutions for the late violations sliall be suspended ; that is to say, 
whether on the individual keeping the peace, or on its being kept by the country . 
in general — and also with regard to the general amnesfy. whether the claiming the 
benefit of it, by an individual, shall depend on his own future conduct, or that of • 
the whole community ? 

•*We have already stated to you, in conference, that we are empowered to give 
you no definitive answer with regard to the sense of the people, on the great ques- 
tion of aeoeding to the htw ; but that in our opinion, it is the interest of the oouii- 
try to accede; and that we shall make this report to the oommittee^ to whom we 
are to report, and state to them tlie reasons of onr opinion; that so far as they 
have weighty they may be regarded by them. It will be our endeavor to oondliate, 
not only them, but the public mind in general, to onr views on this subject We 
hope to be assisted by you, in giving all that extent and precision, clearness and 
certainty, to your propositions, that may be neeessary to satisfy the understand- 
ings, and engage the acquiescence of the people. 

♦'It is to be understood, that in acceding to the law, no inference is to be drawn, 
or constructicn raa(ie, that we will relinquish a constitutional opposition ; but that 
we will, undeviatingly, and constantly, pursue every legal means and measures for 
obtaining a repeal of the law iu quebtion. 

*A donbt existed in the mind of the Secretary of State, Edmund Randolph, 
whether a case had been made out, by the oertificate of Judge Wilson, to author- 
ize the calling out of the militia. Whatever might be the l^^al question, the fact 
of the neoessity was notorious. 
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**Am we 919 diipoMdiritli joii» to hrnn the mum ef the peoptotekeii on the sob- 
jMt of oar oonfbrraoo m tptodUj m mmj be, with thai fiew, we hmf9 TeeoWed 

eaU the eommittee to whom out report is to be made, at an earlier day tban had 

been appointed, to wit: on Tliursday, the 28th instant, but hnve not thought our- 
selves aathoriied in ehanging the plaoe, at Redstone, Old Fort» on the Monon* 
gahela. 

By order of the committee. 

EowABD Cook, Cftotaon. 
'* To the Gommifloionera <m the part of the Union.** 

. In oompliADoe with tbe reqiMst for more speeifio details as to tbe oon- 
ditions, Ac. the oommisaioiiem oommnnioated the following note : 

^* The oommiBsioners appointed bj the ^President of the United States to confer 
with the citiiens in the western part of Pennsylvania, having been assured by the 
committee of conference of their determination to approve the proposals made, and ' 
to recommend to the committee appointed by the meeting at Parkinson's ferry, a 
submission to the acts of Congress, do now proceed to declare what assurances of 
snbmisaion will be deemed foil and satisfactory, and to detail the engagements 
they are prepared to make. 

** 1. It is expected, and required by tbe said commissioners, that the citizens 
wnnposing the eaid general eonumttee, do on or before the let day of September, 
explidtly deelare their datomdnation to ■nbSiit to the laws of the United States, 
and they will not direet|y or indireetly oppose the aets for raising a roTsnae on 
• distilled spirits and etiUs. 

** 2. Tiiat thsy do ezpliidtly reoommend a peifeot and entire aoqtussoenoe onder 
' the ezeontion of said acts. 

" 8. That they do in like manner recommend that no violence, injuries or threats 
be oflFercd to the person or property of any officer of the United States, or citizen 
complying with the laws, and to declare their determination to support (as far as 
the laws require) the civil authority in affording the protection due to all officers 
and citizens. 

** 4. That measures be taken by meetings in election districts, or otherwise, the 
determination of the citizens in the fourth survey of Pennsylvania to submit to 
the sidd laws, and tliat satisfiMtoiy aBsaranees be g^Ton by the eald eommis* 
rioners tiiat the people have so determined to submit^ on or before the 14th of Sep- 
tember next. 

"The said eommissionera, if a ftill and perfect oomplianoe with the above re- 
quisition slmll take plsoe, have power to promise and eagsge in the manner follow- 
ing, to wit: 

"1. No prosecution for any treason, or other indictable offense, against the 
United States, committed in the fourth suryey of Pennsylvania, before this day, 
shall be proceeded on, or commenced, until the 10th day of July next. 

**2. If there shall be a general and sincere acquiescence in the execution of the 
said laws, until the said 10th day of July next, a general pardon and oblivion of 
all snoh offenses shall be granted, excepting therefrom, nevertheless, every person 
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who shall in the meantime willfall j obstruct, or attempt to obstmoi, the execntioii 
of any of the hawt of the United States* or be in taj wise tiding or abetting 
therein. 

**8. Congress having by an act passed on the fifth day of June last, authorized 
the State courts to take cognizance of offenses against the said acts for raising 
revenue upon distilled spirits and stiUs, the President has determined that he will 
direct suits against 8ucb delinquents to be prosecuted therein ; if upon experiment, 
it be found that looal prejudices, or other caoses, do not obetrnot the faithfbl ad* 
BdaietratloB of jnatioe. But it ie to be nadentood, that of tUe he must be the 
jadge, and that he does Boi mean bj this deteimittation- to impair aaj power Tested 
in the Bxeevtive of the Ihiited States. 

Certain lenefidalaftangemeats for adjusting deUnqnendes and proseeotions 
in penaltieii, new depending, shall be made and eommnnieated by the offioen ap- 
pointed to carry said acts into execution. 

*' QlTen under oar hands at Pittebnrgh, this 22d day of August, 1794. 

James Ross, 
J. Yeatbs, 
Wic Bead? OEP. 

** To the Committee of Conferenoe." 

The following note was sent by the oommittee of eonfeienoe : 

**PinsBimoB, Angnst 28, 17M. 

•'GniiraBiaH:— We presome it has been understood by you that the confer^ 
enoe on oar part consists of members, not only from tlie eoonties west of the Al« 
leg^eny mountains, but firom Ohio eoonty in Yir^nisi and yonr pn^oeitions made 
in gmeral by year irst letter, being addreesed to this oonferenoe, the Ohio eoonty 
was eonddered as included; yet in your propositions made in detail by year last, 
you confine them to the sorr^ witliin PennsylTania. We would request an ex- 
planation on this particular. 

'•We have ouly further to say, wo shall make a faithful report of your propo- 
sitions, which we approve, and will recommend them to the people ; and however 
they may be received, we are persuaded nothing more could have been done by you, 
or us, to bring the business to an accomuiodation. 

By order of the committee. 

Edward Cook, Chairman, 
*' To the Commissioners on the part of the Union. " 

Eepli/ of the Commissionert. * 

K PiTTSBUBOB, Augost 28d, 1794. 
"Gkntlbmkn : — Ha^g received your assurances of your approbation of the 
proposiUons ma^e by us, and year determination to recommend them to the peo- 

*this letter does not appear to be in the report made by the eonflsrees to the 
eomnitteei. It ssys: '*In oonseqoenee of the aboTe, a eonferenee took place with 
the gentleoNin from Oliio^ and seoie arrangements were made aeoordingly. " 
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pie, we haye nothing further to add, except to replj to tiiat part of JOur letter 
which relates to the gentlemea from Ohio county. 

•* The whole tenur of our letter of the 21st inst. shows that we had come among 
jovL in consequence of the diatorbances which had prevailed ia the western parts 
4lf P«iiiu|yWuiU ; to pnwmt Mta»l emplo7m«Dt of milittarj eotroioii there, as 
o<{ateniplatod hj thi Prtaidakf a proabMnatkni; and that the late offenaea Teflsrred 
to^ were the iaanneetioiia whieh had pretailed in aoise of the weeten eoimtiea. 
We therefore eannot extend our propoeitions. 

*« In addition to this, we were well aasnred that the people of Ohio ooimty have 
not generally authorized those genttemen to represent theoi, and we cannot at pree* 
ent undertake to make any definite arrangements with them. 

'* We are, however, willing to conyerse with those gentlemen on the subiect ; fiTii 
we have no doubt that on satisfactory proofs of their determination to support the 
laws of their country, and of an entire submission to them by those from whom 
they came beiug giveu, the President will, upon our recommendation, extend a 
similar pardon to any late oflfense committed against tlic United States, if any such 
have been committed. We are. willing^ on ree^ving aoeh aaaoraaeee from theniy to 
reeommend aneh application acoordlngly. 

Jambs Boaa, 

J. Ykatm, 

*' To the Committee of Conference." 

While the commissioneini prepared their report to the government of 
tLe L lilted States of the result of the confcreacc, the conferees coinmUted 
to Mr. Brackenridge the task of preparing that to be laid before the 
Standing committee at Brownsyille. Mr. Gallatin in his speech in the 
Legislature, states that he differed from its author, in some particulars. 
He might have been right, but a mere difference does not of itself prove 
him to have been so. This report was submitted to a/riendly examioa- 
tioD by the commiasionerBi who made some suggestions which were 
adopted by the author. 

The following letter was delivered to Mr. Brackenridge just before his 
departure from Browusville, directed to Messrs. Kirkpotriek^ Smith, 
Powers, Bradford, Marshall^ Edgar, Oook» Gallatin, Lang, Martin, Lucas, 
and Brackenridge, late conferees: 

"PiTTSBimaH, August 27, 1794. 

*• Qkntlem£N : — Since your departure from Pittsburgh, we have tranaraitted 
information of our proceedings to the Secretary of State, and it being evident from 
them, that the eatiafiMtory proof of a sineere snlmiiaBion cannot be obtained before 
the first of September, we may nadertake to aaaure you, that tiie tnorement of the 
militia wiU be raapended until furthw infnnnation is ree«iTed fironi us. 

<• We alao authorise you to aasnre the friends of order, who may be diaposed to 
exert themseLTes to restore the authority of the laws, that they may rely upoa all 
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the protection the gOTernment can giTO, and that erery measure necessary to re- 
press and punish the violence of ill-disposed individuals who may dissent from the 
general sentiment, (if there ahoold be any such,) will be promptly taken in the 
manner the law directs. 

We are, gentlemen, your most obedient serrants, 

Jamxs Ross, 
J. Tbaiu, 
Wk. Brabkab. *' 

*'In drafting the report," says Mr. Braokenridge, " I had iatroduced 
the general statement of grievances, with a view to show that we had 
made the most of our case.* But the commissioners thought it would 
rather encourage opposition than submission — it was therefore stricken out. 

'* I had stated, strongly, the sense of the commissioners of the out- 
rages committed ; the burning, the expalsion, the interoepting the mail, 
the march from Braddook's Field. Il wu with n view of plaoing these 
thingn in the strongest light before the peoploi in order that they might the 
better appieeiate the yalne of the amnesty. I am <)ispoBed to belieTe that 
iheee gave'offenie to Biadford and Manhall. F^m thii.time they 
showed a marked eoolneea toward me. I oasnot believe that Marshall was 
at all dissatisfled at being relieved from the extremely hasardoos attnation 
in whioh he had been pkoed. 

added, in the oonehision, some reasons as gronnds for eoneeding to 
the propositions of the commissioners. They were such as I thought 
would have weight with the people. Mr. Gallatin, in his speech in the 
Legislature* «f Pennsylvania, on the subject of the Insurrection, says, 
' They were such, I suppose, as, in the judgment of the author, would 
make most impression upon the people ; on that head, however, I think 
he was mistaken.' I think now (continues Mr. Brackenridge,) as I did 
then, that they were the most likely to piodace the effect; but that is a mens 
matter of opinion, which I am not going to dispute. The true demo- 
cratic principle on whioh I think it should be pnt, was, without doubty 
that the will of the people should gOTSm. The national will had made 
ihe law^ and should be obeyed. It is an abstiaet argument tiiat must sat- 
isfy the underatandingy but eannot reooneile the heart. It is diffieult to 
leeonofle ihe idea that the majority made the law, howsrer oppresaiTe to 
us, yet the good of the whole, or <tf the greater number, reqoiies us to 
submit. My argument, therefore, ehiefly oontemplated the want of 

♦ It is to this Mr. Ross alludes, in his letter to Mr. Brackenridge, when he says: 
** And when you came as a committee-man to settle the terms of submission, I am 
persuaded there is none will deny that you exerted yourself to get every reasoii-. 
able conoesuon on the part of the government, in favor of your oonstitoenta." 
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power. I alflo intvodooed the idea ni postponeiMBt^ and sobmitliDg wider 
present eiimmurtaiioeai and thus aoqueaeing in a preaent evil, in the 
liope of a fatnie xemedy. Bnt, aaid one to me, < tlie people oan never be 
rooaed again/ I know tliat, and it is iheiefoio safe to refer them to a 
fntiire daj. The people would begin to look haok when passion had sab- 
sided, and thus see the preoipioe on which they had been standing. Let 
the law go into operation, and thej would not find it the evil they ima- 
gined it to he." 

The above reasoning would not be likely to suggest itself to one brought 
up under a despotic government, where the sovereign is every thing and 
the people nothincr* where obedience — mere obedience, is all that is re- 
quired ; and where the crouching slave must prostrate himself before 
the eap and plume of power. It ia a kind of leaeoning which, perhaps, 
saTors of MadhiaveUsm — yet there are but two wap of infinencing the 
action of the people, moral suasion or brute force. The^pnmd spirit of 
the Ireeauui is not to be snbdned by a frown or • blow ; whenever this is 
ilie esse^ the vital spark of libetty is eztingnished. The sovereign will of 
the majoiity most, notwithstanding, be respeeted, and the people made to 
yield to it as, in part, their own will ; and, at the same time, care nraat be 
taken not to orosh that stnrdy spirit of resistenoe, withoot whioh free 
institntions win soon degenerate into despotism. Mr. Braokenridge, 
always a democrat, maintained that a free people should be induced by 
reason to be the conquerors over tbeir own passions, and not humbled and 
broken by outward force. These were the seutiments whiA governed 
his course during the insurrection : the reverse of those which then pre- 
vailed in the Federal party, with its strong Hamiltonian government, its 
sedition laws and its standing army. In a government like ours, all the 
arts of persuasion and peace should be exhausted, before a resort to foroe; 
not so with despotisms and those who mimio them. 

Daring the negotiations, a publipation appeared in the Pittsburgh 
GfamlUf whioh had an injnrioas effeot, both as rsspeets Mr. Braekeniidge 
penonally, and the objeet he was then laboring to effiot with so mneh 
eameifeoess. It was a sporions attemptat wit in the form of a dialogue of 
Indian ehieftiy either intonded as a burlesque on the insoigents, or a 
satireon theexeiseliw, itisdiffieolttosaywliieh. Fsnons of little dis« 
orimination attributed this production to Mr. Brackenridge, as is often 
the case, merely on the ground of his reputation for wit ; for there is not 
the slightest resemblance in style, and besides, without any motive which 
could induce him to write such a thing. He promptly denied it, and the 
denial was ooRoborated by Mr. Scall| the printer. Moreover, it appeared 
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afterward thai flie piodmelioii wai that of a daeidad fnand af ilia azdaa 
lawy who left hia name wiih the printer for any one who might wish to 
know it The puerile prodnotkn waa aaoribed to Mr. Braekenridge by 
hia enemieB, and lepreaented aa intended to ridioole the government. 
Bren after the lapse of half a eentnry, his enemies persist in attributing 
it to him, and Mr. Wharton, in his voluminous compilation in the volume 
entitled State Trials," sajs it was denied by Mr. Brackenridge at the time 
in a "lame sort of way." It waa impossible for the denial to have been 
more explicit, and the fact placed beyond doubt by the editor of the paper.* 
In these negotiations, it will be seen that Mr. Brackenridge occu- 
pied that position to which hia superior talents and high character 
entitled him. The transactions were too much of a pnhlio and official 
character, to permit Findley, and others prejudiced against him, to cast 
him in the haokgronnd by exalting Mr. QaUatia above him. Iiet justice 
be done; and there ia nothing farther fkom the deaire of the author of 
ihia work than to detmot £com the merit of Mr. GaUaAin; he freely ae- 
knowledges hia eminent talents, and Talvable serneaa In patting a atop to 
the insnneetion. He goes fiuther, and does not hesitate io defend him 
finom those enemies of his, and of the rights of the people, who assailed 
him with the epithets of disorganiser and demagogue, and eren traitor, 
on account those resolutions, passed at public meetings two years before, 
against the excise law. The whole history of these transactions — the 
government documents and admissions — all prove that this was oppres- 
sive and unequal ; that the people had reason and right to complain, even 
in language rude and intemperate." If those complaints must only be 
uttered in humble and temperate language, who is to prescribe the terms 
of that language? The oppressor, of course, would not be the fit person 
to prescribe it! Surely the rights of the people stand upon higher 
ground than thial le^ I admit, that the people ahould be solemnly 
impressed with ihe sentiment, that there ia nothing mors atoocioua in a 
free goTomment, than Tiolent and foroihle oppootion to the laws, or so* 

* Understanding that a certain publication which appeared in ovir paper '^ome 
time ago, containing speeches in imitation of an Indian treaty, and supposed to re- 
flect on the militia of Jersey, &c. has been attributed abroad to Mr. Brackenridgo, 
we are ready to declare that Sir. Brackenridge is not the author. 

Xhe printer is sorry thst the pvUiostioa abore alleded to hes given oflimie. 
Jhe author, who lies always been an open end evoiM advoeate agNUt the violent 
proeeedings, hod no other intention than to give the oommiailoBers of the ITnitod 
States a representation of the different ideas of the people in this ooontry at that 
time^ without meaning a refleetion on any man or set of men. It is expeoted thnt 
these faots will remove all pnijodioes that may hnve taken plaee." 
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natenoe to tbmr «zMatioii» wbieh tlie foattdadon of all goronment 
and all aeenritj. While tliia tnith was follj aoknowledgad hj the oon- 
feroes, it will he Been, by the oovraspondeneey that thej were moat earefol 
to pnserre to the people the right to purane all eonatitatioiial and lawfU 
means of procuring a repeal of the ezoiae laws, which they honestly re- 
garded as unjust and oppressive. 

The terms offered by the comraissionerB on the part of the President, 
cannot be too much praised. They bear that stamp of humanity and 
firmness combined, which distinguished the true greatness of Washinp::ton. 
It is a lamentable reflection, that they were not afterward adopted as 
frankly and aa promptly, by the standing committee at Brownsville, and 
a laige portion of the people, aa thej were hy the committee of confer* 
enoe. If thia had been the case, the country would have settled down 
in peaee^ and mnoh nuaerf , aaffmng and anxiety would hare heen aparod. 
At this diatanoe of time, it ia dii&enlt to aeoonnt for the htit that tenna 
ao leaaonahle and modemte, preaented in a way ao little oaUralated to oU 
fend the feelingii of the prondeat fieeman, were not at pnee, and rniani- 
movfllyy emhraoed by the people. Let va hope that ainee that day our 
oonn^ymen hare made some adTanoe in yirtae and intelligenoe. 

Although a vantage ground had been obtained by the committee of 
. conference, in the favorable terms obtained from the commissioners, still 
the battle was yet to be fought; and owing to the height of insane pas- 
sion to which the people had been wrought, the issue was very doubtful, 
and full of danger to Messrs. Ikackouridge and Gbllatin, (and especially to 
the former,) who would be compelled to confront this mass of violence and 
ignoranoe— bold, noisy, and perhaps outnumbering the peaceful and well 
dtapoaed, who would gladly hail the report of the confeieea aa the hu- 
bingerof peace. 

Already the leaden in the oommittee ai oonfeienee, and eapeoiallj Mr. 
Braekenridge, began to feel the effeola of vulgar detraetion. A great out- 
cry waa made, and more partieularly among thoae who had been moat ac- 
tive in the late aoenea of violenoe. It waa asaerted that he had been 
bribed; that it waa known that lauyers would take feea; that the oom* 
missionera had brought gold ^th them ; and that he had receiTed enough 
to render it unnecessary for him to practice law during the remainder of 
bis life ! His moral courage was put to the test, while his personal safety 
was by no means certain. By voluntarily incurring the loss of his pres- 
ent popularity, ho had abandoned all hope of being elected to Congress, 
for which he was then a candidate, and previous to this, with almost a 
oertainty of being elected. As to Bradford, he vory soon relapsed into 



Digitized by Google 



DiBSAiiiiiUiiiov or sai fsopli. 209 

lus old ways — the moment he thought the popuUur tide wsb hegioDing to 
turn, he was swept along with it ; and showed himself at the last to he 
the same weak| misehievons heing that he had been from the first. Was 
he possessed of eloqnenoe, the only quality on which his popularity eonld 
rest ? No ; but he conld declaim, and thus supplied a voice to the rash 
aud iaconaiderate. There is also a reason wbicli may be discovered, by 
looking a little deeper into human nature. The acts of violence com- 
mitted in burning Neville's house, had formed a sort of conscious sepa- 
ration in society between those who had shared in it and those who had 
Dot — a separation of the bulls from the goats, which served to keep alive 
the ferocity which, had been engendered by that act of outrage. Those 
who had openly approved of that and other similar aotSy were placed in the 
same footing with the participators of them. I( was goilt thirsting for 
the commission of new orimeS; or companionship in its worse than misery* 
Mr. Gallatin in his OTidenoe on the trials^ says : I spoke but two words^ 
'amnesty and repeal/ " He spoke the word ** repeal/' but Mr. Brack- 
enridge .first spoke the word amnest/' — and in addition, the word snb- 
mission/' These two words were first spoken by him at the Mbgo Creek 
meeting/ where he so happily drew the line of distinetion between those 
who were compromised in the late acts of yiolence, and those who were 
not. The idea of amnesty was never lost sight of by him, and events 
had verified what he then said of the mildness and clemency of Washing- 
ton, and his unwillingness to shed the blood of his countrymen, by whonx 
he knew he was universally beloved." The evidence of Mr. Henry Pur- 
viance is conclusive on this head, it is alone sufficient to put to rest the 
irianders of a thousand Hildreths and Graigs — his words are, ''The course 
pursued by j\Ir. Braokenridge, through the whole of the insarreotion, had 
bat two objects in yiew, to bring about submission, and at the same time 
proenre an amnesty for the oonntiy." Mr. Pnnrianoe stood high as a 
lawyer, and at the time of making this statement, was the pnblio proee- 
entor. What more meritorious moUyes eonld actuate any man than those 
just mentioned T fie sacrificed a most brilliant political career in Con- 
gress, (afterward occupied by Mr. Gallatin,) to his love of country, and 
his devotion to Tirtuous principles. When we haye the evidence of all 
his distinguished cotemporaries, without a sinr^lo contradiction, is it not 
surprising that any one at this day should have the audacity to speak of 
him in the language of the two writers just named?* 

«Bii(lr»fli and Craig. 
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NOTES TO CHAPTER VIII. 



An Mkm J^imi^* 

*< Speeches intended to be spoken at a 
Tr««t J now holding with tiM Six Udl«d 
Nftlioos oC White Indiani, MtOod »t 
the town of Pittsbqrsh, on the 20th of 
Angiut, 1794, bj the Gommiseioners 
■eat firom Philadelphia for th»t pnr- 
pose. 

Captain Blanket, an Indian chief, 
ipoke as follows : 

"*Bbotubb8 — ^We welcome yoa to the 
old eounoil fire at ttde plaee— It is a 
Inoky spot of gromd for h<ddiag Indiaa 
treaties. No good has atteoded your 
treaties ai Beaver Giesk» MasMngqin, 
fte. As the proffer of tUs treaty has 
originated with your great emuunl at 
Philadelphia, we therefore expect you 
have good terms to ofl'er. But you 
know, brothers, that it ever has been a 
custom to pay Indians well for coming 
to treaties ; and you may be assured, 
that unless we are well paid, ot ftUly tatU- 
fiedf jour aUemjpts of any hind wiU not 
hare the least effeet Howerw, we do 
not donbt hut the pay is prorided; and 
titat 7011 have a sniHeieBey of blaakets 
and breeeh-elonts, powder and lead ; and 
that the wagons are cloae at hand. You 
know, brothers, that our neighbors, the 
British, over the lakes, pay their Indians 
well; that they have inexhaustible stores 
of blankets and ammunition, and that if 
they were offering us a treaty, they 
would not h£Bitate a moment to satisfy 
all our demands.' 
«< Oaptain Whiskey apoka next 
«<«BBOiHns — Ity fdend, Oaptain 
Blanket^ has indulged himself in a little 
drollery about blankets, &o. but I must 
qpeak to the point I am told tliat the 



people of ymur great oonncil call ns a 
pareel of drunken mgaamfins^ beeanae 
we indulge ooraelTes with a little «f onr 
homespun iHiiskey; and that we on^t 
to pay well for this extraordinaiy hizniy. 
What would they think if the same was 
said of them, for drinking beer and 
cider ? Surely the saying will apply with 
equal force in both cases. We say that 
our whiskey shall not be saddled with an 
unequal tax. You say, it shall ; and to 
enforce the collection of three or four 
thousand dollars p«r annum of net inro- 
eeeds, you will ^d an army of 12,900 
men, or donUe that number if i 
This if a new fSuhloned kind of 
indeed. It is a pity that thia army had 
not been employed long ago, in '^■ti^g 
your old warrior, General Wayne, or 
chastising the British about the lakes. 
However, I presume it is the present 
policy to guard against offending a nation 
with a king at their head. But remem- 
ber, brothers, if we have not a king at 
our head, we have that peweiM monardi, 
Captain Whiskey, to eommaad us. By 
the power of his iafluenoe^ and a loTe to 
Am ^er«9n, we are impelled to every great 
and heroic act. Yon know, brothenb 
that Captain Whiskey has been a great 
warrior in all nations, and in all armies. 
He is a descendant of that nation called 
Ireland ; and to use his own phrase, he 
has peopled three-fourths of this western 
world with his own hand. We, the Six 
United Nations of White Indians, are 
prindpally his Isf^timate offspring; and 
those who are not, hare all imbibed his 
prinoiples and passions— that is, a lore 
of whiskey ; and will therefore fight for . 
our bottle till the last gasp. Brothers, 
you must not think to frighten us witli 
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fine arranged USM of infantty, «mlry 

and artillery, composed of jonr water- 
melon armies from the Jersey shore; 
they would cut a much better figure 
-warring with crabs and oysters, about 
the capes of the Delaware. It is a com- 
mon thing for Indiaas to fight your best 
•miifli^ in » proporiioik of <mo to five ; 
tborof ofo we would not hodtnto n momont 
to attnok tUi urmj at tho »te of dao to 
ten. Oar notiona eao, apon ui wvgwey, 
prodttoe twenty thotuand wuriort; you 
may then caloolate what your army ought 
to be. But I must not forget that I am 
making an Indian speech ; I must there- 
fore give you a smack of my national 
tongue — Tougash Qetchie — Tougash Get- 
chie ; very strong man me, Captain Whis- 
key.' 

*«Gaplofai AUiaaoe noxt took the floor : 
•<*Bio>xuBO~M7 IHend, Captain 
Wliiekoy, has nado some fine llonrislieB 
•boat the power of Ua all-oonqnering 

monarch, Whiak^y} and of the intfo- 
pidity of the sons of St. Patrick in 
defense of their beloved bottle. But we 
will suppose when matters are brought 
to the test, that if we should find our- 
seWes unequal to the task of repelling 
this tremendous army, or that the great 
council will still persevere in their deter- 
■dnation of impoeing nneqnal and op- 
preaeive dntiea ii^on our whiskey, who 
knowe but sobo ml ^kit might prompt 
na to a adoration l^pom tha Union, and 
call for the allianoe of some mofo friendly 
nation. You know that the g r ea t nation 
of Kentucky have already enggeated the 
idea to us. They are at present Mis- 
sissippi mad, and we are whiskey mad ; 
it is, therefore, hard to tell what may be 
the issue of such united madness. It 
appears as if the Kentuckians were dis- 
posed to bow tho knee to the Spanish 
noBaieh, or kiss tho Popo*a a— e» and 
voar a omoifiz, rather than be Imger 
dapriTod of their darling Mlaaiaalppi; 



and we might bo daipomte onoagb» rather 

than submit to an odious excise, or un- 
equal taxes, to invite Prince William 
Henry, or some other royal pup, to take 
us by the hand, provided he would guar- 
antee equal taxation, and exempt our 
whiskey. This would be a pleasing over- 
ture to the toftl fluoiily of England; 
thegr wonld eagorlj embftoe thelhroiablo 
moBMnt^ to add again to their oortailed 

iiftiwtiilAM in Ameriea. to ^^^ttanmnAm^t^ 

some of their numerona brood with king* 
dome and principalities. We would soon 
find that great warrior of the lakea, 
•Simcoe, flying to our relief, and employ- 
ing those numerous legions of white and 
yellow savages for a very different pur- 
pose to what they have now in view. 
If the Kentnokiana ahonld alao take it 
into their heada to withhold tnppliea 
from joor good old warrior Wagna^ who 
ia often vary near atarring in tha wilder* 
ness, his army mnat be *****titiivlely an* 
nihilated, and your great council might 
forever bid adieu to their territory woat 
of the mountains. This may seem very 
improbable indeed ; but as great wonders 
have happened in Europe within the 
course of three years past.' 

''Captain Paolficus then rose, and con- 
cloded the bnainoaa of the daj: 

"*Bnovnna— My friend Allianoe haa 
made aome tv^ alarming obaerratlona; 
and I oonliMa theiy haTo oonaideiable 
weight with me. ▲ deipeiate pooplo 
may be drofo to deaperate resources ; but 
as I am of a peaceable dispoaition, I 
shall readily concur in every reasonable 
proposition which may have a tendency 
to restore tranquility, and secure our 
union upon the true principks of equal- 
ity and justice. It is now time to know 
the true object of your mission ; if you 
are mesaengera of peace, and come to 
offer na a treaty, why attempt to delifer 
it at the point of tho bajonet If yon 
are only ooma to grant pardona for paat 
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oflbniMi ywk BMd not lisre (ktigaed 
yoOTMlTes with laeh wtxwmt^imrj dis- 
patch on the journey; we have not yet 
begged your pardon ; we are not yet at 
the gallows or the guillotine, for you will 
have to catch us before you bring tia 
there. But as I am rather mom of a 
ootinMlor flun a warrior, I am more 
difpoMd to lij hold of tlio obalntatfaer 
fhaa tho tomahawk. I iliaU therefbre 
propoM that a total ■aspension of all 
liootUttloa, and tho cmu$ thoroof, ahall 
Immediately take place on both Bides, 
until tho next meeting of onr groat na- 
tional council. If your powers are not 
competent to this agreement, we expect, 
as you are old counselors an^l peaceable 
men, that you will at least report and 
recommend it to our good old father who 
alta at tho hohs. Wo know it was hia 
dntj to mako prodamatioii, fto. fto., hat 
we ospoet ofoiy thing that oaa nsait 
ftrom his prodonoo, homanity and boner* 
olenoo, toward his fellow creatores.' 

** A belt on which is inscribed * Ploity 
4tf whiaksji without ozeiso.' 



**A report of the proceedings of the 
committee appointed at the meeting 
at Parkinson's Ferry, on the 14th of 
August, 1794, to confer with the com- 
miiiioncrs on tho part of tho Exocn- 
Uto of the Unioni and on tho part of 
tho BzoeutlTo Ponn^lTania, on tho 
subjeet of tiio late opporition to the 
laws of the Union, and violation of 
the peace of the State goremment. 

On the part of (he ExecntlTe of the Union.* 

William Bradford, Attorney General of 

the United States. 
Joseph Yeates, Associate Judge of the 

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. 
Jasper Ross, Senator in the Congress of 

the United States. 

<hi a* pari of tte IiMatlve of FuuujlTsnia. 
Thomaa M'KsaD, Ohief Justioe of the 
State of PMuugrhaaia, 



William Indne, Repreeentative la tt« 
Congress of the United States. 

COMMITTEE OF COKFKBKRCB. 

Westmoreland County. Washington Connty. 
John Kirkpatricic, David Bradford, * 
George Smith, John Marshall, 

John Powers. James Edgar. 

Fayette County. A.llegheny County. 

Bdwud Oook, Thomas Morton, 
Albert Gallatin, John Loeas, 
James Lang. H. H. Bvaekenridee. 

Ofaio Ooontj fHrilidB). 
William M'Kinley, WUliam Sutherland, 
John StefOBBon. 

•♦A committee having met on the 20th, 
proceeded to the election of a chairman, 
upon which Edward Cook was nominated 
and took his place. 

«*A qneotioii was made, whether the 
pr o peeed oonferonoo wiA oommisoion- 
ers firom the goreniment should be 
private or publie. It was determined 
that it should be priiate, as leas liable 
to interruption, and as leading the com- 
missioners from the government to give 
a more frank and full communication of 
their sentiments and intentions; and that 
after tho preliminary arrangements, the 
correspondence as to what was material, 
would be in writing, which the committee 
were not at libor^ to oommunioato to 
the publie immediatelj, but to report to 
the oommittee of saf^, whioh was to 
meet 4m the fltst Tuesdaj of September. 

**It was moved and <Ureoted that two 
members be appointed to wait npon the 
commissioners on the part of the Union 
and of the State government, and to ad- 
just with them the plaoe and time of « 
conference, 

Thomas Morton and James Edgar 
were appointed. 

** Agneablo to arrangement, a ooafor- 
enoe took plaoe at ten o^elook nszt dsj, 
and was opened by a eommuaieatloii m 
the part of the enmmissioaers of the 
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Union, stating with all the solemnity due 
to the occasion, the extreme pain it had 
gireB to tlio BanoutiTo, to hm h«ord 
from time to timo of the deviotiona from 
'the oomtitiitioiitl line of ezprening » 
dialiko of pertieiiUr Uwi, to those means 
of Tiolence and outrage which would 
lead to the having no laws at all ; that 
in the case of the present infractions, 



house ; reducing him to the necessity of 
relinquishing the eoontry by a flight at 
an mreaionable liowr, adfil Ifj a eirovi- 
tona route of maaj handred milee through 
a wildenieee ; the attaekiog the Marshal ; 
ezpeUing aa Amooiate Jadge^ the Fro- 
thonotary of the county, &o., and alMve 
all, invading the cabinet of goremment, 
in the interceptinp- of the public mail, 



they were solemnly called upon by the and violating the right of the citizen by 



constitution to exert the force of the 
Union to suppress them ; but that in the 
first instance ail those lenient measures 
of aooommodatloB were about to be tried, 
that tke ffwt reloetaiioe of the Bzeeu- 
tcre to have reeonrse to foroei ^td indu- 
ced it to nee; that for this pnrpoae they 
Imd been eonmimloiied with oertain pow- 
ers from the Executive, in order that, if 
possible, short of bloodshed, submission 
to the laws might be obtained, and peace 
restored ; that in the meantime the most 
effectual and decisive measures had been 
taken, that should a pacification be found 
impracticable, by an address to the pa- 
triotimn and reason ef the people, sub- 
miaalon most be enforoed, and howerer 
pelnfial, the strength of the Union drawn 
ont to effeet it; tliat the militia were 
aotoally draughted, and their march de- 
layed only until the first of September 
next; within which time, it behooved the 
people of this country to make up their 
minds and give answer, that the govern- 
ment might know what to expect. 

<'0n the part of the commissioners 
from the £xeoative of Pennsylvania, it 
was stated, that it was in like mawier 
with great pain that it had bsen heard 
' by the 'State goTernment» that a resist- 
snee to the laws of the Union, and lio- 
ktions of the public peace, had taken 
place within this partioolar jurisdiction; 
violations of so flagrant a nature as the 
invasion of personal security in a domes- 
tic habitation of an officer of govern- 
nient; the bumiag down his mansion 



breaking the repository of his private 
thoughts, which ought to have been con- 
sidered as sacred as in his scmtoire; that 
the laws of the Usieii were a part of the 
laws of PennaylTania, and the State gor- 
emmenty en prineiples of delieaoy and 
honor, eovld not afoid taking a reiy lenp 
liUe part in defending them, independ- 
ent of that obligation under which It 
was by the constitution ; but that these 
outrages were breaches of the municipal 
law, and as such the State government 
was under the indispensable necessity of 
taking notice of them, and by every ne- . 
cessary coercion repressing them; that 
for this purpose the Qoveraor had deter- 
mined to give the most prompt and deei- 
ded assistanoe to the general goTemment, 
in the reqwsition ef ndlitia, and had 
thought it proper to call the Aseembly, in 
order to make provision for any further 
force that the exigency of repressing the 
insurrection might require ; but that it 
must be peculiarly distressing to be under 
the necessity of arming against a country 
always heretofore respectable for its 
obedience to the laws ; a country which 
had been peculiarly the oli|)eot of atten- 
tion with the present BxeeatiTO ; nereis 
theless, it was impoasible to avoid it» 
nnless order, by the Tolnnlaxy aet of 
the citiiens, oould be restored; that to 
effect this object the Ooremor had com- 
missioned them to cooperate in their good 
offices with the commissioners on the 
part of the Union, and for this purpose, 
inasmuch as the oonsoiousnets of having 
15 
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violatttd the Uwi mifht lead to s farther 
Tinlatitli M ft BMMM of impunity, thej 
vm ftvthoriMd, on an Mooimodatuni 
ivitfa oauMdoiionof the United StAtoo, 
and an aminMioo of a diepoeition to 
prooerro pwce, to stipulate and en- 
figenfreo and full indemnity for what 
was past, so far aa rejiarded the com- 
monwealth of Penne^lvauia, and that it 
would give them, personally, great pleas- 
ure iudee«l, if by these means a return 
could be facilitated to this country to 
the bosom of poMo and happinoii. 

••On tho pari of (ha oomaittoo^ a iiar- 
radto was givon of Iho gronads of that 
naoosinoas and disoontent whioh havo 
oiisted in this oomtry, and have grown 
up at length to thatpopuUr fury which 
has shown itself in the late transactions. 

"To this the commissioners replied, 
and then proceeded to state more partic- 
ularly the nature of their powers, and 
that certain assurances were necessary 
previous lu their exaroise, all which hav- 
ing beon rodnood lo writing, tho dooa- 
monts will spoak tw thomsolvaa. They 
also doolavod «h^ ozpootations that tho 
oomaittoo wonid doolara thoir asnsa on 
this SttliJoot. 

"It was answered by the ooiaaiittee, 
that it was their duty to hoar, and re- 
port, for to this purpose were they ap- 
pointed : but no power lay with them to 
stipulate lor the people. 

"it was stated on the part ui the 
commissioaers, that saoh was their situa- 
tion, that thoy oonld not disponso with 
laquiring from tho oommitteo^ at least to 
feoommind what opinion thsy tIkomoolTOO 
•hoald foim on tho anl^oot at tho pro- 
pasitioaa made, as othorwioo th^ ooold 
have no encouragement to go on, and 
irait the result of the Opinion of the 
people of the country. 

"This was thought reasonable, and it 
was agreed on the part of the committee 
that it should be so. 



" It was then agreed that the propo- 
sitions of tho osmnioBtonstt ibonld ho 
roooivod in writings and tha oooforonoo 
was wyoornod." 

**Tha following lottor waanow laeoivad 
from the ooMBilssiowsgs on Ao part of 
the Union: 

"At a conference between Thomas 
M'Kean and William Irvine, commission- 
era appointed by the Governor of Penn- 
sylvania, in behulf of said State, and 
Mes^iieura Kirkpatrick, Smith, Powers, 
Bndford, Marshall, Edgar, Cook, Qal- 
latia, Lang, Braokonridge, Morton and 
Lnoas^ appointed at a mooting of ooai- 
mittsos firom tho Bomal towaaU^a witli- 
in the oountioa of Westmorland, Wash- 
lagtoa, Fayette and Allegheny, for the 
purpose, in behalf of said counties, had 
at Pittsburgh, in the presence of three 
commissioners appointed by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, August 20th» 
1794: 

" Ist. It is insisted upon as a prelimipary 
by the oommissioBera for the 8tate» that 
the gentlmasn aonfovaea for - tha fonr 
ooontioSy oaoh for hiraoolf, shall sign an 
iastrnment in writing; onpressing that 
they will at all times be obedient and 
submit to the laws of the State, and also 
of the United States of America; and 
that they will jointly and severally re- 
commend the like obedience and submis- 
sion to our fellow-citizens within the 
said counties, and moreover engage to 
use their utmost exertions and influence 
to iaaoro tho same. 

••2d. It is proposed that tha eonmsit- 
tee of sixty, donomiwatod the committee 
of safety for tho said oonntioBi ahaU 
jointlj and aovoiaUy giTo watisfcatoiy 
assurances to the commissioners of the 
State in an instrument in writing, signed 
by them, of the same import and effect 
with the preceding article, and that on 
or before the — day of August, iust. 

In case the above articles are 
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bona fide complied with, and the people 
of said counties shall keep the peace, 
and be of good behavior until the first 
day of Juue next, the commissioners for 
the State, conformable to the power and 
Mitherity delegated by hit BzoeUency, 
ThemM MiiBiBy £iq.» Oofemor of the 
8t«le of Ponaqrlvaaia, do pnmiiio an 
•oft of free and general pordon and 
oUivioil of all treasons, insurrections, 
arsons, riots, and other offenses inferior 
to riots, committed, perpetrated, coun- 
Beled, or suffered bj any person or per- 
sons, complying as aforesaid, within the 
counties of Westmoreland, Washington, 
Fayette and Allegheny, since the four- 
tMntii day of July last pa^t, eo flur as 
the sasM oeaoorns tlio Stats of Psnn- 
Sjlfonia or the goverDment thereof. 

TmoMAM M'Kiaji, 
William Ibviih. 
'Pittsburgh, Aug. 21, 1794." 



♦'PiTTSBUBGU, Aug. 22, 1794. 

♦•Gkntlkmen: — The committee of con- 
forence having made up their opinion 
and expressed it to the commissiuners 
on the part of the Union, that it is the 
iatweat of this oonntry thaton tfio terms 
of aooowModatlon proposed bj them, 
thwe shovld bo a oatadsslon to that law 
whieh has boon the oooasum of oertaiii 
acts of opposition, lately said to be com- 
mitted within the jurisdiction of Penn- 
eylvania, it will of course ha the opiuion 
of this committee that acts of opposition 
shall cease, and they will be disposed to 
recommend this temper and principle to 
others. They will report it particularly 
to the committee of safety, to whom 
they aro to make report ; aad they will 
•tato tho rsaaooB whieh have inHneneod 
theaoselfiB in being dispoisd to wish a 
gonersl sobordlaation to tho laws of the 
Union. But the signing any Instnunont 
of writing will liaTO the air of a reoog- 
Blianos, and of having broke the peaoe, 



or of being disposed to do it on their 
part, whereas in fact we expect to be 
considered as a body well affected to the 
peace of the country, and coming for- 
ward not only on belialf of those who 
may have violated the peaoe, but of tho 
great bo^y of tho ooamtry who Jiavo 
organised themselvos in oomndttees u 
order to preserve it 

"As to what the committee of sixty 
may do, must remain with themselves. 
We shall make report to them of the 
proposition. 

♦*Wc wish it to bo understood that it 
will be one thing for us or them to 
declare our seutiments, and to support 
them by arguments, and another to snb- 
soribo onr names to any writing in any 
other manner than as o^er pnUle bodies 
by their offi^sl representative ai ohair- 
man or president. Wo would request, 
therefore, that the proposition wodd bo 
reconsidered, and that some other exl- 
dence of submission to the laws may be 
accepted from tho people which may sub- 
stantially have tho same effect, without 
a form whicJi may i e misunderstood by 
them, and in which they may not so 
readily aoqaioMO. 

"It is also oar wish and ezpeotation. 
that the proposition of an amnesfiy may 
OKtend to the oonnty of Bodlbrd. 

**It is our idea also, that it will have 
a good effect in reconciling the pnbUo' 
mind to have the amnesty considered as 
absolute at this time, liable to be for- 
feited only as to its benefits, by the 
future violation of the laws by the in- 
dividual. 

By eird«r of the oomndtteo. 

BowAiD OooK, CMrsMn. 

Tboiub M*KnA]r and 
WnuAK iBvun, 

ealhepertef 1 



«« 



"PiTTSBUBOH, Ang. 22, 1704. 
OmixMcan Wo havo roosivedyovr - 
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answer, signed Edward Cook, chairman, 
of this daj's date, and observe that yoa 
liaTe in a degree confined joarselves to 
a sabordination of the laws of the Union. 
Th«M wm MMite M pMt of the Isws 
of PooB^rhaiiit^-lnit indepoodoBl of a 
bffOMii of tbo l»wo of the United Statao, 
70a oaaaot bo intonitblo thftt tlio lftwo» 
tho peace and dignitj of the common- 
WOalth of PennsyWania have been more 
essentially violated in the county of Al- 
legheny; and though from a knowledge 
of your characters and confidence in 
your dispositions, we rest assured of 
your cheerful obedience to the laws of 
the State, and that you will inculcate 
tho liko UBODg our follow-dlisoQs, yet 
wo would hoTO boon ploiood had it boon 



**Toar ottjeetioiio to rigniog yomr 

names respectively to your answer, we 
have eoDttdered, aad, though the signiDg 
the name as chairman, speaker or presi- 
dent, in regular constituted bodies, im- 
plies the consent of the majority, which 
binds the whole, yet it means no more; 
and in the present body of twelve, one- 
half of tho nuHibor presont may not 
hftTo aeqoSoiood in tho aet| and jot it 
maj bo fMnnallj trao. For this roaooB 
wowialwdllorTOWfoq^tifo signatuoo; 
or that it had boon writtoa, aigiiod bj 
tho unanimous consent of tho oommittee, 
or that you had othorwiao aaoortainod 
the number. 

*• We have never before heard it sug- 
gested, that a person signing his name 
to any instrument, implying an engage- 
ment or promise to do a lawful act, had 
the air 4rf a reoogniaanoe ; nor Ad wo 
oTor moan that it oould bo supposed, 
that aaj gontlfliiiaa of tida oommittoo 
waa imj^lioatod in tho laio riota in thoao 
ooontieo. Wo onty wiohod to haTo tho 
weight that your names and character 
would give to the effectual quieting the 
prosoat nnoasinoio among tho pooplo. 



**When we were* commissioned to the 
present pacific and humane service, it 
was not known to the Governor that any 
aggression of tho natore you allude to 
liad boon oomadttod in tiw oounty of 
Bodfiord, and of aonrao onr powors do 
not oxtend to thorn; bntif noftttnroivo- 
latloBB of tho poaoo ahall liappon on • 
similar occasion, it is no more than 
probable his Excellency will extend his 
pardnn to what has pa«»<«ed sinoo, SHMI 
which may require an amnesty. 

*' We cannot grant a general pardon 
as yet, but when we shall receive reason- 
able assurances that the inhabitants of 
these eountios have retamod to tlidr 
duty, to obodionoo to the InwOi and thai 
p oao o, order and tranquility haro boon 
restored, we shall r^oo in having tho 
opportunity of granting it without a 
day's delay. 

We are, gentlemen, 

Yoor most obedient servants, 
Thomas M'Ksan, 
William lavma." 

«*Pinniman, August 28, 17M. 

*'GsKTLBMB]r: — We are satisfied with 
tho ozplanation given of wiial waa in- 
tondod by roqniring onr individnal aig- 
aatoreo to any aaanranoo wo ahodld Iwro 
givon of oar own disposition to prosoarro 
peace, or to oonsiliato that tomper in 
others. 

"We are certainly disposed to pre- 
serve peace and to recommend it to oth- 
ers, not only with regard to the laws of 
the Union, on the terms of accommoda- 
tion settled with the commissioners from 
tlisnoo, bat Aoro ospoolallj with togard 
to tho laws of oar respectlfo Btatos, and 
Ponnayltaniain partioolar ; wo aro unoii- 
imom in doolaring oar rsoolatiooB to 
aapport tho lawa ao that no impecUment 
shall exist to the due and fidthfbl admin- 
istration of joatioob and wo oan with tha 
» Pitoted aw hi Ihe DaOfAinrHmr, 
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man ooiiMm engage this on behalf of 
oar fellow oltlseiii» m st a general meet- 
ing of the fepresentotiTee of townebipe^ 
om the 14th of Angost, inet» n reiola* 
tion to this effect was expressed by the 
xmanimou Toiee of the meeUng : and in 
fact we can assure you, though it may 
have been otherwise construed, that a 
great and leading object of that meeting 
was the establishment of peace amongst 
our selves, and subordination to the State 
gOTemment. 

By order of the committee. 

Edward Cook, Chaimum. 
»• OonnMaMn on bdialf of thft fltet*.* 

**The committee deliberating on the 

above, the great and solemn question 
was considered whether we should ac- 
cede or reject, in other wordi^, whether 
we should have peace or a civil war. 

"It was considered that a convulsion 
at this time might affect the great inter- 
ests of the Union— that notwithstanding 
tax nnworth7 debt was aoonnralated in 
the hands of moneyed men, by means of 
the ftinding ^stem, yet the fordgn debt 
wms jnstly doe, and also n considerable 
part of the domestic, for which actual 
service had been rendered, or value given 
— that it might affect the payment of 
these two species of debt, to countenance 
an opposition which might communicate 
itself to other branches of the revenue. 
That a convulsion of tliis nature becom- 
ing general might affeet a nation ef Bn- 
zope straggling at this moment for life 
and liberty, by impeding the ITnited 



States fai maUng those remittances in 
payment of the debt dne to them, whleh 
their situation essentially demanded; 
that a o<mTnlsion eren in tliis eonntty 
might affect the negotiations pending, in 
which our interests were essentially eon* 
cerned — the free navigation of the Missis- 
sippi — the delivery of the western posts, 
and our protection from a frontier enemy. 
That it might give offense to our fellow 
citizens eliiewhere, who might excuse 
a sadden outrage, but might resent a 
formed system undertaken without thdr 
consent; more espeoiallyas they might 
not yet know the loeal and peeuUar 
grieranees of this oountiy, and be dis- 
posed to make a proper allowance for the 
consequences; that the constitntional 
means of remonstrnnce might cot yet be 
aUogctlier cxhau'-teil, and so it might 
! become us still yet to persevere ; that 
even a contest with the United States, 
should it be successful, must involve this 
country, for a time at least, in ruin. 

** That for this reason, he ought to lay 
his hand on his heart and answer, wheth- 
er he would tliink himself justifiable in 
oount«uuieing the idea of the war; he 
ought to nmke tip his mind, and be sure 
that on every principle he was justifiable, 
having a confidence not only of right, 
but of power also. 

"For these and other reasons it was 
thought advisable to concede, as contain- 
ed in the answer to the commissioners." 
-^Ammieam Mljf Adotrtktr, Sept. 6, 
1794. \ 
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< BV* MOV tAffUlAOVOET TO THB OOMHMSIOBBBa. 

The report of the oonfereet, witb ihe piopoaals of the oonunisaonenii 
wm iatmsfced, by oommoii eongenti to Mr. Bitekeiiiidgey to lay before 
the standing oommittee for its approbation, whioh was to be followed by a 
general amnes^. A Tery strong current of prejadiee against him pre> 
vailed at this time among the people, on account of the part he had 
taken in the committee of conference. Five or six hundred copies of 
his report had been printed, for the purpose of being distributed. From 
the sudden outcry raised against the conferees as soon as it was known 
that thej had agreed to submit, he was apprehensive of being stopped on 
the way and the papers taken from him ; he succeeded, however, in 
reaching Brownsville in safety. Bradford had gone to Washington, and 
finding the onrrent of obloquy very strong against the acceptance of the 
terms among his more violent partisans, denied having ever agreed to 
them, and threw the blame on Brackenridge and Gallatin. The former, 
who had hitherto enjoyed a solid popularity, found that popularity, for the 
present, greatly impaired. He was even apprehensive of personal danger; 
for by this time the revolutionary spirit had reached its height of effer- 
vescence; it wss in fact boiling over, and the enrag6 thought more of giv- 
ing than of receiving an amnesty. Yet^ it was just at that crims when a 
turn may take place equally sudden. They were exasperated at the 
thought of having been betrayed, as they believed, by their agents, the 
conferees; but they were also in that state when that feeling might re-act, 
if they could be convinced that the best that could have been expected 
had been done for their interests. 

The committee met on the 28th of August, on the Monongahela, at 
Brownsville, then a very small village in Fayette county. Mr. Gallatin, 
although in his own neighborhood and less obnoxious than Mr. Braok- ' 
enridge, was not free from apprehension of personal risk. 

The first thing which oocuned after the committee had convened, which 
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wu at «ft eaiiy mm iha appflUMiee of alioat sevviifty meiii afmad 
with riileBi irbo httd muohed ftom Hie vf^t part of WaakoDgtoii oonntyy 
some twenty or thirty milaa) but it ia aaid, ignomit of the intended aMom- 
Uageoftheeommitteeonthatdftj. Their intantion, it waaaald, waiter hem 

the barn, mills and dwelling of Samuel Jaekson, a Quaker, who had incur* 
red odium by callinp: the committee a scrub congress I A circumstance cu- 
rious to notice, aa showing the light in which they regarded the authority 
established by themselves. They were dissuaded, with some difficulty, 
from effecting their purpose, but held the offender in custody, and now 
brought him before the committee for trial and sentence. The committee 
being oigauiaed, Col. Cook in the chair and Albert Oall&tin secretary, the 
first bnsineas was the oase of the unlucky Quaker, against whom the 
charge was proved by two witnesses; but there was a difficulty 'to know 
what to make of the case. In the Scripture language, it would be speak- 
ing evil of dignities;" by the Seoteh kw^ " leaaing-making." It might 
be oonslraed sedition at the oommon law. In the then critioal state of the 
ooantry, as tending to lessen the respeet due to the eonaHiiaed wihortHetf 
and evineing a bad disposition to the eaose of the people. 

Mr. Braokenridge, aooording to his vsnal manner in despeiate eases, 
resorted to pleasantry, Its more efficacious than any attempt to reason this 
armed mob out of their predisposition to lyoch-law. "I recollect," said 
he, to have read, that in the time of Oliver Cromwell, Lord Protector of 
England, when he was in the height of his glory, a person came to him 
and gave him information of words used by another, greatly contemptuous 
of his dignity, viz. ' He has said that your Highness may kiss — — • 
* You may tell him/ said Cromwell, ^ that he may kiss mine I' This 
Quaker has called us a scrub congress ; let our sentence be that he him- 
self be oalled ' a scrub.' " The story of Giomwell produced a sudden, in- 
Tolnntaiy and loud laugh, and had thrown a light on the affair of the 
jorisoner, intvodueing a proper sentiment with regard to him, vis. that 
there was more magnanimity in disregarding his expresnons than in pun- 
ishing them. The armed party which had arrestedi took him off to g^ve 
him the epithet; he got a bnoket of whiskey and water to drink with 
them, and nothing more was heard of an affidr whioh might have had a 
tragical end.* 

♦Dr. Camahan, who was probably preseat* gives the ibllowiag .aeooant of the 
albir : ** Mr. Brsekenridge voy gravelj proposed that he should bo panishod ao- 
oording to the Jewish law, * an 070 for an 070, a tooth for e tooth.' He eutogiied 
this law as one of the most just and hnnane laws ever enaotod ; that it required 
ii^uries to be punishod ia kind, jast in proportion to the offoase— neither more nor 
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The lepofft ww jmdf wdappemd not to be well feecmd, either liy the 
eomnittee or the hjetuitai. At eoaie aoBtenoes there mm • 
in a ehnioh at the leynee not " Lord help na to keep tlus kw/' but 
Qwi Lord deliver un.'' The people had ezpeeted a repeal of the exoiee 
law— at leeet a suBpeiidon of it— and were greatly disappointed* It ma 
Been by the author of the report, that it would not do to urge its accept- 
ance immediately. Notwithstanding his apparent acquiescence, Bradford 
urged the rejection of the terms without delay. He said the conditions 
were so degrading, that no one possessing the spirit of a freeman would 
hesitate a moment. It was important to irivc time to prepare the 
minds of the committeOi and some of the outsiders. Findley, Gallatin, 
Smiley, and other penoni oipable of exerting an influence, were on the 
ground, and might go' among the people. Edgar begged for a little time 
for oonsidering, before they took a step that might involve their conntij 
in a oivil war. In a stndn of keen irony, whieh Bradford mistook for 
tmth, he extolled the talente, leeming, penetration and ooarage of the 
eloquent gentleman. He said that Mr. Bmdfoid oonld tb», by intoitlon, 
into the meet diflionlt subjects, and when he saw the psth of dnty plain 
before him, he had the skill and oonrage adequate to every eonsequenee. 
For his part, he was slow of apprehension ; he ^buld not, at once, like 
the gentleman who urged an immediate decision, know what might be 
said against the motion. He wanted a little time to think the subject 
over, and perhaps he might be brought to see his way clear to follow the 
gentleman, as his leader. There might be others in the same state of 
* mind witli himself, and he appealed to the gentleman's acknowledged 
candor and liberality, to give his weaker brethren a little time to think of 

less. He also told an anecdote respeoting the maaner in which Oliver Cromwell 
punished a man who had used insulting language toward him; and although this 
was the most effective part nf his speech, I shall not repeat it. * My proposition,' 
continued Mr. Brackenridge, 'is, that we puuish this man according to the Jewish 
law, and after the m;inner of that illustrious republican, Oliver Cromwell. And 
whereas it has beeu proved that Snmuel Jackson has called us, the honorable the 
representatives of the four western counties of Pennsylvania, ' the scrub congress,' 
I mors that we pay him In bit own eoiB'— that we oallhim *e soraV and that he be 
known by the name of 'senib Samvel,* as long as tbo world lasts, end then we 
abaU be eren with biai.' This motion was eanried by aeelamatioa in Ibe midst of a 
tremendoofl roar, in whiob the riflemen heartily Joined. Jaekson apologised, and 
ordered a couple of bnokets of whiskey to be Inrongbt out, took a drink with the 
riflemen, and they parted good friends." The apearanee of the riflemen, although 
not premeditated, had its effeoi on the oommittee, and was one eaose of the fear, 
after this, over the members. 
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. thesabjeet; that niMmlmi^ m go important a erisui mm gmtiy to be .de* 
mnd. It was mored to adtjomn imtil the next monung. When ihia 
took pkoe Biadfoid oalled ont the Washington msaibm, and they retired 
to ooosnlt Impart 

Mr. Bnu^enridge had eiened the rirer to a fiam-hoaae to peas the 

night, and in order to be out of the way if any yiolenoe had been med- 
itated, which he thought not improbable in the present excited state of 
the assemblage j that is, of the committee and outsiders. " For," says 
the author of the "Incidents," what is popularity at such time? It is 
but the turning of the hand up or down, from the height of favor to the 
lowest point of obloquy and persecution. Was there any man in Penn- 
sylyania more popular than Diokinson, at the oommencement of the 
Ameiioan £e?olution ? He was said to be opposed to a declaration of 
independence, and beoame obnoxious. James Wilson was at the height 

. of his politioal power amongst the people; bnt he had disaj^ioTed of the 
ton of eonatitatioii thqr had adopted in the oommonwealthy and thej 
ware about to mnrder him in his own house. I pospBsnod, np to this 
present time, the best kind of popnkritj — a popularity obtained after 
muoh obloquy, whioh had been suffered to eorreot itself through a series 
of years — a popularity obtained^ doubdess, by sailing a little with the pop- 
ular gale, at least not opposing it ; but chiefly by a steady and upright 
demeanor in my profession. The popular mind, though passionate, is 
generous, and if it becomes sensible that it has wronged a man, it will 
repair the wrong. I knew that a breath on the subject of the excise law 
would put it to a temporary death. However, I had no thought of the 
loss of popularity, but so far as it would produce personal danger on the 
ground. Gallatin was in his own oounty, and yet was not without fear, 
and with reason.'' 

The appearance of the seventy men armedy and with a lawless design, 

' gave good reason for uneadness^ for no one could tell how &r this spirit 
extended with others, or what direotion it might take. There had been, 
during the erening, mueh warmth among the Bradford party, and even 
some talked of offering violenee to the oppodte leaders, lAx, Braeken- 
ridge orossed bask earij in the morning, and met Qallatin, James Lang 
and others of the eommittee of eonferenee, who were mueh alarmed at 
the bad feeling which prevailed. Strong terms were applied to Mr. 
Brackenridge for having employed his talents as a lawyer to persuade 
the committee of twelve. Bribery was insinuated; in fact, such a dispo- 
sition seemed to prevail, that he began to doubt the propriety of proceed- 
ing any farther in the bnsinessy as it was not understood that the con- 
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t&nm mn to ton tihe riik of dieir i»ira Htm m TMonmeiidiiig to the . 
people thdr tstwMliL But, m GellntiB wm diipoaed to trf it, he dctofw 
ntnid to xvB the smm riik. It bow beoeme e qoMtioe who ihoiild ked 
off in the appeil to the exaspented people. Mr. Braohenridge proposed 
that James Edgar* should opea the way; bat he deolined for some roaoo n 
or other, and it was therefore assigned to Gallatin. 

The meeting having convened, with a formidable number of outsiders 
— many of them from the Mingo Creek settlement, the hot-bed of the in- 
surrection — Gallatin addressed the chair in a speech of several hours, and, 
contrary to expectation, was listened to with great attention, not the 
slightest interruption or distarbanoe ooourring during its deliTeiy; a cir- 
oomstatice whioh, perhaps, goso to show that there was more' appearanoe 
ol violence than reality. The speeohes, of whioh we «re about to g&?e 
a mere naked ontlinoi wsfo no holiday deohunadons, bmt tm eloqiienoe 
brought Ibrfth l»y a zeal ooossion, where the objeot was to sway the minds 
of a rsluetant aodlenee, and to profail wpon ^em to adopt the measures 
proposed by the speskers. It was unlike the ease of those modem 

stump speeches," as they are ealled, where the design is to tatmaB^ or 
produce a general impression, and not to carry a distinct proposition by 
means of argument and persuasion. Such occasions rarely ooouFi unless 
it be on jury trials. 

Gallatin began by tracing, in the clearest manner, the difference be- 
tween the case of the people in the western counties and the cause of the 
American Revolution. In the present case, no principle had been vio- 
lated ; the West had been represented in making the law 3 it was their 
act by their own agents, -and not the mandate of one assuming a false su- 
premacy. He then entered into a minute ezamination of the law itself, 
and the alterations it had undergone from time to time, to accommodate 
it to the ooBTonienee of the pooj^e. The amount of tax had been re- 
duoedi and the mode of ooUeeting it ohanged; and there wm just reason 
to ezpeet that the law would be repealed altogether. Bveiy effort would 
be made to effeot the repeal, and there was a wdl-founded hope of suooess. 

* Xhe foUeving li tke eWaeterialio nofcioa of this geaftlaaaa, Iby Mr. BraAmi* 
fidie, in tha <* laeidiBta:'* <*He was an Aisoolate Judge ef Vaakington ooontf 
and a leader hi the Freabjteriaa Ohunh ef the weatem eenntcy ; had bema Pres- 
byter or Elder from his youth ; had been a member of committees in the early pe> 
riod of the Revolution, and of legialatlTe aseembliee or deliberativo committees, ever 
since. His head was prematurely gray ; his face was thin and pxuitanic, like the 
fijniros of the old republicans of the Long Parliament fie was a maa of eenae, and 
not destitute of eloqueooo." 
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He explwned ibe oemeirioiis of , the Uiiled Stelae oemmiiiioiie^, ae set 
Mb in tbe report of ibe eoelBieeiy in lekiien to leliiiqiiiflbiiieiit of ai<- 
learagesy aa ooiapiebeiided nader ibe wordS| ''henofioial snaegemeBts 
win be mftde/' 

He proceeded to disouss, very fully, the local and existing reasons of 
complaint against the government. He spoke of the prevailing Indian 
war, the obtaining the posts, and the navigation of the Mississippi, 
through the negotiations of the Federal government, and which it would 
be impossible for this small portion of the Union to aooomplish, of itself. 

He represented the mischiefs that had been done and were likely to 
follow, if the people persisted in their opposition. It would have the 
effect of weakening the sjnrit of tiberty itielf j for ultimately they would 
' be eerapelled to ^eld. An ezsmple nay be seen in the State of Massa* 
ohoMtts— "IsiBieriy ibe meat demoerade, now ihe moat ariatoeiatie-— rinee 
' tbe inaoffeedon in thai State iha pnt down by ndlitaiy ibm Certain il 
ia^ that illegal oppontion, when xedneed, baa a tandenoy to make the 
people abjeet and tbe government tyrannb. He tben ropie a on ted the 
injury done to tbe apirit of liberty tbroogbont ibe Uniott» and the injury 
to tbe republiean eanae tbnmgfaoat the world. 

He demonstrated the superiority of the structure of our republic over 
all that had been, and denounced the atrocity of shaking or undermining 
so fair a fabric. Then followed a clear and conspicuous view of the com- 
parative strength of the Union in a contest with this country, and the 
folly of looking for aid from Spain or England, or any of the adjoining 
^ States. Next followed an estimate of what would be lost and what woald 
be gained, even by anecess. 

Finally, the complicated ignominy and rain on all theae pnnciplea 
whieb wonld attend the peraiating in this ooniae of oppoaitiotti when 
tboie waa no longer the a%btaat laaaon for it.* 

* Mr. Gallatin was a native of Geneva, in Switsexhuid. He was of a good family, 
receired an excellent general education, and came, in early youth, to the United 
States ; that is, during tlie Revolutionary War, iu -which he took some part. He 
excelled as a mathematician and financier, but was not bred to any particular pro- 
fessioo. His talent for public speaking was developed by circumstances. Without 
being eloquent or animated, he commauded attention by his clear and forcible rea- 
soning and extenrive informatioii. He waa at first opposed to the Federal oonstttu- 
tion, aad it Is believed that Ida ntiiid was enunped by the aanow eonfederacy in 
whleh he was bom, so as to disqualify hint, in some measnro, for ooaoeiTiBg the po^ 
^ililj of one adapted to tiie vast snrftoe of the United States of America. In 
oonaeqnonee of this, he iras rather opposed to the extenrfon of ear tetritorj. HIa 
baiJliaat politloal oavoar bekngs to our nationai hiatofj. 
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Mr. BiMkenridge fblbwed lb. CMktiii, under the diMdwIeee of e 
sabjeot on which the prominent topics had been elaborately aod ver) ably 
diecnssed. OalhUan Iwd been didietle and deHberate, thoogh animated. 

Mr. Brackenridge entered more directly into the qnestion to be deter- 
mined, and was more vehement and impassioned, addressing himself 
chiefly to their consciences, their interests and their fears. It may be 
remarked, that the speakers all seemed to take it for granted that the 
question to be decided was one of peace or war, as it would be the neces- 
sary consequence of the acceptance or refofial of the terms offered by the 
commifisioDera. 

He began by askingi what end did they propoee to attain by refusing 
to aooept the propoeitions held out by the comnuMionerB ? Do yon not 
know that the oonseqnenoee will be warf Are yon prepared for war? 
Have yon aecionaly ooniidered the reeponaibiHty of snoh an aot? Can 
yon make war npon the Federal government^ yet remain part of it f No ; 
yon mnst deelare independenee ; and not only oif the United States, bnt 
yon mnst also sepaiate ftom the State. Have you refleeted npon this 
necessity ? Where are yonr armies, your supplies of militaiy stores, your 
treasury? You have none of these; and yet, you harbor the idea of 
going to war with fifteen States, possessing them all ; and with experi- 
enced officers and Washington at their head ! 

Do jou expect to obtain a repeal of the law by war, and such a war ? 
The idea is madness. There can be but one alternative — we must over- 
throw the government, or it must overthrow us ; and is there any man so 
' visionary as to think that in the end you will not be compelled to yield, 
whateyer small adTantages you may obtain in the beginning ? And CTon 
if success were possible, you cannot, as moral men, reconcile it to your 
consciences. Ton owe a part of the public debt contracted in the war of 
Independence; can you quit the confederacy without disohaiging your 
share of that debt f The state has publio lands in the western oountiies, 
have we any right to deprive her of these 7 Have we any right to shake 
off the burdens of the present Indian war, in which the government is 
engaged for us f We can do none of these things without a disregard to 
common honesty as weU as patriotism. Neither a oitisen of any commu- 
nity, nor any portion of that communityj can honestly abandon it, so long 
as there are obligations yet remaining to be ful^Ued. He is a deserter 
who quits his country under such circumstances. 

But where is the imagination so wild as to hope for success against 
snoh odds ? It is not in your power to secede. Ilie example of success 
would be fatal to the confederacy. It oannot be permitted. The whole 



Digitized by Google 



MR. B&AOKKIi&IDafi'S SFSBOH. 



225 



force of the nation will be brought against you. Suppose that, by seizing 
the p^es of the mountains, you give a check to the first fifteen thousand 
men, double the number will return. The passes of the mountains will 
be taken and fortified. You know the firmness of Washington ; his duty 
will require him to call forth the whole enersries and power of the nation, 
and it must subdue us in the end. What will be your condition then, 
and what your rafferings in the mean time 'i Your ooantry laid waste, 
yoor towns in ashes, and your bones and those of yonr aoiu bleaching on 
many a field of battle ! The Indians defeated Hamiar, then St. OlaiTi and 
are now driyen into tiie lake by Wftjne 1 Oan yoa maintun a war of 
yearn ageinit nnmben and the pnnef Can yon even eoant upon a per* 
ftet union and fidelity among yoniaelTeB Y This oonntiy is new and thinly 
settled, and every pvt is not equally in oonoert in the eanstf. And yon 
wiU blindly penevera in an oppoiitilm whieh ean lead to nothing bnt 
war—- otril war, the most horrible of all wars. Ton are even now standing 
on the brink of a precipice ! 

Let us suppose the attempt at separation successful, what can you gain ? 
Its fruits would be poverty, dependence and degradation. You would be 
shut out from the sea on tho'east; the mouth of the Mississippi would 
still be closed to you ; and on the north-west the British would still retain 
. the posts, as a refuge for the Indians. If the whole force of the Union 
has not been able to aooomplish the two last, how can you expect that it 
will be effected by a small, disjointed portion of that Union ? Do jum 
eount upon the aid of England or Spain ? This wonld be like leaning on 
a broken staff. Yea wonld be oompelled to pay for sneh aid by servile 
dependence; and have you so soon fingotten the struggles yon went 
tiuoogli in tiie war of Independenee 7 War is a dreadful state under any 
eiroumstanees; but more especiaUy civil war— * brother against brother, 
fiither agpinst son^ and nearest nelghbon either at daggeis drawn or living 
in fear of each olher. Bo jm think all aro sineoro who are olamoring for 
war ? Some wish to be thought brave, some have no experience of the 
sufi'erings incident to a state of war, others join the cry from the mere 
force of example, and because they are wanting in the moral courage to 
think and act for themselves. Let the voice of the majority be for peace, 
and you will soon find all on that side. I have my eye on men in this 
very committee, and could name them, who have privately avowed them- 
selves for peace, and yet affect to be for war from a fear of expressing 
their real sentiments. These very men aro desirous of getting out of 
the present diffienlties, almost on any terms; and after what has passed, 
almost any tenns short of life should be aceeptod. 
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TIm ontngei wJudi tore been eomimMed hnw been vtnfeen; grieyoos, 
fudam. In eomtnutum of Um, thegr mboiuiI to^ tieaMn. And jet, 
through the beneyelenee of WsihingtoD, a way has been opened for leoon* 

oiliation and for oblivion of the past, which you can accept without hu- 
miiiatiou or dishonor. Those acts were committed, it is true, under the 
inflaence of passion, but they were wrong, they were criminal j and now 
that there has been a time for xeiieotiou, this eenfleless and aimless oppo- 
aition should cease. 

The committee of conference, in its negotiations with the commission- 
en, has been careful to stipulate, that in accepting the amnesty you sur- 
render no legal and oonstitutional right to seek for a repael of the ezdee 
kw, by eonetitational means.* When the hunter is on a wrong traek, hla 
oonne le to go baok and take aaothm itart. The amnesty wiU leave yoa 
wheie you wero before these unlawful aeta wene oomiaitted; yon any thttn 
again in eibrta better direoted and better deaenring taeeeaa. 

We are deatined to be a great, flouriahing and powerful nation, if we * 
aie only true to ooBMlTea. Nothing can prevent it but aoeh diaaenaionn 
and disorders aa we have reoMitly witnessed. The prospects of this eon* 
federacy are glorious, and if unfortunately we have done any thing to mar 
these prospects, let us hasten to repair the error. I have, 1 confess it 
candidly, felt myself, like others, at a loss what course to pursue, until . 
the offer of amnesty was so generously tendered by the President. The . 
way is now clear; nothing but obstinacy and slavery to unbridled passion 
oan indttoe any man to hesitate. I own I have regarded the feelings of 
the oonntry with partiality of heart, and would make every reasonable 
allowance for the preTailing dislike to the laWp on account of its inequalitj^ 
andhardahip. I have made ezooaea in my own mind for their .breaking 
ont in opsm aeta of vielenee* I hare attributed thesa to wisog judgnsMnt 
in not diatingniahing between ihe right of opinion and the light to aet. 
I waa impressed with the lefleetion that the disapprobation of the law, 
having been' general in the eountry and ezpreaaed by almoat eveiy one^ 
no man oould tell how for, by words, he might have contributed to that 
current of sentiment, which, swelling beyond the constitutional bounds of 

* Mr. (jrallatia said, iu hia evideace: " I spoke but two words — amuustj aud re- 
peal." The word aaancstiy was ilntspeksa 1^ Ur. Biackearidge. It is surprising 
to find, in one of the fine reasoning powers of Mr. Gallatin, the strange inconnstenoy 
of uniting the two amis, anuutty and r^pMl This woidd be, in Hot, offering an 
amnesty to the govwnment on the eondition of repesl ! It is strange that' he did 
not see this, after tlie attempt to eompel the repeal by feree of anas; it was for tlie 
fwmmnu to hold out a jMvd^ on mtHUm w ftsif ni wi. 
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remonstrance, has at length broken out into open acts of inHurreotion. 
Every man shoald feel a disposition to repair the mischief that has been 
done, and use his endeavors to save those who have rashlj been drawn 
into the commission of acts not previously contemplated — acts in violation 
of the peace and safety of society — acts destructive of his own happiiMM, 
It is but natural that mj feeUngii ihould be enlifited for those among 
whom I liaTe resided for bo numj years, and with whom I have been so 
often oonnoofced in bnrinmw and aooial intercotune, or in profoMional zo» 
ktiona. My tttachmente aio ail here; and I have »o higher aim than to 
aave my fellow-okiiene by giving the heel advioe in my- power. If I, 
who have not partielpated, diieetly or indiMel)j» in any of theeeaoto whieh 
have bought oar conntiy to ita present oiui0» am wilHng to embrace the 
amneaty^ soiely those who have been aetaally impUeated well may. 

When I waa the first to suggest an amnesty, and application to the 
clemency of the Executive, I had little thought it would have beca ten- 
dered to us ill the manner it has been. I have uniformly disapproved, 
whenever a suitable and proper opportunity presented itself, of those un- 
fortunate doings which require the act of oblivion on the part of the gov- 
ernment, and 1 disapprove of them now. No man who is not blinded by 
passion can approve them. This is my last effort, and my last advice to 
yott is to accept of the proffered amoesty. Having done my duty as a 
citizen, I am determined to withdraw for the future from all inteiming- 
ling in these affairs; oonoeiving myself disehaiged, in honor and eon- 
adencoy from all ftrther participation in these negotiatioaa. 

The aooeptanoe of the amnesty, oheeif ollyi and if possible nnanimonslyi 
ia the only coone left to save tlm connt^, whose maioh of prosperity has 
already been mnoh impeded by these events. Notwithstanding the canses 
of eomphdnt» it waa beginning to improve ; farms were opened, bnildings 
were erected, and lands were improving in* valne. We now see the reverse 
of this picture- A depression has followed upon this general state of in- 
secuiiLj. instead of an accesaiou of population, many are endeavoring to 
sell their lands for the purpose of going farther west — to some country 
where law and order still prevail. No country can flourish where person 
and property are insecure. Every man has felt the eflfect already in the 
depreciation of his farm or his house. I don't value what property I 
possess at more than half what it was worth before the late distorbances. 
I give it, then, aa my last and most earnest advice, that you accept the 
act of oblivion, so generously tendered to yon by the President of the 
United States, and presented, aa it i^ in a iatm ao acceptable by the eom- 
missioners, with whom onr oommittee was appointed to oonfer. 



Digitized by Google 



228 



WSBZBBir INBUBRBOnOV* 



James Bdgtr fbttowed in % speeoli of fome hagfk «id eoleiniiltjr of 

manner ; hifi speech was replete with good sense^ and well adapted to the 
persons to whom it was addressed. From the respectful attention ^iven 
to these speech^ for at least ten hours, great hopes were entertained that 
thej had produced a favorable effect. 

Bradford now rose to speak ; he had been urged by his followers, who 
besought and threatened. What, said they, will you suffer Brackenridge 
and Gallatin to run us down ? Thus urged on, and contrary to his engage- 
ments to the oommissioners, he broke oat in one of his most violent fits of 
declamation, and in the Semproniva style, declaring himself " still for 
mat" In aUnaioii to the oonolading part of Mr. Biaokeniidge'a apeeoh,! he 
•aid, '^Daalaxdly to talk of pioperty, when fibeity la at atake; ire will 
defeat the tel annj ihat attompta to eiofla the numntaiaa) we will aeiae 
iheir arma and bag^ngOi and then organiae an axmj that wiU pieTent any 
farther attempt." " Not ao easy, either/' aaid one of the oataiden— 
a Col. Oiawfoid, an old Indian fighter, who had some ezperienee of war, 
which Bradford bad not. Bradford continued, in a speech or declamation, 
in favor of war, and even used the word independence j in his boasting 
harangue, perhaps the only instance in which it was spoken by the ene- 
mies of peace during the insurrection, but which must be regarded as 
mere idle boasting. He sought to rekindle the flame of the violent, 
while the fears of many, and the conscious guilt of others, appeared to 
counterbalance the sound and wholesome advice they had jost listened to 
from the other speakeiB. 

Qallatini after aome renuurka, now moved to take the vote on the piopo- 
aitiona of the eomniiaalonefa. Objeetiona weie made to taking any vote 
at alL The qoeation waa fat, ahall a Tote be taken ? It waa determined 
in the negati?e^ the eommittee of eonfereneey onlji riaing. It waa then 
moved to take a Vote bj ballot oh the propoaitiona^ as it waa pveanmed that 
there might be a leloetanoe among the membon of the atanding oommit- 
tee, to let their eenUmenta be known. It waa moved^ ahall a vote bj 
ballot be taken ? Bat this was also negatiyed| the committee of confer- 
ence alone voting. 

Here was a moment of delicacy indeed. The refusal to take a vote was 
tantamount to a rejection of the propositions ; and what would be the 
consequence ? Measures must have been taken instantly to prepare for 
war. Bradford would have come forward with his specification of arms, 
ammanition and fands, in which he had been baffled at Parkinson's 
Seny. Brackenridge and Gallatin would probably have been arrested on 
theapot For iheeiampleof tlmFvanehtenomtawaathenia the pnblio 
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Bind, especially with Bradfordi who liad caught not a little of the roTolu- 
tionary spirit of France. 

Gallatin, at this critical janetiire, proposed to take a vote bj ballot, noi 
to be made a part of the answer to the commissionerB, bat mtateij « to 
know oar own minds." There was anwilliognesa at first to agree OTon to 
dttSy lor every man was afiraid that the handwriting of his baUol wonld be 
known, and it might traaspre how he voted. 

In thie nnplsasani dilemma^ which so smgolariy displays the des- 
potism of pnblio opinion in a demooratie eommvni^, a member of the 
eommittee of sixty (whose ifame lias not been preserved^) rising, and ' 
haling a scrap of paper in his fingers with the word yaa written on one 
part and mxy on the other, held it up, and proposed that sixty such scraps, 
with the words yea and nay, written in the same manner, should he pre- 
pared by the secretary, and a scrap given to each of the members ; and 
let every one divide his scrap into two parts, with the yea on the one part 
and the nay on the other, and let him chew or tear the nay or the yea, as 
he might think proper, and put the other piece into the hat held by the 
ssgrsteiy. When these were drawn out, it would be seen what the private 
sense of the eommittee was, without the possibility of knowing liow 
another voted* Tiiis was thought sale, and adopted ; thus yirtuallj, and 
to all intents and purposes, taking a vote by balioi^ Perhaps the earios* 
\kj to know where the majority eiisted, was the prinetpsl indneemeat to 
t^ adoption of this singokr ]rian. 

It was euions to observe the care with which eveiy one divided his 
ticket so as to ooneeal hie vote. All havii^ now voted, and tbe tiekete 
drawn oat^ there appeared thirty-lbor yeas and twenty-three nays.* Here 
was certainly a very respectable majority, and verified the declaration of Mr. 
Brackenridge, in his speech, that there were members who privately enter- 
tained a diiferent opinion from that which they publicly avowed. And 
yet it is surprising, that after the masterly reasoning and powerful ap» 
peals of Brackenridge, Gallatin and Edgar, there should be so many votes 
in the negative. The vote was, notwithstanding, decisive, and saddenly 
changed the face of affairs. The supposed dreaded majorifywas now 
proved to be a minori^, and the fearful inflaence of that supposed major- 
ity was gone. The moantnin, if it may be so called, was ennged, bat.>it 
vas the mge of dlsi^ppointment, despair and impoCenee. The friends of 
eider were saddenly relieved from the reign of terror, and began to ezhifck 
• bolder eonntonanee. The donds of insnneetion were brolMn, and began 

* Six afterward declared that they had voted nay by mistake ; the vote then 
Stood forty against seventeeo. 

16 
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to scatter ; the mutterings of the thunder were still heard, but it was of 
the retiriug, and not of the coming storm. Bradford stood appalled; his 
power and influence were at an end , he withdrew from the place almost 
immediately, and was not heard of again until some time after, when he 
was one of the first to hasten to seize the horns of the altar, or in ether 
wordsy to take the benefit of the amnesty, in the midst of his deserted 
followers, who now eiied out, Dagon, how art thou fallen But being 
excepted, on acooant of his last act, and perhaps on account of his robbeiy 
of the mail, he took to the river and escaped, leaving a ieflson to after-times 
of the folly of empty popularity. 

Aft/St a short feoese, the standing oommittee again met in the after* 
noon ) in the meantime, the ontaidersy who had manifested the most de- 
cided disapprobation of the vote, had, for the greater part, withdrawn, 
leaving the oommittee ahnost alone. The opposition had no leader in the 
oommittee. The resolution approving the report was adopted without 
objection, and even without a division, and was certified to the commis- 
sioners. It was now proposed to choose a new committee of conference, 
in order to see if f-umc moditications of the terms, and prolongation of the 
time, might not be obtained ; but nothing was hinted as to unwillingness 
to submit, or of opposing the excise law, jifter the passage of the resolu- 
tion declaring it to be the interest of the people to adopt the report of the 
first conferees. These conferees could not, with propriety, oppose the new 
motion, and were no doubt pleased with this fair opportunity of withdraw- 
ing from their thankless offioe. Yet they were convinced that it was 
idle to hope for better terms than those whioh had been obtainedi or even 
a demrable modifieaiion of them, as they had been assured by the oom- 
missioners ihat ihey had already gone to the full extent of their powers in 
ftvor of the people. They had at the same time privately intimated^ that 
the alarming intelligence from the east of the mountains rendered any 
delay out of the question. It thus appears that the state of mind of the 
people in the eastern counties, whether exaggerated or not, had an unfor- 
tunate influence on the disposition of the commissioners toward those in 
the west ; and it is very possible, that but for this, the severe terms after- 
ward exacted would not have been imposed. 

The friends of peace in the committee, who had been afraid of express- 
ing their sentiments, were now emboldened in each neighborhood, and 
fix of them, after the balloting, endeavored to exculpate themselves firani 
the suspicion of having voted in the negative, by asserting that the na^ 
had been gjlven by mistake. The more timid, or those who had been 
most violent on former oooasionsi but had been oonvinoed in the com- 
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mittee, were Btill afndd to avow themselTes openly, through fear of their 
neighbore, or from unwUlingneas to ineur the oharge of inoonnsteney. 
Yet there was no instanee of any insult or Yiolenoe offeied to any one for 
hiB Tote. The feeling whieh showed itself in the eommittee after the re* 
moval of the lestratnt of fear, was now Tisible over the whole eonntiy. 
The violent were awed, and the Iotsib of peaee and order oeased to be 
alraid to speak oat ; and this state of things oontinned rapidly to gain 
ground — public meetings were called every where in favor of submission, 
until the approach of the ariuy, when all appearance of opposition hud not 
only ceased, but was changed into general alarm for their own safety. 

The standing committee adjourned without day, and the resolution, 
which was expected to be followed by a general amnesty, was certified to 
the commissioners, accompanied by a letter from the chairman, explainiog 
the appointment of the new committee of conference. 

**At a meeting of the standing committee of the wost<irn counties, held at 
Brownsville on the 28th and ut' Augiuit, lldi, 

'* The report of the eommittee appointed to oonftr with the eommiBsioners of 
govenmeat being taken into consideration, the following resolntioas were adopted 
to wit: 

** 1. EetoM, That in the ophiion of this coowuttee, it is the intemt of the 
people of the oountry to accede to the propoeale made 1^ the commisrioners on the 
part of the United States. 

** 2. Resolvedt Iliat a eopy of the foregoing reaolation be transmitted to the 

commissioners. 

(A true copy.) Edwabo Cook, Chairman. 

Albx&t Gallatik, Secretary,'* 

lAUer ofthn Chaimtan, 

"BaowMBViLLs, Aug. 29, 1794. 
" Gsiitlsmbh: — ^Difficulties having arisoi witli us, we have thought it neoessary. 
to appoint a eommittee to oonfer with you, in order to procure, if possible, some 
fnrther time, in order that the people maj have leisure to reflect on their true sit- 
uatioa. 

I am, gentlemen, your obedient senrant, EnwAsn Ooox. 

** P. S. — Inolosed, you have a copy of the resolutions on that snl^ject. 
. «« The Honorable the Commissioners of the United States." 

The new committee of eonferenoe waa composed of the following per-- 
aons : John Probst, Robert Diokey, John Neabit, David Phillips, John' 
McClelland, George Wallace, Samuel Wilaon and John Marehall. 

It is much to be ref^retted that the measures so wisely devised by 
Washington were uot accepted, at once and unanimously, without any 
further proceeding in the vain hope of improving the conditions, but' 
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which oould have no other effect than to give the appearance of a rel«o* 
tant asiient, and make it the justification for imposing terms more severe. 
If this had been 'done, it is probable that there would have been a general 
amnesty according to the stipulation and agreement between the first con- 
ferees and the commissioners, and the army would have been disbanded. 
At least, this ought to have been the case, unless the administration, en- 

' tertaining the views imputod to the Secretaiy of the Xnuuiy hj fiudieyy 
had detormined that the army should march in any event. 

The oommiaaionen took » diffeieDt view of the subject. Iq their opiu- 
ion^ the looeptanoe mm imperfect and uniatiBfootory in the committee, oa 
Moomit of the oppoeitioii there tad the wuit of qnmnimity; thai the leign 
of tenor which detenid tlie peeoefbl oitiieiis fiEom aooeptiiigy efcill pre- 
vailed ; that it prevailed to aooh a degree aa to be iseoaipatihle with the 
free, full, and liberal terms offered by the government. The anthor of 
thia work eannot but regard that view of the eubjeot as unfortunate, and 
with the highest respect for the eminent talents and unimpeachable inten- 
tions of the commissioners, erroneous. This has been attributed to the 
Secretary of the Treasury by Findley, whose leaning toward a strong 
government was well known ; but that he ever entertained or expressed 
the sentiment imputed to him, that the new government could not be 
considered as permanently established until it made itself felt by physical 
foroCi the author is unwilling to believe, without more positive evidence 
than he has yet seen. He is rather disposed to attribute this determinsp 
•don on the part of the oommissioners to the distance between the scene 
of action and the seat of government^ and the great difficulty q£ knowing 
the true state of things on the east as well as on the south-west side of the 
mountains. It is impossible, at this day, to form any just idea of tbe 
state of communication at that period, between portiona of country be- 
tween which all barriers have been removed. The author firmly believes 
that if Washington could have been on the spot to judge with his own 
eyes, the insurrection might have ended differently. The great body of 
the western people were influenced by an honest belief that they had 
been treated unjustly, and were neither depraved nor disloyal. It could 
not in reason be expected, that after so much excitement, the terms of 
submigsinD, however reasonable, would be at once accepted, and without 
some appearance of reluctance. The opposition could not be quelled in-* 
stantaneously, without, at the same time, breaking down the spirit of a 

. firee people, and with it all the nobility and worth fitting them to be tho 
oitiaens of a free oountiy. The tubstanttal adoption of the terms, tbe 
aaUior eannot but think| wan a soffieieBt fulfillment of the eompaet betwiiM 
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the conferees and the commissioners. A bare majority ought to have 
sufficed, even if the commissioners bad any right to go behind the resolu- 
tion to inquire how it was passed. The opposition having been once de- 
feated, we know that it is in the nature of things, in such assemblies, for 
the majority to grow stronger and the minority weaker. All that was 
aaked was the further favor of a short delay, but not as a condition at- 
tftehed to the acoeptanoe of the terms ; and the onlj effect of the denial 
would be to leave the resolution in full force, as if notbiog of the kind 
bad accompanied it. This sabjeot will be again adverted to. 

On the let of September, a few days after the adjournment of the 
atanding committee, the new committee appeared in Fittabnrgh and ad- 
dxesBed the feUowing note to the comnuarioneni on the part of the United 
Statea: 

PiTTSBDKQH, Sept. Ist, 1794. 
"OBRTcmif:— The committee appointed by the oommittee of safety at Red* 
atmie, the 28th of Angaat last, to ccnfer with the oommisdoners of the Uidted 
Btatei, and State of PMrnaylvaiua, aad agreeable to the remlutioiie of Mid com- 
mittee, doreqaeet: 

" 1st. Iltat the said oommisdoners give an assurance on the part of the general 
gOTenunent, to an indemnity to all persons as to the anrearages of excise, that 
have not entered their stills to this date. 

"2d.^Will the commissioners aforesaid give to the 11th day of October next, to 
take the sense of the people at large, of the four counties west of Pennsylvania, 
and that part of Bedford west of the Allegheny mountains, and the Ohio county 
in Virginia, whether they will accede to the resolution of the said commissioners, 
as stated at large in the conference with the committee of conference met at Pitts- 
bargh the 21st day of August last. 

**By cider of the committee. Johh M'OubliiAHD. 

** The Honorahle the Gommisdoners on the part of the United States, and' of the 
State of Pennsylfania.*' 

To this ill-concocted letter, the commissioners returned the following 
reply: 

"PiTT.snuRoii, Sept. let, 1794. 
*'Gentlemkn: — We have received your letter of this date; and as time presses, 
have determiued to give it an immediate answer, although we shall be prevented 
thereby from making so full and correct a reply as the importance of the sabjeot 
requires. 

**In our oonre^ondence with the late comndttee of oonftroiee, we detidled 
those assuimaocs of sabmisrion to the laws, which woold have beat deemed fnll 
aad satisfsotory, and which were necessary to the exercise of the powers Tested in 
ns. This detail iras minutely settled in the conference, with a sab-committee of 
that body, from a desire on ear part to accommodate, and to render the pro- 
posals as nnezceptionable as possible^ thej were altered and modified at their 
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nqnMt, tiU b^g superior to all MMeptioQ, they reemTod the ananimoiu ftpprol>a> 
tion of thooo goatlonuii. 

"The dettdl thus settled* required from the standing oommittee aasmrsiuMa of 
their explicit deteroinstion to submit to the laws of the United States; that they 
would not directly or indirectly oppose the execution of the acts for raising a 
revenne upon distilled spirits and upon stills ; and that they would support as far 
as the laws require, the civil niithority in affonliiif^ protection due to all officers 
and other citizens. These assuraiiceH have not hvou given. On the contrary, we 
learn with emotions, difficult to be repressed, that in the meeting of the connuittee, 
at Redstone, resistance to the laws and open rebellion against the United States 
were pubiiciy advocated, and that two-fifths of that body, rq>resentin>j twenty-three 
ioWMhip*^ totally duapprove the proposals, and pre/erred the convulsions of a civil 
9onti»t to fh» iwkiiffmei oftnd them Ajr their connfry. ETsn the members oomposiiig 
the mijoritj, although by a seoret and undistinguishing TOte Huy eiqiiressed an 
opinion that it was the interest of the people to aeoede to the proposals, did not 
themselTos aoosde to them, nor giTO the assurances, nor make the reeommendatioiui 
esplioitly required of them. They haTo a^joumed without day, and the terms 
are broken on their part. 

"Our expectations have been unfortunately disappointed; the terms required 
have not been acceded to. You have been sent hither to demand new terms; and 
it is now necessary -for us to decide whether we will return home, or enter into 
other arrangements. 

"Upon reflection, we are satibfied that the President of the United States, while 
he demands satisfactory proofs that there will be in future a perfect submission to 
Uie laws, does not Wish the great body €t the people should be finai^ o&eludsd 
by the conduct or proceedings of that committee ; and if the people tbemselTCS 
iriU make the declaration required of the standing committoe, and give satisf actoiy 
proofli of a general and sincere determination to obey the laws, the benefits offered 
may still be obtained by those indiTiduals who shall ezplioitlj avow their submis> 
siOD as hereinafter mentioned. 

**It is difficult to decide in what manner the said declarations and determina- 
tions of the people to «ul:init peaceably, should be taken and ascertained. We 
have thought much on thi^ subject, and are fully satisfied that a decision by ballot 
will be wholly unsatisfactory, and that it will be easy to produce by these means 
an apparent but delusive unanimity. It is, therefore, necessary that the deter- 
mination of every individual be publicly announced. In a crisis, and on a ques- 
tion like this, it is dishonorable to temporise. Erery man ou^t to declare him- 
self openly, and giro his assurances of submission in a manner that cannot be 
questioned hereafter. If a clTil contest must finally take place, the goremment 
ought to know not only the numbers, but the names of the fkithfnl oitisens, who 
may otherwise be in danger of being confounded with the guilty. It therefore 
remains with you to say, whether you wiU recommend such a mode of procedure, 
and will immediately arrange with us the manner in which the sense of the people 
may be publicly taken, and written assurances of submission obtained, within the 
time already limited. We desire an explicit and speedy answer in writing. 

"You request us to *give assurances on the part of the United States, that an 
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indemnity tliall be granted, m to the ameam of eseiee to ell penone that hare 
not entered their atills to this date.' If it were proper to xemit aU arreare of 
datyt ve eannot ooneeiTo why thoae who bATo entered their stills diovld not 
reoeiTO n similar indnlgenoe with those who haye reftised to do so ; nor why yon 
demand peculiar favors for the opposers of the sets, while yon abandon those who 
have complied to the strictness of tlie laws. 

"We have gone on that subject n? far as we think advisable. The clange was 
introduced at the request of the late committee of conference ; and even the style 
of expre^'sinrr it was settled with them. Yie, therefore, have nothing more to add 
to that subject. 

**You require also that time be given until the 11th day of October, in order to 
ascertain the sense of the people. That is wholly inadmissible. On the day of 
the eonfevence, the time allowed was demned soffidently long ; and we are sorry 
to pereeive that^delay only tends to produce an indisposition to deoide. There are 
strong reasons, obvions to a reflecting mind, against prolonging the time n ringle 
hour. Nothing is required but a declaration of tliat duty which erery man owes 
to his country, and every man before this day must have made up his mind on the 
subject. Six ^vt 1> have already elapsed since the ordinary exereise of civil 
authority has been lorcibly Buppressed, the officers of government expcUc^l, and 
the persons and property of well disposed citizens exposed to the outrages of pop- 
ular violence. The protection which in due to peaceable citizens, the respect which 
every government owes to itself, and the great intercstf? of the United States, 
demand that the authority of the laws be quickly restored. To this wo may add 
that the militia (which, by late orders from the President, have been increased to 
15,000 men, including 1,500 riflemen ftom Tirginia, under the command of Mi^or 
General Morgan,) have recmTcd orders to assemble ; and we cannot undertake to 
promise that their march will be long suspended. AU possible means to inform, 
to coneOiate and to recall our feUow-dtiiens to thdr duty, have been used. That 
their infatuation stiU continues, we regret, but are persuaded thnt Airther modera- 
tion and forbearance will but increase it. 

"If the whole country shall ileclare its determination peaceably to submit, the 
hopes of the Executive will be fulfilled; but if a part of the inhabitants of the 
survey shall persist in their unjustifiable resistance tn the lawful authority of the 
United States, it is not the intention of the government to confound the innocent 
with the guilty ; you may therefore assure the friends of order and the laws that x 
they may rely upon promptly receiving all the protection the government can 
give ; and that effeetoal messnres will be taken to suppress and punish the violence 
of those in^Tiduals who may endearor to obstruct tiie execution of die lawe, and 
to iuTolTe their conntiy in a scene of calamity, the eztMit and serioumess of which 
it is impossible to calculnte. 

"It is easy to perceiTC, from the whole scope of this letter, that no part of it is 
addressed to the gentlemen d Oliio county, Virginia. 

Jambs Ross, 
Jasper Yeates, 
Wm. Bradford. 

''Messrs. Dickey, Probst, Nesbit, Marshall, Phillips, M'aelland, Wallace and 
Wilson." 
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TIm ooaftfMi fspliad M ftnom : 

''OuRKomis— >W« hm weiifid jmt Itttir of ^iltidij, toA tUmt kttviaf 

duly oouickrad its oonttnli^ m ure all of opinion that it is th« interstl and d«ty 
9t the people of the western conntiM of PeonsjlTsma to submit to the ttoentiom 

of the laws of the United States^ and of the State of PennsyWania, upon th^ 
principles and terms stated by the commi^iioners ; and we will heartily recom- 
mend this measure to them. We are also ready to enter into the detail with you 
of fixing and ascertaining the time, pl&cc and ynniy^^y of ooUeoting the sense of 
the people upon this very momentous subject. 

«< Signed by the onftnimons order of the committee. 

Joav ITC&iuumw 

••To the OemnluieBeve of the Uailed Stetei end of the Stete of Pennqrlfiai*.'* 

Thus it appears that the new committeei whieh does not Beem f6> 
mukM^ for ability, inslOAd of obtainiiig bettor, laj gladlj aooeptod 
wone tonns than those preseDtod bj the report of the &8t oommittoe of 
oonftrenoe. It 10 proper to remark here, that ihey do not refer these 
tenna to the Btanding oommittee; whioh had eeaeed to exist) all they had 
authority to do, was to request some farorable modifieation of the eondi- 
tioDS proposed to the first committee. If they failed in this, the only 
question that arose would be as to the fact of rejection or acceptance of 
the propositions by the standing committee. On this question, we have 
taken issue with the commissioners. We contend that the vote was a 
suflBcient acceptance — and there can be no question, but that the arrange- 
ment entered into with the new committee was totally unauthorized, and 
oaanot be regarded in the light of a oompact, as ia the ca^e with the 
committee of oonferenoe. The following is ihe reoord of the new eon* 
ferenoe: 

••At a eomftranee between the oonuidssioners firom the ITnlted States and the 

State of Pennsylvania, on the one part, and Messrs. Probst, IHokey, Nesbit, Mar- 
shall, Phillips, M'CleUaiid, Wallace and Wilson, conferees, appointed by the stand- 
ing committee at Brownsville, (Redstone Old Fort,) on the 28th and 29tb days of 
August, 1794, it was agreed, that the assurances required from the citizens in the 
fourth survey of Pennsylvania, should be given in writing, and their sense ascer- 
tained in the following manner: 

"That the citizens of the said survey, (Allegheny county excepted,) of the age 
of eighteen years and upward, be required to assemble on Thursday, the 11th 
instant, in their reapeotive townships, at the usual plaoe far holding townahip 
naetings; and that between the honrs of twelve and aeven. In the alfeeraoon of 
the same day, any two or more of the membera of the meeting who aaeemhled at 
Parkinaon'a Ferry on the 14th ultimo, resident in the townahip, or a justiee of 
the peaoe of said township, do optnlj propose to the people assembled, the follow- 
ing questions, *Do you now engage to snbnut to the laws of the United States^ and 
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dMt jon will not towftar, dliMdij or iadiraofly, tppoM the fee B ttoa cf ll» Mli 
for raiiiag tlw raroim vpoii dutllled ipirita Md ■tills t A»d do 7011 alM unite* 
toko to support, m fiff m tlM laws roqniro, tlio olvil ratkority to «iBnUag tte 

ptotection due to all oflloom and other citixenit Tea, or nayf ' 

"That the said citizens, resident in Allegheny county, shall meet in their respeo- 
tive election districts on the said daj, And prooood ill tho Mmo BUUinor M if tJkflgf 
were assembled in townships. 

" That a minute of tke number of yoai and nays be made immediately after as- 
certaining the same. 

** That a written or printed declaration of such engagement be signed by all 
fhooo wlio Toto in tho aAmfttlM^ ci HIm following ttnor, to wit: 
^ <•*! do MlMBnly* promiio koaoefortli to submit to tho laws of tiio tfnitod 
Stotos; thnt J wlU noty dlrootly nor indirootlj, oppooo tlio oioontioii of Hio toti 
Iter raising s nromio on distiiled spirits and stills; and that I will sopport, as fto 
an tho law roquiros, tho ciril authority in affofding tho protiotioB dao to aH 
oflScers and other dtisons.* 
**~^V'This shall be signed in the presence of the said members €ft Jostioos of.tho 
peace, attested by him or them, and lodged in his or tbeir hands. 

"That the said persons, so proposing the questions stated as aforesaid, do as- 
semble at tho respective county court houses, on the 13th inst., and do ascertain 
anfd make report of the numbers of those who voted in the affirmative in the 
respective townships or districts, and of the number of those who voted in the 
MgatiTe ; together wlUi thsir op^on whoChsr Ihoro bo sneh a general snlmisrfoa 
of the peoplo in thoir napootiTe ooontlos, that an oflBoo of inspootion mmj bo ini- 
mocBatoly and aafdj sstoUishod thovein. 

*'That tho said i«port» opinion and writUin or printed doelsrstions, bo trans- 
■littod to tho oonmiiiaionorB, or any one of thorn, at Ualontown, on or bofevo tho 
16th instant. 

**If tho said assnrances shall be bona fide given in the mannsr prescribed, tho 
commissioners on the part id the United Statis do promiso and sngago in tho maa- 
ner following, to wit : 

"1. No prosecution for any treason or other indictable offense against the 
United States, committed within the fourth survey of Pennsylvania, before the 22d 
day of August last, shall be commenced or prosecuted before the 10th day of July 
Bozt, against any person who shall, witUn the time liodted, snbsoribo snob as- 
nvranoo and engagement as albressid, and perform tho same. 

**2. On the said 10th day of Julj next there eiwll be granted n general pardoK 
4Qd oblirion of an tho said offenses, ezrinding therefrom, noYorthdess, erery per- 
son who shall reftase or neglect to subscribe such assuranoe and engagement in 
manner aforesaid, or shall, after such subscription, violate the same, or willfoUj 
obstruct or attempt to obstmot the exeoution <tf tho said aots, or be aiding or 
abetting therein. 

"3. Congress having, by an act passed on the 5th day of June last, authorifed 
the State ooorts to toke cognisance of offenses against the said aots for raising a 

*This word, and xheneeforth," bmng ot||eoted to^ was oa^tted \fj ooosent of 
the oommissioners. 
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vmniie vpom distilM apirito tad itiUB, th« VtMmi hm ditwuiDed fiiftt lie wiU 
<iii<Mt sniti Agpiiiit snoh dtUoqiitiito to b« proamtod theraia, It, upon ozp«riment» 
it be found that looal pitjadieet or okhov oausos do aoi <)A>Btraot tho fkithftil aid- 
ministration of justice; but it iB to be understood that of this he nxut be the 
judge, and that he does not mean by this determinatioii to impair anypowor Tested 
in the Executive of the United States. 

"4. Certain beneficial arrangements for adjusting the delinquencies and prose- 
cutions for penalties now depending, shall be made and communicated by the 
officers appointed to carry the said acts into execution. 

Jambs Ross, 

J. YSATBS, 

Wm. Bbasiobd. * 

" Signed, in behalf of the eommittee* representing the foorfh warwtj of Penn- 
^flnmia, nnanlmonsly bj the members present—John Probst, Bobert Diekey, John 
Ifesbit, DMid PhiUps, John Msvshall, Ssmncl Wilson, Oeorge WiUsee, John 
X'CleUand. Pittsburgh, Sept 2, 

"We, the underwritten, do also promise, in behalf of the State of Pennsylvania, 
that in case the assurances now proposed shall be hona jide given and performed 
until the 10th day of July next, an act of free and general pardon and oblivion of 
all treasons, insurrections, arsons, riots, and other offenses inferior to riots, eem> 
adtted, oovnesled, er snffured by any person or persons witUn the four western 
ooonties of PeamvlTsaia, sinoe the 14th day of July last past, so fiff m the ssmn 
eonoems the said State^ or the goTemment thereof, shall be then granted ; eielnd- 
Sng therefrom ereiy person who shall refuse or negleot to snbsovibe snoh assor- 
ance, or who shall after such snbsoriptlon wiUfolly violate or obf tmot the laws of 
the State or of the ITnlted States. 

Thomas M'Eeah, 
William IbvIne." 

The pipoeedings in relation to the amnestj hftTiDg been thoB detailed, 
the meaeures which were adopted by the commissioners will be considered 
on tbe principles of jnstioe and sound policy. There is no reason why 
these should not be the same as would govern other parties in their nego* 
tiations; when the gCTemment condescends to negotiate at all, this most 
be admitted. What was the question presented to the standing commit* 
tee, as » recognised body ? It was the adoption or rejection of the terms 
of amnesty which the committee of conference had agreed to recommend 
to the standing committee of sixty, and which they conld not do unless 
they were first approved by the conferees ; this must be implied witbont 
any express declaration on their part to the commissioners. The con- 
ferees, it cannot be denied, fully complied with their engagements, by 
nrging the acceptance of the terms by every means in their power. These 

*In bohalf of a eoounittee whidb had not anthorised them, and which at the 
tine of signing had oessed to eiist. 
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terms formed a part of their report, in language that could not be mis- 
taken, and the acceptance was certified hj the chairman and secretary. 
The mere phraeeokiiQ^, whether it be expressed in the simple words, we 
aooept the terms proposed," or, we oonnder it the interest of the oonntiy 
to aooept them," ean make no diierenoe-^e meaning ia the aame. 

Oa what groonds was the aooeptanoe njeeted hy the eomminrionenf 
Finl^ that the leaolntion was not adopted hy a anffioient majorify, or hy 
unammityf heing only Ihree-fiftha in itp fkvor; and aeoond, tiiat the Tote 
was not open, or viva voce, hot aeoiet, by ballot ; and for that leaaoDj not 
a fiur ezi«eflaon of Ihe inll of the yoten. The answer to the first is, that 
to ezpeet absolute unanimity, as in the case of a Polish diet, was iinrea> 
sonable, and contrary to all our republican ideas. Among freemen, where 
diversity of opinion will prevaij, it is next to impossible to obtain a unan- 
imous vote on any proposition which has been the subject of free discus- 
sion. And to the vote by ballot, surely no one will contend that it is 
not the most reliable mode of obtaining an expression of the unbiassed 
will of the voter. No matter how the vote was taken, provided it was 
free, and, in point of faot^ was taken. There was no mode prescribed. 
The commissioners, as one party, had nothing to do with the mode, but 
only with tiie leanlt. The mode was for the standing eommittee, and the 
oommissioneis had no right to know what passed in it, what angry debates 
took plaoe, or what argnments weie nsed, or who opposed, or who sns> 
tained the resolution. There was no agreement Aat the vote should he 
taken viva voce, or he nnanimons. There was none that the aooepCSnce 
shonld be in any set form of words, or in exact terms preseribed by the 
oommissioners. The recommendation to the people was the proper mode, 
because the standing committee was only acting on delegated power from 
the congress of delegates, who had the power to give the final decision, 
although practically the vote of the standing committee would be regarded 
as conclusive. That congress did actually assemble in two weeks after, and 
unanimously ratified the resolution, and accepted the temu in the very 
tcords and in the manner required by the commiwioners ! 

As to the violent debates in the committee, it oould not be expected 
that nothing but passive submission would be witnessed there; and with 
lespeot to the tieasonable expressions said to have been uttered, this was 
only imputable to one man; and the Ohrislian religion might as well he 
lejeoted, beeause ihere happened to be a Judas among ihe Apostles. 
During nearly ten hours the oommittee and outsideni listened to the 
speeehes of those who supported ihe government and urged submission, 
and this without impatience or interruption, which surely ought to ooun- 
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oppoflitMNi. Ho OM, ezoepi Bndfttd, looo lo reply to Mmri. Bneken- 
li^go, GalMn and Edgtr. Bal tho mMm mud gnd nfaUoii whioli 
took pisee ^ raomont tlio TOto wm ODiHmiiced, not only with the oom> 

mittee and circumstante corona, but throughout the country, ought to 
have been known and weighed by the commissioners. From that moment, 
it was evident to all that the insurrection was broken down ; and it be- 
came certain that the beautiful spectacle was about to be exhibited, of an 
insurrection against the laws subdued by the moral power of the people 
themselTeSy without the neoessitj of calling out the military foro o • 
apectacle a thousand timet nore intoraifciDg to humMiilj than the ezperi- 
BMBt whether there was raftdent energy in the governmenfe to snbdiie 
iheiii by tbo bajonol! The additional reaaon g^Yoa by (ko oommianoa- 
tn, that iheia waa danger of tlia riaing of tlie people on tho otter aide of 
the monntaina and in Maryland, (no doobt mnoh «zaggeral9d,) only goea 
to proTO that ihey themaelTea ware not in a ntoatiott to jn^B^ ooolly and 
impartially. At thia dartanoo wo oan idew all the oironnataneea irith m 
degree of eoolneaa whioh no one waa oapaUo of at the time. Bfon tbe 
two ootemportry writers, Mr. Braokenrldge and WilKam Findley, are 
disposed to cast the censure on the standing committee rather than on the 
commissioners ; perhaps influenced by chagrin, or mortification at the un- 
reasonable difficulties made by the standing (X)mmittee. 
• If the rejection of the vote of the standing committee by the commis- 
sioners, does not meet the approbation of the author of this work, still 
leas, on fair and jnat piineiples, can he approve of the substitute, requi- 
ring individual aanoanoOy instead of the general one, by the whole coun- 
try in ito ctiUtctive or repreaentative oapacity. Thatanbatitnto oonfoanded 
the innooant with tho goilty — it waa roYolting to a man who wna eon- 
aoiooa of haying done hia dnty aa a eltisea, and on no oooaaion having 
opposed iha oxeention of iho laws, to ho raqnired to make a doelaiatioii 
whieh ho Mi aa degiading, aa pahHoly axpraaaing repentanoe Ibr a orimo 
whioh ho never oommltted, and making a promise to refrain fortho fntare 
tsosuk the oommiaaion of aota whioh he novsr eotttempfatted. It waa fiko 
the passing wv^tjugum^ or under the yoke, of the inhabitants of conquered 
cities in ancient times. Besides, practically considered, it was impossible 
for the whole population, in one day, even in separate districts, over an 
extent half as large as the whole State, without allowance for sickness or 
other causes which might prevent attendance, to comply with the terms 
imposed. At least a week should have been allowed for signing. The 
mode agreed upon on the part of the oonferenoe would have answered 
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•▼ety pqr p oBe t he pkn of genenl srimusuon, instead of the one f equi- 
liag eaeh ift^vidiiel to oome in penon to affix hie name to a paper, Tbefe 
was nothing to prevent the oommisBionere from pieeeiitin^ the question to 

the congress of delegates, which could have been assembled in a week. 

Again, there is a serious question to be answered — by what authority 
was the arrangement made with the new committee ? The standing com- ^ 
mittee, after adoptinar the report of the first conferees, appointed the new 
committee for a specific purpose, and then adjourned without day, neither 
requiring them to report to themselves nor to the congress at Parkinson'a 
Fenj. The duty of the new eommittee was to obtain, if possible, a pio- 
longation of time, to allow the people to become more fully impressed 
with the neeiMity of snhmifldony and to declare it through their dele- 
galee. This was perfectly oompatihle with the reaolntion deolaring it to 
\m the intnest of ^e people to aooept the terma offered them by the com* 
ninioneni ; and if thai lequeet were refnsedy then the reeolntaon still re* 
mined in foroe, notwithstanding the appointment of the new committee. 
The new agteement, aeoepting new and less i^avorahle terms, was a nnllity ; 
they had no authority to set aside a benevolent stipulation, and accept in 
its stead one of the most unjust and unreasonable. 

In concluding this chapter, one observation ought to be made in justice 
to the people of the western counties, then new and little better than a 
wilderness frontier, now populous enough to form a kingdom ; it is this : 
with the exception of the riot at Neville's house, and some half dozen other 
minor acts of violonee over the whole extent of Western Pennsylvania duing 
ItDor months, no serious outrages were committed ou the property or penon 
of any individnaL How different from the ruffianly acts of other conn* 
tries *in sqoh % state of ananihy 1 The people, although legally wrong, 
honestly bdimd they were morally right. The ezciae law was aniver* 
■sUy odious ; the Legislatnre of the State had instmeted their Senators to 
nzert themaelTes for its repeal, and the State fizeontiTe had protested 
against it in strong language. It was aeknowledged by the Federal gov- 
ernment that it required amendments to satisfy well groanded causes of 
complaint, and some additional modifications were stipulated by the com- 
missioners, as far as they had authority to do so. The western people 
were« without mitigation, stigmatized as insurgents, and their acts asijO 
oiated, in the minds of many, (and continue to be at this day,) with those 
of thieves, incendiaries and outlaws — not murderers^ for not a drop of 
blood was shed by them during the whole period, although the lives of 
some of them were sacrificed. Without attempting to justify their nn> 
lawfolaets, still, in order to do jnstioe to them, their motLves, as well as 
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th«ir general oondaot, should be taken into considemtion. Bat whatever 
may be said, by my of apology or palliation, it was not the lewobligatoiy 
to maintaui the aapranaqy of the laW| and onish all opposition to tbeJaw- 
f al authority. It was the duty of the good eitiien to eabnut to the evils 
of the law until, in the proper way and at the proper time, th<{y ooold be 
removed, there being no evil greater than anaxohy and insobovdinadon. 

Hitherto but one side, and that the unfavorable eide, as respeots the in* 
surgeuu, has been given by hietorinnB and public fnnotionariee There is 
another side, and it is that of the conduct of the government agents to 
tiie wcaLeru people, in the pretended suppres^on, by military force, ot au 
insurrection already suppressed by themselves. In doing this, there was 
a hundred times more gross violation of law — more cruel iujustice — more 
wanton, ruffianly acts, than were committed by the insurgents, and this 
without provooation. These outrages have hitherto been passed over al> 
most in i^enoe; bat, if it be a duty to record and prononnee sentence of 
condemnation on the opposition to law and order, as a warning in future^ 
it is not less so to hold up to just reprobation the cruel, wanton and op- 
prassive of those government subordinates.* All this would have been 
avoided by a simple proclamation of amnesty to the whole country, as at 
first proposed^ by the commissioneis, under the instructions of Washing 
ton, agreed to by the first committee of conferencey and, as we contend^ 
sufficiently ratified by the standing oommittee. Reason, gratitude, inter- 
est—every consideration in this case, would have shed their benign influ- 
ence over a well-meauing, but erring people. The uiurch of an army of lif- 
teen thousand men, at a greater expense than the whole whiskey tax ever 
yielded — a tax which, after the trial of a few years, was repealed — would 
not have taken place, to subdue a portion of our own fellow-citizens;- and 
the historian would not have had to record this unt'ortanate episode in 
our natippal history. 

^Maoaiilay, in Us reocnt volnmss of the History of England, has been jntCly 
eentortd for his hnleiiey to WiUi«n, on the sal^ieet of the miwaere of Gleneoo. 
The differenoe in that ease and the present, is, that William did not finbid the net, 
while, in the ease of the arrests of the "dieedfiil night," they were in plain disregard 

of the orders of Washington. The perpetrators were not called to account, because 
the Tictims were outlawed in public opinion by liaving the epithet of irmtrgenU 
applied to them. For tbat reason it becomes the more urgent duty of the hiato- 
nan to do them jostiee. 
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JBOraet from the Btpart ^ Hkt VkUed 
States Commutionert to the Executive. 
" The hopes exerted by the favorable 
issue of this conference, [the first con- 
/erence,'\ were not realized bj a cor- 
respondent conduct in the citizens who 
composed what was called the 'stauding 
oommittee.' TI107 scHmubled at BrowBS- 
Tille, (Bedstone Old Fort,) on the 28th 
of Angatty end broke vp on the 29t]i, and 
on the foUoiring day ft letter was reoeiTed 
from Edward Cook, their chairmaiii an- 
nouncing that diffionlties ha I irisen, and 
that a new committee of conference was 
appointed ; and although the resolve 
which is hereto annexed was passed, it did 
not appear that the assurances of sub- 
mission which had been demanded had 
been given. 

"The nndenrritten were informed by 
several of the members of that meeting, 
as well as other oitisens who were present 
at it» that the report of the oommittee 
of conferenee»* and the propoeala of the 
commissioners were unfavorably receiv- 
ed ; that rebellion and hostile resistance to 
the United States were publicly recom- 
mended by some of the members, [hy 
Bradford onb/,'] and that so excessive a 
spirit prevailed that it was not thought 
proper or safe to urge a compliance with 
the terms and preliminaries pieseribed 
by the onderwzitten, or ihe oommission- 
ers ttem- the gOTemment of Pennsyl^ 
Tania. lTki»wudoMbyOMatin,Braek- 
enridge and Bdgar,'] All that could be 
obtained, was the resolve already men- 
tioned, the question upon it being deci- 
ded by baliot ; by which means each mem- 

* That Is, they met with opposition! Nothing is 
said of the tamest support they received, or the 
addresMC of Meesni. QallaUn, Bnckenridge and 



ber had an opportunity of concealing hit 
oprnton, and of sheltering himself from ihe 
resentment of those fr/}m whom violence was 
apprehended. very strange objection ! ] 
But notwithstanding this caution, the 
opinion was far from being unanimotu^ 
[was this reasonable f} that out of fifty- 
seren Totes there wwe tweuty-three 
nays, leaiing a majority of only eleven; 
and the oommissioners have been re- 
peatedly assnred by different members 
of that meeting, that if the question had 
been pnblioly put, it would have been 
carried in the negatlTe by a ooneiderable 
majority.* 

**With a view of counteracting the 
acts and influence of the violent, the 
underwritten on the 27th of August ad- 
dressed a letter to the late conferees, 
authorising them to assure the fHends of 
order, who mi|^t be disposed to exert 
themselTee to restore the authority of 
the laws, that they might rely upon the 
protection of government, and that etM- 
sures would be taken to suppress and pun- 
ish ihe violence of those individuals who 
might dissent from the general xe/ilvnents. 
[ Where was the protection of government 
at thai moment ? And what would be the 
effect of such a threat f This is most 
atUMMshing ! ] This letter was delivered 
to one of the oonferees guiug to Browns- 
Tille; bttt he afterward informed the 
mdemritten, that the gentleman to 

* How does it appear that the ^ resolve " was not 
pMNdbjULoaMiimou volar Th» ftot to aot at- 

preaely communicated by the chairman — it nUMt 
have reached the cummiseioners from other sour- 
oea— Imt tbera is reaaon to believe that the "re- 
Nive* iiwaoCiiMMd«Btt«telM««ltalmM^lmt 

afterward ratified in the aftornoon, when that ftjr 
the appointment of a aew committee was passed, 
and which takes it fiir panted that submission 

wwepiid vs. 
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whom it was addressed, did not 'think it 
prudent to make use of it,' as the temper 
which prevailed was sach that it would 
probably have done, more harm than 
good. [^M&si certainly — lohert would have 
been the freedom of deliberatiotiy wilh euek 
a Iknai nuprn M 09§rtkmf Ang mm 
Hf spirit woiM AoM ngardtd ft at « grou 

"The mndiiot of the nuetlng at 
Brownirillet notwithstanding the thin 
9tU thrown over it, by the resolve already 
mentioned, was said to be considered by 
many, and especially by the violent party , 
as a rejection of the terms. [7%m w 
4trangely incorrect. The propriety, the 
neceetily of tuhmission^ the great queelion 
to be decided, woe never called in qtmtion 

i)f the ftofU iotk tkU jiMtlioN at HtUed.'] 
It WM oerteialj * pttrtM ngeetion of 
thoee propoeed 1^ the commlaBioiien^ 
who hftd acquired essurancee fircm the 

members of that meeting only, and not 
frohi the people themselves. [And was 
not this assurance given by the metnbrrs of 
the meeting, by the acceptance of the report, 
«n the most comprehensive terms, and with- 
out attaching any condition? It is true, 
they asked for some modifieation of the 
Umt qfter aeeepting them^ hut thi» wot a 
matter of favor, whkh, if fwt ifraattd, 
^ft the matter a^kere U wat at the adopthn 
V <^ reeohe. The tabtegHeiU acU qf the 
peeple, m their delegations as toeU ae mass 
meetingef prove their determination to sub- 
mit, although many o f them objected to the 
mode of exacting that submission, which no 
reasonable man at this day can defend. ] 

'•Having, therefore, no longer any 
hope of an universal or even general 
enbmission, it was deemed neoeasary by 
A tolemn eppoel to the people to eeoer- 
4iin at neerlj am poerihle the deter nine - 
Hon of efoty laAfidiiel; [Mw mmke 
4rt « i ii6 i oti fl w » ami w^t, more than tM^ 
mkt, haa 5tM alna^ 4iam99tig} le ea-. 



coarege end oblige the friends of order 

to declare themselves ; to recall as many 
as possible of the disaffected to their 
duty, by assurances of pardon, dependent 
on their individual conduct ; and to learn 
with certainty whcU opposition the govern- 
ment might ezpeot, if military ooeroion 
■hoQld be nnsToidahle. IThe beet eouraa 

Brawnemtte meeting, to have reeammendad 

a general and umvereal emaeel^. It woutd 
have had the effect ef magiie, and all ap- 
position would have ended — every one would 
have vied in the emulation to display their 
loyalty — the standijig committee having, 
voted to submit, no oppoeition could have 
been expected.'] 

"To secure these adfantages, the 
underwritten were of epiiuoa that the 
uMUB&oes of fobmiBsion required of the 
peoplot ihoQld not onlj be pnbliely glveDy 
bnt ought elao to be redneed to writing; 
end that the state of eaoh eou^ iheald 
be certified by those who were to super- 
intend the meetings at which the die- 
position of the people wee to be aMMr- 
tained. 

''On the Ist instant, nine of the gen- 
tlemen [new cofK/nitlee of conference,] ap- 
pointed by the meeting at BrownsTille, 
aieembied at Pitteburgh, and In ihm 
aflemoon required a eonfmnee with the 
oMunisiionerii wUoh was agreed to^ 
They produoed the reaolTee bj wlddh 
thuy were appointed, and "^fffed into 
some explanation of the nature of their 
visit ; but being desired to communicate 
in writing, they withdrew, and soon after 
sent a letter addressed to the commie- 
sioners of the United States and of the 
State of Pennsylvania, to which an 
answer was immediately written. 

<*la no part of their letter, althengk 
addroMed to the oommimloaere of Pena- 
■ylvania, related to the prelimlaiiian 
preeented by them, thij made no anewur 
inwtltlAg; bnt hi a egntewae held thn 
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iMstBioniing with (kose &ine geatienMa, 
CAiy Mrfta% dlMfarctf lo lilcm IAmt «MlKPtf 
«pfMNrrmM in tka MmtknuU* etmkunsd m 
th$ Utter ftrom the underwritten ; and they 
expreswd at some length their surprise 
and regret at th6 meeting at Browns- 
ville. The conference declared them- 



ttmuUnff conmittee emd among the people, 
tw ve saj again, the only question now 
was as to tiio time and made cf snbmis- 
Bion; and we tliink it will be sew, that 

with some few exceptions of no impor- 
tance, this was the only difl&culty. We 
repeat, that a general proclamation of 



selves satisfied with the answer they had j amnesty, as agreed on with the first con- 



received ; avowed au entire conviction of 
the necessity and propriety of an early 
sabmifision in the manner proposed ; and 
offered immediafely to enter into the 
detail fur settling the time, plaoe and 
manner ef taMag the sense of the poo* 
pie.** 

The whole of the letter of the oom- 
misdoners, or rather report, will be 
given in the appendix to this work,* and 
will afford a practical commentary on 
the working of the plan devised by them. 
It will prove that the plan was in fault, 
and not the disposition of the people to 
aubmit. This second committee not only 
went farther than the first in willingness 
to Bnbait» hU wre wUUnfi to accept anif 
tenme offetti ike toemdmenere* Can 
it be inferred flmn the appointment of 
siMb a oommlttee, that the standing 
eommittee were less disposed to submit 
after, than before the passage of their 
resolution? If it proves any thing, it 
proves that somehow or other, a very 
groat ekmge had taken place both in the 
« Omitted. 



ferees, would have produced an universal 
acquiescence, according to the wish of the 
commissioners. The minority of the peo- 
ple wosld haTO echoed the majority of 
the eommittee, (as in fhot it did,) and 
that msjoriiiy wonld hate gone on in^ 
oreasiag, until all appeaiaaoe of oppon* 
tion would hate oeased. That there 
should have beez^ at first, some partial 
display of opposition after the resolve, 
was to be expected; it was not in human 
nature for perfect quiet to be instantly 
restored among a free people; the dead 
calm of despotism ought not to have 
been required, Instead of the gradual 
snbdding of the billows after tbe stons. 
The writer feels great relaetanoe in em* 
presnng these sentiments, bnt 13m jostioe 
and tmth of history demand a fearloM 
and unbiassed jodgment, without regard 
to the authority of great names — aad 
that judgment supported only by the 
weight of reason. To this decision we 
refer the reader, without arrogance on 
the one hand, or affected hmmility on the 
other. 
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As bad boon foraHen* the plan of mbaianon proposed hj the eemnis- 
momuB would be veij feliictMitly aooeded to bj the people. The oljeo- 
tbu saggeefted, not onlj as to the maDoery but the time allowed, werte 
folly sustained by the eyent. The ftth of September was the day ap- 
pointed for the whole extent of the foor western oonnties, including Bed- 
ford, lyiog partly within the mountains, the whole equal in extent to three 
or four of the New England States. Although the two cotemporary histo- 
rians pass no censure on the motives of the commissioners, in thus unio- 
tentionally defeatiog the benevolent design of Washington, yet they un- 
qualifiedly disapproved of their plan. They supposed, however, that they 
could not act otherwise, in the circumstances in which they were placed, 
and they conceived themselves to be acting in conformity to the spintSAd 
letter of their instructions. Findley is of opinion^ that as their own pow* 
en terminated the day after that appointed for the snbmission, they cenlil 
not affofd longer time to the people ; but it does not seem that this would 
IwTe been any yery great stieteh of anthority. There was oertainly too 
mueh haste in a matter of saeh importance. The report of the oomniis- 
sioners to the Bxeeative was evidently written in the midst of mnoh 
eitementy oooasioned by the prevailing temper of the people; nor oonld 
they foresee the change whioh a few weekSy or even days, would produce 
in their minds. Findley is more full on these topics than Brackenridge, 
having written a year afterward, with the advantage of facts subsequently 
brought to light, and at the same time of more mature deliberation. The 
views presented by the commissioners, given in this hurried manner, are 
therefore to be received with caution, as well as allowance. 

The test to be subscribedi by each individual, in the presence of two 
members of the standing oommitteei or a justice of the peace, was as fol- 
lows: 

" I do solemnly promise, hereafter to submit to the laws of the United 
Statssi and that I will not, dueetly <v indireetly, oppose the exaentum of 
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the act for raising revenue on distilled spirits and stills ; and that 1 will 
support, as far as the law requires, the civil authority in affording the pro- 
tection to all officers and other citizens." 

The test, which wan regarded as a nauseous dose as soon as made pub- 
lic, was not printed until the 4th of September — having been agreed 
to by the new conferees two days before — and was not generally cirou- 
lated until after the 4th, when the conferees left Pittaburgh. Bat aix 
days were therefore allowed for tbe distribution of the papers over the 
extensive region before mentioned, oontaining a very scattered people, 
and poooeflsing imperfeet means of intereommanioation. It was soon dls- 
eovered that the word tohmnlj^ waa objeeted to by religions people, as 
eqmvalent to an oath ; and the oommissionen, in eonaeqaenee, gave notiee 
in the Pittsbnrgh Gaxeite, the only paper then printed in the western oonn- 
ties, ihat it might be omitted ; bat this reached few of the -distriete in 
time. With the pecnHar views of the rigid Presbyterians, much import- 
ance would be attached to tbe use of such words. It was also thought by 
other conscientious persons, that the word henceforth implied that hereto- 
fore they had committed acts in violation of law and hostile to the gov- 
ernment, and which they denied to be the fact. Many of those who had. 
taken the extreme caution to remain quietly at their homes, and had ab- 
sUined from attendance at any of the meetings, of whatever description^ 
were unwilling to attend those appointed by the commisdonarB, and there 
was not time to enlighten them on the subjeot. Some, in remote distriots, 
noMved no notiee at all } but the greater number of those who would not 
attend, were infiueneed by a mistaken bat honest opinion, that the signing 
the aubmission would cany with it the aeknowledgment that they had 
oommitted some aet whieh required this evidence of repentance; andi 
being eonaoioas of having done nothing in violation of the laws, they 
thought they eould not, on principle, make such an unjust, self-accusing 
confession. These were honest scruples, and entitled to respect, but un- 
foreseen by the commissioners, aud ultimately proved the whole plan to 
be radically defective. In fact, the people generally, in the rural dis- 
tricts, when they attended, had no opportunity of reading and examining 
the test (or whatever it might be called,) until the moment of their coming; 
together , there was, of course, but little opportunity amid the confusion 
for the more intelligent to make tbe necessary explanation. Some hadi 
objeoted to the words directly or indireeU^f whieh they construed to ex- 
tend even to the right of petition for nspeal ; others, on being betlar 
informad of the nature of the teat, became iolieitoua the nett day tedlgn». 
tmi evaa foQowed thimswho had the papen^iu ofdavto oMb fmaimkm. 
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to write down their namei. AB these things serve to prove the necessity 
of a lon<rer time; and to this cause may be attributed the want of a more 
general acquiescence, rather than to the fear of the violent, which ope- 
rated to a much less extent than was represented at the time. It was not 
reasonable to expect that an uninformed people, uoless slavishly indifler- 
ent to their rights, or basely submissive, could, in so short a time, make 
up their minds to subscribe a new test of allegiance, mixed up with whal 
appeared to be confessions of guilt, wheo they were consoions of innooeDoe. 

Oq the other hand, there were, in many distriota, penons who hang 
looiely on aoeiety, and who take advantage of saohoooaaions to show their 
power over the more respeolable people by ezoituig tenor and alarm. It 
is a fact, that oo (he withdrawal of the army af^r the insmreotion, it waa 
ehiefty among penons of that olass that enlistments were made of the 
etanding foree, kept up for some time» to o?mwe the insarreotionary 
propensity which might still exists and for which these very people had 
been most conapicnons. The distrost which had been engendered, espe- 
cially by the anonymous threats of ** Tom the linker/' and the shortness 
of time, prevented the well disposed from coming to proper understaading 
with each other. The lawless conduct alluded to, occurred in some small 
districts where no excesses had been previously committed. In two or 
three iustances the papers were seized and torn up, and in one place the 
papers were saved by concealing the genuine document and giving up a 
copy. Although such ruffians formed but a small proportion of those 
assembled, yet, says Findley, "desperation and threats of burning supplied 
the place of numbeiSy and it was xiot thought prudcat on that day to pat 
the law in ezecatien, as the coantry districts did not know the situation 
and feeliogi of the county towns, or whether the attempt to arrest *aad 
take to prison night not lead to further riots." It is lo be feared that 
liiere Is no state of society in which charaetcn of this description will not 
be fosad; and who^ daring this partial condition of anarehy, will not be 
drawn forth by tho spirit of misehief to take rcTcnge for thdr insignifi* 
oancc in a settled state of things, and where they are made' to feel that con- 
tempt which their worthkssness entsila. The result," says Findley, < * was, 
that oat of about forty different places of meeting, at only two of them were 
the papers destroyed by a desperate banditti. Odo of these wus at a place 
where the people who needed the amnesty were numerous ; the other was 
that in which I reside, where very few had been guilty of any excesses. 
At one place in Allegheny county, the signing was prevented by violence, 
or terror, where it was the interest of many to subscribe; at a few other 
places the sobsoribing was acoompiiahad with diffioullf . JNe?erth«lcH^ 
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ihoiewho had been deeply engaged in tbe ezoenes. signed, witb the ez- 
oeption of a few of the most ignorant and obstinate. There were some, 
indeed, who had dared to engage in the greatest outrages, who had not 
courage to snbscribe from fear of their own safety, lest they should be 
considered as deserters." Thus it would appear, that the fear of public 
opinion among themselves was even greater than that of the threatened 
march of an army. 

In some of the townships on the frontier, even those who attended re- 
fused to sign, because tbere were none among them who had given offense 
or were opposed to tbe ezoise law. They probably had qo stills ; it was 
only in the older and more wealthy settlements that tbe businew of dis- 
tiilliog was oonneoted with farming. These poof, out of the waj settlers, 
more hnnteia than agrieultnrista, took offense at the very idea of being 
ealled upon to sign a paper of sabmission. Some distriets in the upper 
part of Washington eoanty were not even notified. In fact, ihe people 
around the whole frontier were veiy little implioated in the disturbanoea^ 
and soaroely knew of them until cndled apon to send delegites to Parkin- 
son's Feny for the purpose of restoring order ; and they contributed every 
thing in th'feir power to that desirable end, until called upon to sign the 
submission, when their answer was, " Let those sigu in the places where 
they have been involved; we have had nothing to do with it." They had . 
not only behaved well, but from some places, had actually tendered their 
services to General Wilkins to assist in quelling the insurgents. 

But the county of Fayette furnished most remarkable illustration. 
Not more than fifteen persons of the oowRy were at Braddock's Field, 
and those from patriotio motives; not one had been in any of the riots; 
and having made no opposition to the service of process, but on the con- 
trary, having employed counsel to defend the suits— their delegates 
having exerted themselveB to restore order— > they eoold not com- 
prehend the neoeasity of the form of individoal sabmissibn, whioh to 
them appearad to oonfonnd the innooent with the gvilty. The whole 
oonnty, therefore, lejeeted the terma of anbmisnbn; but in order to 
ahow that thia was not done through any hostOe feeling to the govern- 
ment, they pursued a course of their own, and at a meeting of delegates 
from the different townships, those delegates unanimously agreed to sub- 
mit to the laws of the United States, and of Pennsylvania, and not to 
oppose, directly or indirectly, the laws for raisinp^ revenue on distilled 
spirits and stills. They further called on ihe people in their election dis- 
tricts to declare their submission to the laws. Many declined to attend, 
eepeoiaily in those distriots which were remote from the scene of 
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the disturbanoefl. Our later ezperienoe proyes how email a proportioa 

usually attend these special or irregular meetings, for vague purposes ; but 
of those who did atteud, five hundred and eighty voted for submis>iou, 
and two hundred and eighty against, and most of these, in all probability, 
from misapprehension. When the army, and the United States Judge, 
afterward came to the county, but one arrest was made, and that of an 
innocent man, who had been out of the State during the disturbance. Can 
there be a greater proof than this, that the course adopted by the com> 
miBBionera, to say the least, was ill-adTieed ? And were they not in error 
in representing tlie whole of the western coantiee in a state of open oppo- 
sition to the goYttmmenty whioh nothing but an amy oonld pat down t 
In Westmoreland ooonty not a single amst was made. The whole oppoai*^ 
tion was confined to parts of Allegheny and Washington oountlea, and in 
only twotownshipfl were the people forcibly prevented from signing. Bnt 
it must be admitted, that this state of things oonld not have been so well 
known to the oommiadoners at the time they left the county, and there 
can be no doubt that they were under a mistaken impression as to the 
extent and depth of the opposition to the laws when they prepared their 
report. And yet it is highly probable that in the excited state of the 
people against the excise law, if some act of :uore than ordinary atrocity, 
such as the burning the town of Pittsburgh, had been perpetrated, and 
no check given to the insurrectionary spirit by the delegation at Parkin- 
son's Ferry and the committee at Brownsville, after the conference with 
the United States oommission^, followed by the offer of amnesty, the 
whole of the western oonntiei^irould have been ultimately involved, as 
in the late Bevolntionary war. Bradford had been twice thwarted in his 
attempt to raise the standard of rebellion, and who can tell what wonld 
have been the consequence if he had not been defeated ? If Pittsburgh 
had been burned and plundered^ and the war measures of Bradford had 
been carried at the PSrlunson's Ferry meeting, there is reason to believe 
that the flame would have spread every where, and the peaccM and well- 
disposed either drawn into the vortex, or compelled to fly the country. 
These reflections will enable us to appreciate the merit of the suggestion 
of the amnesty, the dextrous management of the delegates, and the pow- 
erful eft'orts of Messrs. Brackenridge and Gallatin at the Brownsville meet- 
ing of the standing conmiittee. lilessed are the peace-makers, and happy 
is the people which possesses within itself the moral energy to restrain 
its own destructive passions ! 

If there was a portion of the ignorant and reckless among the western 
people, perhaps some of the dregs of the Kevolutionaiy war, there was a 
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mucli larger one composed of the intellif»;ent and patriotic. The county 
towns contained men of distinguished abilities and patriotism, and there 
were many officers and soldiers who had seoared homes for themfleives, as 
cnltivators of the soil, in the beautiful re^^ion roand the sonroeB of the 
Ohio. In the narrative of the events of the insunection, althoagh on a 
scale comparatiYely limited, we have all these olaBses of people exhibited 
before na on a moTing panorama. The transeetions of men ftimish the 
great leMons of hiBtory, whether they relate to the eventB of mlgh^ em- 
pires or email commnnitiee, althoagh from habit we regard the hitter of 
leas importance. There is the pecnliarity of the people of whom we baTe 
been speaking, which may be charaeteriied as Amerioan, and having its 
origin in the spirit of freedom ; and it is this, their oondnot, in the ab- 
sence of all restraints or coercion, but only that of their own sense of 
right and wrong, is strikingly contrasted with that of the ruffian, ferocious 
mobs of enslaved countries. We might enlarge upon this subject, but 
we leave it to the reflections of the unprejudiced reader — we say unpre- 
judiced, because there is even at this day an astonishing amount of pre- 
judice against the villainous insurgents. 

The restoration of order among the great body of the people, com> 
menoed with the known result of the conference with the commissioners, 
although the reign of terror, if the term in a comparative sense he ap- 
plied, did not cea^se at once. The courts were opened by Judge Addison, 
the district judge, and not the slightest resistance was shown to the dvil 
authority. Bills of indictment were found against those who had insulted 
the commiasionerB, by riotously and i%uUnufy raising a liberty pole in 
front of their lodgings in Pittsbiugh, and for breaking some of the win- 
dows of their hotel in Greensburg, acts highly disapproved by public opin- 
ion. Any offender could at this time have been arrested and brought 
before a justice of the peace. This even before the decisive vote in the 
standing cumuiittee at Erowusville— but after that time, when a majority 
of more ih^ two-thirds were in favor of submission, and after the second 
committee had accepted worse terms than those granted to the first, the 
opp(»ition had died away to nothing, or was confined to a few of that lowest 
class of desperate characters, who were afraid that their conduct had been 
too bad to be covered by any act of oblivion. The opposition among all 
other classes subsided so rapidly and completely, that Sheriff Hamilton, of 
Washington county, and a part of whose regiment, without his consent, 
had been engaged in burning Neville's house, offered with twen^ men 
to arrest any man, or set of men, in the western counties, on legal process. 
Great praise is due to ihose individuals who exerted themsdyes to induce 
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the people k> sign the sahmissioo. In this work the clergy were oooiplo- 
11011% Mid they are never more in the line of their duty than when coun- 
seling ol>edience to the laws and goTemment. The Bey. John M'MiUaa, 
of Washington oonntyi and the Berv Mr. Porter^ of Westmoreland ooun- 
tyi yeiy influential cteigymen^ exerted themselves with their eongregations, 
and elsewhere, with mueh effeet. Qeneral Wilkins, at the time of the 
insurrection the most popular man west of the monntaios, organised an 
sssociation for the purpose of enlightening and persuading the people 
with respect to their interests, and their duty on the occasion. Many 
other patriotic individuals rode from district to district for this laudable 
purpose. Mr. Brackenridge attended four districts during the day, and 
did not reach home until after midniijht. lie consequently had no op- 
portunity of signing until next niorning. His enemies afterward attempt- 
ed to deprive him of the benefit of the amnesty, at least so far aa to sub- 
ject him to arrest, because while engaged in persuading others to sign, his 
own name was not affixed until a few hours after the ezpiiation of the 
time. The discovery was made after the arrival of the army, by some 
good natured friends, who wished to cuny favor with those who ruled the 
honr^ and would have shamelnlly abused their power if they had had their 
wUl. 

Even the violence displayed in a few districts contributed to the reac- 
tion which had commenced throughout the country. This is evident 
from the numerous fiusta related by the author of the IncidentB,'' who 
entertiinedy however, a more favorable opinion of the disposition to suhmit 
than did Findloy, although equallj^ confident that nothing but time was 
wanting, at most a short delay, to bring about uuiversal acquiescence. 
This difference in opinion, I attribute to the fact of the former residing 
nearer, or rather in the midst of the scenes described by him. The courts 
had been held by Judge Addison, at Pittsburgh, Greensburg and Wash- 
ington, where he delivered charges on the subject of the recent violations of 
law, which would not have been attempted only two weeks b^re. War- 
rants had been issued against Miller and others, who had been engaged in 
the riots but who had already fled the country. Mr. Brackenridge is of 
opinion that no more effectual method could have been taken to satisfy 
the government of the return to order, than the anest at this time of 
some notorious offenderi and sending him to Philadelphia. At Washing- 
ton, there was a meeting on the 17th of September, of township delegates, 
for the purpose of expressing their willingness to submit. Mr. Bracken- 
ridge, who happened to he there, proposed calling a meeting of the 
original delegates to Psrkinson's Feny, which was agreed to, and he was 
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requested to ineert % notifioation to tbat effeot in the PiitolniTgh Chaeu^, - 
irMeh. he did** A number of peraons who had not signed after the daj, 
eonsnlted him on the snhject, and were advised to con ti one to sign, as in 
Ilia opinion the case would be liberally considered by the President, where 
there had been no opportunity to sign, or forcible interference had 
prevented. In the public notice all magistrates were requested to bring 
Id papers of submission, that they might be forwarded to the Execntive.f 
The delegates of townships met on the 2d of October, the day ap- 
pointed, and without opposition passed the following resolutions : 

Resolved, nnanimotisly, That it is the opinion of this meetin^^ that if the 
signature to the submission be not universal, it is not so much owing to any exist- 
ing disposition to oppose the laws, as to a want of time and information to operate 
a correspondent sentiment ; and with respect to the greatest number, a prevailing 
oonscioasness of their haying had no concern in any outrage, and an idea that their 
dgBfttnre would imply a sense of guilt.** 

2. The second resolution was an assurance of submission in the very 
words required by the commissioners of the conferees. 

* '*At a meeting of a eonaiderable nombw of the inhabitants of Washington and 
other counties, on the west of the mountains, the present stnte of tho country, with 
respect to the late disturbances, was taken into consideration; and from comparing 
information it appeared to them that the country was progressing, if not in fact 
wholly arrived at a state of general submission to the laws ; so as to render it un- 
necessary for any advaDce of force, on the part of the government, for the par- 
pose of aasistiDg tiio eivil authority in suppressing the intometion and preserving 
the peace; and that meaeareB ought to be taken, as speedily as may be, to eom- 
monicate information of tMs favorable state of things to the government. 

Retolvedt That a meeting of the delegates of townships of the 141k <tf Avgost, 
at Parkinson's Ferry, be called to convene at the same place, on Thursday next, 
the 2d of October, to take the above into consideration. And as it is of great 
moment, the delegates are reqaested to be pnnotnal in their attendance, and at an 
early hour that rlay. 

"And it is recommended that all justices of the peace, and members of the 
coraraittec, obtain and bring forward all signatures of the declaration of submis- 
sion that may be taken, in order to lay them before the meeting, and forward to 
the government^ with snch address or soch cMamiadoners, on the part of the 
eoontry, as may be thongfat advisable." 

f Dr. Caniahaa states, (141) <«A11 tibe commissioners had retamed to Philadel- 
phia, except James Boss, who remained to cany the sigaatnres to the government. 
Two sconndrels, who, armed with rifles, had prevented thdr n^hbora firom sign- 
ing, folloved Mr. Boss a day's jonmej, giving ont when they left homs^ that they 
were going to take the papers trim him ; but when they overtook him, they 
begged hira to carry their names to the President as submissive citizens. Brad- 
ford and Marshall signed on the day appointed. Bradford made a long speech, • 
and exhorted the people to submit^ putting his own submission on the ground that 
he was deserted by others." 
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8. tiiM iMohifttQii «M to appoint Wiflitm Findlej and Bnrid 
Btddiek, on the part of the meetinnr, as ooramtarionere to the Prerident, 

and to give this assurance ot submission, and to explain circumstantially 
the state of the couotry, in order to enable him to jndge whether an 
armed force would be necedsary to support the civil authority iu the 
we«t«rn counties. 

Bradford and Marshall had attended the meeting — ^but how chanfied 
from what they were in the Fame body less than one month before ! The 
former, particalariy, was much crestfallen, and had become the most hum- 
Me in faing for peace. He denied that he had deaeited the oaasd— 4t 
was the people who had deserted him ! 

If the assuranoea required of the itandiDg oommittee were eonaidered 
BoiBeieiit bj the oommigBioneis to found the general amneaij, nraeli more 
the nnanimooB deohoation of the whole body^ of whidi thai eoBBUttee 
wiaapaitl Here waa the nnanlmity whieh was reqnirad of the eoBMnlttee ; 
here waa a viva voce eonfeawon of that nnanimitj, and without any oppo- 
sition I Why, then, waa not thia deemed sniBeient to arrest die maroh of 
the army ? Without adopting the harsh opinions of Findley, with respeet 
to the supposed poliey of the Secretary of the Treasury, or attributing too 
much to the mitjcuuceptions occasioned by the erroneous representations 
of the banished persons, we may be allowed to say, that if these assurances 
would have sufficed before the army was ordered to march — ^tbese, with 
the actual fact of the complete submission of the whole country, ought to 
have arrested the march afterward. While the government agents care- 
folly oolleot and magnify every act of irregularity before and after the 
last meeting of the representatiTea of the people, these great and promi- 
nent evidences are oarefuUy passed over in ailenoe I Nothing is ever said 
in those histories whieh oondemn the insnrgents, respeoting the nnani- 
mons vote of the oongress of the 2d of Oetober ! The oonolnsion is 
irrssistihle^ that the march of the army was not to pot down an insorreo- 
tion which no longer existed— or military eambimUitmif as it waa ezpresa* 
ed| whieh did not exist at that time, and what is more, never had existed. 
Was it for the sake of vengeance for the past, or for the purpose of dis- 
playing the power of the new government to put down insnnection in 
future ? Is not such action more in accordance with despotic power than 
with republican institutions ? The whole truth has not been told su us to 
do justice to the western people. A single regiment — a mere escort of 
cavalry, would have been as eifectual as the march of fifteen thousand 
men, which might indeed have been mustered and held in readiness, but 
only moved when strong necessity called for it? 

Mr. Biaokenhdge, and his colleague General Wiliins^ at first entertained 
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some fears that the assurances, althongh representing the trae state of the 

country, were, perhaps, too stronply expressed, and therefore misjht pos- 
sibly deceive the nrovernraent ; but in a very short time their fears were 
removed. Jud<re Addison, who acted as secretary, declared himself per- 
fectly satisfied as to the three counties in which he had lately held his 
ooarts, Westmoreland, Fayette and Washinprton, and the Allecrheuy coun- 
ty delegates vouched for the good disposition of that county ; the others 
were willing to place contidento in the representation which the persons 
chosen as dcleg^ates might make to the President. This was the last 
time that Mr* Bjcaokeoridge took part in the transactions growing out of 
the inramotion, exceptiDg io his own immediate neighborhood.* It 
WIS not long before he was mbjeeted to peneontions, as the only reward 
of his important sernoes, hii enemies haying sneoeeded in establtshing 
the meet unjust imprsssions in the minds of the government agents, whieh 
like other prejndiees^ when onoe fairly rooted, oan never be entirely erad- 
ieated. This will appear in the further prograss of this bistoiy, and 
may well excite the surprise of the reader. 

Previous to the second assemblage of the con(;res8 of delegates at Park- 
inson's Ferry, the following resolutions were passed at a town meeting in 
Pittsburgh, for the purpose of considering the proscription of certain cit- 
izens, during the late disturbances, in which necessity and policy led to 
a temporary acquiescence on the part of the town, it was unanimously 
resolved, "that the said citizens were unjustly expelled, and the said pro- 
scriptions are no longer regarded by the inhabitants of the town of Pitts- 
burgh, and that this resolution be published for the purpose of oommn* 
nicatin^hese sentiments to those who were the snbjeots of the said pro- 
scriptions." 

With the last meeting of delegates, the flame of Insnrreetbn was en- 
tirely extinguished, and not a spark remained. Individnals who had 
been the most violent, became the most snbmissive. There were, donbt- 
less, many on whom fear operated more than patriotism, but the result 
was the same, or even more complete. It is very posnble that the offset 

Bradford nominated John Cannon to the cliair; who took it. It struck 
Judge Addison and others as improper, Col. Cannon having been the chairman of 
a fermer obnoxious committee at Pittsbargh, and also deeply involved in the late 
outrages; and it wonld be no good symptom to the Presldiaty that wehad made^ 
him ohairmaii on the oooasloB* This was hintsd to CoL Oaonon himsdf, and 
pressed with all posslblo ddioaoy ; but Bradford insiited on bis keeping his dudr, 
and Cannon himself was teaadons of it. However, in making oat our report, we 
kept hia name oat Of view, and made no menthm of a ohainum at aU."—* Ind* 
dents, vol. ii. 82. 
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of oalling onl the militaiy, and the prepaxatioiis of the goverament, 
lent their aid; hut the rahmiflBion of the people hegan before the amy 
waa embodiedi and inflaenoed by motives whieh would have rendered any 
fiirther reeort to it unneceBsary. It was the majority deelaring itself ai 
Brownsville, on the 2d of September, whieh settled the -qnestion, and 
not the fear of military coercion ! The war fever was then at its orisis, 
and the prevailing temper vviis to set the army at defiance, aad in all 
probability it would have been done, if the all-important discovery had 
not been made, that the warlike portion was in a decided minority. The 
minority found itself without support from the people, and their cause 
hopeless. The magic of majorities is well known to onr republican expe- 
rience, and is familiar to every American. In this oouatry the majority, 
in other words, public opinion, is the ruling power ; and it is as difficult to 
contend against it, as against royalty, and military foroe nnder despotisms. 
It is one of the imperfectio\i8 of human contrivances, that this power, so 
favorable to liberty, may also be brought to bear in a despotie manner, on 
the rights and privileges of individuals. 

In a publieatlon ealled Olden Tim%" by Kevilie B. Craig, the anthor 
of The Histoiy of Pittsburgh," we find a letter from his father. Major 
Craig, to Neville, dated Fittsbwgh, 26th September, 1794: 

" The leaders of the insnnreetion are now endeavoring by a new fineiae 
to lull government by a representadon that the country is in a state of * 
peace nnd submission to the laws, and that the interference of an armed 
force is altogether an unnecessary expense, and therefore they request 
that the army may not proceed any farther. I hope this representation 
may be treated with that degree of contempt it so justli/ merits ;^ot not- 
witlistanding a few have taken the benefit of the amnesty offered by the 
commissioners, yet several of them immediately after openly declared that 
no excise man shall exist in this country. This you may be assured is 
the general disposition of the people ; indeed it is evident from what we 
daily hear and see, that the weight of the Executive armamtnt mutt be 
$en»ibly felt in thit eauniiy before any bw of the United States can be ' 
enforced." 

The foregoing is a sample of those misrepresentations, ehiefly traoeable 
to the Neville eonneotion," by which the government was deeeived. 
The reader who has followed onr narrative, can seareely suppose it possi- 
ble that there conld be such a perversion of the truth ; but it will not so 
much surprise him, when he considers that it proceeds from the same per- 
son who represented the citizens of Pittsburgh as all insurgents^ except- 
ing a ceitain Thomas Baird, a blacksmith in the employment of the 
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Quarter-Master, and James Robinson.* It is only a bolder flight of fancy 
to embrace the whole western country, and all its most patriotic citizens, 
in one compendious libel. There is Boercoly a word of truth in the letter; 
and yet it, no doubt, had a penitcioas ioflueoce, when backed by the 
other members of the Neville connection, on the spot. Who were those 
leadeiB of the insurrection endeavoring by a new finesse to lull the 
government?" The inenrreetion at that time bed no leedent^ and there 
was nobodj to be led. A more fabe and unprincipled mitrepteeeni* 
ation can with difficulty be fonnd in the hiitory of any 'community, and 
eepedaliy in ihe atrociona design to induce tbe government to send a 
fbroQ to dragwm the people into etUmution, when there was not a abow 
of reaiatanee any where ; and when every patriotic citiien— every good 
man in tbe country, was endeavoring to prevent this calamity ! It would 
11 ot be stretching presumption too far to ascribe the most malignant mo- 
tives to such acts — the desire of revenge on the community which held 
the writer in little respect, and of malice toward individuals against whom 
he entertained a personal enmity, or who refused allegiance to the Neville 
connection, which to the narrow mind of the writer was almost as great a 
crime as that of treason to the government ! It is scarcely possible to speak 
too severely of one who could write such a letter. The Major was not a 
bad man in private life, but ignorant and cironmscribed in his views, and 
capable of doing much more mischief than persona of higher intellect. 
Ihe leaders of the insnrrection,'' in bis mind, were not Bradford and 
Marsball, bnt Gallatin, Ftndley and Braokenridgei especially the latter, 
whom he believed tfrbe the chief mover, and constancy engaged in dan- 
gerous plots against the government and tbe ''connection,'' at tbe very mo. 
nent be was doing everything in bis power to arrest tbe progress of the 
insnneetion by other means than mifitary force. He was uncessingly en* 
deavoring to fix on Mr. Braekenridgethe imputation of being the principal 
leader of the insurgents ; and no doubt did much to mislead the other 
members of the connection, as well as tbe governoient, by his secret cor- 
respondence. Brackenridge had laughed at him — had made him the 
butt of ridicule. The Major could not afford it ! 
The election for Congress took place on the 14th of October, ten or 

♦James Robinson was not properly a resident of Pittsburgh; he owned and 
kept the ferry on the other side of the Allegheny river, where he was one of the 
earliest settlers. Here tiie Fraaktta road« ihe great thoroughfare to the lakes, 
eevmcneetf. His tend afterward forarad a part «f the iitj of Allegheny. The 
elegiat mmudan of hiaean, Qen, WiUiaia BeUaiCB, bow ooeaplea the site <or nser 
it) of the yrisiltife lag cabin In whioh tbe Oeaeral was beta. 
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fifteen AayBthuObm maeAiBg of the dekgatee al PkikiBm'a Feny. Tke 
TOte, u might be ezpeeted, waa mraanallj email ; there were ftmr or five 
oandidates, (suoh aa we eall at tiua day Tolnnieen,) eaeh valjiBg on hia 
penomJ popularity. Thej had all takeo part againat the exeiaa law. 

Mr. Brackenridge had been the most popular, and there was no one 
doubted of his election until his speech at the Mingo Creek meeting, 
where he denounced the burning of Neville's hom^e as treason, and de- 
feated the vote to approve the conduct of those who had been engaged 
in it, and who were chiefly from that neighborhood. His negotiations 
with the comniis.sioners, and his effort in favor of submission at Browns- 
yille, it wa^ thought, had left him no ground of popularity to stand upon. 
It waa reported that he had withdrawn hia name from the contest, and 
this report was indnatrionalj ouronlated by aome of the candidates. Al* 
though entertaining no hope of aneoeaBi he considered it due to truth and 
to himself to contradict thia Toport,* bnt thia being pnbliahed only a few 
daya before the eleotion took plaoe, waa known only in hia own nclf^beit' 
hood. Il beam the stamp of an honest mind. It appeand in the eaqnel 
that if thia had been done earlier, he would have been oleeted, notwith- 
atanding hia diatmat of the sentimenta of the votem, ahowing that many 
ezpreeied in pablic, opintona different from those entertained in private. 
Mr. Gallatin waa taken up on a short notioe, and waa eleeted. Mr. Bracks 
enridge stood next to him in number of votes, and what was not a little 
significant, ho received the lowest in the neighborhood which had been 
most active in the riot at Neville's, while the favorite candidate of 
that injured "connection'' received the higheM votf- there! Mr. Brack- 
enridge states that Major Craig was particularly active, and freely used 
the public horses in bringing up votes to be cast against him. The vote 
of that hot-bed of the insurrection, the Mingo Creek distriet, does not 
prove that they had been secretly and diabolically instigated by Mr. 
Braekenridge to bum Neville's hoaae, aa waa prepoateroosly alleged by 
some of that family I 

* <* CitiuiiM of ih» JDwtriei of Wa$hiiiff(on and Allegheny 
'* Previous to the late diitarbaaoet, it was propeaed to me to give my name as a 
eaadidate tut the Oongfiia of the United States ; I aooaptti the ooapttaMBt It 

is now circulated that I have declined it. No— eoBsidering the deUcMj of the 
times, I mii^t wish I had not thought of it ; but, as it ifl^ it woald fiear of 

sabmitting my condact to investigation, to withhold mj name from the public. I 

have therefore not done I may at present have less popularity than I had; 
but the time will come when I »haU be considered as having deserved well of the 
country, in all the delicate ooojunotures in which I have been placed. 

U. H. BaAOUMBioaa." 
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had BO AoDght of pflpahiiif bow/' tondiiiigliy ebiemi Mr. Bnok- 
esiidgi. Hia mind im beat ob mora importenl oonadentloBS. Yot 
the sagacity or oandor of HildMtli» in his pretoBcM aooonnl of the inniiw 
reetioDy ooold disoorer no iwMi?o for tlio oonne paisned by Mr. Biaokoii- 

ridge, but an insane desire to be olocted to Congress, as if tbts was any 

extraordinary stretch of ambition in a man of his standing and talents. 
If such was his objeot, ho took the course to defeat it by sacrificing his 
popularity for the good of the people. Mr, Purviance — who was ou the 
spot, and better able to judge than Hildreth, who wrote fifty years after — 
afisii?ns a very different motive, and the unprejudiced reader may decide 
between them : to arrest the progress of the present violence, and obtain 
an amnesty for that already committed.^' Mr. Brackenridge, no doubt, had 
ambition, but it was not for office or place, but for the estimation of thia 
CaUow^liaoDs for those high qualitiaa of integrity, talents, and patrioiie 
aarvioeoy to whioh bo aspired. No man ma noie aenaitiTe to dotiaotioni or 
Muro aliTO to oooimaiidatioii. fie regarded a atein on Ida flotation aa.» 
wound, and even aairied thia to a degree of morbid aeaaibUity. Hildxeth, 
mot aatiafied inth thia, elaewhere aaierta that Mr. BraokeBridge had be- 
trayed the people for a bribe firom the United Statea oommianoneaB; aad 
again, thai he ma only anffeied to eaoape bj taming State'a oTidenoe 
against hia aeeomplieeB I It was a Tory ooBTement thing for Neyille 
Craig to find such a coadjutor in his imputations, so inconsistent, contra- 
dictory aud absurd ! I)aute, in his ■• laterao," has provided a particularly 
hot place for those who slander by insinuation or inuendo. Hildreth 
could see no merit in any one but Bradford ; and yet condemns Bracken- 
ridge, Gallatin and Findley, as insurgents. To be consistent, he ought 
to have justified the outrages of the insurrection, which he charges aa 
crimes on innocent persons. Bradford had succeeded, at this time, in en- 
liatiog the Neville interest in his favor, but even their efforts could not 
aa^e him. Their object, no doubt, was to induee bim to be a State's evi- 
dence against Mr. Brackenridge, but it so happened that, aa in the oaae 
of the knife-grinder^ he had no atoiy to tell^ with the exoeption of some 
oontemptnooa ezpreasiona about Major Giaig! Bnt Bradford took to 
flight before the appioaeh of the army.* Hildreth ia mnob ponied te 

eOn Mm aAraaee ef IIm umjt a amnbtr wlio had been iaffoknd, er were not 
wHhin Ike anaeely, had abeeonded. Tbesi^ as fiw as eenM be a s es rt ains d, were 
dsnoaneei hi a ptedaaiatien by Qeneral Lee of the 20th of November, 179i. 
Among them was Bradford, who esoaped by tbe Ohio with ooosideiabU diffioolty. 
A small Kentucky boat had been prepared, which was to have received him at 
Grave Craek ; bat beiog pursaed by a man from whom he had liberated a n^e» 
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aooooni for Uie hOL, ihaJL Mr. Bnekwniidge did noi take to flight aleo, tt 
well u Bndfoid ; i% nmr Moned to enter bis nuady tint oonaeiooB merit 
ts. well as ooDseioiis inaoeenoe, gwre him ooaiage to stsod his ground and 
enoottoter the powerful assaults of his enemies. 

Dr. Fergoson, of Sdinbtugh, in his ** Treatise on Moral Soienee/' after 
[peaking of the eonelnaion of the ** Incidents," as posMesing singular 
beauty in pdnt of huignage, disapprores of the inoentiyes to action which 
influenced the writer, and holds that men should look only to the approval 
of the divine law for their guide, without thinking of any worldly coubid- 
eration. This is certainly true from the pulpit, and the only doctrine 
proper to be inculcated thence. But with rncn of the world there may 
be other incentives not incompatible with religion, and not to be con- 
demned; such as the love of honorable fame, and the esteem of oar 
fellow-citiaeos, which exert so powerfoi an influence over the wanior, 
the statesman and the patriot. The keen sense of shame and disgraoo^ 
and the abhorrence of any base or mean aot^ haTC a powerful effect on 
such minds. The saint maj be aboYO such oonsideiatiens, and the villain 
indifferent to them. We should hsTC much lees Ycnerationy even for a 
sainty who was indiflerent to the good opinion of his Ibllow-men, although 
this sensibility' may exist in a morbid degree. We ehaU here insert the . 
passage from Mr. Brackeniidge's ^Incidents"— « woik which has been, 
for .the purpose of disparagement^ called an apology, ahhcugh the word 
does not mean, in its proper sense, an excuse for an acknowledged ftult, 
but rather a defense or vindication, as in the case of Barkly's Apology 
for Quakerism,*' and others of the same kind : 

I have now finished the detail I had. in view. That my informatbn 

under tbe abolition law of PennsyWania, he was obliged to leave his horse and 
take a canoe. Descending in thia, and passing Gallipolis, he was pursued by a 
party of five men, despatched from Gallipolis by D'Abeoourt, the commandant of . 
the militia at that place. He bad lain all night in his canoe at Sandy Creek, and 
had got into a coal boat, in the service of the contractor, cold and hungry, about 
two homn before the party in pnrtnit of Um oame up. They entored tho boat, 
donanded Brtdfoid, tad took hold of his ana to drag hiia away; he made no 
tetiftenoot bat a lad from Waohingtoa ooan^ wtlLwtd a riio and naglj d of ondod 
bin, obligmg tbe partj to xelinqiiiah thoir doaiga and wlchdiaw. Ibis youth bad 
htifff^lf Absconded, under approheuions from having painted the device of a liberty 
pole. Bradford continued bis coursOt pufOued by Capt. JoUy as far as Red Biall, 
which he .passed two days before. He succeeded in gaining the Spanish dominions, 
where he was well received by the authorities; had lands granted him— became a 
planter, and left conaiderable to Jiia fam^y. And thU man ia tho aakyeot of 
Hildreth'o eulogy ! 
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may not have been correct in all eeies ; that my memoiy may have led me 
into error; ihat my imagination may have oolorad faote, is possible; bnt 
that I haye doYiated from the strictness of tmth knowingly. Is what I 
will not admit. That I have been nnder the paanfnl necesrity of giving 
tonches which may aSeet the feeling of some persons, is evident Bat it 
has been with all the delicacy in my power, consistent with doing justice 
to myself. If I have done them injustice, they have the same means with 
me in their power — an appeal to the public. This is the great and respect- 
able tribunal at which 1 stand. For, though I have not been arraigned 
at the bar of a court of justice, yet, from the first moment of obloquy 
against me, I have considered myself an arrested man, and put upon ray 
country. From that day the morning sun shone upon me less bright ; 
the light of night has been more obscure ; the human countenance pre- 
sented nothing but suspicion. The voice of man hurt me ; I almost hated 
life itself. For who can say that I have pursaed riches ? Who can say 
that I have been a devotee of pleasure? Who can say I do not love hon- 
orable fame? What then have I, if I lose the hope of estimation ? Was I 
traitor to my country ? Was I traitor to that olsss of men with whom I am 
in grade of education ? Would I disgrace the praise of science^ the advan* 
tage of an enlightened reading ? — ^who are taught to know that virtue is 
glory, and benevolence and truth, that alone which can sssimilate with the 
Divine nature. And what greater deviation than to disturb the settled 
order of government, while that government remains republican? and 
any man who touches it with any other views than to contribute to its 
support and preservation, deserves the anathema of the people." 



NOTES TO CHAPTER X. 
FiKDLKT gives ths folloiring oompen- sneh thing was gsaerallj known in the 



dioas view of the rise and ftll of the In- 
raireetion, page 186: 

■*Tho«^ it may he sdndttod that 



oonntry, and its hreaking out at the time 
was owing to aoddont, and eirenmstanoos 
of a looal natnro. Inoonmstent and nse* 



there WHS a Utont predispodtion to vio- less resistance, by shedding blood to9 
among a few individuals, who had I abundantly, which the Inspector wa» 



been formerly attached to the Inspector, j more successful in doing, by being pre- 
(NeTille,) and encouragod by him to | pared ia a manner of which the asaail- 



oppose excise offirer.-^ under the State, 
and though this waa known to himself, 
and he was prepared for defense, yet no 



ants were not aware, exciting a more for- 
midable attack, anil drew many into the 
Tortex of riot, who would have boon fu- 
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from engagiDg in it^ if th^ had had time 
to deliberate on the oonseqnences. Num- 
bers thus inTolred in crimes, became des- 
perate, and endearored, by drawing oth- 
ers into the same Bituation, to make a 
common cause, and being unfortunately 
aided ia these mistaken views by Mar- 
•kail and Bradfnd and otlien, vho 
stto^ted to i^f ft mon tioknt Mm- 
plttdoB, and -gnfttar angnitiide to tlis 
■lueliiaf by drftviag wlioto waitorn 
oonntry into ft ooBibiiifttlon ftgfttut the 
excise Uws, and for this purpose, con- 
triving the rendezvous at Braddock's 
Field, and using every means to influ- 
ence the minds of the citizens, and to 
oyerawe with terror those who might 



I oppOM tiielr designs, and for this pur- 
' pose magnifying the numbers at Bmd- 
' dock's Field, and advertisin;^ that thou- 
sands had been on their march to join 
them, from places where there was not a 
person who knew of the rendezvous. I say, 
by these mad exertions, the insurrection 
progresMd for ft few days, like the par- 
oxysm of an faiflaamifttOTy f^ver, apent ita 
force in lk«qiieiii and inagvtar ooimd- 
nonst and finally snbelded aa aoddnlj, 
and to many, as unexpectedly aa it com- 
menced ; the most alarming symptoms 
were discovered at Braddock's Field, and 
the last struggle was a feeble attempt to 
raise a party a few miles south of Greens- 
burg." 
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CHAPTER XI. 

f 

OA]«LI«0 OVT TBM MBJSAXr TO ■UTViaSS TKI UTSUBUOnOH ^ TBI DBLMATIOII 

«o Tn vmrnmoMT noM tbi wan. 

Wb bave alimdy related the measuree taken by the Bzeontiye of the 
United States, as soon as infonnation was reoeived of the lesistanee to 
the Maisbal, the destraetion' of the offioe of the Inspeotori and the as- 
semblage at Braddoek's Field. A Teport was made by the Seeretary of 
the Treasary, who> not eonfining himself to the ooennenees of reeent ; 
date; enumerated all the acts of opposition to the exetse laws, both of the 
State and general government, not as exceptional cases, but as evidence ' 
of the prevailing temper throughout the whole couatry. The resolutions 
passed by the primary meetings were also enumerated as being among 
the causes of the insurrection, the expression "intemperate" being ap- 
plied to them — and which, if justifiably applied, might in practice impair 
the right to obtain a repeal of an obnoxious law, even by constitutional 
means.* These resolutions, as already observed, were passed two yean 
before the late outrages; the excise laws had been amended, so as to 
render them less objectionable, with the exception of the ruinous practiee 
of takiqg persons across the mountains for trial, and e?en this had been 
provided against by law, bat of whioh the people were not fully informed, 
and the writs issued under the old, althongh the report of the Seeretary . 
leayes tfie impression that they were issned under Uie new. The growii^ 
disposition to submit to the law, the peaoeftd serriee of all the writs 
ezoept the last, in the immediate neighborhood of the Inspeetof, and the 
sudden outbreak whieh IbUowed, whioh had all the ehataeteristios of « 
common riot, without preoonoerted design to resist, muoh less to overturn 
the government — were passed over by the Secretary. On this report, 
and on no other evidence, except public rumor, (at least none other was 

«The lights of ei^lseas as to meetiags and petitions^ were not tA\j ap pwei a t s* 
1^ all in the first dajs of this govemmeat. On a petition from NorthamWland 
eounty, Penin|rlfaiila» Peoember 80th, 1791, Mr. Qerrj said, He thought the 
petition improper, as it pcBjs for a Mfsal of the (eatise) law/' Qalas & Seatoa, 
2d C<mg., p. 299. 
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gifwi to Che pnblioi) Judge WUmb, a United Stita Judge, g^ve lik 
eertificete^ makbg a eese under tlie oonetUutbn and the laws toantihoiise 
the Bzeootiye to eall out the militeiy ibree.* That eneh had ooooned 
in point of ftot, theie ean he no doubt, hot the Judge has been oensoied 

by Fiodley for being too hastjin granting the certificate without sufficient 
evidence, or without a careful inv^tigatiou deliberately made. Whether 
a case had or had not occurred, the certificate was granted in an irregular 
manner, which ought not to be regarded as a precedent in other cases. 
There was some opposition in the cabinet to the immediate resort to force; 
Kandolph, Secretary of State, on one side, and Hamilton and Bradford 
(Attorney General) on the other. The OoTemor of PenDsylvaoia (xnn- 
cided with the Secretary of State; in coosequenoe of this, and in con- 
Cwrmity to the benign policy of Washington, the enggestion (attributed 
to Chief Justice M'Kean,) was adopted of sending eommissioneia from 
the Bzeontiye of the Union and of the State, to make an effort to bring 
the people to submit by peseeable and friendly mesns. These were ap- 
pointed, as we have seen; the Issoing of the Fkesident's pioelamation, 
and the partial Mnie of the friendly mission haTO been related, aeoribed 
to the too gieat haste in lequiring the snbmission. The blame of this • 
fidhire has been east bj some on the Seerelaij of the Tiessury, who is 
supposed to have controlled the operations connected with the insurrection, 
and by others attributed to the lateness of the season, and the lawless 
spirit manifested in some of the counties east of the mountains, and in 
Maryland, doubtless much exaggerated. It must be confessed, that at 
' such times it is extremely difficult to judge correctly of the extent of 
disaflfection from the universal distrust which always prevails in a state 
of society bordering on anarchy or revolution. Let this serve as a warn- 
ing to the well meaning, bow they give encouragement to such a state, of 
things, by word or deed 1 I maintain the right of the people tc^^mon- 
stiate, in the strongest langnage^ against what thej may feel as oppres- 
sive; ye^ for the sake of a good eanse^ and to avoid Uie exeitiog im- 
modante passion among those who do not reason with anffieieat elearness, 

* "Philadblphia, Aug. 4th, 1794. 
**Bm~~fwiim the tridenoe whieh has been laid before ne, I hereliy notify to 
yen tliat in the oooaties of WaBhIngtoa and Allegheny, In Peaa^lvania, laws of 
the United States are opposed, and the ezeentlon thereof obatraeted by eonbina- 
tiens too powerftd to bo enpp r B w a d by the otdioary oomso of jadielal ptoooedingfl* 
9t by the powers Tiotod in the Marshal of that district. 
*'I havo the honor to be, with the highest conaidovatMA and leqMOt, 

Yonr most obedient and hamUo ^ocvaat^ jAinii Wiieov. 

"The Preudent of the United States.*' 
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tbese reraonstranoes should be gnided by prudeDce dbd moderation. It 
is a great mistake to suppose that they will be less eflfective ou that 
account. The oondescensioQ of the Executive was uoexpected to Mr. 
Brackeoridge, who first suggested the idea of an amnesty in the Westj 
his idea was to send a deputation to solicit one from the governmeot. 
His suggestion, however, had the effect of drawing the line of distinction 
between those wly) had committed acts of violence and those who had 
■topped short of that length, and was aodoubtedlj the first check to the 
ioBurreotion, or sather of pieyeDtiDg an outrageous riot from ronning into 
that state. 

In the meantime, in order to be prepared for the worst, the Fresideiit^ 
as soon as he reoeiTed information of the riot at NeviUe's boose, and the 
anbsequent assemblage at Bnddoek's Field, and after the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury and the cerdftcate of the Judge, issued bis 
proclamation of the 17th of August. On the same day he made a 
requisidon on the Govemon of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland and 
ViTginia, for twelve thousaDd (afterward increased to fifteen thousand) 
men, to be immediately orgauized aad held- in readiness to march at a 
' moment's warning. 

By the constitution of the United States, it is the duty of the Presideut 
*no vsee that the laws be faithfully executed," and the same duty is im- 
posed on the Governor of the State of Pennsylvania. By the act of 
Congress for calling out the militia, '^to execute the laws of the United 
States, to suppress insurreotions, and repel invasions, kc," it is en- 
aoted, "that whenever the laws of the United Stetes shall be opposed, 
or the ezeoution thereof obatraoted, in any State, by combinations too 
powerful to be suppressed by the ordinafy course of judicial proceedings, 
' or by the powers vested in the Marshals by ibat act, the same being 
notified ^ Uie President of the United Ststes, by an associate justice 
or the district judge, it shall be lawful for the Ftesident of the United 
Stotes to call forth the militia of such Stetes to suppress such combina* 
tions, and cause the laws to be duly executed." It is also provided by the 
same act, that when the militia of the State where the combinations 
exist shall refuse or be insuflficient for the purpose, the President may 
then call on the militia of the adjoining States. It thus appears that the 
first steps must be taken by or with the concurrence of the Executive of 
the State. In the present instance, in a conference between the Presi- 
dent and Governor Mifflin, in order to avoid any collision of authority, 
the course adopted was settled between them. The requisitions on the 
Other Stotes met with no obstacles ) but the esse .was different in Penn- 
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■jIybbIa. Th« oitei to the brigpd^ inipeetom wm gcnmUj ditro- 
girded ; the people deekriag tluil altluragfa willing to mareh •gunrt » 

foreign enemy, they would not do so agaiiuit their own fellow-citiiens of 
the West. The Governor, in order to bring the militiu to a proper sense 
of their duty, made a tour throuerh the most populous of the eastern 
counties, and addressed the people at public meetiners, a course which 
evidently produced a orood effect; at the same time, a special meeting of 
the Legislature was convened, to authorize the callinf^ out of the militia 
<mt of their claaees — ^to procure substitutes and Tdlunteers, and to propose 
bounties to others who woald engage in the service. These mearaiee had 
the desired effect, at leeet in proeaiiDg the requisite number. 

The day after the report of the commissioners, the Preeideiil ksued hie 
ptockanation of the 2M of September, deobriDg the werteni covuitiee 
IB a state of iBsnmetioii, and ealling on the vuBtia foiee to maroh for its 
■nppioiBioa. , 

We oannot foMn iiom eootiasting ihe efforts made on ihe part of the 
BxeeatiTe, on the east side of the monntains, to naioh aa anny to put 
dowD, by I'orce, a resistanoe to the laws, with similar efforts made on the 
western side, at the yery same time, by the well disposed among the 
people, to bring about a voluntary subuiission. The committee of twelve 
from the Parkinson meeting had unanimously accepted the tenus of the 
commi«!.«ionerB ; the committee at Brownsville had accepted them by a 
vote of two-thirds ; and this was so rapidly toUowed by the subsiding of 
the opposition, that only two weeks afterward the original congress of 
delegates met at Parkinson's Ferry and unanimously resolved to accept 
the terms I The entire and complete cessation <^ all opposition to the 
government, which has been related, forms a rerj singular contrast with 
the mighty preparations gouig on at the very same momeot to subdue a 
people^ whose only passioa now was fear and alann at the ^eatened 
vengeance of the government, on aeeount of the pest 1 Here is a most 
striking proof of the want of information of the oonntij west of the 
BHMmtains ; for certainly the government oonid not have been ooneet^ 
informed, when it continued to speak of '^lawless comlnnations/' and of 
the disposition of the insurgents/' as if they were permanently embodied 
and arrayed in arms agunst tbe government ; instead of which, at this 
time, a single unarmed individual might have traversed any portion of the 
western counties, and with a slip of paper have arrested " Tom the Tink- 
er" himself, if to be found, without meeting the slightest resistance • 
The circuujstauce affords, at le;ist, a very .strong n^a^on in favor of turn- 
pikes, rail roads and telegraphs, and other rapid means ot oommunioation. 
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Th« troops htm PtensylTtaU and New Jomj oiteod to maxoh to 
Oiilisle pitviowi to prooeoding to BodlM ; ind Uiom firon Ifaryltadftftd 
Tfil^iua wofo to lOttdoiYoiui at Gambeiknd, on the Fbtomae. The oom- 
nand of the wMo was given to General Lee, then Qoremor of Virginia. 

These different corps, drawn freshly from the people, were composed of 
Tery different materials ; the greater part without discipline, aud, of 
oourse, under very imperfect subordination. A large portion of those 
from Philadelphia and the adjacent county were hired substitutes, the 
very worst kind of military .mercenaries, actuated by no higher motive 
than the expectation of plunder, imd the bounty and pay held out as in- 
ducements. The militia generally, who served in their olaaaes, were actu- 
ated by better feelings, and reatnined by worthy motiTes. The J ersey 
volunteers and mililia are spoken of more favorably ; they were under the 
0(Hnmand of Governor Howell, while the Pennsylvania troops were oom- 
manded bj GeneralB Iryine and Ohambeis. Those of Maryland were 
under Qenend Smith, and the Virginia troops under General Me^n. 

The Pennsylvania and JerMj troops^ notwithstanding the better dispo* 
sition of the latter, soon manifested the most violent feelings of hatred 
to the insnrgents, and talked fiuniliariy of hilling and hanging them, as 
if they were all pirates and eut-throats. Tkey seemed to think that they 
were called out to take a signal vcnp^eance on all such monsters in human 
shape, and were against every mau, woman and child west of the moun- 
tains ! The inflamed state of their minds had, in part, been produced 
by the exaggerated representations of the recruiting service, as well as 
by the activity of some of the exiles, who liad personal resentments to 
gratify. ^* One individual," says Fiudley, who had distinguished him- 
self by his industry and address, was to be skewered, shot, or hanged on 
the first tree." The individual here referred to was Mr. Braokenridget 
who was industriooslj represented as at the bottom of the insurrection, 
and the prime mover of it. The Jersey men, especially, were offended at 
some tonohes of ridicule in the absurd production attributed to him, 
which has been already notioed.* This exasperation was not only di- 

* Findley says : ** The pnhlication already mentiooed, and by one who was e 
friend of the govwnmenti wrote in the oheraoter and nanmer of en insnrgont, on 
parpoee to eaoito Iho militia of Now Jersey and the lower oonntiee of Pennsylvaaie, 
had an inoredible eflfeot in inflaming the dtiiens of these States, and others; par- 
tiealarly the fDUewing words in it: 'Brothers, you must not think to frighten us 
with fine arranged bits of infantry, cavalry and artillery, composed of your water- 
melon armfee, taken from the Jersey shores. They would cut a much better figure 
in WArring with crabs and oysters about the bank^j of the Uf^lawm e. It is a com- 
mon Ihiog for ludians to fight your best armies, in the projpurtioa of one to five ; 
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leeted tgainift ilie wMtera people, Imt evwi agaioel ihoie Mnoiig tliem* 
aelT0B who oontended that tbe militeij sbould be eaVwdinate to ihe ciyil 
aaiboritj, or biated tbat tboie wbo kOled oitiieDs in cold blood, woold 
be Miiwfltttble fbr mofder! In sbort^ ihe temper and oomporition of Uda 
body of men, wltboat tbe discipline of regular troops, or tbe proper senae 
of duty as citizens, were badly suited to aid the civil magistrate in the 
execution of the laws. A very large proportion of the recruits, especially 
the hired substitutes, were greater ruffians than the worst of those who 
had taken part in the insurrection. Two men were assassinated by them ; 
one on the road near Lebanon, and the other near Carlisle. The first by 
the New Jersey troops, on some slight provocation j the other by a light- 
hoiBeman of Philadelphia, who went into the country to seise some per- 
aona snapected of assisting to raise a liberty pole I The latter was a siek 
bojy who was flying from the guardians of the law, and shoty aa it is said, 
aooidentally I Here was an earnest of what might be ezpeeted ^n the 
Weaty when aneb aeta were committed wbeie there was no inanrreotioD, 
and the lawa were in force. Tbe presence of Waabington waa new more 
neoessaiy; be soon after arriyed, when be took decided meaanres to pra- 
Ycnt anch acts in fntnre, at the same time establiabiag snbordinatioii 
among the troopa. No complainta were made after .this, nntil be left 
tbem at Bedford. 

Before the march to Bedford, the delegates, Findley and Reddick, had 
arrived, and obtained an interview with the President at Carlisle, then 
the head-quarters. They found the army violently hostile to them, as 
the supposed messengers of peace, insomuch as even to give rise to per- 
sonal apprehension. They even dared to speak disparagingly of the 
President himself, for showing civility to rascjiUy insurgents or rebels, 
instead of hanging without ceremony or shooting them as the only favor 
they deserved. They were, notwithstanding, kindly received by him. 
The President listened respeotfolly to their representations. They in- 
formed him that since the report of the commissioneni all opposition or 
appeaianoe of opposition had oeased; and, moreover, that the original 
delegates at Parkinson's Ferry (in which opposition had existed on the 
first arrival of tbe commissionerB,) bad recently reassembled, and bad 
unanimoosly adopted reaolntions, as tbe representatiYca of tbe wbdc 

therefore, we would not hesitate a moment to attack this anny at the late of one 

to ten.' This dialogue havinf? been ascribed to Mr. Brnckenridge on nccount of a 
faint imitation of his style, together with his letter to Tench Cox, written at a 
time when there was danger of letters being intercepted, occasioned a very high 
degree of resentment." 

f 
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popalatioa of tlie WMtem oonntieSy going eron hnkw tlun those siib- 
nitted to the Btanding oommittee at BrowDBTille. That the delegates had 
been appointed to lay these befbie the P^dent. Thej further assnred 
him that the sentiments of the people were entirely in aooordanoe inth 

those of the late mcctiog ; that the riotous indications had subsided as 
rapidly as they had arisen ; that the courts of justice were iu full opera- 
tion, and that not a single individual could be found in opposition to the 
execution of the laws. They, therefore, besought him to countermand 
the march of the array — or if it should march, that he would accompany 
it in person, as the people were now alarmed at the excesses it might 
oommit, especially as they had heard unfavorable reports of its disposi- 
tion towar^ them, no doubt exaggerated — as the accounts from the West 
had been at the East. They also stated that they had learned with sor- 
prise, that many of the most meritoriona oitisens who had exerted them- 
selv^to restore order and to quell the disturbanoee, had been denonaoed 
as the prinoipal movers of the insnrreotion.* 

The Pvesidenty in answer, expatiated at length on the evils oooasioned 
by the insnireotion, and the injury done to the oanse of liberty and firee 
government throog^out the world. The outrages oommitted against the 

* It will appear, from the following extract from the " Inoideuts," that the re- 
mark of the commissioners to the President, at least of Mr. R«ddick, had a partio- 
vlar reference to Mr. Braekenridge : 

** I had more reasos to be apprehenaiTe tluui I was aware. A few days after the 
return of th« oonimiBdmiers from the Froiideat, Mr. Beddiok oaUed upon me, and 
with great appearance of solieitode, gave me to nndentand the unfavorable poiat 
of view ia which I stood with the army, and of the great personal danger I had to 
apprehend, from the threats against me. That having occasionally mentioned my 
name to the President, as not being concerned in the insurrection, he was silent. 
But those about him appeared to have strong prejudices. This brought to my 
mind an expression I had seen in the address of the President at Carlisle, exhort- 
ing, among other things, ' to detect intriguers.' Thought I, that savors u iittic of 
chevalier Neville ; he knows that I cannot be charged with any overt act, and may 
have indanated theve^ as he haa done here, that I have intrigned agahiat the gov- 
emmeat. The flwt is, the intrigoers here were all en the side of the govenment; 
thwe was nothing hut open foroe agatnst it.'* 

There can be no doabt that the cmel and nngeaerons pr^Jvdice was created 1^ 
the exiles, and especially by the Nevilles, toward Mr. Braekenridge, against whom 
the elder Neville, Kirkpatrick and Craig entertained a personal enmity. The only 
intrigues were those employed by the friends of the government, to persuade the 
people to cease their open violence and submit to the laws, in the hope of obtain- 
ing an amnesty for the acts rashly committed. If there be guilt in such intrigues, 
we must strike out from the Good Book the words, '* Blessed are the peace-makers." 
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goyernment, had agitated the United Stefew from CM ndA to the other 
like en eleotrio shoek, and dispoied thrai way genendly to torn oat i^ 
enpport of the TioUted kva. He spdce in high terms <tf the army,,the« 
«t die place of rendeiToiie or on their mareh, and of tiie alaeritj with 
wkioh thej had tamed oat; he aaidi that it had oTen been ibond nece»> 
aaiy to send expresses to prerent too great a nomher ftom marohingi 
espeeially from New Jersej. He lamented the saeiifioes that the finrmer 
and merchant were under the necessity of making, and the great expense 
that would be iacurred by the government by the expedition. He ex- 
pressed his astonishment that the people were so blind to their own 
interests, as not to have prevented the necessity of it by giving to the 
commissioners such assurauces of their submission to the laws as would 
have sheltered them from punishment, and secured the restoration of 
order, and that we and other well disposed citizens had not been more 
successful in persuading them to take that salutary couise. He con- 
cluded his observations on this subjeot by giving his opinion, th * the 
resolutions which they presented were not soffioiently onequivocal to 
jostify him in dismissing the army, now when thej weze zendesYoased, 
and the greatest proportion of the ezpenssa inonrred| and the saerifices 
of the farmer and merchant already made by engaging in the expedition. 
He did not mention, howeyer, in what reBpeet the assaranoes were in- 
sofiioient or eqoiTOoal. He farther observed, that the ohjeots to. be 
attained by the expedition, were the nneqaivooal assaranoes of sahmis- 
sion to tbe laws, and protection to the officers of the revennp for the 
fnture; and the good disposition of the government, expressed by the 
commissioners, being rejected, rendering the march of the troops neces- 
sary, some '^atonements" would be required for the infractions of the 
laws.* Observing that the resolutions referred to the delegates for further 
information, he invited them to proceed to give him that information. 

* This expresBion, *'aome atonements," is remarkable, coming from Washington ! 
(See Findley's aooonnt of tbe conference, in his History, p. 170.) What atonement 
could there be, except tiie legal pnniBhimnt of the guiltj? Tbe great question 
wa8» whether this could be eS^ted without maiohiag sa army of fifteen thoeaand 
men f Was this atonement to be exacted of the whole conntiy, hi ita aggregate 
character, the ianooint hiclnded with the goUtyf <* Atonement I'* It is aa ill- 
omened expresdon, reminding one of Asiatic notions of jostice, of minting on the 
innocent tbe sins of the guilty — a life for a life» inatead of tbe more enlightened 
practice which ropadintes retaliatory, or vicarious aufFering, and makes each one 
answerable tinly tor his own acts, not as compensation, but punishment. This does 
not seem to accord with modern enlightened notions of justice. It is painful to 
find suoh sentimenta attributed to Washington ; they took more hke the policy of 
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l!lie delegatet ■laM in reply, tbat tbe resolations of whioh tiMy wm 

the bearers, were in the exact terms required by the commissioners, that 
they .were adopted without a dissenting voice ; that they went even beyond 
what had been required, in the submission to the laws, and that they were 
now universally approved by the people. All that had been wanting, was a 
little longer time to give the proper information to the people, scattered over 
so large a space j it was impossible, on account of the brief period allow- 
ed, tbat tbej ooold become fully acquainted with tbe nature of the sub- 
mission, la a few districts, the signing had been pieTented by aomft 
violent men ; and others who had refused, did so from eoascientiouS) or 
niataken iiottow» but when better informed, bad requested permission to 
Ad so, abnoBt with tean. The aUowanoe of bat oae day, iturongboat tbe 
wbole 0/ ft eoiintiy ef aaeb great ezteot) was entifely too abort a time 
for tbe porpoae. The delegate! then pioeeeded to give a brief oatline of 
the begtnning and progress of the insarreotion, obseryiag that great ai* 
lowanoe eboold be made for exaggeration by tbe time the aeeoants of it 
had crossed the mountains ; just as at this moment, the boeiile temper 
and violence of the army were exa<rLrcrated at the West. 

The insurrection, (they proceeded to say,) as it has been called, but in 
reality only a riot, it is true, of an aggravated nature, was a sudden, un- 
premeditated act, confined to a small district, in the immediate neighbor- 
hood of the Inspector, at a period of the year, the harvest time, when 
the people of the country were more easily assembled, and more excitable 
•than usua^ Perhaps not a tenth part of tiie population had any know* 
ledgl of tbe nnUwfol aets, antil after they were eommitted ; and of eoorae 

Hamilton, whoso party fiews, berdering a little on moaaroby, wtro then proaineal 
The groat dread of Haadlton as to the pennanenoo of tiie now goTonuamt ostsb* 
Bahod by the ooutUation, was from aaarehy; honee ho oonoeivod the noooeslty of 

proving to the world, that it had soffioiont innate moral and physioal pswer to sot* 
tain itself, independently of the support of the people. If the government could 
thus sustain itself even in the gristle, it could certainly do bo when time had given 
it firmness and consistency. It is diflBcult to shake off the veneration for great 
names, and the sentiments emanating from them; but it is the duty of the historian 
to do so, in weighing their just claims to respect. The truth is, it was difficult, if 
not impossiblei to prevent the army from marching, being once under way ; and 
this diqpositUm was fiur from boiag dimlnSshed by tiio bolitf ilia* tb^ wore not 
likely to moot with opportoidties to rigaaUto thoir valor 1 If the passes of the 
moontaiDS bad been soitod by a few thonsand riflomon, this valor might not have 
been so conspicaons. On the approadi of the army to Bedford, all those who had 
not signed the submission fled the country. It is said by Mr. i5rackenridgo» that 
more than two thousand riflemen of the western ooontiw left their homes; some 
retired to the wilderness, others desoended the river. 
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Qonld haye liad do peyioos oonoert wiUi the rioteiiy nor via it in ikeir 
power to take aoy meaamea to oompel them. Bran among thoae wko weie 
at the destnietion of Nerilla'a bouMy there ma a large proportion of patii- 
otio oiticens, who attended with a yiew of restraining the mnltitade, aa 

far as possible, and many were compelled, by threats, to accompany them. 
With respect to the assemblage at Braddock's Field, although in appear- 
ance alarming, yet when its character is considered, it should rather he 
viewed, as far as relates to the people, as a mere freak of folly and igno- 
rance, with no common design, or fixed determination against the govern- 
ment. They had been called out by some presumptuous and shortsighted 
individuals, by issuing a circular, aa if for a regular review of the mili- 
tia, at their usual pUoe of rendezvous. The greater part did not know 
for what purpose they were aasemhled, further than k waa aometluDg eon* 
neoted with the exoiae lawe, which were, and itill axe, geneiany nnpopn- 
lar; but not a aingle aot, or a atngle ezpiemoni ahowed any boetility to 
the government. Many of the militia olEoeia aooompanied thmr eom^ 
numda, aa also many patiiotio individnala and eiyil magiatiateai with the 
aole yiew of pieyenting miaebief, and prevailing on them to diapenef 
wbieb they did, after an idle display during only one day. The riota at 
the bonae of Welis, and that at Webetet^a, were alw^e aete of a email 
portion of the worst of the population, most of them beying little stake 
or interest, and in proportion the most violent and clamorous. With 
very few exceptions, these acts were all disapproved by the more orderly 
and respectable part of the community, who have been acti\^# from the 
commencement of these unfortunate acts, in resorting to every meals in 
their power to restore order, and bring the people to a proper sense of 
their duty to the government and themselves. 

The meeting at Parkinson's Ferry, it was hoped by those who proposed 
it, would be the means of resUuittg order; but unfortunately it was found 
that in the eleetion of delegatea, too large a number of the ill-diapoeed 
bad been sent; yet^ in spite of tbia, the reaolntiona passed by them, and 
the appointment of a anb-eommittee to meet at Brownsville, and a oom- 
mittee of eonfereneey showed a diapoaltion to aabmit on reasonable terms. 
In the appointment of a oommit|ee of eonferenoe, that oommittee, 
without beaitation, aeoeded to the terms of the eommissioners on 
the part of the government, and afterward, with the ezoeptlon of one 
individual, made every effort to prevail on the sub-committee at Browns- 
ville to submit. The delegates here assured the IVesident that they 
sincerely regretted that the acceptance had not been unanimous, and 
in this feeling, almost every man in the West of respectability, property 
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or intelligence, fiillj participated. They regretted ititt more the reliio- 
tance shown by tilie people, in signing the snhmiflebn ; yet, without the 
ezplAttfttion wUeh they proposed to give, it ipaa natniil to asoribe thia 
oondaet to other than the real motives. 

In some of the township meetings, a few lawless persons, by threats 
and violence, prevented the well meaning from signing the paper. But 
this was confined to the most obstinate and ignorant class — a class to be 
found in all countries. These persons tuok advantage of the present state 
of disorder to gratify their envy and hatred, but on the first return of 
society to a settled condition they would fall back into their primitive in- 
aiguificaooe. Their threats of burning property, of acta of personal vio- 
lenoe, althongh alarming, were not carried into execution on that oooa- 
rion. These were not the people to give trouble in settled times. They 
aaanred the President, that except in the neighborhoods of the note, very 
iem of thoee who oppoeed the ngniag had been gnilfy of any other aote 
of oatiage. In other plaeeSi those who declined, signing^ did so from oon- 
mnentions objeotionsi where they were able to attend the plaees of meet- 
ing, which many, from various oanses, oonld not on the same day, as they 
oonld have done^ if several days in saooeasbn had been appointed. Many 
believed that in signing they wonld agree to reaonnoe their right to make 
a legal opposition to a law nniveraally nnpopnlar. Many, feeling them- 
selves entirely innocent of any act, or even intention to violate the laws, 
refused to sign from the most honorable, though mistaken motives; but 
when afterward better informed on the subject by the suggestions of the 
intelligent, and by their own reflections, would willingly have signed if 
an opportunity had been presented. On this principle the whole county 
of Fayette had declined signing the submission ; but by a general vote, 
had, by a large majority, declared themselves in favor of it. In that 
county no acts of opposition to the laws had occurred : the same remark 
wonld apply to a considerable part of Westmoreland, and the remote dis- 
tricts of the frontier, which had taken no part, and in fact were little 
acqoaiatcd with the occnirences. Bat since the day appointed for the 
signing, in no county was there a more rapid change in the sentiments of 
people. The most prominent movers, or leaders, had signed the snbmis* 
ston, and left these who were still inelined to violence, to shift for them- 
jBelves. Othere of the more conspieoons wonld avail themselves of the 
first opportanity, on the approach of the army, to make their escape from 
the country. From this circumstance, if the President meant by his ex* 
pressions that an atonemenL must be made to the government, by the 
bringing to panishmeat the leaders of the riots by arrest, and judicial 
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trial, then they woald be already beyond its reach. The conduct of these 
leaders had opened the eyes of the common people, who now found them- 
selves deceived, and now willingly listened to the representations of their 
more honest and intellij^cnt friends. The feeling of submission had be* 
Gonic universal, of which no stronger proof could be given than the re- 
sult of the meeting of the original delegates at Parkinson's Feny, who 
had now sent them on their friendly errand to the President. They, at 
the same time, took occasion to express their sense of the enlightened 
and humane oonise pnnned by him, and the kind and indnlgent manner 
in which their representations had been reoeiyed' on this occasion. 

The President, in reply, assured the del^alee that it would have been 
his mh to have authorised the commissioneni to have given the people 
sufficient lime for the agitatiott to subside, and be informed of the terms, 
and to deliberate on them, without ordering the militfe to be in readiness 
for marching, if time and other circumstances would have permitted ; but 
that the time the insurrection commenced was not of his choosing, and was 
too near the winter to enable him to afford the time he wished to have given 3 
and that the flame having caught in Maryland, and symptoms of it having 
been discovered in some other places in Pennsylvania, rendered it improper 
to delay the expedition till the spring, lest the flame should spread farther. 
He said there were some disorderly corps in the army — that some disor- 
ders had been committed on the march to Carlisle — that two men had 
been actually killed ; he described, circumstantially, the manner in whioh 
ihey were killed, and said, that though from the information he had ro- 
ceiTcd neither case appeared to haye been murder, yet he had given up 
the auihon of both these oifensee to the laws of our own State, and 
would do BO in eteiy instance where the laws required that this should be 
done; and he assured the delegates that he would proyide, by dispersing 
the disorderly corps among better troops, or otherwise, that they should 
be kept in strict subordination ; that in eyery instance whoe infractions 
were made on the laws by any of the army, they should be subjected to 
punishment. He further gave assurances that the army should not con- 
sider themselves as judges, or executioners of the laws; but as employed 
to support the proper authorities in the execution of them. That he had 
been obliged to leave Virginia, before he had transacted some necessary 
business, to come in haste to Philadelphia on account of the insurrection^ 
and that he had left Philadelphia, where he knew his presence was neces- 
sary to prepare for the meeting of Congress, in order to come to the army; 
that he mixed and conyersed daily with the officers, and that his great 
object in all this waa to impress the army with a proper sense of the imp 
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portance of (mbmitting to t1i6 Iawb ; and tbot iiiiImb they did sO) the last 

resort of a republican government would be defeated. He added, that he 
would go to the Maryland brigade, then rendezvoused at Williamsport, 
and from thence to the Virginia troops, at Fort Cumberland, and return 
by Bedford, where the troops now on their march from Carlisle would en- 
camp for some time ; and that his great object would be to impress on 
the army in those different places, a sense of the neoeaaitj of its subordi- 
nation to the laws. 

Witb respect to the expense, &o., of the expedition^ he said there 
might some good grow out of it to console, if not compensate the West. 
That though we bad made a republican form of government and enacted 
kwB under it, yet we have g^Ten no testimony to the world of being able 
or willing to anpport our goTemment and laws ; that this being the fint 
iaatance of the kind since the eommencement of the gOTernment| he 
ihonght it hie duty to bring sneh foroe as would not only be aoifioient to 
aubdue the inaafgente, if they made reristaneOy bat to eroah to atoms a|^y 
opposition that might arise in any other corner; that this wonid operate 
in fayor of humanity, by effectually discouraging any that mi<^ht be other- 
wise 80 disposed, from provoking bloodshed j and that in the result it 
might teach the citizens to be more cautious of writing or speaking in 
such a manner of the measures of government as might have- a tendency to 
inflame the citizens; and would also convince other nations that we could 
defend ourselves. He said that the ({uestions aaked by the delegates with 
re5<pect to further assurances, would require some time for consideiation; 
and appointed five o'clock in the evening for further conference. 

Although there is much to admire, and little to complain of by the 
most fastidioiis, in these observations of Washington, yet we cannot bat 
x^gret the expression of a sentiment in the last sentenoe» which seems to 
aarrow the fteedom of speaking and writing of public measares. The pro- 
gress of pablie opinion since that day hss plaoed this matter on a differ^ 
ent footing; and in this instanoSy even the wisdom and magnanimity of 
Washington erred^ aocording to the settled judgment of the present day. 
Qreat allowance is to be made for Washington, considering the yet ao- 
settled state of the new goremmetit, while the purity of his intentiooi 
cannot be questioned. It coUld not be expected that he could at onoe 
rise so far in political foresight above such intellects as that of General 
Hamilton, and those of his administration who constituted the dominant 
political party. With these, it is clear that the freedom of speaking and 
writing disrespectfully of government measures had much greater weight in 
the scale ; and the intemperate resolutions/' aithoogh yiolating no laW| 
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were regarded aa a more aeriona orime than the aenaeleaB and bmtal 
rioti which had hroken into llameBi and then exhanated themaelveB. 
The intelligent and philoaophie reader will here find the dew to the erro- 
neouB and mistaken policy under which the foimidable army waa marched 
into the Weat^ in order to pnt down an inanrrection which, aa we repeat, 
had ceased to exist, and ostensibly to sustain the laws when they needed 
DO extraneous support. How much more noble a spectacle would baye 
been exhibited — how much more powerful in its moral influeace — in the 
appearance of a disturbed community returning to order, of its own ac- 
cord, and through the force of its own sense of propriety ! Surely such a 
spectacle would afford a thousand times better assurance of security and 
permanence, than that to be ascribed to the application of external force ! 
The individual who struggles with, and controls and subdues his own 
evil passions, exhibits, certainly, a more striking and impressive eiAmple 
than the case of the crimlual who is restrained by chains and dungeons. 

In the evening the conference was resumed| by the Preeident deoliniDg 
to transmit^ by the delegates, orders for the arrest of any particular offend* 
em, which they had proposed aa a teat of the effimency of the laws j ob- 
aervbg that the people of the West ought to know among themselves who 
were the offenders, and take the proper steps. He, however, encouraged 
them to obtain more unequivocal assuranoea from the people, but gave no 
promises of amnesty on account of these assurances, although saying, re> 
peatedly, that they might do good. He particularly impressed on the 
delegates the utmost care, that not a gun should be fired against the army, 
as in that case he would not be responsible for the consequences. They 
assured him, in turn, that no resistance would be made j but on this cau- 
tion being repeated, observed, that if some fool, or desperate man, should 
fire, it would be hard to hold the well meaning and innocent accountable- 
He auawered, that he did not intend that they sboold ; but it was impos- 
aibis to foresee what would be the consequence of such an act. He told 
them that he did not command the army in person, but had appointed 
Governor Lee commander-in-chief ; at the same time mentioning the 
names of those who commanded the forces of the different States ; causing, 
alio, to be read, the orders he had prepared for the government of thmr 
conduct, and which were admirably designed to establish the subordina- 
tion of the militaiy to the civil authority. 

The delegatea converaed fireely upon every topic upon which they 
thought proper to touch, and were listened to with the composure and 
dignity which might have been expected from the character of Wash- 
ington. Secretary Hamilton, who was preaent, inquired what were the 
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grounds of the confidence of the delegates, in the submission to the laws 
and the protection to the oflficera, in different parts of the country. In 
answer to this, they gave the particular instances of the recent enforce- 
ment of the laws to prove the ability to do so, and the disposition of the 
people to Bubmit. They spoke also of the aotiTity of the olergy, who 
had required submission as a ground of communion in tlieir ohurches, 
and who had greatly oontributed to bring their people to a sense of their 
duty, after the efferreseence had paased off. They farther stated, that 
the jndges of the oonrts, in the diffisrent oonntieSi without ezoeption, the 
jnstioes of the peace, and all who had ever been, or wore then, members 
<vf the Assembly, with few exceptions, were, and always had been, well 
disposed, and the friends of order; that these were generally men of nn* 
derstanding, to whom their neighbors had been in the habit of looking 
Ibr advice, excepting during the late brief period of popular frensy. 
That during that period many erroneona -views had been propagated 
among the people, both as respects the Federal and State governments; 
but, that being now completely undeceived, there was no probability of 
their being again led away in a similar manner; that in fact a most ex- 
traordinary reaction had taken place, scarcely credible to those who had 
Dot witnessed it, and entirely at variance with the exaggerated accouats 
which were still believed east of the mountains. 

On being asked by the Secretary what ground of confidence there was 
with respect to the country adjacent to the Monongahela, they an* 
swered, that not haying been present at the late meeting at Parkinson's 
Ferry, they oonld not speak from personal knowledge; but that Alexan- 
der Addison, president of the State courts in that district, who had been 
secretary of the meeting referred to, had informed them by letter, that 
he had conversed with the principal distiUers, who resided there, and 
Uiat they had assured him they would submit to the laws. They added, 
that Mr. Andrew M'Farlane, who vesided in the settlement where the 
opposittoQ had been the most violent, and who had himsetf been obnox* 
ious to the rioters, had traveled down the road with them, and assured 
them that he would be responsible with all his estate, which was consid- 
erable, for submission to the law, and protection to the officers in that set- 
tlement. 

The delegates admitted that a number had been unwilling to believe 
that the militia would march against them, but this was occai^ioned by 
the reports they heard every day of liberty poles being erected in the old 
counties ; of the militia refuaing to turn out, or determining to join the 
insuxgents when they did come; tiiat hearing of the threats of viulence 
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vliloli bad been sitaved bj aoiM in iba tamj, greatly magnified by report, 
ptokboiMmea and dber tn^era were afraid to tell Ibe tnitby vote 
ihey were oertein of tbaoompaQj they happened to be in. Bat ibb kiiid 

of deception and distrust now no longer existed, and had prevailed only 
among the most ignorant^ always the most difficult to govern, because 
of their inability to comprehend the reasons and representations of the 
better informed. Among the latter, the anxiety of mind, false alarms 
and pnppieions by which they had been perplexed for some time past, 
had rendered them and the citizens generally, extremely desirous for 
tbe netontion of order; that before it had been so far accomplished, 
eyery man of inflaenoe, property or understanding waa lolly convinced 
that it was for our intereete that the laws should be supported, and the 
pablio offioen protected in the discharge of their, datj. The State and 
aooatj offoeia alio had found that in aappreaiing ezeisemen, inenldng 
jadges and other legal i^senta, they were deatroying their own anthoritj, 
and rendering thor fonolione vadeaa} from whieb oironnntaneea thoj 
were partionlarlj active in bringing abont anbmiaaion. The delegaAaa 
aaidi in oonolnaioni that thia yery anzietj and apprehenakm would opeiato 
more poweifnlly in support of government than any ezpreaa doolaratloB 
in any aet form of winrda. They suggested that any deelaiationa mada 
through fear, on the approaoh of the army, for the purpose of making 
examples, would not be so sincere, and might possibly, in case of any acta 
of severity, rather increase the discontent and j?ive a new direction from 
public outrages to private revenge, which would be more demoralizing, as 
well as difficult to guard against. The march of a conquering army over 
a prostrate people, would also have a tendency to break down that spirit 
which forma the best support of our republican institutions. They ex- 
preased the opinion that it would exhibit a much more pleaaiag speotaele 
to aee the people return to their subjection to the laws and proper autheik 
ities^f their own aooord; and of this the delegatea did not entertain a 
doubt, for it waa already done, and the unneeeaaary march of the armj 
would only leave un&voiable impieaaiona toward the govavament and ifei 
inatitatlona* 

The Praddent informed the ddegatea that it waa the oj^on of a 
number of the moat reapeetable of thmr fellow oitiaena, that the marab 
of the army would be neoeasary, not only for the reatoring aubmiaaioa 
to the revenue laws, but for the proteetion of well disposed peiaonat Thia 

information the delegatea had already contradicted in their previous state- 
ments. It may be readily traced to the exiles, especially the Nevilles, 
and QO small portion ui this unfriendly advice may be ascribed to teelioga 
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ti rsrenge against tbe people of the western counties and particular in- 
yidoals. Events proved this conjecture to ba true. The delegates ad- 
mitted that appearances about tbe time tbe goverament commissioners left 
the country seemed to justify such opinions ; but since then, things had 
undergone an entire change — a change so sudden that it was impossible 
for them to have foreseen it ; that they entertained no doubt that some of 
the best informed of those, who had but a few weeks before given that 
opinion, had now been convinced to the contrary. That since then, the 
0oarts hating been held throughout the. whole of the counties, the citi- 
zens Tying witii each other in their rapport, no one who had remained in. 
the country, and witnessed the progreae of pubiio sentiment, eoold be 
mistaken. Tiiey aBserted postftiTely, that doI one oi these ooold be foani 
who wonM now adTise ihe maroh of ihe army. 

They inqaixed whether adyanlage would be taken of want of form m 
signing the deokration of sabmiadcm ? The President answered, that be 
oould not inform them withont knowiag the ehnnunitaneea. They ex- 
plained, that they meant only raoh want of form as did not arise from any 
fault in tbe person claiming; the amnesty, but from the conduct of others; 
as from the papers being torn after being signed. He replied, that no ad- 
vantage would be taken of such want of form. The same reasoning would 
have covered the ground of persons prevented from other unavoidable 
causes, such as inability to attend, or being absent on the precise day, 
or while occupied in prevailing on persons in other places to sign. 

The delegates finally undertook to procare more positive assurancee, 
and transmit them to the anny, whioh they were assured would halt some 
time at Bedford before proceeding across tbe mountains. They then 
withdrew, intending to return homeward next day, but tbe President 
■ent his priyate seeretary, early next morning, to their lodgings, to re- 
qnest them to wait on him again heloie tbey left town ; when they oalled 
be bad gone out to the army, bat as be returned from sedng the last 
diyisbn on its maroh, be stopped bis horse before the door of their lodg- 
and called them to bun — eonyersed witfi them some time in tbe 
stteet, and inyited them to see him again in the eyening, which they 
spent in conversation similar to that which had before taken place. The 
delegates say : *' We were dismissed as politely as we had been received, 
and in all the opportuaities we had of conversing with tbe President, 
were treated with that candor and politeness which have at all times dis- 
tinguished his character." It is pleasing to read these noble traits, al- 
though there could be no reason to ezpeot anything different from Wash- 
ington. 
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At parting, at this and the former interviews, the delegates expressed 
their earnest desire that the President would accompany tho army to ita 
farthest destination ; yefc, they admitted that he had given every assur- 
ance that it should be kept in subordination, short of what his own pres- 
ence and authority would exercise. He replied that if, at Bedford, he 
discovered that his presence would be necessary to insure subordination, 
aod be could be spared from the seat of governmeat, be possibly would 
Stay with the army if it advanced into the western oountiy. He was 
anxious to prevent bloodshed, aod at the same time anxious to enfofoe 
the laws with as little annoyance as possible, and by encouraging them to 
obtain additional assnnnces, he was aeooroplishing a prinoipal object of 
bis expedition. In hot, it will be seen that while the anny was still at 
Bedford these aasaranoes were obtained, which ought to hare sufficed, if 
that army had not been determined to march, nnder any and every con* 
dition of things, for their own gratification, rather than for the purpose 
for which it was drawn out. The Bresidenti according to Findley, (from 
whom the account of these conferences is chiefly taken,) was fully sen- 
sible of the iuilammable and uncrovcrnable disposition of some of the 
troops, which had discovered itself before his arrival at Carlisle ; and he 
had not only labored incessantly to repress that spirit and prevent its 
effects, but also to remove the fears of the delegates. As often as they 
suirtrestcd their fears, he gave assurances that discipline and subordination 
to the laws would be enforced • and also that the disorderly corps would 
be dispersed among those better disposed; or if this could not be done, 
they would be dismissed, with disgrace. Orders were given to this effect, 
and in some instances punctually executed ; in others, the fears of the 
delegates were bnt too well founded. The bad temper manifested by a 
large portion of the troops has been already adverted to; the respect doe 
to Washington could not restrsin some of the more outrageous from in* 
dniging in insolent Tituperation against him for lending a respectful ear 
to the mpresentations of the d-^ insurgents, through their delegates. 
They breathed nothing but ▼engeance, and appeared to think that there 
was nothing to be done but to shoot, burn, plunder and destroy. Some 
of them gave out threats and used language suitable only to outrageous 
banditti ; there were, however, some honorable exceptions, especially in 
the troops from New Jersey and Maryland, and in one company, that of 
Captain Dunlop, from Philadelphia. The substitutes, who took the place 
of the non-combatants, were decidedly the worst and most unscrupulous. 
We extract the following from Findley's history : 
** The Piesident's attention to promote subordination to the lawt, and 
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curb the disposition to licentiousness, whicli was too evident, and to give 
us sufficient confidence to encourage the people in the western counties, 
was sound policy ; for though nothing could be conceived more distressing 
to us than the very thoughts of hostile opposition to the government of 
the United States, yet if the army had marched to the western country 
under the prevailing influence of that inflammatory and licentious spirit 
which discovered itself amongst part of them at Carlisle, we muat have 
tBought it our duty to have returned with all hftste rad told the pecyple 
what they had a right to expeot; and in that case deBperation must hm 
supplied the want of resonroes, the innocent being compelled to make 
oommon cause with the guilty. For there ia no law, human or divine, 
which ohligee people tamely to anhmit to be skewered, shot or hanged in 
odd blood, and this was the declared objeot for some time, of those who 
miMle the most noise. It was a singolar oirenmstanoe^ that snoh eitiiens 
of the western oonntry as had made the greatest exertions in preventing 
the spread of the disordeni and restoring submission to the laws, were 
destined to be the first victims of their lawless rage/' 

Messrs. Findley and Reddick hastened home in order to obtain the ad- 
ditional assurances they had undertaken to procure. This was done by 
again callinir tofz:ether the original delegates at Parkinson's Ferry, for 
which purpose Mr. Reddick proceeded to Pittsburgh to have the notices 
struck ofi" ; whence they were distributed in all directions with as little 
loss of time as possible. About the same period a good opportunity was 
presented by the fall mnater of the militia, which was not neglected. 
All whose names were on the rolls and could attend, were called upon to 
sign a paper of submission, whioh they did without hesitation, at the in- 
stanoe of the brigade inspeetors and oommandin^ offioers.* 

The meeting was oonyened on tiie 24th of Oetober, under very differ- 
ent dronmstanoes from the first assemblage. They were unanimous in 
fiiTor of peaee and submission to the laws. The number exceeded a 
thousand, and none acted as delegates, and no oredentials were produced.' 
It was more properly a mass meeting, representing the whole population 
of the western counties. Bradford, Fulton, Parkinson, Marshall, and 
others who had been conspicuous in opposition to the laws, had either 
embraced the ajunesty or fled the country. On this occasion the assem- 
blage did not think proper to organize themselves as a deputation, but as 

* The inliabituita of 6re«isbiirg and Hempfield township, Westmoreland oonnly, 
David Marchand presiding, mot on Wednesday, 22d October, 1794, adopted reso- 
hitions of Aill and unequivoeal assuraace, and to the niimber of four hnndred and 
twenty signed a oertifloato thereof. 
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ft aeediig of the people in their ^maij eapacitj, aad it wm Um Iftvgest 
of the kind thit had «m Imod held in the West Jtmes Bdgir wee 
oaUed to the ehair, wad Albert Qtllatiii appointed seoratuy. When it 

was opened, Messrs. Reddick and Findley gave a narrative of their mis- 
sion ; of their reception by the Prebideot; and thea stated the propriety 
of giving more unequivocal assurances of the determination on the part 
of the people to support the laws and to protect the officers of the gov- 
ernment, and as nearly as possible in the words suggested by the Presi- 
dent. They also cautioned those whom they addressed to use every possi- 
ble vigilance to prevent any foolish person from doing anything which 
might provoke the annj, in oaw it should march into the oonntiy ; either 
by firing a gun, or any other act which might be regarded as an offense, 
and afibid them a pretext to break through miiitaiy disoipline. In order 
to inoiease this oautton, ihej wore infbtmed that the same inflammatoiy 
tamper whioh had reoantlj prevailed in this West, aad now happilj at an 
aad, had taken possession of a part of the aimy, who wonld be with dif- 
fienlty restrained. They repeated tha assnianees of the Piesident, that 
all who behaved with propriety, and who had taken the benefit of the 
amnesty, shonM be protected, no matter what iheir erimes might have 
been before that act. In all these observatioas there was a perfect ac- 
quiescence, and the following resolutions were adopted without a disseut- 
icg voice : 

Ist. Resolved, That in oar opinion, the civil anthority if now fully competent to 
enforce the laws, and punish both past and future offenses, inasmuch as the people 
ai large are determined to support OTorj dosoription of oivil ofiioers in, tlie legal 
discharge of their duty. 

" 2d. Resolved, That in our opinion, all persona who may be charged, or suspected 
of having committed any offense against the United States, or the State, during 
the late distorbaooos, aad who have not entitled theanelTeB to the beaeflto of the 
aet of obUvion, ought immediately to soneader Chenselvoo to the authority, 
ia order to etaad thsir trial ; that if there be any meh penons among as, they am 
iee4y to eoffcmler themaelTee to the elril antboritj aeoordlagly, aad that we will 
vaite in giriag oar usiataaoe to bring to jnatioe raeh offenden aa shall not taiw 
render. 

"3d. Resolved, That in our opinion, offices of inspection may be immcdintcly 
opened in the respective counties of this survey, without any danger of violence 
being offered to ^ny of the officers, and that the distillers are willing and ready to 
tfiter their stills. 

**4th. Resolved, That William Findley, David Reddick, Ephraim Douglass and 
Thomas Morton, do wait on the President with the foregoing resolations." 

Armed with these resolutions, and it is impossible to conceive of any 
assnranees mora oomplete, the delegates piooeoded to Bedford. Unlbrtn- 
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mMj WMhington liad been eoapelled to ratiini to Phibtdelphiay leaTUg 
the oommMid to Oeneml Lm. The Seeietaiy of the Tieuoiy remained 
some time with the mij, and it fconld seem, repieseiited the Prandent, 
but with a degree of power not poaooBflod even by him. Thar leoeption, 
aeoording to Findley, waa very different from that which they had met 
with from Washington ; and finding their mifleion naeless, they retnmed 
home, trusting to the general orders, admirably drawn up by the Pree- 
ident, although signed Lee, but unfortunately too little regarded in 
practice. It will become our painful duty to examine this subject with 
rigor, and pronounoe the sentenod required by the truth and jostioe of 
the case. 



K0TB8 TO GHAPTEfi XI. 



AilnwIjiMw to Owmwer Lm, 

"BBoroRD, 20th October, 1794. 

**Sir: — I have it in special instmction 
flrom the President of the United States, 
now at this place, to convey to you, on 
his behalf, the following instructions, 
for the general direction of your conduct, 
in command of the militia army, with 
whioh yon are diarged. 

*«The olQeets for whioh the militia hm 
been called forth, are. 

To enppreM the eomUnationa 
wUeh exist in some of the wwtern ooun- 
tiee of Pennsylvania, in opposition to 
the laws laying duties upon spirits dis- 
tilled within the United States, and upon 
stills. 

*'2. To cause the laws to be executed. 
** These objects are to be effeoted in two 
wnya: 

Biy militMcy feree. 
*<2. By Judioiary prooese, and other 
aiTil proceedings. 
*' The olgeois of the military foroe are 

two-fold : 

*<1. To overcome any armed opposi- 
tion which may exist. 
**2, To countenance and support the 



oivil olBeeri in the means of eioantiac 

the laws. 

" With a view to the first of these two 
objectR, you may proceed as speedily as 
may be with the army under your com- 
mand, into the insurgent counties, to 
attack, and as far as shall be in your 
power, subdue all persons whom you 
may find hi arms^ in opposition to tha 
laws above mentioned. Ton will mareh 
yonr army in two colnmat, from the 
plaesa where th^ are now assembled, 
the most convenient roates, having re- 
gard to the nature of the roads, the con- 
venience of supply, and the facility of 
cooperation and union, and bearing in 
mind that you ought to act until the 
contrary shall be fully developed, ou the 
general principle of haTing to contend 
with the whole foroe of the eonntiea of 
Fayette^ Westmorelaady Washington and 
Allegheny, and of that part of Bedfiwrd 
whioh lies westward of tiie town of Bed- 
fbrd ; and that you are to pnt as little as 
possible to hazard. The approximation, 
therefore, of your columns, is to be 
sought; and the subdivision of them, so 
as to place the parts out of mutual sup- 
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portinf^ distance, to be ftvoided, as far as 
local circumstances will permit. Parkin- 
son's Ferry appears to be a proper point 
toward which to direct the march of the 
columns for the purpose of ulterior mea- 

•'When WflTed irithln the inmrgent 
oonntry, if ui armed eppoeitioa ipp«er» 
it wemj be propwr to publish a proehunft' 
ti<m inviting all good citizens, friends to 
the constitution and laws, to join the 
standard of the United States. If no 
armed opposition exist, it may still be 
propL-r to publish a proclamation, ex- 
horting to a peaceful and dutiful demean- j 
or, and giTing assurances of performing, 
with good fUUi end libarality, irlntao> 
erer may have been promised by the 
•onuuisdonsaFa, to those who have own* 
plied with the eonditiona preseribed by 
them, and who bare not forf^ted their 
title bj subseqaent misdemeanor. 

"Of these porsonsin arms, if any, whom 
you may make prisoners; leaders, includ- 
ing all persons in command, are to be 
delivered to the ciril magistrates : the 
rest to be disarmed, admonished, and 
lent home, (except saeh as may haive 
been partiotilariy tiolent, and also influ- 
ential,) oansing th«r own reeogniianoM 
Ibr their good behavior to be tahen* in 
the eases whieh it may be deemed expe- 
dient. 

"With a yiew to the second point, 
namely, the countenance and support of 
the civil olUcers in the means of execut- 
ing tlieir laws: you will make such dis- 
pensations as shall appear proper, to 
countenance and proteot, and if neces- 
sary, and required by them, to support 
and aid the civil ofl^eers in the execution 
of their respective duties; for bringing 
offenders and delinquents to justice ; for 
Basing the stiUs of delinquent distillers, 
as far n» the same shall be deemed eligi- ' 
ble by the supervisor of the revenue, or 
chief officer of inspection ; and also for { 



conveying to places of safe cuftody such 
persons as may be apprehended and not 
admitted to bail. 

"The objects of judiciary process and 
other civil proceedings shall be: 

To bring offenders to justloe. 

"2. To enforce penalties en deliii- 
qnent distillers by suit. 

To enforce the penaltiee of for- 
feiture on the «nme persons by the acis- 
ure of their stills and spirits. 

"The better to effect these purposes, 
the Judge of the district, Richard Peters, 
Esq., and the Attorney of the district, 
William Rawl, Esq., accompany the army. 

"You are aware that the Judge cannot 
be controlled in his fimctions. But I 
count on his disposition to ooSperate in 
such a general plan, as shall appear to 
you consistent with the policy of the 
case. But your method of giving diree- 
Uon to proceedings, according to your 
general plan, will be by instructions to 
the district attorney. 

"He ought particularly to be instructed 
(with due regard to time and circum- 
stuQces,) 1st, To procure to be arrested 
all inflttoitkl actors in riots and unlaw- 
fnl assemblies, relating to the insurrec- 
tion and combination to resist the laws; 
or having for object to abet that insur- 
rection and these combinations ; and 
who shall not have oomplied with the 
terms ofiFered by the commissioners, or 
manifested their repentance in some oth- 
er way, which you may deem satisfactory. 
2d. To cause process to issue, for enforc- 
ing penalties on delinquent distillers. 3d. 
To cause offenders who may be arrested, 
to be cmiveyed to jails where there will be 
no danger of rescoo-.-tho8e for misde- 
meanors to the jails of York and Lancas- 
teiwthose for eapitsl offuises to .the 
jail of Pmiadelphia, as more secure than 
the others. 4th. Prosecute indictable 
offenses in the court of the Uuited 
States; those for penalties, or delia- 
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qnents, under the laws before mentioned, 
in the courts of Pennsjlvania. 

"As a guide in the case, the District 
Attorney has with him a list of the per- 
MM who have STailed themselTeB of the 
oBm of fh» eomnriirfomaw on the da j 

**Tho oniwo of ilills Is of the pror- 
laoe of the laperrisor, and other offioera 

of Inspection. It is difficult to chalk oat 
a precise line concerning it. - There are 
opposite considerations which will require 
to be nicely balanced, and whieh must be 
judged of by those officers on the spot. 
It may be useful to confine the seizure of 
■tille to the most leading and refractory 
diatillera. It nay bo adviaahlo to oactend 
Ihom Iter i&to the moot nfraotoiy oovnty. 

**When tiie imurroetioB is rabdued, 
and the reqniiito neans have been put 
in ozoeatioii to loeoro obofttenoo to the 
laws, so as to render it proper for the 
army to retire, (an eyent which you 
will accelerate as much as shall be con- 
sistent with the object,) you will endeav- 
or to make an arraugeiueut for attaching 
■ooh a foroe as you may deem adequate, 
to bo atatioflied irtihln the dinlfooted 
oonatiesy in saoh a maonor ao boat to 
sfford proteotioB to well diapoeed oiti- 
wmtt Mid the ofioors of the xoTonne; 
and to suppress by their presence the 
spirit of riot and opposition to the laws. 

"But, before you withdraw the army, 
you shall promise, on behalf of the 
President, a general pardon to all such 
as Khali not have been arrested, with 
■och exceptions as yon shall deem prop- 
er. The promise mnst be so^giiarded, as 
not to^affMt pooniiiaiy olaims under the 
Mfonae law. Li this aeasnro it is ad- 
lisable there should be a cooperation 
with the GoTernor of Penasylfania. 

*'0n the return of the army, you will 
adopt some conyenient and certain ar- 
rangements for restoring to the public 
magasines, the arms, aoooutrements, mil- 



itary stores, tents, and other articles 
of camp equipage and entrenching tools 
which hare been furnished, and shall not 
have been consumed or lost. . 

«Tou to ezart yoorself aU poo- 
sible means to preserro diaalpline amonfst 
the troops, portienlarlj a senipnloas re- 
gard to the rights of perooos sad prop- 
eriy, and a respeet for the authority of 
the dTil magistrates; taking especial 
care to inculcate, and cause to be ob- 
seryed this principle— that the duties of 
the army are confined to attacking and 
subduing of armed opponents of the 
laws, and to the supporting and aiding 
of the civil officers in the execution of 
their ftanotlons. 

•at has been settled that the GoTomor 
of Pennqrlvsaia will be seoond, the Chn^ 
ernor of New Jtntj third in eommaod; 
and that the troops of the seTeral States 
in line, on the march, and upon detach- 
ment, are to be posted according to the 
rule which prevailed in the army during 
the late war, namely, in moving toward 
the seaboard, the most southern troops 
will take the right— in moving toward 
the north, the most aorthsm tfoopo will 
take the right. 

These general instmottons, liowevir» 
are to be considered as liable to such 
alterations and deviations in the detailf 
as from local and other causes may be 
found necessary, the better to effect the 
main object upon the general prindplee 
which have been indicated. 

*< With great respect, I have the honor 
to be. Sir, 

Tonr obedient osmmt) 

AuzAMDin HaiasflOM. 
**Tm]j oopied flrom the on^naL 

B. DAHnaiDQs, 
StprHmy to Fnndmt ^ 

"Messrs. Findley, Keddick, Douglass 
and Morton, inform the inhabitants of 
the counties of Westmoreland, Washing* 
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ton, Fayette and Allegheny, that in con- 
teqaence of their appointment to wait on 
tte President of the United States, they 
piMMdad on Ikttt 4atj, bat m llMir way 
to Badford, wImn it «m wp«elid the 
Vkvaitet lalglit pvobdb^ bi mm, they 
laHMdthfttlM lutd lift tlMin«]r for the 
Mat of gOTonunent ; they, therefore, on 
oonsideratioii, took the right wug of the 
army, commanded by the Governor of the 
State of Pennsylvania, in their way, where 
they conTer.sed with the Governor as 
well as with the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury on the subject of their mission, and 
f i oooodod to tho othorwiBf, toOoTomor 
Loo, of Tbgiaio» (tho oommiuidor-in- 
ofaiof,) who, oftor rooeiviog tlio voiions 
foperi oad fUtbtel Uifomwtloa wfaioh 
they could giT% presented them with 
the following letter, which they now Uy 
before the pooplo tat thoir ooriow eon- 
sideration : 

** 'Henry Lee, to Messrs. Findley, Red- 
dick, Morton and Douglass, deputies 
from the people of the counties of Fay- 
Otto, Washington, Allegheny and West- 
■ONlOttd. 

* ***0■lm■lm^— Tho rtoolatloas en- 
torod into ot tho Uto mooting of the 
yooplo »t Porkinson'o Fony, with the 

mrious papers doohuTfttovy of the dotor- 

mination of the namerous subscribers to 
maintain the ciril authority, manifest 
■trongly a change of sentiment in the 
inhabitants of this district. To what 
cause may truly be ascribed this favora- 
hlo torn in tho public mind, it is of my 
ptoviaoo to dotonnino. 

** *TonnolfOi» in tho oanronotion lost 
Ofwing, inpmtad it to tho nnivorool 
ponio whioh tho npproooh of tho ormy 
of tho United States had oxoltod in the 
lower order of the people. 

'•'If this be the ground of the late 
change, (and my respect for your opin- 
ions will not permit me to doubt it,) the 
moment ihe cause is remored the reign 



of Tiolence and anarchy will return. 
Whatever, therefore, may be the senti- 
ments of the people respecting the pres- ^ 
ent oompetency of tiio dvil nnthority to 
enlbroo tho lowo, I fool myself obligotod 
by tho tmot ropoood in ■# 1^ tho "BtmSr 
dent of tho Unitod Stotoo, to hold tho 
amy in this country until daily praotioo 
shall convince all that tho ooToreignty of 
the constitution and laws is unalterably 
established. In executing this resoln- 
tion, I do not only consult the dignity 
and interest of the United States, which 
will always command my decided respect 
and preferential nttontion, but I olao 
promoto tiio good of this portionlor dhH 
triet 

*1 thou, tborofwo, ^ ooon no tho 
troopo oro reCroihod, prooood to oomo 

central and convenient station, whero I 
shall patiently wait until the competency 
of the civil authority is experimentally 
and unequivocally proved. No individu- 
al can be more solicitous than I am for 
this happy event, and you may assure 
the good people whom you represent, 
that every aid will bo ohootfblly oontrib- 
uted by mo to hoften tho dolighlMl 
epoolL 

" <0n tho port of on good oitiiono I 

confidently expect the most active and 
faithful oodperatioii, whioh, in my jud^ 
ment, cannot be more effectually given n 
than by circulating in the most public 
manner the truth among the people, and 
by inducing the various clubs whioh have 
BO successfully poisoned the minds of tho 
inhobltonti, to oontinm thifr vmol moot 
ings for tho pious poipooo of oontmdiot* 
ing, with thoir onitommy formflitioi^ 
tlioir poot ponddoni dootrinot. A oobp 
duct so candid should partially atono for 
the injuries, which in a great degree may 
be attributed to their instrumentality, 
and must have a propitions influence in 
administering a radical cure to tho ox- 
istiog disorders. 
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** *0n my part, and on the part of tile 
patriotic army I hare the honor to com- 
jnand, assure your fellow oitizens that we 
oome to protect and not to destroy, and 
that our respect for our common govern- 
ment, and respect to our own honor, are 
MBple pledges for the propriety of our 
demeanor. 

*Qiuefcr tberefore^ the ftp^rehenriona 
of all on this Boore^ ud reoonaund wd- 
^•rsally to flie people to prepue^ tat the 
use of the army, irhfttorer thegr e«i spare 
from their farms necessary to its sub- 
sistence, for which they shall be paid, in 
cash, at the present market price; dis- 
courage exaction of every sort, not only 
because it would testify a disposition very 



unfriendlj, but because it would probaljlj 

produce very disagreeable scenes. 

" 'It is my duty to take care that the 
troops fire comfortably subsisted, and I 
cannot but obey it with the highest plea- 
sure, because I intimately know their 
worth and exDellenee. 

*I have the hoEor to be^ gentlomeB, 
jour most obedient serranti irith due 
eonaideration, HuntT Jam, 

" 'Head Qnarten, Uniontowa, Koran- 

bar 1,.17W.'» 

About this time a eommittee from 
Washington county waited on General 
Lee, with, an address, to whioh he made 
a reply. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

TBK AHMY KNTBR8 THB WEST — ITS FEBOOIOUS TEMPSB THE ATTEMPT TO ASSAS- 
SINATE MR. B&ACKKNEICQK — TUU MILITARY INQWX8TS — THB XXAMISATION OF 
mU BIAOUmUDOB, ASD AOQVITTAIi. 

T&s army, letying Bedford, Mitered the WMtem ooantleB about ihe lot 
of November, 1794, and enoamped near tbe Monongaliela, so as to be witli- ' 
in stfiking distanoe of any of tiie four ooanties. And now the question 
naturally suggests itsdf, what was there for it to do ? There was oertainly 
no fighting to be done; and among those of that army who most aspired 
to military glory, this was a subject of intense regret, as they were obliged 
to expend their rage merely in words of contempt and indignation against 
the cowardly insurgents. Instead of finding parties of these arrayed for 
war, and rei^ularly embodied, not a hand, or even a voice, was raised to 
oppose them, or resist the government. The rural population remained 
distressingly quiet in their sylvan homes, widely scattered over the exten- 
sive forest region, the prevailing feeling being that of alarm, on account 
of the r«porjted threats and ferocity of the army. The more zealous among 
the officers, perhaps not the most patriodo, were continually erying out 
that atonements'' must be made, insurgents must be smsed, examples 
must be exhibited pendent from the limbs of trees, to prove that their 
nareh had not been in vain. It mattered not whether people were guilty 
or innooent, for it was held that it was the dul^ of the latter to restrain 
the former, whether they had required the amnesty or not, or whether 
ihey had exerted themselves on the side of the government, and aided in 
^e execution of the laws. They were aU insurgents, and but for the 
' restraints of disnpline imposed by sueh offioers as General Lrvine, Gover- 
nor Howelli General Chambers, and some others, the western country might 
have been a scene of murder and conflagration. Some of the most patri- 
otic western men began now to think that it would have been better for 
them, with arms in their hands, to have met them as invaders. 

It is not difficult to see what would have been the proper course to pur- 
sue with this formidable army. After having entered the country, and dis- 
oovering that not the slightest resistance was to he expected, that there were 
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DeiAer eonbioatioiia/' nor any of those fearfbl olabi fefinvad to in the let- 
ter of Qeoeral Lee— 4t ehoold, aa soon as was oonTenient, bmre oommenced 

Its retreat, leaying only a sufficient force, say one or two regiments of the 
most orderly and best discipliued, to sustain the civil authority, in case they 
should possibly be needed. To aid the civil authority was now the only 
legitimate use that could have been made of them, as there was no longer 
any military opposition to put down. Instead of this, the business of the 
army was now supposed to be, not to prevent the commission of offenses, 
but to punish those that had been committed, which was the duty of the 
civil magistiBtoy and not of the army, until expressly called upon to lend 
its assistance ; snoh was clearly- the idea of the President, in his orders 
addressed to General Lee. These punishments should have been infliet- 
ed by course of law, and not by the bayonet^ and for the same reason 
airests should have been made by oivil offioerB| on proosss Issned by the 
el^ magistnte* The oonrts, the marshals, or sheriflb, ahoold have been 
the agents— at least these should have been first tried^ before ealling on the 
soldieiy. Bot the wofst was the sending the arrested to Philadelphia for 
. trial, whleh was more dreaded than the arrest itself, and as we ha?6 seen, 
was the immediate cause of the disturbances which haye been related. 
Why could not a court have been organized for the trials in the county 
itself ? There was an act of Congress in force, authorizing this course. 
But atonements were wanted, and captives to grace the triumphal entry 
of the victors I A district judge of the United States, Judge Peters, a 
marehal, and a district attorney accompanied the army; but these, in the 
iuvestigation of supposed offenses, acted a subordinate part to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, (who had no judicial authority,) and even to the 
military oflioers; thus practically confottoding the judicial, military and 
Executive powers. The greater is the neesssity for pbcing in the strong- 
est light the gbring infringements on the rights and privileges of the 
eitisens I 

d^gainst those penons who had been most aotive and snooessfiil in bring- 
ing abont a peaeeable submission on the part of the people, the demonatm* 
ttons of 'the soldiery was most Tiolent^ and espeoially against Mr. Bracken- 
ridge and Mr. Gallatin. The reeent eleotion of the latter to Congress, was 
some proteotion, bat the absence of any peculiar enmity toward him, on the 
part of the Neville connection, wasasurer ground of safety, while its violence 
increased the danger of Mr. Brackenridge. Nothing but putting to d^h 
in any way, was spoken of as the fate of the latter. General Neville was 
with the army, together with some others of the exiles, as they were called; 
and these were never wearied of their denttooiatLons of him. The oom- 
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Mi language of the old GeoMil irw iliat Bndmridgo wm **ihe great- 
oit Moniidrel on God Almighty's auth thai Bndfoid and oihera wm 

merely his tools, while he was the inBtigator of all the mlaolrief. The 
Secretary of the Treasury seems to have caught this language, as appears 
by the letter written by him from Bedford, published in his posthumous 
works, in which he uses the General's phrase, **it is now discovered that 
Brackenridge is the greatest of all scoundrels." Nine days afterward, 
when he had an opportunity of examining and jud*]^ing for himself, he 
retracted this hasty opinion, founded on such information aa could be fur- 
nished through the medium of Major Craig.* 

While the army WM at Bedford, by way of showing what it conld do, 
it had arrested four persons, who were oeat to Philadelphia. The aooomiit 
of the a&ir ii deriTod from Findley : 

"Four prisonon wore aent from Bedfoid^ as tho amy adTaaoed; one 
of thorn, Hormaa Haabaiidiy was oxtonrivoly known on aoeonni of mum 
mngnlaridea of ohaiaotor. After raffning fonr-montha in priaon, and 
anoh prisons as are happily nnknown at tho present day, there appearing 
nothing against him, [not eren hia interpietatiott of the vinona of 
Siekiel,] he was diseharged, with a orowd of othera, by the oonrt ; bnt 
his constitution had received such a shock that he died before he could 
leave the city, and return to his home in the mountains. Another of the 
name of Filson, who kept a large Btore in the village of Berlin in the 
same county, after being taken to Philadelphia, was refused to be ad- 
mitted to bail, although this favor was warmly solicited by respectable 
merchants in the city. The prosecution was condacted against him with 
unusual rigor; being first acquitted on a charge of treason, he was 
tried for a misdemeanor, in which the verdict was also not guilty. Of 
the two others, one was an old inoffenstre German, named Weisgarver ; 
after being imprisoned fonr months, he was admitted to bail, and no Inll 
waa fonnd against him at ooort. The last, whose name is Lnoas, was a 
forgeant in the amy daring the war, and waa well known at the time of 
the lerolt of the PenniiylTaaia line, and though he waa one of the leadeia 

^ that lOTolt, in ihat ritnation he rendered aneh essential serfice to the 
pnhlie as to have a premiam assigned him. A general offieer who had 
keen well aoqnainted with lua aerriees, now obtained hia release after 

.four monthaof imprisonment. On his trial nothing waa fonnd against 

^It la to be regretted, for the fame of General HaniUoiit ^t the editor of hia 
poethnmoas works had not rejected this letter; there can be no doubt that if 

livinfT, he -would have done so himpelf. Tho editor wrs probnMy not aware <tf tlio 
Bubtteqaeut examination of Mr. llraokenridge by UaauUon in person. 
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^im. He WU ^oor, and had a large fiunilj of nnall children." Can aaj- 
ihing more ationg] j exemplify the imj^fft^ety of miA illegal eneeto, and 
dfaggittg men bejrond (heir violiiage ? K the oaaea jut lelated had heen 
■nhmitted to a grand jury in their tomtj, this suffering and injiutiee 
wonid not have ooonrted. Bnt theae are itf a trifling nature, compared 
to the wholeaale airests and haiatring inqnesta anhaefiiiently praotioed 
hy the mUiiary gnardians of the laws in the western oonntry. 

Mr. Braekenridge had reoeiTed intimations of the threats against his 
life, and had at first thought of quitting the country; but conscious of 
iDDucence, and feeling indignant at the ingratitude manifested for his 
important services, and after a night passed in anxious meditation, re- 
solved, if doomed to perish, to die on his own hearth. After drawing up 
an account of the transactions in which he had been concerned, addressed 
to James Ross, with a request that he would do justice to his memory, 
he determined to face the danger which threatened him, whatever it 
might be. Id this, his enemies were, no doubt, disappointed ; as in all 
probability they would rather hear of hia flight from the oonntiy. A 
detachment of troops under General Morgan entered the town, esoordng 
OoL Neville and some others of the exiles in a sort of triumph or ovation. 
The same night a party of Moigan'a eorpe prooeeded ahout eleven o'dook 
to the house of Mr. Braekenridgey with the intent of putting thmr 
murderous designs into exeention; hut infbrmsition having heen eom- 
munieated to the General and Ool. Neville, they ran out without takii^ 
time to put on their hats, and interposing themselves^ deolared that the 
ruffians must pass over their bodies before they could perpetrate the deed. 
A regard for their own characters called for this energetic interference, 
for if the murder had been perpetrated by those under their control, the 
world would have held them responsible. Mr. Braekenridge, therefore, 
gave them no thanks, and considered himself bound to them by no feeling 
of gratitude ; and it is highly probable that the habitually intemperate 
mode of speaking of him by the Neville connection, may have induced 
some of their hot-headed followers to believe that they would be doing 
them a servioe by ridding them of a hated enemy.* 

* The hoQses of Ool. Neville and Mr. Braekenridge were little more than a 
hundred yards apart. He says: The troops had advanced within twenty yards 
of roy bouse, when an ofiBcer who had been apprised of their intention, and in ^ftin 
labored to disperse them, baving run to General Morgan, who was in the house of 
Neville the younger, and not yet gone to bed, gave him information. The Geueral 
and the Colonel ran out without their hats, and the Geuoral opposing hiuisulf to 
the fury of the troops, said, that it miist be through him they would reach me; 
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In ih« ooone punned hj Mr. Brackenridge, he hnd given evidence of 
a true courage, accordiDg to the defiaitiou of Abb4 Bartbelme in 
Anacharsis : " He knew his danger, feared it; jet met it.'' The narrative 
will bo followed up in his own worda : 

" The right wing of the army had crossed the moantains and were in 
the western country. It was like the approach of the tempest to me; T 
could hear the thunder at a distance ; and every day new aoooants reached 
me of butchery denounced against me, without judge w jury. I began 

to hear General Neville raise his voice, 'The d st scoundiel that ever 

was on God Almight/s earth.' The left wing had already crossed the 
moimtuii8| at the diataoce of ihirlj miles to the westward. I ooold hear 
of Oolonel NevUle at the table of General Lee, and pnUielj elaewhersy 
ihioaghont that eamp, denonnee vengeanoe against ^the d- - d lasoaly' 
meaning me.* 

«I began to think it wonld be nnsafe to stand it; that leonld not 
hafe sttffiment eonfidenoe in the good disposition of the commanding offi- 
cers, much less in their power to restrain their troops; and that it might 
be advisable to be out of the way until I could see whether subordination 
to the civil authority was practicable or not. I had the wilderness b' .lind 
me; and as before I had meditated to escape from 'Tom the Tinker/ so 
now I meditated an escape from an equally outrageous banditti, as I be- 
gan to think them, by going to the West, My sensations were violent at 
the time ; but 1 ought to be ezoused, as I must have thought it very ex- 
traordinary in people to have eome to support the laws, and to be talking 
of violating them. I eommunieated to General Wilkins my resolution of 
ginng neither to the Spaniards nor to the British, but of taking my ohanee 
among the Indians for a month or two, nntil I eonld hare a proper assnr* 
anee of proteetion in snnendering myself to the jndioial anthoritj. I 
had thought of a hunter whom I eonld employ to go to the woods with me. 

'* General Wilkins eould not but aeknowledge the expedienoy of goingi 
fiom all that he had heard or seen, and proposed a hunter whom lie 
knew, and thought more expert than the one I had named, and engaged 
to speak to him to go with me. He was to send him to me next morning. 

that I had stood nj gronnd, tad woold be oogaisablo to the Jaditiaxy; and Ut the 
Uw take its ooane." The above fact shows the imperfeot state of discipline in 
th^ew levied army. If the deed had been perpetrated, there Would have been 
Bucn historians as Hildreth and Craig to excuse it; and the ffood name of the victim 
might have continaed forever blasted by the same party rancor which has 80 long 
eontinued to villify the whole population of Western PeoiiegrlTaiiia. 

•This was before the attempted asmirination. 
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" I lay upon a couch and thought of it till midnight. I reflected that 
people would always talk more than they would do; and that putting me 
to death would be more in tie language than in the intention of the 
mass. It was the fashionable speech of the camp, and every one adopted 
it without meaning to carry it into effect; but I reflected, also, that the 
very strain of talking, though not originating from the intention to act, yet 
might lead some uupriQoipied and inconsiderate man to perpetrate what 
had been spoken*of ; mom ei^ecialiy as I had heard of the violence of the 
NeriUeBi «nd had mpeotad that the horrid reBentment whieh they ap- 
pealed to entertain against me might prompt them to enoourage aasaa- 
alnation. 

** However, after deep thought of manj homj I tprang ftom my conch- 
had, and expresBed my determination, that if I was to he aflsaarinated, it 
itoild he in ray own home. It never tkioM be said that I would move 
a foot from the ground. Having now determined to wait my fate, I em- 
ployed a day or two in putting my papen in oider» and mi^ng a short 
sketch of the outline of my conduct during the insurreotion, and directing 
it to be delivered to James Ross, who knew the greater part of his own 
knowledge, with a request that he would give it to the public, and do ray 
memory justice. I knew the rage against me was founded on the mis- 
conception of the multitude and the malice of individuals. It had been 
the case with La liochefaucault, Clement de Tennere and others, at an 
early period of the French revolution. 

The discoveiy had been made, that Mr. Bracken ridge had not signed 
the amnesty until the day after the time ; and it was thought that means 
would be found to destroy him, by way of proMcntlon. was divert- 
ed," says he, by a speeoh of General NeviUe vsported to me, when some 
people, sJarmed for their situation, had gone to solieit his fitvor. 'Ohil- 
dien/ said he^ *it is not yon that we want; it is some of the big fislb*- 
Biadrenridge, Gkdktin and Findley, thai we want.' Thonght I, it is bad 
enough to find myself in the same school ol fish, with Gallatin and Find- 
ley, when I have had political difference with Bindley, whieh has pro- 
duced a coolness that still exists ; and as to Oallalan, I never spoke to 
him in my life, until I met him at Parkinson's Ferry. But there was in- 
genuity on the part of the old general. Knowing the hostility between 
these men and Secretary Hamilton, he wished to couple me with the 
same parly." The enmity between the Secretary and the persons /Ust 
named, judging from repeated statements by Findley in his book, was 
very bitter. They had assailed his favorite financial system in the Legis- 
lature, as well aa at pubUo meeetinga; at the same time there was a 
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stitmg penoDiI antipaifaj on hit part towud thcio meDi and wbioh wm 

leoiprooated by them. The stiODg language of Mr. Bnekenridge in bis 
letter to Mr, Cox, in speaking of the ftrndiog system, mnat tbo bave 
given oiTenae, as Hamilton was very senaitiTO to any objeotiona to bis 
financial plant. It is, however, natnitd, and therefore probable, that 
when the Secretary came on the spot, and found that the powerful Neville 
connection wore attemptiug to use him for the purpose of gratifying their 
private enmity, his pride was offended at the idea. It was not long be- 
fore he would begin to suspect that the connection, now strengthened 
by the accession of General Morgan, were disposed to exert their influence 
against an individual who bad not even the good will of the populace in 
his favor, having given them offense by his efforts to induce them to sub- 
mit to the government, and by his public denunciation of their oondnot. 
It wonld noi be itrange if Neville's violenee sbonld offend the sel f oB ta en i 
of Hamilton, at tbis attempt to gratify personal revenge at tbe ezpenae 
of bis obaraoter for jnstiee and magnanimity. 

We bsve stated, (and it cannot be too often xepested,) tbat inatead of 
piooeeding against supposed eienses in tbe resent note, and bringing tbe 
aeooaedy wbo were not entitled to tbe amnesty, before tbe judges by civil 
piooeaa ; or impaoneling a grand inquest, to eall witneaaes before it pre- 
vious to accusation and arrest by civil officers — a nondescript commis* 
sioa of inquiry was instituted — the district judge taking an inferior part 
in it, and the arrests made at the point of the bayonet ! A proceeding 
BO strange requires to bo minutely related, in order that it may stand as 
a beacon to avoid a similar anomaly in future.* The Inspector, as already 
fetated, was regarded as the party aggrieved, or the jreneral plaintiff ; the 
Secretary of the Treasury assumed the authority of supreme director over 
the whole proceedings, oivil and military. Some resemblance to thia may 
perhaps be found in European despotisms, or where English liber^ was not 
so well defined ; but in a country where tbe safeguards of tbe common 
lew ezisty it is almost ineredible. As a sample^ we will estnot the follow- 
ing from Findley : 

« Ihiring tbe time tbat Sberiif Hamilton was wsiting to bmvs bis caae ex* 
aminedi and before be was pat into eiose eonfinement, a oertain Jobn Bsld- 
win waannderezaminatMNi. Hewaa interrogated, alternately, by Seeretaxy 
Hamilton, Jodge Peten^ the Distriot Attorney, tbe Inspector, snd a Mr. 

* It mny be said, that so many wpre implicated that it was difficult to procure 
juries. But this was not the fact — at all events the experiment was not made, 
and the instructions to Q«a. Ijm implied that tbe oivil aathority ooold aot wliere 
.proper^ sapportod. 
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Vangban, a liglit-liOTseman from Philadelphia. The two last (the In- 
spector and the light-horseman,) treated him with the greatest indeco- 
rum, Iq the course of the exainination, every means were used to induce 
him to testify against the sheriff. Baldwin had candidly informed them 
of himself being one of the committee at the burning of Neville's house, 
and of the persons concerned in that riot ; and assured them that the 
sheriff wan not concerned in it. He was then urged to testify that the 
sberiti had notified his regiment to assist at that riot, and when he re- 
fused to give testimony to that purpose, because it was not true, he was insull- 
edyftnd told that he equivocated, and evaded swearing the truth ; aadwM 
assored, that by hia oooduot he had forfeited the beoefit of the amoealjy 
to which he was othennse entiiKed} and that hia life and proper^ 
were eodangered by not teatifying to what they demanded him» and 
whieh was not tree ; he was told tiiai he eoald only aaTO faimaelf hj 
gl?ing raeh testimony/' 

If this stood as a solitary instance, one might he strongly inolined to 
doubt it; bnt it sinks to nothing compared with the numerons other 
cases which will be related. The Spanish inqaisitorial mode of seeking 
evidence and forcing it by threats, (short only of the boot and the rack,) 
and the most revolting appeals, seems to have been the ordinary mode of 
proceeding. Why was not Sheriff Hamilton confronted with the wit- 
nesses ? Why not permitted to ask questions as well as the impertinent 
light-horse examiner? The cases of Sheriff Hamilton and Major Powers, 
although less striking than the wholesale outrages of law and right which 
followed, are so characteristic, that we will relate them separately, on the 
oo^emporary authority of Findley ; and no one was bold eooogh ever to 
qnestiou the troth of the account at that day. 

Major Powers had not only behaved well throngh the whole of the 
tronbles, bat had been sealooaly esnployed in endeavoring to restore order, 
horn an early period nntil it was* finally eatablished. He had been a 
member of several meetings for thai pmrpose, and was one of the com- 
mittee of twelve who had settled the terms of the amnesty with the com- 
missioners at Fifetsbnigh. After the judioiaiy and part of the army had 
gone to the town of Washington, Major Powers waa Invited, by a poHto 
letter, to wait on the Secretary at that place, which was aboat thir^ 
miles distant. When he arrived, the Secretary examined him abont tbe 
conduct of certain characters, with some of whom he was not even 
acquainted; but particularly about the conduct of Mr. Gallatin at i^arkin- 
son s Ferry. On Major Powers not answering to his satisfaction, he 
complained of the difiiculty of obtaining inl^maiioo, and adviaed Major 
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Peiraii to niin tm horn or t«o to ninA lus memoiy in order to bo ra- 
oiUBUiod; and spoke to an offieer preeeiitr to oondaot him into anofclMr 
olMmber. In all this the Seeratory appeared to treat Mm poUielj, bnt ka 
was not a little snrprised when he found himself thrust into a room among 

the other prisoners, and there confined under the point of the bayonet. 
At the time appointed, he was taken again into the presence of the 
Secretary, who asked him if he had recollected himself so far as to give 
more satisfactory information ; on being answered that he had nothing 
further to recollect, having already related all he knew, the Secretary 
then suddenly assuming all his terrors, told Major Powers that he was 
Borpriaed at him ; tha^ haying the character of an honest man, he would 
not tell the troth ; asserting that he had already proof sufficient of what 
he know ho oould testify, if he would. After some further inanlting 
language and thiealSi Major Powen waa oommitted a close prisoner under 
a iniUtaiy guard; and though the most unezeeptionablo bail waa offered 
for ponniaaion to go to hie fiauly, it waa refuaed; and he waa narohed 
under a milUaij guard to Fittaburgby and thara detained until the eighth 
dftj after he waa taken into ouatody.* The 8oereftaij being gone, tha 
judge lent for M^or PowerB, and when he waa broi^^ht into hia preaenee, 
invited him politely to ait down, aaauring him that he had no charge at 
all against him." 

There is no reason to doubt the statement of Findley; it wad never 
questioned, as we have already stated, and appears to have been received 
from Major Powers himself; but the affair was public and notorious. It 
exhibits the Secretary in a light which is painful to contemplate — in the 
assumption of power — in the attempt to influence the witness in the 
most reprehenaibie manner, in order to extort unfair testimony — and 
added to thia, in the uie of the bayonet in what ought to have been a 
mere judicial j^roeeeding ! It ahowiy alao^tbe subserviency of the distrioi 
judge^ who eondeaoended to aet a leoondary or inferior part in the ndnia- 
tiationa of hia office, to one who had no judieial authoiity whatever. 

"It win appear in Tarioua other inateneeay" saya Findleyi "thai it waa 
uiual with the Seoretaiy to aaierl to those whom he waa examining, thait 
ha waa poaMaaad of auffiment proofii already of the &eCa to which he 
endaa?ofed to eitort teatimony. The apring following, Major Powen 
waa much inelined to inatituto an action against the Secretary; but find* 
ing that he would be obliged to go to New York, on the advice of his 
friends he relinquished the design." 

*By what authority did the Secretary aoi in this individual capaoitj! By 
wbat law was tha military guard employed t 
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The case of Sheriff Hamilton, one of tbe most estimable men in the 
western countiea, was much more aggravated. It is unpleasant to be 
obliged to record such incidents, but having no reason to doubt their 
truth, the historian does not consider himself at liberty to reject themj 
and they are too important to be passed over in silence. The Secretary 
of the Treasury was unquestionably a great man, and rendered great 
services to his ooontry — but of strong paasiooB^ and possessed of some 
peoaliar ideM on the subjeoi of lyergetic goTernment, Nothiog in thft 
vhole ooone of our history as a peo[>lo has appeared to- me so reroltingy 
as the egjtarte military and fiscal inqnesta for the purpose of diieoTefing 
■objects to make atonements/' to use the unhappy phrase on whioli I 
hs!?e already femarked. The case of Sheriif Hamilton Is thus related 
Bindley : 

John Hamilton, of Washington, is higk sheriff of that eonntj, and 
colonel of a regiment of militia in the Mingo Greek settlement; though 
a number of this regiment were known to have had an active band in tbe 
attack on Neville's house, and were in fact considered the greatest pro- 
moters of the insurrection, yet he not only kept himself free from these 
outrages, but endeavored, as soon as he heard of the design, to prevent 
the rendezvous at Braddock's Field. Tt was he who informed Bradford 
that the arms and ammunition in the garrison at Pittsburprh were designed 
for General Scott's expedition against the Indians ; and with the assist- 
ance of some othciSi persnaded him to countermand the orders, and pro- 
eured his promise to prevent the march. When he could not prevent 
this, he put himself at the head of his regiment, and was very instrn- 
mental in preventing further outrages from being oommitted. At the 
court that was held for the county of Washington, a short time alitor tbe 
commissioners left the country, he proposed to take any twenty of those el* 
leged to be insurgents, and lodge them in the county jail| if writs were issued 
for the purpose; but it was not thought adrisable to issue tbe writs, until 
it should be known what measures the commiisionerB would recommend 
to the President, and until the inflammatoiy spirit should be more effeotu* 
ally cooled down. To show, however, that he could have accomplished what 
he proposed, he served several writs of capias, which he had in his hands, 
without difficulty. He attended all the ineetincrs for restoring order, with 
a view to prevent outrages; and living where he did, he merited higher 
approbation than if he had resided in Boston. 

Colonel Hamilton was informed by a friend of the designs against him, 
time enough to make his escape ; but conscious of his innocence, he pre- 
furred traveling aboTC thirty miles to where the judiciary then was, and 
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presentinj; himself to Judge Peters, informed him that he had heard 
there was a chartre against him, and requested to have it examined. The 
judge said that ho was then too much engaged, but would call on him 
presently; that day, however, passed till evening, when Major Lennox, 
the Marshal, in the most delicate manner he could, told him he nui8t put 
him under guard; but afterward dispensed with arresting him, and only 
took his promise that he would not depart until the judge had an oppor- 
tunity of conversing with him ; but next day the Marshal informed 
him that he had special orders to pat him under guard, which be did 
Moordingly, thongh with evident regrei. The sheriff here remarked, 
that Migor Lennox treated him with as mnoh ffiendship and politenew as 
the nature of the oaM would possibly admit ; and let me add, that that 
offioer^a politeness is generally well spoken of. 

« On the third day alter he had demanded an examination, and the 
■aoond after he had been put under guard, he was sent baok to Washings 
ton town, ftbm whence he had come, in custody of a small troop of hoise. 
The judge having arrived at Washington, the sheriff applied again to him 
to have his case examined, who told him he vtu^nld in half an hour ; but 
on the ninth day after he had first applied to the judge, he was sent a 
close prisoner to Pittsburgh, and thence to Philadelphia, where he was 
paraded through the streets (with others,) with an ignominious badge on 
his hat, and thrown into the cells without hi^ case having ever been ex- 
amined ! After an imprisonment of near two months and a half, he was 
brought before the Supreme Court on a writ of habeas corpus j and on 
examination, there not appearing the slightest evidence against him, he 
was admitted to bail. At the Circuit Court held in Philadelphia the 
June following, a bill for misprision of treason was sent to the grand jury 
against him, but ereiy witness that was sworn testified in his favor. 
There was not even a suspieions dreumstanee against him, and oonse* 
^piently no bill was found/' 

It cannot but excite the liveliest indignation to read the details of thb 
ease; and the natural inquiry is, to whom should the blame attach f To 
all concerned in these extraordinary military perquisitions; the Nevilles— 
the Secretary of the Trsasury — ^the IKstrict Judge — the General of the 
army. Findley remarks on this case as follows : <<Thus a man who was 
at the time sheritl" of the county, and a colonel of the militia, and who 
in a part of the country and in circumstances where temporizing might 
have been excusable, was not only clear of any charge, but had merit — 
was selected by the Secretary as a victim, illegally taken from the exercise 
of an office at that time of importance to the peace of the county ; and 
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witlumi examinfttioii, or Mng ooofironted witli bis aoewary perhaps a 
seeret enemy, diaggod down to Philadelpliia is the winter by a military 

guard — paraded in a barbarous manner tbrougb tbe streets, thrown for 
some time into the cellsj compelled to wear the word insurgent in his 
hat, and then cast into prison; and after a long confinement, admitted to 
bail ! After this he was again required to cross the mountains to meet 
his trial, at which nothing was alleged against him ! It is not easy to 
assign the motive for selecting these two men, Powers and Hamilton, as 
objects of vengeance. They had both been friends of order during the 
diaturbances ; naturally quiet, they had never distinguiahcd themselves 
in political contests, or taken any part in the discoBsion of public mea- 
sures. Perhaps the motive for treating Major Powers with snch nnjusti- 
fiable severity, was to extort testimony from him, and to teaeh othera 
what they might expeet if they did not give such testimony against oer- 
tsin eharaeters as the Seeretaiy required. As Ool. Hamilton was the 
sheriff of the ooanty, and oolonel of the battalion where the insnrreotion 
originated, his rank and the relation in which he stood to the eoanty, 
were probably the reasons of his being seleeted." 

These illegal military inquests, and unauthorised examinations, were 
earned on extensively; many hands being employed in the work. The 
most guilty had either fled or taken the benefit of the amnesty, to which 
some respect was paid at first. Great numbers were dismissed, both of 
the innocent and guilty, the latter generally being the most favored ; 
probably protected by their own insignificance. The Inspector, who acted 
as the prosecuting or injured party, had acquired, from the fortuitous cir- 
cumstances in which he was placed, an immense power over his fellow- 
oitiaens, which, without extravagance, might be compared to the revolu- 
tionary tribunals of France, under the control of Gouthon and St. Just, 
differing only in degree of atrocity. It is terrible to reflect on the posses- 
sion of snoh power in any man } especially if he be naturally vindictive, 
and has antipathies to gratify. Having made some extraets from Find- 
ley, some will also be given f^m the other eotemporary writer, Mr. Brack - 
enridge, hearing on this subject. 

''It may seem to reflect on the judidary, to have it supposed that 
they would give so facile an ear to Qeneral Neville as may seem to be 
ittriouated. Let it be considered, that they would find, in the course 
of their examination, that even at the burning of the house of the In- 
spector there were persons who had been under the impulse of fear for 
themselves, and were carried there by constraint. But more especially 
at Braddook's Field, many were present under compulsioa ; and through 
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th* mna in geacnl, maoy mm obliged to sppow wliat IImj worn nofc. 
The fpio ammo, therefore^ mm to be determiMd, a good deal» ftom wbal 
b«d been known to be tbeir seattoientB and eondvot beretofoie. To wbom 
ooold this be referred better than to the Inspeetor of the revenne, who 

knew the people ? And this ^ve him unlimited influence in his represen- 
tations. I have no dispositiou to be dissuLisficd with the use the Inspector 
made uf thijs advantage, iii saving individuals. I wish I could equally 
excuse the use he made of it in punishing others ! I can only soften 
my censure by acknowledging, that so far as I have heard, he exer- 
cised favor in more iiistunees than jtrejudice. But in both instances he 
must be considered as having misled the judiciary. It would have been 
better to have declined his atteudaooe on the ezaminationa— to have been 
esoorted home to his honse, and have remained there; leaving the judi- 
eial investigation to an operation unbiassed by him, so as not only to 
avoid the influence of oj^ion, but the snspioion of it* But this is a 
delicacy the noble mind has from nature, or which a refined eduoatioB 
gives." 

The contrast between the manner in which the two ootemporary au* 
thoiB speak of the same transaction, is that of a refined mind and of a 
coarse and harsh nature ; the one cuts liko a sharp instrument, the other 

like a butcher's cleayer. The very apology for the Inspector, made by 
Mr. Biaokeuridge, is ten times more severe than the downright assault 
of Findley. Taken together, they represent a state of things which can 
scarcely ever occur again in this republic, and which the present exposi- 
tion may y>r)«sibly contribute to prevent. Mr. Brackenridge speaks of 
the judiciary in these curious examinations, when, in fact, the judiciary 
had very little to do with them ; or, at least, as only subordinate to the 
Siscretary of the Treasury, and his inferior officer, the Inspector. In the 
case of Mr. Brackenridge, as related by himself, this is fully displayed. 

After Mr. Brackenridge had escaped assassination, the cry among the 
arriving troops was, <<Hang him, hang him.'' The quarter-master had 
selected his house, being a large and oommodious one, for the aooommo- 
dation of General Lee ; but the unexpected meeting was an awkward onei, 
on both sides. Bdng a younger graduate, Lee had been under the tuition 
of the former at Prinoeton College. The General soon procured other 
quarters, as it wfuf a matter of delicacy, both for himself and a host who 
was denounced as the chief insurgent, and whom the army was eager to 
hang. Through Mr. Ross, he represented to J udge Peters his readiness 

* This is certakiuly a very mild riew of the case of Qeneral lieville. 
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to attend, ut any momcut when called upon, in order to avoid the mor- 
tification of an arrest; and the gentleman just named pledged himself 
to that effect. As arrests were nsoAlly made in the night, he lay on his 
couch, dressed and ready for the event. Anxiety of mind from this state 
of suspense, and a hitter sense of the injustioe to whioh he wai Buhjected 
bj the malignity of his enemies, hiooght on a retam of a nenrons affeo- 
tion which he had ezpeiienoed in early life from sevora api»lleation to 
stady. **1 had at tot/' aays he, *'feaced aflsasnnation; now I began to 
apprehend danger from a judiciary process. I looked forward to a trial 
before a jury in Philadelphia, heated with prejudice against me. Besides, 
the part I had been drawn in to act was so yaiions, and of sach a na- 
ture, that it would take a multitude of witnesses to explain the quo animo ; 
and the mere expense of a trial would ruin me. But what alarmed me 
still more, from a stroke that I received twenty years before, from leading 
a sedentary life — I am subject to a delinquency of nerves, especially when 
any thing strongly affects my mind j and I was afraid my feelings would 
kill me, under a sense of the arts that were practicing at^ainst me. I bore 
it with apparent fortitude, but my sensibility was greatly affected. Not 
that I was uncommonly afraid of death, but I regarded my memory for 
the sake of my family ; and was apprehensive that I might sink under it, 
and that it would be resolved into a consciousness of guilt, and not the 
pain whioh the ingenuous mind feels when it is wronged by the world. 

''I had heard all that I apprehended confirmed ^ that ihere was the 
strongest disposition with the judi<»aiy, and through all the branches of 
the assistant ezaminets, to find ground for arresting me. This was so 
strikingly observed by the country, that it quite restored me in their good 
opinion; and if the election had been to take place then, there would 
have been no question of my obtaining their suffrages. They were satis- 
fied they had wronged me, in supposing that I had stipulated an indem- 
nity for myself particularly ; or had made fair weather with the govern- 
ment by deserting them. I had nothing to fear from the body of the 
people; tliey would rather lean in my favor; but there were still enough 
of unprincipled persons that might be brought forward, or wlio would 
offer themselves in order to obtain favor. It was amusing to me to see 
the numbers of those passing themselves for friends of government, 
whom, during the insurrection, I had a great deal of trouble to keep 
down. They took their revenge now, and joined in the cry against 
Braokenridge. Some poor fellows did this to save themselves; I had 
given them leave to do it They came to me. with tears in their eyes, to 
consult whether they should go off or not, or stand a trial. The army had 
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then crossed the mountains. T directed them to contrive to let my 
* brother of the bar' * hear them eurse me, and say they had voted against 
me at the election j this would be carried to the ears of my adversaries, 
and they would be represented as friends of the gOTerament Thej did 
•0, and it had the effect. 

I will not saj that the Nevilles were nsoally capable of deliberately 
oontemplatiDg the putting me to death. The &ther is oatngeoosly 
passionate, but not vindietiTe or orael; the son is a man of good temper 
and humanity; but they labored under irremovable misoonoeptions, owing 
to a variety of oireamstanoes ; and their pride had also been wounded by 
aots of mine, which, at ihe time, I thought virtaons, and ^nk so still. 
I know well that the misoonoeption of the Nevilles had been in a great 
measure established by * my brother of the bar/ and that their rage had 
been fanned by his information. lie was now bus)' at the camp with 
General Neville. The General, who bad been the subject of the outrages, 
was there in the light of a private prosecutor; and in aid of the judiciary, 
was assisting in bringinw forward and interrogating witnesses. ' My 
brother of the bar' was busy in sounding and marshaling them; and if 
on ezatnination any thing was omitted, he took the General aside and 
gave him a bint of it; the General would then return to the chaise with 
fresh questions. This is the aoooant I have from witnesses, and gentle- 
men occasionally present. 

" When the matter was thought to be pretty well fixed against me in 
the ea^rte inquisition, the great and oonoluding stroke was to be giyen. 
A treasonable letter of mine, addzoBsed to a certain Bradford, had fidlen 
into the hands of my advemries. ' It was dark and mysterious, and re- 
spected certain papers, a duplicate of which I wished him .to send me, 

* The ''brother of the bar" here alluded to, was Oeneral John Woods, between 
whom and Mr. Biaekenridge there existed a mortal feod, gvowiag oat of profoe- 

donal and political rivalry, such as often exists in this republic between men 
equally honorable and high-minded. He is not named, from delicacy to his bro- 
ther-in-law, Mr, Ross, who was a friend of Mr. Brackenridge. Gen. Woods wae 
the profej»sional adviser of tlie Nevilles, and was thought by Mr. Brackenridge tO 
have mingled personal enmity with the service of his client, the Inspector; and to 
have employed his talents, which were of a high order, ungenerously against him. 
He speaks of him with much more asperity than of the NeviUes ; perhaps from 
the oircamstaaoe Jiut mentioned, and regarding him as a '*foenian more wonbj of 
his steeL" Qen. Woods was absent during the distnrbaiioea, and returaed in eom- 
pany with NoTiUe; that absenoe he regarded as an additional reason why Oen. 
Woods ihonld take no part against him. In Ibet, although the Nerilloa were the 
prinelpals in the designs against hlnk, thej stood oi^y seoond in his resentment. 
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havins; mislaid the first copy; that these were so essential I could not 
OQ with the bualDeas withoat them. This letter was now produced. 
'What do you make of this?* said Secretary Hamilton to James RosSy 
who was pTMont; 'yoa have averred, as yonr opinion, that Brackenridge 
has had no oomspondenoe with Bradford ; look at that^-ls it not the 
handwriting of Braekenridge V ' It is the handwriting/ said Boss, pans* 
ing a moment, ' and there is only this small matter ohservahle, that it is 
addressed to WiUiam Bradfbrd, Attorney General of the United States.'* 
" When a blast transrene takes a shallop on the river and throws her 
on her beam ends, with all her sail set ; or, when a son^ of wind takes the 
standing com of the fanner, and on the field bows the stalk to the earth, 
so languished * my brother of the bar/ The old General stood motionless 
and speechless, and to this hour had been standing, had not Secretary 
Hamilton broke silence. * Gentlemen/ said he^ 'you are too fast; this 
will not do/ 

The late circumstance had weakened the credit of the prosecution ; 
and all things considered, especially when James Ross was examined, it 
began to be doubted whether it would be for the honor of the governmeni 
to prosecute me. However, the oase remained open for farther testimony. 

" Charles Smith, son-in-law to eommissioner Yeates, one of the assistant 
ezaminersi with the judges, had come to town and said to a person/ who 
oommnnicated it to me, that my arrest was eertain ; that he was aston- 
ished that I was stOl in Pittsbuiigh! Had I no regard for my life? 
That others also, who had no apprehension, were in a like predioament; 
and that thirty-six hours would make a great differenoe in Pittsbnigh. 
Thought I, my adverBaries hare been more suoeessfol in marshaling the 
presumption of guilt in my ease than I had oonenyed. I take it for 
granted that I shall be arrested beyond question, now. Howeyer, I had 
oomposed my mind a good deal by this time, and thought I had fortitude 
to bear all they could accomplish ; and if there was any chance of justioO 
at all, I would finally triumph over them. 

"Notwithstandingit was known that I remained in Pittsburgh, yet it might 
be supposed that, as danger approached I might become more alarmed, and 
abscond, if direction was given to take me in the day-time ; and for that rea- 
son, and because it would gratify my enemies to accumulate humiliations 
upon me, I counted upon being arrested in the night. I therefore lay on 
a oouoh, without undressing, ready at a moment to obey the mandate and 

* It had b6€lki pieked 19 by the aame hoajAhAj who made the diaooTeiy that he 
bad not sigaed the amnesty on the day— a faet whiok had already been eommnal* 
oated by letter to Hamilton, at Bedford. See the posthamoos letter reteed to. 
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go with the guard that sliould call for me. I lay two nights in this luau- 
ner, not sleeping muoh, but consoling myself with reading some of the 
lives of Plutarch. Reading that of Solon, I meditated upon his laws, 
making it death for a citizen, in a civil tumult, not to take part j for by 
taking part on the one side or the other, the moderate citizens will be di- 
vided, and mixing with the violent, will correct the fary on both sides until 
an accommodaUon oan be brought about.'*' It was on that prinoiple I had 
aided in the inraneotion, and bj aaaming to be of the inmirgents, had 
aoBtribatad to noften all their measures, and finally proT«Bt a civil war. 
But I saw that the law of Solon would apply odIj to a small lepablie 
where the nodefate men were knowa to eaoh other, and ooold ezplata 
ihenselves in the oouiae of the negotiation. I had been treading npos 
ihe edge of a preolptoe, making an experiment extremely dangeions to 
myself. My intentions were kodable, but my coodaot haiardona. It is 
true, I had embarked In the business, in the first instanee, at the request 

♦N. B. Craig assumes the office, without the qualifications of the literary critic, 
on this passage, and accuses Mr. Brackenridge of misquoting the law of Solon ! 
The learned Ihebun miatakea the gloss, or commentary of Plutarch, for the law of 
Solon, or rather coofoands them together. The words of Solon are, that m ease of 
moQ dMMMioey he shall be regarded at M/amoHV teho ehall rem^ neutroL These 
wordf are oorreeily given by Mr. Brackenridge* but with his own oonunentary, 
which corresponds with that of Anlns Gellins and other writers; "that the wise 
and jnst, as well as the envious and wicked, being obliged to take come ride, mat- 
ten were more easily accommodated." The gloss of Platareh which has been 
miataken for the law, is, that in thus taking sides, the right may prevail. Now, it 
is not alwavB the strongest party that is in the right, but it is usually that party 
which prerailfl. Solon gives no reason for his law, but we i^d the true one in 
Dante: 

Dpgli angoli, che non furon rebelli 
Ni for fiideli a dio, ma por se furou. 

That caitiff crowd 
Of the angeU, who neiUier rebelled, 
Karftlfliftil ilood~««m of Mil skM. 

The law of Solon was directed against the seljish neutral; against him who stood 
by and saw his country rent by civil war, watching the opportunity to benefit by 
the miiifortunes of both parties, while by his interference he might hate mad^ 
peace. This is Mr. Braokenridge'a appUeaHoa of the law ef Solon. He had aeted 
v^on, it, and only involved himself in setions difltonlties in eoaseqnence, and 
faining the enmity of both parties. For that reasw, he declared that if the 
same were to be acted over agiun, he would not follow the law of Solon, but leave 
the parties to settle thefar own difliweaoes. Bat tUs was the language of chagrin — 
he had acted according to the geaerovs impulse of his natore^ and in all probft- 
hiUtj, aadev sisukv cironmstBaeo^ he would act so agalB. 
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of % poblie officer; and ihroiigh ibo whole soene wm m oonfidoDce iritk 
men who would not only be nneaepeotod, b«t had the eon i d y ee oC the 
government, fint I wu at a gnat distanee from the aeat of goremmenty 
and not in diieet oonunnnleetion with thoae at the head of it; eo tiiat I 
waa at the mefoy of othera. Now, if I ahonld be placed again in aimikr 
oironmstanoee, I will not aet on the prineiple of Solon'a Ww. Let people 
that are to be expelled by roTolntionary yiolenoe get out of the oonntiy. 
the best way they can, or ran the risk of being put to death ; and let the 
executive and insurgents settle their own negotiations j I will have noth- 
ing to do with them." 

These reflections of Mr. Brackenridge were the result of chagrin and 
a sense of injustice. He had rendered the most important services; 
saved the town from destruction, and at the same time the whole western 
counties from the horrors of civil war; perhaps the confederuc}' itself 
from a fatal wound. To meet the reward of a criminal foe all this^ waiy . 
no donbty meet trying ; but following the impulie of a generous nature, 
the presnmption is, that if the aame thing were to occur again, he would 
meet the aune risk in the oaaae of homani^ and paftriotiaB. 

Hie expected amat eame at length in the fonn of a sabpona to teatify 
befoKO Judge Petera 1 He aooovdingly attended, and was lefened by him 
to Seeretaiy Hamilton. The aeeonnt of thia examination will be giren 
in the worde of Mr. Biackenridgei being moie iieah and graphic than 
any in which it ooold be conreyed by another. 

It 18) moreover, important, as it relates to one who waa stigmstiied ae 
the chief actor in the so-called insurrection, bat whose efforts had heen 
directed to arrest it in its very commencement, and bj whose talentd and 
address it was finally suppressed. Conscious not only of innocence, but 
of his important services, it was most painful to be thus, even for a time, 
placed on the rank by falsp. and js^roundless suspicions. 

I was received by Mr. Hamilton with that countenance which a man 
will have when he sees a person with regard to whom hi.s huuiauity and 
his sense of justice straggle ; be would h&ye him saved, but is afraid he 
muFt be hanged; waa willing to treat me with civility, but was embar- 
naaed with a aenee that in a ahort time I mnat probably eland in the pre^ 
dieament of % oolprit, and be pot in inma. He began by aeking aome 
general qneatione with leg^ to any ayateal or plan, within my knowledge^ 
of orerthiowing the government. I had known nothing of the kind. 
Alter a number of genenl qneationa, to which I had to anawer in the 
negative, I proposed to put an end to that, by giving a narrative of every* 
thing I did know. It was agreed, and he began to writer I gare Urn 
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the oiitUn«8 of tbe nsmliTel have given in this publication; nntil I came 
to that particular where, after the burning of Neville's house, I repre- 
sented the people as calling on Bradford and Marshall to come forward 
and support what had been done, under the pain of being treated as Nev- 
ille himself had been. At this the Secretary laid down his pen and ad- 
dressed himself to me : ' Mr. Brackenridge/ said he, 'I observe one leading 
trait in your account ; a disposition to excuse the principal actors ; and 
before we go farther^ I must be ouidid, and inform joa of the delicate 
situation in which you stand ; you are not withia the amnoBlpy; you have 
not signed upon the day, a thing we did not know until we oame upon the 
gponnd, I mean into the western oonntry; nnd though the gownment may 
not he dispoeed to piooeed. xigoiomly, yet it has yon in its power, and it 
will depend upon the enndor of yonr aoooont what your &te will be.' My 
answer was, I am not within the amnesty, and am sensible of the extent 
of the power of the government; hut were the nanative to begin again, 
I would not ehange a single word." It is diffionlt to find language to ex- 
press the sense of snrprise, in all men of right feeling at saoh an ap- 
peal ! The praotioe of sneh methods, in this instance, (and in the oth- 
ers on the authority of Findley,) cannot be read without indignation at 
the present day. Testimony obtained in such a manner would be scouted 
with abhorrence by a court of justice, under the free common law adapt- 
ed to a republican government. The reply of Mr. Brackenridge must, 
in every rightly constituted mind, place him infinitely above the exam- 
iner in point of dignity and elevation of character. What was it on the 
part of the Secretary, but holding out the inducement to commit peijnryi 
as the means of saving the witness' life 't It must be admitted, however, 
that with this exception, the conduct of the Secretary, on this partiookr 
oeossloni was higlily honorable to him, and snoh as might have been ex* 
peeked from a man of his great talenta and high fnnotions. 

<* Having passed thiongh the eireomscaneee of the Marshal and Nov* 
ille being privy to my giving my opinion ^to Bkok and Hamilton on the 
eflfoot of the writ of snhposna to delinqaent distiilers, and Neville re- 
questing me to go to the Mingo meeting, my examination was adjourned, 
Mr. Hamilton being oalled upon to dinner; and I was desired to attend 
in the afternoon. At three o'clock 1 returned to my examination ; Mr. 
HumiUou entering the room wiiere X waited for him, appeared to have 
been reflecting, and said, 'Mr. Brackenridge, your conduct has been hor- 
ribly misrepresented.' 1 saw that he never before heard the least of my 
being solicited by Neville the younger to go to the meeting at Mingo 
Cre^ but having just dined in company with him at the house of Ma- 
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jor Craigy mh&n I wis then ezamined, he bad aaked Neville, and he ao- 
koowledged it. This last is oonjeeture/' 

There oan be. no doubt of the &et, aioee it was not detued b j Neville at 
the time of the publieation of the Inoidento." Neville ironld not deny the 
ftot of Mr. Bfaekenridge attending the meeting at hie iBatanoe, when the 
question was directly put; but where was his pledge to Mr. Brackenridge, to 
make known the motive for hia going there ? He must have known that 
the going to the meeting was used as one of the most serious circum- 
stances against Mr. Brackenridge, by his father and Major Craig. The 
Secretary must have been struck with this want of good faith, even as 
respected himself, and the indiscreet zeal of the connection must have 
deeply affected him ; his pride was wounded at the idea of being made 
the mere instrument to gratify the hatred of these peisons. The eon- 
tinned round of dinners, and the incessant abuse of the eonneotion against 
particular individuals, mast have become nauseating to sueh a man as 
Hamilton, henee his ezelamation, ''Mr. Biaokenridge,.yoar oonduot has 
been horribly misrepiesented." And by whom 7 Of course by the Nev- 
ille eonneetion. 

"I went on to give an aeeoont of the Mingo Creek meeting. The 
Seeretary appeared not satisfied. 'Mr. Brsekenridge/ said he, <yoa must 
know we have testimony extremely unfavorable to you, of speeohes made 
at that meeting; in particular your ridiculing the Exeeutive.' I saw 

that some fool had misunderstood^ and had been giving an account of 
what I had deduced from the lenity of the l'rec>ident in the ease of the 
Presq' Isle establishment, and my introducing General Knox and Corn- 
planter making speeches. I was extremely hurt to think, that after I 
had been called upon, in the manner I was, to go forward on that occasion, 
(the Mingo meeting,) X should be at the mercy of the accounts of persons 
who did not understand me, and obliged to answer for the pleasantry I 
had found neoessary to use to secure attention to what I had further tp 
say. My answer was— Five persons were chosen to go with me to that 
meeting, for the express purpose of bearing testimony of what I should 
say; let these be culled. It wss the express condition with Od. Neville, 
that I consented to go at all. Is it reasonable that I should be at the 
mercy or prejudice of ignorant individuals, or their voluntaiy misrepre- 
sentations? He was silent. I went on to give an account of the town 
meeting at Pittsburgh. I stated it, as moved by me, that we should 
march and pretend to join the people at Braddock'a Field. I saw the 
Secretary pause at this, and sink into deep reflection. It staggered him. 
Was it any more, said I, than what lUohard the Second did, when a mob 
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of oM kvndnd thonnad men wm tflMiiibM si Bkekbeatb? The 
ytmng prinoe addtOBsed them, put himself at Iheir bead, and said, * What 
do yra waol, genHemen t I will lead yon on.' 

" My nanatave now oontinued. After floine tame the Seeretaij ob- 
serted, 'My bi e aet begins to aobe— we will stop to-night; we will lusume 
to-morrow at nine o'dook.' I wis at a loes to know whether his breast 
ached for my sake, or from the writing ; but disposed to can^truc every 
thiog unfayorably, I supposed it was for my sake, and that he saw I 
must be arrested. 

"Waiting on the Secretary at nine o'clock, ray examination was re- 
sumed. In the course of the narrative, his countennnco beo'an to bri'jhten, 
and havint:^ tinished the history, there was an end. 'Mr. Brackenridge/ 
said he, ^ia the course of yesterday I had uneaqr feelings, I was concerned 
fyt you as a man of talents ; my impfessions were unfaTorable ; yon may 
have observed it. I now think it my duty to inform you, that not a 
single one remains. Had we listened to some people, I know not what 
we might have done. Theie is a side to your aoeonnt; your oondnet hss 
been hombly misieprssentedi owing to misconception. I will announce 
yon in this point of view to GoTemor Lee, who represents the Kzecattve. 
Ton are ia DO personal danger, you will not be tmbled even with a 
simple inquisition by the judge; what may be due to yourself with the 
public, is another question.' 

**In so delicate a case, where life had been sought by insidious men ; 
and when, what I felt with mure sensibility, my hopes of estimation in 
the world were likely to be blasted, at least for a time, it may easily be 
supposed that not a word escaped mo, or will ever be forgotten. 

** My sensibility had been greatly wounded when I waited on Judge 
Peters with the narrative to si<:rn, as directed by Mr. Hamilton ; it was 
with difficulty 1 could write my name hve times to the five different sheets 
of paper, of which my narrative consisted. I returned to my house with 
different feelings from those I had for a long time beforo." 

The author cannot refrain from noticing in this place a singular proof of 
the coaiseneiB of the desoendant^ in his allusion to the oixeumstaoee of 
Mr. Braokenridge haying been required to sign each of the five separste 
sheets^ as an endenoe that he was **8w^ a rtguef" that he oould not be 
trusted with one signature to the whole ! Is this the ignorance of the 
deseendanty or is it a vulgar appeal to the ignorance of others? In his 
allusion to the inf md^ of the signer, whose head trembled— 4he effect of 
a nervous disease, increased on the present occasion by intense anxiety of 
mind — there i6 a want of delicacy of feeling which might be expected of 
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a New ZeaUod wv&ge, bat is iodeed aftoaisiung in our state of civilisa- 
tion. 

As soon as the acquittal of Mr. Brackenridge became known, it gave .- 
great satisfaction to the public. His popularity with them was entirely 
restored. His persecution by the oonoeotioii bad convinced the people of 
.the iajuitioe they had done him in supposing he had been bribed by the 
goTerament. They now saw hie iMmdnot in its true light, as stated by 
llr. Pnmaoeei that it is, <'to indnoe the people to robmii to the iawp, 
•od the goyenunent to grant an •mnesty for the past/' The old Genenl 
(Ifeville) mm enraged. ^'Bndbenridge/' said he, <*]8 the most artfvl 
fellow on Qod Almighty's earth. He put his finger in Testes' eye— 4n 
Boss' eye — and now in Hamilton's eye. He is the most artftd fellow on 
Qod Almighty's earth." 

The foUovring is the notice of this acquittal, by Findley : Mr. Brack- 
enridge had conducted with such address, in a situation which ren- 
dered it necessary for him to temporize, that he knew he was in no danger 

• from the usual mode of procees ; but he also knew that the power of the 
government convoyed another idea.* He had observed the innocent and the 
guilty, indiscriminately, in many instances in the West, subjected to unusual 
sufferings and insults, by the power of government. If such powerful ad* 
dresses were made to the hopes and fears of Mr. Brackenzidge, who from 
his piofessioQ was able to judge of his situation, what may we not expect 
was done with sveh ignorant people as did not know what part of their 
conduot or ezpreasions might be deemed oriminal. • It is obserTahle, thai 
though the B«bpcsn» for Mr. Braekeniidge eune from Judge Peters, yet 
the ezaminatioiiB wnre eondneted, and the tenm, ko. dispensed^ by the 
Seeretaiyl" 

Mr. Braokenridge, at least, had no reason to eomjj^ain of Hamiltoh» and 
although diffining firom him in poHttos, always spoke of Um personally 
with respect. He had done him justice, which he did not expect, consid- 
ering the prepos8ec>i»ion and the influences brought to bear against him. 
To obtain bare justice, or rather to escape injustice, was something to be 
grateful for in such times; but that gratitude is not required by any gen- 
erosity of sentiment to be carried beyond him.self. This was a different 
case from his escape from assassination ; he felt no gratitude, nor was 
there any due to those who saved him, as it were, from their own servants^ 

• for whose, acts they would be responaible. 

Mr. Craig affects to entertain some doubts as to the .4etsils of the ex- 

• Findley had not eeftelcBt wagnariml^, or juatioc^ to assribe tiiis aoqvittal lo 
- iiinofleiHW^ bnt reiarJed it as the rtwdt at mma^m m t m A$j»mi ^ n MMe f ff ii j iw/ 
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amioation of Mr, Brackenridge ; on what ground? On the technical 
g^mnd of exparte evidence ; there was no one pnaani IhU Hamilton and 
luntelf I He ufpmu ool to know the differenee beipecu hittorieal evi- 
dtBM tnd the narrow rules of conrta under the oommoo kw, intMided to 
shut osl £alsehood8, hut which more fipaqneatlj shot oat inith. He Mje 
it ie expmrie erideoee. But this does not mean endenee of tlio peitjry 
iKudi ieoflenreeeiTedinooDvtoof jnetiee; but where oontDedezehiBiYely 
to thehmetof thewitneMyUid thmeoustenopgeeibOityof oootndietioBy 
•od giren without notioe to entble othen to ooiitndiet him. Here there 
wee ample notioe— the appeal WM to the bar of pabEo opimon; the fteto 
pabBshed in the preeenee of the pertiee inteieeted to eontroreit; the per- 
eon named with whom the transaction took place. There was also a for- 
mal cLallcn^'e to deny the facts of the "Incidents, ' generally. How 
easy wonld it have been to have addressed a letter to HamikoD, calling 
on him to contradict the statements; if not true ? The Nevilles were im- 
plicated in what was said by Hamilton—- to them alone could he have re- 
ferred, when he said, "had we listened to some people, &c. They were 
silent. Can we admit the wretched excuse of the descendant, that Col. 
NoTille was too indolent, and the others of the oonnection not competent? 
No attempt was made to deny the fact of the acquittal, and it was a sub- 
jeot of eommon conversation at the time, and the whole probably repeated 
belbro the pnblioation a yaar afterwaid in a book. Hamilton was still 
living; why, I repeat, was there no i^peal taken ? The sobjeet will not 
bear a moment's oonsidefation. 

Craig again asksi why was not the doooment allnded to (his examina- 
tion,) prodnoed by Mr. Braekenridge f This is an onfbrtnnate qnestion, 
for Craig. Ko copy was retained, as is evident from the cinramstanees ; 
the five sheets, or twenty-five pages, having been immediately deliTored 
to Judge Peters, and therefore in the hands of the government. But the 
(jUGBtiou may be turned against him. Why was it uever brought forth by 
the friends of the government ? A very plausible reason for this may be 
given. It contained a statement of the leading facts of the insurrection, 
so entirely convincing to Hamilton, that it produced an entire change in his 
mind; but it exhibited a view of the whole aflair entirely different from 
that which the government agents had presented to the public, and if it 
oonTinoed Hamilton, it might have oonvinced othen ; and here was a 
rsason for its suppression, which was not in the power of Mr. Braoken- * 
xtdge to do, as he did not retain the document. 

U Judge Wilkinson is good authority in &Tor of the NeviUes, his evi- 
dence is not to be rejeoted when he speaks of the condnet of the goveni- 
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ment agents who oaine lo sappress the iDsurreotion. He speaks of the 
"star chamber" proceedings in the "inquisitorial court," opened by 
General Hamilton, and of "informers infloenced by prejudice or malice." 
He relates that "a lieatenant of the army, while it was halting at Pitts* 
burgh, Tinted his unole in the noinil^, and aooompanied him to a husking 
party, where, on vang the term rebel as applicable to the citiiens gen- 
; erally, he was rebnked by a respectable old man of the party. The officer 
replied insolently, upon which a yonng man (for young men in that day 
always felt bound to protect the aged,) interposed, s^d wonld haye beaten 
him with deserved seTCiify, had not my fkther begged him off. The officer 
returned to Pittsborgh, and the next day both of those who had offended 
him at the husking were arrested. The young man found friends who 
procured his liberation, but the old man, notwithstanding efforts wer« 
made for his release, was carried to Philadelphia and imprisoned for 
more than six months^ without trial.' ^ There is no reason to question this 
fact, and others of frequent occurrence ; but Jud<z;e Wilkinson, the eulo- 
gist of the Neville connection, does not appear to be aware of the quarter 
on which his censure would fall — not merely on General Qamilton, bat 
also on the " general plaintiff " in the oatiages committed. 
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THB MILITARY ARRKSTS, AND ATROCIOUS TRT ATMENT OF TDK rEOPIF — THK DREAD- 
fUL BiaXlX — WiIHJ>AAWAL OV TUB ASMX — XUM MHl> 01 TUl IliSD&aSOTiOV. 

The anny of the western expedition, as it was called, liad been tvbuut 
ten days enoamped in two or three divisions in the West, while no symp- 
tom of disaffection was discernible, much less any embodied force; on 
the contrary, every disposntion was manifested by the mafristrates.and. the 
people to comply with the wiehes of the military, as well as of the ac- 
companying United States civil authorities. The judges of Westmor»- 
laDd county, Genml Jnok and othera, wiited on them, and offered their 
service to iasoe proo€08 aad arrest any persons that might be designated. 
Their services were not accepted; and they were diMuaeed in a nmj 
whieh indioated that other and more sommary modes of proceeding were 
in contemplation. Of tliiB, the details of the last cliapter will have given 
some idea. The militaij and civil inquests being completed, it was now 
determinedi once Ibr all, to strike a blow that would be felt through the 
whole of society in these counties, and be long remembered, like the 
militaiy ohastenings of Glaverhouse, in crushing the unruly spirit of the 
Highland Scotch. 

It will appear by the letter of instruction to General Lee, that the 
military force was to act where it met with combinations or individuals 
in arms agaimt the yovernment, or when called to assist the civil author- 
ity." These orders were utterly disregarded. There was no resistance, 
either to the military or civil authority j it was the duty of the army, 
therefore, to remain passive, and confine its operations to its camps. The 
words of the order are so distinct and clear, that it ia impossible to mis- 
take them. <*Ihe objects of the military force are two-fold; to overawe 
any armed opposition that may exist, and to countenance and support 
the civil ofiioeis in the means of executing their offices.'' And again, 
''Ton an to preserve discipline amongst the troops; particularly a 
scrupnloiis regard to the rights of persons and properly, and a respect for 
the authori^ of the dvil magistrate; taking especial care to inculcate 
and canse to be obeetved this principle : that the duties of the army are 
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oonfined to attaokiog and sabduing of armed cpponenii to the laws, and 
to rapporting and aiding of the civil officers in the ezooation of ibeir 
ftmetioDS." It is not pretended tliat a single man was found in arms in 
opposition to the gorerament; wbefe, then, was the jnstifiostion of the 
militaiy anests and military agenoy in the pioseoatbn of those all^d to 
be amenaUe to the hw for offenses oommitted dnring the distnibanoes or 
liolB whioh had oocmed 1 

We shall heio present the ofden of General Lee^ addressed to Qeneral 
IrTine, nnder whieh the arrests were made ; and he that reads an aeoonnt 
of them for the first time, cannot do so witbont astonishment and indig- 
nation. Never since there was a government in these States, was there 
anything witnessed so disgraceful us the proceedings under these orders 
which we are about to relate. Such orders are a stain on the history of 
our own country. Although General Lee is admitted to have acted, so far 
as he was personally concerned in the particular cases, in an unexception- 
able manner, and General Irvine, to whom the orders were directed, in a 
manned worthy of praise ; yet the execution of the orders from their 
nature woold neoessarily be intrusted to inferior and subaltern officers, 
and to expect them to be executed without abuse, was against all prob* 
ability. The responsibility of issoing them, must, therefore, rest on their 
anthor, whoever he may be. 

' ** HaAD-QuABTBas, wmtA Pabkivboh's FaaaT, ) 

NoTember 9th, 17d4. i 
** Sir : — From the delays and danger of eseapes wbleh' attead tiie present situa- 
tion of jadiciaryinyestigatioBa to establish prolhaiaary prooesBes against offenders, 

it is deemed advisable to proceed in a summfiry manner, in thp most disaffected 
scenes, against those who have notoriously committed treasouahle acts; that is* 
to employ the military for the purpose of apprehending and brin;^ing such persons 
before the Judge of the distriet, to be by Mm examined and dealt with according 
to law. 

** To you ia eonoaitted the execution of tlua otyeet witbia that part of AUagheny 
oouaty to wbioh you are adTanciug. 

" As a gaide to yon, you have herewith a list of persons (No. 1,) who haTo eom- 
plied with the terms offered bj the Commissioners of the United States, are eD> 
titled to an exemption from arrest and punishment, and who are therefore net 
to be meddled with. You have also a list, (No. 2, ) who, it is understood on good 
grounds, have oooQmitted aots of treason; and who may therefore be safely appre- 
hended. 

"Besides these you may, in the course of your operational, receive satisfactory 
information of others who have committed like acts, and ^houi, in that case, you 
will also cause to be apprehended. The acts alluded to are the following: 1st. The 
filing upon, imprisoning, or intermpting in the oonrso of his duty, the Marshal of 
tha Distrlat 2d. 1%e two attaeka on the hoase of John Neville, Esq., Inspeetor of 
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the Revenue. 3d. The aBsembliiiR, or aiding the assembling, of an army at Brad- 
dock's Field, in the county of Allegheny, on the Ist of Angust last. 4th. The assem- 
bling and acting as delegates at the meeting at Parkinson's Ferry, which began on the 
14th of the same mouth. 5th. The meeting at Muigo Creek lueeting-house, termed a 
soeietj — sometiinea a congreta. 6tii. Tkb d«8lnietion of properi y and the «qpnilaiott 
of persons, at and firom the town of nttsbargh. Tth. The interraption end plnnder^ 
ing of the pabUe mall ; and the ii^vries to the henses and violenee to the persons of 
Bo^amin Wells, John Webster and PUlip Regen, offiosn of the rerenne. Stfa. The 
planting of Hsj pdes, impudently called Uber^ poles, with the InlenMoa to counte- 
naoce and cooperate in the insurrection. You will carefollj direct yonr inquiries to- 
ward civil and military officers, who have been extensively concerned in the enormities 
committed; it being their special duty to have prohibited, by their exertions, every 
species of enormity. But iu the apprehension of persons not named in the list, 
(No. 2,) you will use great circumspection to embrace none but real offenders ; 
nor will you be too promiscuous or too general. The persons apprehended ought 
to be leading or influential characters, or particularly Tiolent. You will find a 
list» (No. 8 ; ) this paper compreheiMlB nitneeses. The individnals are to be brought 
forward end treated es snoh. 

** Direst all who may be apprehended by yon to be eonnyed to yonr eainp, nntll 
ftirther orders. Send off your pwrties of horse, with good guides, and at snoh a 
period as to make the surprises, bowevw distant, or near, at the same moment, or 
intelligence will precede them, and some of the culprits will escape. I presun^e 
the proper hour will be at daybreak on Thursday morning, and hare therefore de* 
sired the operation to be then jierformed, in every quarter. 

«* I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

^Signed) Henry Lee. 

" LiBt No. 1, mentioned in this letter, is in the possssstMi of OoTomor HoweU, 

and will be sent to you, if required. Wait not for it. 

" List No. 8 is not to be expected, as no witnesses are to be summoned for the 
district for which jou act." 

It appears that No. 1, containing the names of those who were enti- 
tled to the benefit of the amnesty, was never delivered. This was also 
the case with No. 3, containing the names of those who were to be ar- 
rested as witnesses, but many of these were embraced in No. 2, so that 
DO diflference was made in their favor. The order was directed to General 
Irvine, who of course re-issued the .same orders in circulars to the infe- 
rior officers, who were to execute them. The conduct of the Qeneml was 
perhape military, and all agree that wherever he had any personal agency 
he acted with humanity, but he would have been entitled to still higher 
piaise if he had taken the responsihility of disobeying saoh an extiaor- 
dioaiy and illegal order. 

It was ihvs left to the discretion of some Bnbaltoni or iaforior offioer^ 
ignorant, and of brutal paaaiomf, as the oaae might be, to oommit the 
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grossest violations of the rights of the citizen. At his pleasure, the do- 
mestio sanctaary was to be violated in the dead hour of the night, with- 
out any other warrant but the sword ; men were to be torn from theiir 
beds and distracted families for suspected offenses; some of these offenses 
being merely politioel, or no offenses at all, and many of them merely as 
witnesses ! Svery man's hoose^ in oontemplation of law, is bis oastle^ and 
wben thus ioYaded lie baa as mnob a right to defend it against lawless 
bands of soldien, as against tbe ferodons savages. He would bave been 
as justifiable in shooting tbe assailants, and it is a wonderful proof to 
wbat degree tbe people were erosbed by snbmisdon, tbat no instanoe of 
tbe kind ooeorred. Tbe only ezonse for tbis prooeeding was, tbat tbe 
supposed culprits might otherwise escape ! Bat wbat Is this compared 
to the ten-fold outrage committed as:aiDat men presumed in law to be in- 
nocent, and many of them beyood question were so, or had signed the 
amnesty. The wretched excuse is an insult to the understanding of 
those to whom it is addressed. It is scarcely equaled by those acts in 
other parts of the world, which are held up by all modern historians for 
the execration of the just and wise. 

The special directioos from No. 1 to No. 8, instead of limiting this re^ 
Tolting discretionary power, confided to dragoons over tbe liberties, lives 
and domiciles of the western. people, tends to enlarge and aggravate it. 
One or two of those speoial cases deserve particdar notice. Those wbo 
attended tbe Ftoldnson meeting are mentioned as proper subjects of 
. anest. Kow tbis meeting of tbe dtisens bad for its object, witb those wbo 
originated and controlled it, to bring about a peaceable submission to tbe 
laws. Where was tbe offense in tbis unarmed assembly f It was even 
recognized by tbe President, in bis instructions to tbe commissioners, wbo 
were directed to open a oommunicalion witb it. If its membem were to 
be all treated alike, then the committee of conference which negotiated 
with the commissioners and exerted itself to bring about a Bubmission, 
was in the same manner liable, especially as it was composed of members 
of the Parkinson's Ferry meeting. The harmless assembly at Braddock's 
Field is also to be regarded as treasonable, although no act of treason was 
committed, unless that the mere assemblage, without inquiring into the 
quo animo of the mass or of individuals, is to be regarded as treason. 
The plantiDg liberty poles is also to be regarded as treasonable, and the 
dragoon is to be the judge in the first instance ! But the most singuhir of 
these instructions is tbe direction to seise on all civil and military offioens 
wbose duty it was to prevent the commission of these acts of outrage, 
because ibey fidled to do so, no matter wbetber it was in ibeir power or 
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not. If we reflect on the distance from the scenes where these nets were 
committed, to.other parts of the country, and the tact that they were not 
even beard of by the greater part of the in hub! tan ts un^ altervard^ Ibe 
duty required of tho civil and military officers is a very severe one, iO" 
deed. What would we think of applying this doctrine to the lioto whioh 
bave been committed since that day in tho amow limits of many of OOr 
towns and oitiea, and bold tbe BuguitniiM and poaoeful dtiMiui napoari* 
ble fat ibem ? Wby wera Dot tbo offioen and the wbolo amj bold reapon- 
able for tbe two murdom committed wbile it waa encamped at OaiUde? 
We are reminded of tbe Obineee idea of justice, wbeie tbe ovlpfit ia 
ordered to be put to a borrid deaib, witb ten of bla nearest lektionsi Ae 
tillage in wbiob they live to be bnmed to asbeS) and tbe inbabitaats driven 
out to starve ! Is it not astonishing to find such perversion of reason in our 
enlightened country? To pursue tbe subject further would be a prosti* 
tution of the reasoning faculty. 

From this brief review of the principles of action, we will proceed to 
the relation of the outniircs committed in pursuance of them. The 
principles are bad eiiouL'b, but their practical operation too atrocious for 
words to characterize with sufficient force ; in fact, the simple narrative 
goes far beyond any language of reprobation. He is a false historian, 
who would sknlk from the relation of sncb acts of iniquity, or attempt 
to gloss them orer by frothy excuses or equivocations. Tbe fdlowing is 
tbe general account given by Mr. Braekenridge : 

«Tbe IStb of November waa a 'dbxadtol right' throngb tbe 
western eonntry. Hundreds were anested } oiendem and witnesses to- 
getber. Tbongb ^Dieciions were ^ven to discriminate in tbetr treatment, 
it obnfd not always be done in tbe first iostanee. Men were tbrown into 
juil, kept in cold bams or ont-bonses, or tied baek to back in .oeOars. 
The officers, in some instances, behaved with mildness ; in otbers, witb 
wanton and unnecessary severity. A Captain Dun lap, of Philadelphia, is 
said to have conducted a number of prisoners from Washington to Pitta- 
burgh with humanity. A Capt. is said, on tho other hand, to 

have driven a number under his custody like cattle before him, at a trot, 
in muddy roads, through the Chartiers creek to the middle ; then im- 
pounded them in a wet stable, and insulted them, by ordering to be thrown 
into tbe manger dough and raw flesh to eat ! Passing to Washington 
some time affcerward, X examined the stables and collected these facts." 

The foregoing was derived from information; Uie eases wbieb oame 
under bis own observation were even more atrocioos : 

<<0f list No. 2, were personally known to me, Andrew Watson, Nonis 
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Morrison, Samuel M-Cord, John Hannah, William Amherson, William 
H. Beaumont, Alexander M'Nickle, Mordecai M'Donald, Martin Cooper 
and George Robinson. Of these, all had signed the amnesty except 
Gborge Robinson and Mordecai M'Donald.* And with regard to Robin- 
mm, I Dever heard a v^Ilable alleg«d| but on the contrary, he was a most 
imrtby, peaceable man, the ehief bnrgeflB of Pittsburgh. His not signing 
the paper of mibinission was omng to a mistake of pride, which had ex- 
isted with many, thinkiiig that it woold be h viftaal acknowledgment of 
hating done floinelhiiig wiDlkg in tiolatlon of the kwa.t NeTertheleM> 
ihflse were ftmsted on the night of the ISth of Norember^ all exeept 
M'Nioklo «nd Amh&ut»; the fa»t of whom had leoeited tome hint of 
it, and soirendered himtdf to the jndidaacy then sitting in his house. 
M'Nielde fimnd Cam, and by some divsetiott of General Irvine, w« 
pesnd over; Martin C)ooper, (a lame man,) was also passed over, and 
never knew that he was on the list of the proscribed until I showed him 
the list some time afterward. | Nothing could be a greater proof to me of 
favoritism and prejudice, than the forming this list, and the management 
r^pecting it. Jeremiah Stnrgeon had been arrested as the person intend- 
ed under the name of Alexander Sturgeon. I will now assume four of these, 
Andrew Watson, William H. Beaumont, Jeremiah Sturgeon and George 
Bobinson—- than whom, I will pledge myself, there are not four less sn»> 
pected penons, mnoh lees offending men, in the whole town of Pittsburgh. 
With regard to the others,, there had been allegations with respect to 
ndsing a liberty pole ; bot as to the greater part of than, §omd afterward 
to be groundless. Andrew Watsoo was my ndghbor, one of the most 
worthy men on eefth, and a person who hnd snflered as mnoh tmeasinesi 
ftom the distnrbatioe as any maa ooold do ; he had demeaned himself in 
the most nnezoeptionable manner. Of Jerenriah Stnrgeon, ono of our 
most nnoffitnding men, and Qeotgo BoUnson, I have already spoken. 
They were lit^ known out of ihe town of Pittsburgh ; and it most haive 

* Besides these, there were in the list for Fittsborgb, Alexaaiifr Sturgeon, James 
Hud tor and Henry Parker. 

-j- lie had accompanied Mr. Brackenridge to the Mingo Creek meeting, at the 
special request of Nerille. It seems by the order already cited under the fifth 
head, that this was an offense, if it does not relate to the members of the olab or 
society, which met at that place, which seems probable. A oarioas cause for 
either a mOitaiy or dtii aireitl 

I It was asked, with a show of indignation, how did Mr. Biaokeoridge obtain 
the lists ! It natters not, their gandneDeis was not qneettoned. Its piAlioatloa 
was said to hate dispUeeed tami Ir t in e e thers bad better gronod to be dis- 
pleased. 
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bMn from thenoe tliat any information against them could have come.* 
They were dragged out of tbdir beds at two o'clock in the mornings. _but 
partly dressed ; obliged to march, some of them without putting on their 
shoes, thus dragged away amid the cries of children and the tears of 
mothers; treated with language of the most insulting opprohium, "by 
those apprehending them ; driven before a troop of horse at a trot," 
through muddy roads j seven miiea from Pittfiborgh, impouudfid in a pea 
on the wet soil. The guard baying them, and asking them how t^ey' 
would like to be haaged ; some offexing a dollar to have the privilege of 
shooting at them; oarried thence four milee toward the town; oJ^Uged 
to^Ue all night on ihe wet earth, withmU eorefiiigi^ under a msgiBanjoi 
mm, deet and snows; diixaiLfiKtm.the fin with b^nets, when souhl.. 
of theni| peEishing^ had eiawled, endesToring to be nnseen^ toward it; 
nest daj impounded in a waste house, and detained there fiye days^ theoT • 
lemoyed to a newlj built and damp room, without fire, in the garrison at^ 
Pittsburgh ; at the end of (en days brought befeie the judiciary, anjf 
nothing appearing against them— discharged I" 

It is painful to contemplate such acts under any form of government, 
and especially under free institutions. It appears that some of the citi- 
zens who had most exerted themselves in support of the laws, and had 
made great efforts to bring the people to submission by persuasion, were 
the victims of this dragoonade. As there was no force at the time to 
put down the disorderly, no standing armies as in despotic countries, if 
good citizens were thus rowarded, who will, hereafter, exert themselves 
on such occasions? The effect must be most pemioions. Aocording 
to Dr. Moor, in the despotic aristooiaey of Venice it was a crime for the 
eitiien to intenneddle with, or even to speak of the aflhiis of the lepublie, 
whether in piaise or dispraise. All he liad to do was to submit and 
obeiy. Sueh appeals to be the ideas of some of ihese who came to put 
down ihe Western Insuneetion, and who noted in a way so diieotly at 
wlaaoe wiih all praoonowTed notions of what is due to the eitisen, and 
so inoondstently witb the express orden of Washington. 

The foregoing is related by Mr. Brackenridge as within his own know- 
ledge ; the further facts on a more extended scale, which he relates, were 
matters of public notoriety. " About three hundred arrests were made 
by the different military parties in the same night, chiefly in Washington 
and Allegheny counties. With few exceptions these arrests were made 

o That infcnaatioB was of wrarse givan is Mcrd a n d shows the had influeooa 
than at work behind tha eart^n— with this dateskaUo militaiy Inqajisitloii. Hoa- 
•fVk dolM uafiram militaiy goTonuneat, or miUtary poliool 
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with a total disKgitfd of the smneBty, an instance of bad faith most dis- ^ 
^cefal to those ooDoerned, and contrary to tbe express eommand of j 
Washington in the genwnl oiden signed by Hamilton." ' 

Siodley, who wiote a year sflerwBid, gives other instaaoes and some- 
what more in detail^ tnm dooameots eolleoted bj him. No one at the 
time doohted the tmih of the statements; the author, allhoiigh then bat 
a boy, remembeis well to haye heard the horror of the "dbxadiul 
mOHX'' related by many of the snfierers themselvesy and as a sabjeet of 
common eoDTersation among the people. Althoagh in his Ineidents/' 
Mr. Braokenridge relates with proper indignation the oeomrenoes we 
have just recorded, yet at the same time there is an evident disposition 
to reconcile the people to the government, and even to palliate and apolo- 
gize, rather than encourage disaffection. We now make th^ following 
' extract from Findley : 

"The agonizing distress of those citizens and their families, who were / 
made the vioUms of perhaps private resmtmentt on this occasion, can be 
more easily conceived than expressed. The consternation of others, when 
they observed the innocent, those who had signed the amnesty, witnessee 
and criminals, treated with such undistingnishing severity, was inex- 
pressible. They justly apprehended that no man was safe, let his cod- 
duet have been ever so innooent, or his assoranee of protaotioa fxm gov- 
ernment ever so great, if those who ininenoed the jndimaiy bad enmity 
ageinst him. 

I have already stated that many of them had signed the amnesty; 
others had reftised to sign from the pride of ignoranee, or an aoknowl- 

edgment of gnilt. A number of them were men of unimpeachable be- 
havior throughout the whole of tbe insurrection. Though there had 
been a good deal of heat and irritation among the most ignorant class of 
the people at Pittsburgh, yet there waa no higher crime committed, even 
by them, than erecting a liberty pole ; but a proportion of the prisoners 
were not of that class ; one of them was a respectable and well behaved 
magistrate of the town. 

A captain with a detachment of the army who took a number of pris- 
oners in the southern parts of Washington county, is asserted to have 
driven the prisoners like eatUe at a trot, through creeks up to their middle 
in water, and to have impounded them in a wet stable at night, and oth- 
erwise to have maltnated and insulted them; though this feet has been 
confidently asserted and never eontiadieted, yet not having the vouohen 
fer it before me, I shall pass it over without being more partieular. 

The greatest outrage, however, against humanity and deoeney, was 
committed by Geneial White in the Mingo Oreek settlement. It is said 
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that he had been solicitous to have command of the New Jersey militia 
on the weptern expedition, but from an apprehension of the peculiarity 
of his temper, renderiog him antit for such a trust, arrangements were 
made tlutt preyented bim from attaining that rank ; but being determined 
to be employed ia the expedition, and holding the rank of Brigadier 
QenenI in the ndtitia, he mftrohed to Cftrlitle with the light-borse yol- 
VBtaen ; ind after » put of tlioiii wen iiMorponttod wiili tho legion, he 
oontiniied to oommaBd ihe Jeney lighi-horae mtil the fetam of tbo 
amy. When Governor Howell took tbe lioiM^ all bot a email oofpa 
whieh he left with €tonend Whhe^ he gladly aoo^ted the ohaige of 
takmc down the priaonen, after that tmat had been deeUned by others. 
Qovmor Howell retamed with the hone by way of Northnmbeiknd, and 
behaved iif such a manner as to do bonor to himself and the corps be com- 
manded both in the western country and on the return. Though there 
seemed to bo a general conviction that General White was not possessed 
of sufficient discretion to be intrusted with the delicate charge of arresting 
prisoners, yet by some means I never could learn of any officer of whom 
I had an opportunity of inquiring, how he was intrusted to superintend 
the takinp; of prisoners in Mingo Greek settlement on the 13th of No* 
yember, before mentioned, wbiob from his oonduot more than that of any 
other officer in that country, was known by the name of the * dreadful 
night/ I shall atate bis condnot on that oooasion, nearly in the words by 
which it is ezprsssed in the Touoher now befoie me* 

'*Qn Tharsdaj, the 18th of November, there were abont forty persons 
bfooght to Ftekinaon'a hoose by order of General White, and he direeted 
to pnt ihe. d d raaeato in the ceUar; to tie them back to back; to make 
a fire fbr the guard, bat to put the prisoners baok to the fiurther end of 
&e cellar, mi^ to give them ndther Tietnala nor drink. The eellar waa 
wet and muddy, and the night cold ; the cellar extended the whole length 
under a new log house, which was neither floored nor the openings be- 
tween the logs daubed. They were kept there until Saturday morning, 
and then marched to the town of Washington. On the march, one of the 
prisoners who was subject to convulsions, fell into a fit; but when some 
of the troop told General White of his situation, he ordered them to tie 

the d d rascal to a horse's tail and drag him along with them, for he 

had only feigned having fits. Some of his fellow prisoners, however, 
who had a horse, dismounted and let the poor man ride. He had another 
fit before he rsaohed Washington. This march was abont twelve miles. 
The poor man who bad the fits had been in the American aerrice daring 
almost the whole of the war with Great Britain. 

Having heaid mnch of ihia inhuman bamneas, and having ooeaaion 
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last summer to go to Washington, I traveled that road for the first time 
that i had ever been io the ^eLtlement, and lodged a night at the place. 
The plantation is the property of Benjamin Parkinsou, but rented by 
him to a Mr. Stockdale, who keeps tavern at it, and who seems to be a 
dece.nt man, and against whom there was no charge. He not only con- 
firmed what I have stated above, but added a variety of other particulars 
squ&Uj shocking. Stookdale was forbid on the peril of his life to admin* 
itter any comfort to his neighbors, though they were perishing with oold 
and famishing with hunger. The General treated the priaoneis as thej 
arrived with the moatinsolting and ahnfli?e laQguage> eaniing them all to 
be tied bank to baek| exoept one man who held a ieq»eotable iank| aad 
whoy howoTer, was nid to be one of the moit guilty in hie onato^y* 
One of the neaieit neighboni, who had a ehild at the poi^t of dying, and 
obeerviog that they were bringing in the whole neighborhood priaoneiB, 
without regard to gvih or innoeenee, went and gave hisMelf up to Geneal 
White, expecting that aa they were ooneeiooa there was no charge against 
him, he would be permitted to return to his family on giving bail ; but 
be ako was inhumanly thrown into the cellar, tied with the rest, utid re- 
fused the privilege of seeing his dying child ; nor was he permitted to 
attend its funeral, until, after many entreaties, he obtained that liberty^ 
accompanied with the most horrid oaths and imprecations. 

''The most of these prisoners were found to be innocent men, and lib- 
wated. There were but three sent to Philadelphia for trial ; one of them 
after having been dismissed at Pittsburgh, and perhaps taken a hearty 
grog through joy at regaining his liberty, ezprassed himself nnbeoomingly 
to some of the light-horsemen; he was afterwsid panned near thirty 
milee and taken to Philadelphia, bat there was no oaaae of aetion found 
ag^nsi him al the ooort He had aerred with approbation daring the 
war; his naiM wm flamael Noy. Captain DanUp had a duorimination 
aude in hie oidera betweta witneasei and supposed oriminals, and treated 
them ail with hnmanity; had them oomfortably lodged, and provided 
with victuals and drink, pierioas to taking any refreahmenta himaelf. 
By the orders delivered to General Irvine, he was obliged to take and 
treat all as criminals, but he did not insult any of them himself, nor per- 
mit them to be insulted by others in his hearing ; and he provided for 
them as well as the camp would admit, and that being a very uncomfort- 
able situation, he had them removed from it as soon as he could. That 
they were ignorant persons, who had sheltered themselves under the faith 
of the government, or were only called as witnesses, was not known to 
the Geneial till it was diaeoYOied in the result ; bat General White was 
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himself the leading, or perhaps the only man of his corps, who insulted 
the prisoners with the most opprobrious language, and punished them in 
the most shocking manner short of inflicting death. Of all that were ta- 
ken on that ' dreadful night/ only eighteen were sent to Philadelphifty and 
none of these oonvioted on trial." 

Two or three might have been oonvicted and pnnished for misdemean- 
ors, but they were tried for treason. One of the three, Captain Porter, 
the father of Mr. Porter of Tarentam, and grandfather of the present 
repreeentatiTe^ J. U. Porter, when pat on his trial it appeared that he 
had heen taken hy mistake for anoUier of that name, as in the ease of 
Sinrgeon I These men remained five or six months in prison, and not in 
snoh prisons as are kept at the present day. The writer has had aooess 
to the jonmal of Captain Porter, whioh is well written, and forms a most 
interesting namtiTe. He was one of the eighteen innooent men paraded 
throngh the streets of Philadelphia, their hats labeled with the word 
<* INSURGENT," in large letters ! 

**Aa the army returued through W^estuiorelaad, two urreata were made 
in the southern extremity ot that county, and one in the neighboring 
parts of Fayette. They were taken to Philadelphia ; the last had been 
in Kentucky during the insurrection, and did not return until the riots 
had ceased. Isaac Meason, a judge of Fayette county, followed Judge 
Peters near forty miles into Bedford county, and offered himself and 
Judge Wells of that connty, both of them acknowledged friends of the 
government, as bail for the prisoners, bat was absolutely refused. As 
Meason knew that the prisoner was guilty of no crime, whioh evidently 
appeared to be the ease, by no bill being found against him, he and Mf . 
Wells eomplained of the judge for not admitting him to bail on their 
applieation. Judge Peters being well known to be a man of feeling and 
humanity, his oonduet in this and soTeral other instanees ean only be 
aooounted for from some oveiBhadowing iofluenes^ and his apprehension 
that it was neeessaiy that a oonsidenble number of prisoners should be 
brought down, in order to prevent the inflammatory part of the army from 
committiug outrages at leaving the country, iiis mind was tortured at 
being obliged to send down so many prisoners, and his peace was disturbed 
by being teased for dismissing such numbers of them.* One of the two 
prisoners from Westmoreland was found guilty of setting fire to the house 
of Wells, the collector, and condemned to be hanged; but was afterward 
repiioYed and then pardoned by the PiesidMit. He was a vexy ignorant 

• This shigalar apologf for the |adge^ sresvits the Modvot «f tbe amiy la a 
wont yght thin the dhreot aocesatioii. 
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m&Dy said to be of an outiageoas tempore ftad sabject to oooaaioiud fite of 

insaDity/' 

A certain John Mitchell, who, with the aasistanoe of another penon^ 
iuwi robbed the Pittsburgh mail, gaye himself up to General Morgan, who^ 
instead of ooniining him, gave him a pass to go to Philadelphia^ thereby 
pntting it in his power to eaeape *, bnt he went theve^ and bdng found 
guilty on his trial, was eondemned to be hanged. The result was inevi- 
table on the fiiet being establbhed; but the President first reprieved for a 
time, and then pardoned him. 

The. Hev. Dr. Oamahan, PMeident of Princeton College, in his aooount 
of the insanrectioo; fallj corroborates the statement made by the previous 
writers on the subject of the arrests. Although at the coat of some 
repetition, the paragraphs relating thereto are given entire. 

"Companies of horsemen were scattered in different directions over 
the country, and as there was no opposition, it was thought the army was 
about to return. On the night of the 13th of November, a frosty night, 
about one o'clock, the horse was sallied forth, and before daylight arrested 
in their beds about two hundred men. A company of Virginia hofM 
were stationed for several days near Oanonsburg, and I give the manner 
of their proceedings as a sample of what probably oconrred in other places. 
About two o'clock in the morning they surrounded the house where I lodged, 
and some came in and oideied ny landlord, an old man, to rise and guide 
them to a nei^^iborfaood about eight miles distant, where he was well 
acquainted. He had no horse. They inquired where a horse could be 
found. He named two or three places. They wanted a guide to the 
stables. The old man had no servant in the hoose. Two boys belonging 
to the academy lodged in an upper chamber. The older one, of an im- 
petuous temper, had talked big in favor of the insurgents, and he believed 
the horsemen had come to arrest him, and he lay trembling in bed. The 
younger, more considerate, had always condemned the insurgents. Con- 
scious of innocence, he jumped up and ran down stairs half dressed, to 
see what was going on. The horsemen slapped him with their scabbards 
and ordered him to show them the stables. He had to go, and run about 
a quarter of a mile without shoes, frosty as it was. No horse was to be 
found at the first stable, and then he had to run as far in a different 
direction, and happily found a horse. The epithet * young insurgent,' 
with additional hud words, were liberally applied with an occasional slap, 
to qnicken his steps. This kd was aflterward the Bev. Br. 0. Jennings, 
of Nashville, Tennessee. 

My own lodgings were in a back room below staiiSi in company with 
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a student of the academy, several yeare older than I was. He was a sober, 
pious young man^ who had been compelled to go to the burning of Neville's 
house, and also to Braddock's Field. On hearing the noise, I made an 
attempt to rise, but my friend, believing the men with swords were iu 
search of him, begged me to lie still. There he lay, with head covered, 
trembling and panting, until the horsemen had departed. In justice to 
4he Yirgiiiia, Maryland and Pliiladelphia horsemen, it must be said they 
made axitsto and treated their pniOMm with as much gentleneat and hu- 
manity as practieable. Yet we can easily imagine what terror seised 
mothem> and aisteny and wiYm, when their wna, and bxothers, and hus- 
bands wera taken out ol bed and earned aS^ they knew not whither. That 
night was alterward oaUed the <dread£Dl nighC 

" To the New Jenej horsemen was amigiDed 4he d«tyof aimrting thees 
who resided in the Uingo Creek settlement^ the i^on when the insar> 
ssotion eommeneed, and wheie the moat di^pBaosliil aets of Tiolenee had 
been oommitted. Whether this regbn was assigned by aoeident to the 
New Jersey horsemen, or that they might have an opportunity of taking 
revenge for the insults Tom the linker had offered, calling the New Jer- 
sey militia the water melon army, &c., we know not. But the univer- 
sal testimony is, that arreste were made in that region accompanied with 
circumstances of barbarity and terror seldom equaled. Men were drag- 
ged out of their beds, loaded with cursee, threatened with hanging and 
death in the presenoe of their wives and children, and not permitted to 
eolleot clothes necessary to protect them from the inclemency of the sea- 
son, and driven off on foot when tbej had hones in their stables. About 
forty of these men were hnmght to a house aear Parkinson's Feny, and 
thrust into a wet and maddj eelhff, tied liwo and two baek to haek, and 
kept there twenty-four hovn without food or drink. A fire was kindM 
for the gnasdy hot the prisoners were not soffeted to eome nesr il^ nor was 
the owner of the boose peimitted to do anything to xelieTe die snffonags 
of his neighbors. The following day they were driven twdve miks on 
foot, ihrooi^ mad aad water, to Wariiington. BnriDg this mareh, in* 
stances of cruelty are told too bad to be repeated. This treatment was 
attributed to the commanding (jlUcer, (Brigadier General White,) rather 
than to the men. Indeed, the men, when they saw their prisoners 
exhausted and ready to faint, alighted from their horses, placed their 
prisoners on their saddles, and waded themselves through mud nearly 
knee-deep. A large number of prisoners from Washington county were 
OoUeoted together iu the county town, and taken thence to Pittsburgh 
wider gnaid. The object in tsking them k> PittshBiTgh was ihat they 
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tught be ezamiQed by the district judge, so as to ftsoeAain whioh of them 
ought to be taken to Philadelphia for tnal. I saw them when on their 
wtji Mithey entered Oattonaboigi and irere plaoed in ^ laige apper room 
in the aoademy^ to lodge for the night. They vere eonduoted bj the 
Philadelphia and New Jeteey eavaliy. The contraat between the Phila- 
delphia horsemen and the priaonen waa the most atrikiug that can be 
InagiDed. The Philadelphiaoa were some of the most wealthy and re- 
spectable men of that city. Their uniform was blue, of the finest broad- 
cloth. Their horses were large and beaatiful, all of a bay color, so nearly 
alike that it seemed any two of tbem wouid have made a good spaa of 
coach horses. Their trappings were superb. Their bridlcR, stirrups and 
martingales glittered with silver. Their swords, which were drawn and 
held elevated iu the right hand, gleamed in the rays of the setting sun. 
The prisoners were also mounted on horses, of all shapes, sizes, and colors^ 
some large, some small , some long tails, some shortj some white, aome 
black, some fat, some lean, some of every color and form that can be 
named. Some had saddles, some blankets, some bridles, some halters, 
some with atirmps, seme with none. The riders also were Tarioiui and 
grotesque in their appearance. Some were old, some yonng, some hale, 
reapecteble looking men; others were pale, meagre, and shabbily dressed. 
Some had great coels, otiieis had blankets on their shonlders. The ooiiii> 
teoanee of some was downcast^ mekaeholy, dejected; that of others, stei% 
indignant^ manifesting that they thonght themselTeB nndeserving snoh 
treatment. Two Philadelphia hoisemen rode in front, and then two pris- 
oners, and so two horsemen and two prisoners, alternately, throughout a 
line extending perhaps half a mile. I have more than once seen gangs 
of fifty or sixty negroes tied to a long rope, two and two opposite to each 
other, and marched to a distant slave market, but their anguish and in- 
dignation was not to be compared to that manifested by these western 
men. If these men had been the oaea chiefly guilty of the disturbance, 
it would have heen no more than they deserved. But the guilty had signed 
the amnesty, or had left the oountiy before the army approached. It has 
been estimated that between one and two thousand men with rifles in their 
hands, had withdrawn and remained absent nntU the army left the ooan- 
tiy. The district judge and proseeuting attorney had a most ardnona 
and delicate task, to discriminate between ihoie who were guilty and thoae 
who were innocent; and the great number arrested made it impossiUe Ibr 
a single jndge to examine, within any rsasDnable time, the case of eaqh 
indiYidnal. There were scTeral persona not clothed with judi<nal authoib 
ity, who assisted in making^ pvelinunaiy examinations. Among these, 
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Akiander Hamilteii) Saonlwj of tiM IlraaMij, look M MKin and tfa^ 

tinguished part/' 

Mr. fiiMleMindge imt to HiMMpliui «id«r Moogninm to testify^ 
Vit vas wIM OB bvi onoo m to mmm gmenl mattan. !■ ftwl» the go>fs> 
•mmdI had diaoovwad that 4he prawa«lioBa wara aoi wwih pttaming- 
Mr. Biaehanridga had preparad hnnaalf to appaar im •tha dafanaa, h«l 1m 
aaon feand 4hat prejadioa nm ao-atnnglj againal him» thai he nonld, 9m 
tiMtaoeoiiBl, nAher prejodleethanheiidtelhe oaaaof hiaeliaDla. AatlM 
triaie went oa, heweTer, thai prejudioe was giadnallf lemefed, and hm 
had the satisfactioD to fiod, in a very short time, his popalaritj restored 
both at home and in the city. The notes of hih iuteuded argumeat are 
published in the "Incidente," and form a good outline of a treatise oo 
the law of constructive treason. The same doctrine was afterward recog- 
nised by Chief Justice Marshall on the trial of Aaron Burr. It is now 
well understood that no treason had been oonunitted — and considered 
aMraly as riota, they sink into trifles compared to bobo which have ainoe 
occurred in Boston, New Yoffc, or Philadelphia. 

The vietoiy of Wayne over the Indians, which occurred during theae 
Unmblea, eonpletely changed the face of things in the Weal, it thiav 
epea Ae naTigatioB of the Ohio aad MiawMippi, enaUMig tha woatan 
people to find a maihet (at their paodMo; it eaoaad the auiendor of tha 
weatem forte, and gave aeearilj faaai a lavage enemy. The amy es* 
panaaa had gi vea a eiioiikitlDg nediaiii, and the tumwn having now tha 
meana to pay their tax, made no tother ooitplainta of the ezoiie kw. 
It ia aatd that ahont two thooaand ef the beat ridemen of the weatm 
counties had left the coaotry before the approach of the army, but their 
places were soon supplied by others, and from this time the western 
counties advanced rapidly in population and wealth. After the lapse of 
half a century, (so short lived is mere tradition,) there are but few who 
have any knowledge of the Western Insurrection, although their fathers 
and grandfathers were involved in its difficulties and sufferings. The 
writer, at this day, meets with few persons who oan oonveiBe with him 
en the anbject of the Western Insnrrection, having iMarcely heard of 
these important oocnrrenccB in the history of their own immediate countiy. 

Saeh waa the termination of the laaurrection, which, for ao long a time 
ttfter it waa over, aerved m a h|^^iPoid and a aftigma on ihe people ef 
Weaton Pennayhraniay and aome of Ito moat eminent and deaarving bmb. 
Ila origin and eharaeter may ha given inn few worda. ftorig^nated in the 
oppontien of the people to an wieqaal, opprcfliive and nnjoat law, and 
iM^h waa impliedly admitlid to %a anoh hy4ha lepaated amendnuoli 
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Mid flo n ee w ona, pelded to Uieir p«titioi«iy rsoioiiilniioaB and molvliaM 
piased at pabUa meetings — ^raaoliitloiia stigmatiied aa ''intanipanla'^ and 
aa tlie eaiiae of flie aabaaqneiit ostlifeak, althoagh it whb the Ti|^t of 
fteemen to express tbeir disapprobation of tbe oppreiraive law in any 
language they pleased. Two years afterward, when they became par- 
tially reconoiled to the law, the Marshal was sent to serve process on de- 
linquent distillers, to compel them to appear in Philadelphia to answer, 
at an expense suffioient to sink almost each man's plantation or home- 
stead. Id serving the last process out of about forty, in the harvest time, 
a sudden passion seized the farmers of the neighborhood, who pursued 
the officer and fired on him. The same passion continued; a party ra- 
paiiod to iho bouse of the Inspector the day following to demand bis 
oommission, and pxeyent the return of tbe writs, whiob they believad 
would involye tbem and their families ip ruin. They weie fired npom, 
and blood was apilled ; they fotiredi and the exeitement apveading, thej 
ratomed with a laiger forae— they weie again fired on, and more blood 
waa apOled. The honae of the Inapeetor waa bnrned ; bat not a drop of 
blood waa abed by the riotora on tbla oooaaioni nor on any other during 
the whole of the diatnrbanoea I Two email inapeotioa offioea were de- 
atroyed in other parte| remote from eaoh other; bnt theee outrages haT* 
ing nothing in tbeir cbaraeter beyond simple riots against an odiotui la w 
and unpopular individuals— tjie intelligent and patriotio p(»^oiLof the com- 
munity, the men of talents and intelligence, now came forward to exert 
themselves to arrest tbe progress of the popular violence. They called 
meetine^s of delegates, and after consultation, and by judicious manage- 
ment, succeeded in composing the disturbance and brinsrins^ their fellow 
citizens to a aensQ of their duty to themselves and to the laws. And 
now let us look at tbe other side. An army ia marobed into tbe oonntry, 
and military law ia exeouted, not proclaimed| om an nnresisting people ; 
hundreds of innocent persons, in violation of every legal right established 
for their safety, are dragged from their heniaaa in the dead hoar of tbe 
night, and traated in the m<DBt amel BMUiner ; aoBM of them maritoiioaa 
men, who had entitled themaelTea to the gratitada of their oonntry fiit 
their efforta to restore ifa peaoe, are insulted, peraeented and aUnderedl 
It will be aa ked, ia^tbia the histCNjjofjra^^ of souuuif 

tho ae liideon 8~tyranQies of pastf aggq if\ fttihur And yet there axe 

persons at thib day wha s^ laiaa the eiy of laaeallj whidroy boys and 
insurgents ! 

Why did not the atrocities just related ring through tbe country, when 
told by two cotemporary historians ? Because tbe interests, the pride, 
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•nd the paarioiiB of patj, woiild not permit the tnith to he told. 
would refteet too seriooslj on the existing administration. Its defennts 

was tHence; and it was the only way in which it could be met, except by- 
gross and unmeusLiied cuutuiuely cast on the western people, and the sup- 
posed leaders of the acts of violence, whose character lay between riot 
and insurrection — for it never approached rebellion. How hard to turn 
the cnrrent of obloquy when it has once received a wrong direction ? 
How hard to turn back the tide of calumny, of prejudice and settled 
ooQviction, however unjust or uofouaded ! Many attempts of this kind 
have been made of late yeais, and some of them with success. But 
where error of jndgment becomes a seeond nature from habit, pride and 
bigotty, to OTeitnm it is like the attempt to remove a mighty rook from itn 
plaee — it oannot he done at onoe ; it must he left to the slow operation 
of the current of time and tmth. 



N0TB8 TO CHAPTER XIII. 



Tabbptdii, 2(Hh JnHj, 1869. 

h II. POBTBB, Esq. 

Dear Sir — You were so good 
as to promise me a few extracts from ^ 
your grandfather's Journal during his 
imprisonment, at the time of the Whiskey 
Insurrection. As i am now about closing 
the publioatioB of my lustorj, I beg 
leaTetotronble JOB for them. The whole 
histovj of that insorreotioB is so full of 
romaaoey that I have no doabt the day 
will oome when it will be the theme of 
many a story requiring no invoBtioil of 
facts. Perhaps the publication of your 
grandfather's manuscript might bring 
others to light preserved in tamilies. No 
part of our national history has been so 
^ossly and 8caudalou»Iy falsified as that 
of the Western Intvrteetlonl I have 
tried to set it right, and that on evldenoe 
wUoh BO mere epithets of abuse, bo 
mere assertion, no falsehoods osb otst^ 
torn. Tours, sincerdy, 

H.lfl. BBAOXlBBIOai. 



Extractt from Captain Fortm'* NarraH^ 
Hon. E. M. Braceenbidoe : 

Dear Sir — In compliance with 
your request, I send you, briefly, the 
substance of such portions of the manu- 
9crij)t touching the Whiskey Insurreo- 
tiou as may perhaps interest you. 

The manuscript was. written by my 
grandfather, and is a IkithfU narratiTS 
of msay of the facts and inoidents oob- 
nected with the Whiskey iBsanreetioB, 
but more partionlarly relating to the ar- 
rest of sundry persons, charged with 
being insurgents — of their treatment du- 
ring the time of their removal to Phila- 
delphia and up to their discharge. 

My grandfather (Captain Robert Por- 
ter,) had been an officer during the war 
of Independence, and afterward com- 
manded a eompany in defense of the 
frontiers against the depredations of ths 
Indians. He still held oonunaad of this 
company when the disturbaooe of the 
Whisky Luurreetion broke out, and sL 
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CAPTAIN 

though 1m iwTir WM aa iolor or pMtiid- 
pator in the fooUak iB0l]iod'b7 whUA the 

people of the western ooiutieB attempted 
to redress their grieyances, yet the faot 
of his being the commander of a com- 
pany of men in the immediate scena 
of the insurrection, was sufficient to 
•waken the buspicion of government. 

Having from the first refused to take 
jmH in snything like an mmtA nM- 
aaoe to the exeentton of fhe ex^e IftW. 
nor in ray mj violatod, u ho oonobiTOd, 
Mm duty as a dtison, ho refated, ornog* 
lected to sign the amnesty, froHn'tiio Ihot 
of not being conscious of any act on his 
part which woold make Ikim liable to 
government. 

Having afterward understood that one 
Pollock was making himself busy charg- 
ing him (the captain) with being an in- 
aorgent, &c., he "dotermined to delirer 
himaolf np^ and demand that the matter 
riiovld ho examined into, that ho might 
nAtto tiio charge.'* Aoocfdlngly on 
NoTemher 18th, 1794, he went to the 
mouth of Mingo ereek, to General Mat- 
thew's encampment, and delivered him- 
self up to Colonel Campbell, and asked 
an examination of his conduct. Pollock 
being sent for to confront him, "came 
80 drunk as to be scarcely able to walk, 
hringiog with lum Ida eon, (a oldld not 
more than eleren jeavs of age,) to prove 
hia ehargeo against the eaptain. Upm 
examination, Colond Cattpb^ was oon- 
vinced that Pollock was ignorant of any 
facts to support his charges, and that 
hia motives were from spite, he therefore 
ordered Pollock out of the oamp for a 
drunken vagabond." 

Captain P., however, was not released, 
but Colonel Campbell politely told him 
'* he wonld he eompelled to hold him in 
oostody, as somedung might tarn np 
yet to implioato him in the insluree- 
tion." They then sent a g^ard to seavDh 
Us honao fm papersi p«rtlanlai|y the 
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mnster roll, to see if any of the men 

npcm it were known to be active in the 
insurrection ; bat the whole ccmpany 
" were found to be men of peftcelul hab- 
its, and were at their daily labor." Lut 
still the captain was not released, as 
they said they had two men, named 
Hampton and Southard, who would give 
evidence against him at Pittsburgh ; hat 
this waa a snbterf age, as these men ner- 
er appeared against him, eitiier at Pitto- 
bm^ or Philadelphia^ 

On the night of the 18th Norember, 
1794, James Stewart, Joseph Chambers, 
Jacob Forwood, Joel Ferree, George 
Swasick, Sr.. George Swasick, Jr., James 
Swasick, (ieorge Sickman and James 
M'Bride were brought into camp, hand- 
cuffed, and delivered over to the provost 
guard. On the 14th, Colonel Lane's 
regiment, with Uw' prisoners, marched 
down the river to BeiOintB Bentiey's, 
the balaaoe of ihe amy with the bag- 
gage marehing by Bsq. BaMUy% **tha 
army constantly swearing and heapiflg 
imprecations against the rebels that oo- 
casioned them coming so far over hills 
and mountains, without the satisfaction 
of a man to oppose thero, or a gun fired 
upon them." At Bentiey's "the pris- 
oners were confined in a log cabin OTtr 
night, without fire^ thoaglk it was » oeld, 
snowyi stotUty nighti and nsither ehnnk** 
ing nor danUng in tiio oabin.*' 
' On the 16lh thoy weM ordered down 
to the Governor's (Lee's) body-guard, 
and by them delivered over to Captain 
6eorj?e Denial, and were marched the 
same day through the snow storm toward 
Pittsburgh, where they arrived on the 
16th. On the 17th they were conducted 
to the garrison (Fort Fayette) and de- 
Uvei«d to the eare-of Oolonel Bntlin 

On the 26th the prisonera wne osllad 
oitt Of the gaitiion, and sommndsd by 
fbrty of ' the garrison soldiem, under the 
oomraaad of Bailjpi M^Oieaiy, and.pa^ 
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mdtd before % detaohiMnt of M^ov 

James Durham's troop of oaralry, to 
▼hose charge they were to be delWared 
at Oreensbarg. Th» foUowiag U a list 
of the prisoners: 
Rot. John Gorblji Washington oounty. 
Oolml Mb SimOloii, *< 
OokuMl Wfli. OnmMf *• 
Jofe»B]Mk» ** 
Svfid BollM, " 
Jams Kerr, « 
Thomas Sedgwiok, ** 
John Burnett, *• 
Captain Robert Porter, ♦* 
Joseph Scott, AUeghenj oooAtj. 
Marmaduke Curtiaai ** 
James Stewark| 
TkonM Mili«r, •« 
IhMiM Bnrnej, 
liMM Walte, ,** 

Oal«b Mo«uil% nif •M0 toiMtj. 

At Oreensbarg ''they fooad Samnel 
Nye, (who had been placed there for some 
rash erprppsion against officers and gor- 
emment, made when in a dranken frolic,) 
Philip Wylie and Joseph Parey, which 
angmeated their number to twenty 

On tit S5th, abMt 10 »'elook, " being 
ftrntdfink aadfik) nd plastd in tht 
Mtn ot «h« timwAH Mldi«n, 
mmmamM bif M'OlMiy, flMj sterltd 
«ir OnoMlnifg;" On IIm S7ftb «Imj 
rired at Oreensbnrg and were lodiged in 
jail. On the 29 th th^ were drawn out 
and pMraded in the street, and compelled 
te stand mid-leg deep in mud and snow, 
aad were formally delivered orer to the 
oharge of Major Durham. They then 
proceeded en their weary march to Pkilr 
aiWphii 

TlM order ef mefehinf mm **wnA 
ptinner mnwhtng on UmI between Iwe 
ef ike tnop er fieH, irte were on 

horseback, and who were ordered by 
Blaokbeard (Gen. Anth. M. Wbile) to 
ke^ tkeir iradi aknays dr««% mod 



tluit if any attempt should bo mdo iO 
rescue, that the heads of the prisoaera 
should be cat off and broaght to Phila- 
delphia." At night they "were placed 
in cellars, bnms and such other placM 
as suited the disposition or fancy of our 
goard." 

Sneb WM tbe ecdev of tiiiir woMj nnd 
dismal mareh to Fldlodolphin, fSor thirtj 
dayi, tfaronfM now and nmdt In the flUMt 

ioclement time of the year. 

On the 26th December (I qnete firoa 
the MS.) paraded at half past eleven be* 
fore the Blackhorse taTem. The pris- 
oners drawn up rank and file, were pre- 
sented with slips of white paper by the 
M^jor as cockades, to be put in our hats 
to distinguish na ae insurgents firank tiio 
vest of tho eiowd Ihnt wo ware to nwreh 
throoi^ or aa teopldee of Tiotoiy. Tbio 
wai done bf the «qire« eoniwd eC 
Gonenl WbUe^ oUm Blackboard, thou^ 
the ll^}er veMonstrated with White, but 
to no purpose. My fleur-de-luce I kept 
in my hand until in Tiew of the 8peota> 
tors on the other side, when I took the 
opportunity of tearing it to pieces, and 
threw it on the bridge. We were march- 
ed through 20,000 speetaton by n ^itnm- 
itons rontotiuonik thodfyto thonow 
joiV whoeowo WOM plnoed In oeUe ond 
kept lU night witkooi Ibod or li^ 
wUeb deprooiod ear ipiiili to tko lowoit 
degree. 

" Upon our arrival here we found 
Mr. Herman Hasboiid^ Bedford Go. 
Kobert Philson, " 
Qeorge Lucas, *< 
Qeorge Wisegarrer, ** 
William Bonbam, Northumberland CSo. 
Jokn Oriiwo1l» Onnbeiknd Cow 

<*0n tko im J«nnot7rJnanei Koir 
odBltledtoboiL On Sd Vebniniy» potfc- ^ 
tioned oonrt to bo tiled in the eonnllef 
where tke oflfenee WM alleged to haTo 
been* oomitte^ an wo wenU bo better 
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•Ms to fMttak UMmtmj to nftato 

cliarges. The court refased. 

"20th, Colonel Hamilton admitted to 
bail ; 28d, WisegarTer was admitted to 
bail; 28th, Thomas Sedgwick, Samuel 
Nye and Qeorge Lucas admitted to bail. 

March 2d. — John Criswell, by direo- 
tlon of Judge Titos, remoTed to Chester 
Jailf M thm VM dUBmdly ut hftiliog 
Mm, being eoouDlltod by J«dge Tettot. 

Jfora* CoiUlj tdmlttod to 

bail. 

March 28dL— Pftvid Boltaa tdmlttod 

to baiL 

May 7th. — "My bill (quote from the 
MS.) havinir been before the grand jury 
since Monday, and haying by solemn Tote 
yesterday passed, to be returned igno- 
ramus, ma this 6mj returned a true bill, 
m Mr. BfOdvin taetifying ttet h« knew 
BO oCbcrthan thift OTwy «lBowMiinMad- 
od thoir own mi •! liio dottouotioB of 
Oooenl NeriUe's, the ITOi JiOy, 1794, 
Mthe committoo (he being a member,) 
resolved that eyery officer should com- 
mand his own men, and I being a cap- 
tain in the district he liyed, and being at 
Conch's Fort, he knew of nothing to the 
contrary. Upon this small testimony 
they foimd a bill, after haying prerioosly 
•iMiiiBod thhrty»iTo wita nua to no pur- 

POM." 

ML—M eMM. BiMk, Soott and Pmsj 
aeqoitted by tho groBd Jury. 
IIM.— Thomas Barney aeqnitlod by 

the grand jury. When the eyidence was 
called and sworn against him, they all 
swore they knew nothing about him in 
the matter, which made Rawle cry out, 
'Good God, can I get nobody to swear 
•fainst this auuk"* 

rkmOa^^ 120.— Moant. Bonfaaa, 
Blaok, M oiuta, HwlbMida, Paasy, Walk- 
or, Bmay and 8oolt» diaahargad wmd 
tokaa o«t of jaiL 

On the 1 8th May, Captain Porter was 
Mod. Wbu Bawto aa4 Was. flndford 



were the attorneys for the United Stoitoib 
and Wm. Lewis and Joaa|pli SStoana im 

Captain Porter. 

After hearing thewitnessea on the part 
of the United States, tb« captain's at- 
torneys thought it unnecessary to exam- 
ine a single witness for the defense, so 
entirely greMi<aaa vaa tho prwiaenHaa. 

By ButaMl BoiaaBt of flia attamsyi^ 
Mr. lUwIo addnaaadHio aowl 

«'llay it plaaao your Howwa^ I liavt 
osanlnad tweWa of tho atoat anbstaatial 
witnesses against the prisoner at the bar, 
tiie rest are only circumstantial. The 
attorneys on behalf of the prisoner and 
us bayo agreed to leaye it to yeur Hon- 
ors to giye charge to the jury." On 
whioh Judge Patterson rose and said, 

"QantoMa of 1^ Jury ,yoa haTO 
iiaaid fho oharga md agatoat tho pvto* 
onar, BobartPortor; yon ind k baa not 
bean anppoitod by one atogto oridaaoa 
The C^rart la of the opinion that ho iaaot 
guilty. You will, therefore, show mercy 
on the favorable side; and if you think 
he is not guilty, you will bring in your 
yerdiot of the prisoner, not guilty." To 
which charge the jury made a bow, and 
in one or two minutes, without learing 
their box, agreed upon their vordiot of 
not guilty. Tho o^ptiwa wm Ibon dia- 
ohaifad, boing in att aiz auMitba and ais 
daya s priaonar. 

8o aadod tho trial, aad ftr tba honor 
of tho jndieiary of cor oonnliy, I trust 
thero Buy noTer be a similar one. The 
case may be summed np in a few words. 
A drunken fellow makes charge before 
the military officers againut him. The 
captain yoluntarily appears and demands 
an Lnyestigation {womptly, that he may 
roftito tho ohargao. Inalaadof on tona- 
tigation being grMM» ho ia bdd ft otoaa 
pwaana r . t a t n nway fkmn bia Ihaiili^ 
draggad to PMIndripbla ^boil aoAMad 
him — kept six months in close confine- 
monti and yot attar nllv Aran thaginning 
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to «Bd, not one single evidenoe to conTici 
him of being goilty of one unlawful act. 
The only circumstance against him was 
the fact that he was the commander of a 
company of men. If the matter had not 
beeu attended with such serious results, 
it might ]MYe hmu vaguM m » fittce, 
8a irlth Mt» if Bot all tiM oiker pritoii- 
Mt of «h«madaittod to boil, with 
no iatontioal»of «v«r triagfaig tkmi to 
trial, others acquitted by the grand Jury, 
■otwithstMi/diiig fiftwlo'oMuuolj to hmie 
• Tictim. 

Some of the charges alleged against 
the prisoners were of the most ridiculous 
character, such as would excite a smile 
of derision at the present day. For in- 
■tiiiOO^ Moh M*'*«raofting large poles, 
viA or wtAoat Mditious iuofiptioiiiy 
woderMood and declared to be intondod 
to iifiiliti'to Ihtfr trouoBoUo istnttoBSt 
Atnty MUtog to the enemies of the 
United States, giving them aid and com- 
fort." This was the sin of poor Caleb 
Mounts. But it was a little too ridicu- 
lous to risk a trial upon, even at that 
time. I might extract perhapij much 
more, but aa 1 have already occupied 
mmf ipoM Hun I intondod, I will not 
teMifOM upon jonr potinoo fturtbor. 
Tou% tviilj, 

J. M. PomuB. 

ifote on ihe tibove. — This is the plaoe 
to quote, for the second or third time, the 
passage in Craig's history, rclatiag to the 
ornel exile of Colonel Neville. Craig 
eomplaioed, in our controversy, of my 
repeating certain passages ofteaer than 
vu agreeablo to liin{ bat in my opinion 
•trnth OMuot bo too often oontTMtod with 
fUiohood. 

'••In xoeondj looking over oomo old 
letton, [fipom Colonel Neville,] wriUm 
uMIt A« «PM AiffnKMMl wUlo tho oahoo of 




I his DMte'a mansion, ond btm, and negro 

' huts were yet warm, I was struck with, 
the following kindhearted expression : 

* The prisoners arrived yesterday, 
and were, by the ostentation of General 
White, paraded through the different 
parte of the city, (Philadelphia.) Thej 
hod large pieoos of paper in th^ hato 
to dSatingoiah thorn, and «or« the t^pear^ 
onoe ^ mnUk§dM»9, I ooaH not help 
being sorry for them, although to wU 
acquainted with their conduct.' " 

It was not true that Colonel Neville 
was yet in exile when he wrote the above 
letter. He had been restori d to bis 
home in triumph by General Morgan's 
divisfou of the army, and it was after 
this that tho arroot of tho priionora was 
made. NoviUo, at tho tiao of wxi^ng 
tho letter, waa In Philadelphia ai a nem- 
her of tho AeeemMj, and aa a witnois 
against these very prisononk Ho noTcr 
had been exiled, for he was met on his 
way after leaving Pittsburgh tho first 
time, by a summons to attend a special 
ieeeion of the Legislature. Now, as to 
his knowledge of the conduct of the un- 
fortunate prisoners, why did he not tes- 
tify when called npon ? Because he knew 
nothing abont it I Suoh ia hlatoij, and 
eapeeiaUj Cralg'a history of Pittobniih. 
Iiot tho reader peroso the atatomente of 
Capt^ Porter, and then saj whether 
the sjmpathy of the publio was dno to 
them, or to Colonel Neville. 

I do not expect to silence Neville Craig, 
but I think 1 have furnished ample mate- 
rials to enable the country to judge be- 
tween us, and to it^ judgment I leave the 
case, I trust forever. 

Letter ^M^far Oreeg to Demi BrmilfML 

** Mb. Sooifr—Tonr Inserting the fol- 
lowing lettor and the answer thereto, 
will oblige yonr haniblo sorraat. 

Isaac Craio. 
rittsbozgh, 9th Ootoher, 1794." 
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"FmsBintOH, Oeloberlat, 1497. 
"SxK— When fh« oommiflsionerB of the 

United States were at this place, thej 
•»rere told by H. H. Brackenridge, Esq.. 
in my presence, that had it not been for 
his interposition, I would have been 
proscribed at the time the people were 
ftt Braddock's Field. il 13 said the 
droomstance which induced this, was 
Ikoti stated by you ; viz., that I had said 
I would anlFer mj own house to be made 
an exoiee offioe of, fte. Thie, if tnie» 
was what aaj eitisen was justifiable in 
doing, but not so with respect to me. 
I consider the lie to hare been designed 
for my (iestruction, and now call on you 
for your anthority, I could not tiave 
addressed you on this subject, had I not 
supposed that you were deceived in your 
information, and ooold point ont the 
Momuhd [the Imbitoal phrase of the 
Neville's] with whom it oriipnated, and 
from whom I might seek redress for the 
ii^iuries intended and sufend, 

I am, fiUr, yoor obedient servant, 

Isaac Ckaio. 

David Bradford, Esq." 

Note on the above. — The real object of 
the letter of Craig is too plain to deceive 
any one. It was to open a oorrespond- 
enoe with Bradford to fptn him an op- 
portonity €t impUeating Mr. Braohen- 
xidge, and enaUe the NetiUe oonneotion 
to interest themselTos in his favor. The 
prstext is truly flriTolous ; but there is 
no conceivable cause which would have 
justified Craig in addressing such a man 
at such a time. It seemed he suffered ; 
what did he sutfer ? At the instance of 
Mr. Brackenridge, the motion of banish- 
ment by Bradford was superseded by 
one to jpetiHom ti§ JPtmdtnt far Am rs- 
wtovall and his oase passed over in 
the oommittee of oflioers at Br»ddodk*s 
field. 



The lUllowittg is Bradford^ s reply : 

"WASHiiiaToir, Ootobsr Gfh, 1869. 

" SiB^I reeeiTed yours of the first 
of this current month, in which you 
have said, that Mr. Brackenridge txssert- 
ed in the presence of the commissioners 
of the United States, that had it not 
been for his interposition on your behalf 
at Braddock's Field, that yon wonld have 
been banished. 

**I mnst inform 70a that Mr. Braok- 
emridge has either a very treadheroos 
memory or a strong diq»osition to assert 
falsehoods, if he asserted as you state. 
The truth of the case was. that he evi- 
dences to mcthe 8troTigp<5t desire to have 
you banished. I shall state to you his 
expressions, or at least some of them. 
You may then judge for yourself. 

•«The first day at Braddock's Field, Mr. 
^aokenridge told me the people of Pitts- 
burgh were well pleased, that the eoon* 
try were about to banish the persons 
whose names had been mentioned; ha 
added that they ought to go further;, 
that little Crnig ought to be banished, for 

he was one of the same d d jnuta. 

I replied there appeared to be no ground 
to proceed against you, that there was 
no letter of yours intercepted, mistaking 
facts or the oonduet of individuals to- the 
government Farther oonversation to<A 
plaoe, whioh had maoifBStly lor its ob- 
jeot to irritate me againslb you. 

** The next day when the oommission- 
ers [committee of officers] sat, Mr. 
Braokenringe took me jmide, and men- 
tioned to me your conduct of burning 
Neville's house; that you assumed high 
airs in contempt of everything that had 
been done by the people, that you had 
deelaied in the most positive manner,- 
that yon would keep np the letters des- 
ignating the oflioe of inspeotor at every 
risk; and though the people of Ktti- 
burgh requested you to take them.dewii. 
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jou would not In ihoH, thAt jou were 
determined to keep the office ia oonleoupt 
of the then raling opinion. 

•'He told further that he put in oper- 
ation a stratagem to see whether you had 
firmness enough to support ail the vauuts 
and blasts joa had made. He said he 
mat oat in street and asked the first 
pittoii iM mat if Iw kad JiMcd tkin w«r« 
flT« kwidvttd of the Washington oonn^ 
people oontng down armed to burn Pitts- 
burgh, beoanse the iospeetioo offioo was 
kept open ; the answer was, no. Ue 
asked the next he met the same question, 
the same answer was received; by this 
means the news was upread over the 
town in a few minutes, mat live hundred 
men wero approaching the plaoe to bum 
it» fto. Tlie letten w«fe inmediatelj 
ton downf in ihert, h» told me you 
were one of the wannest stiekUvafinr the 
retenne law, sad that joa had been as 
odious to the citizens of Pittsburgh, and 
the neighborhood, as tJie ezsise offioer 
himself had been. 

** I then mentioned to Mr. Brackenridge 
that he had better atate to the commis- 
sioners [oommittee oi oihcer8,J the cir- 
oomstances he had just related to me ; 
he sekl it wee disagreoeble to him, as he 
lli«d ia the same plaoe; I replied that I 
eenld open the wsj, and immediateljr 
Btsited to the e<nnButtee a report whioii 
I had heard respecting yoor oondvet after 
the homing of Neville's house, and sta- 
ted precisely what Mr. Brackenridge had 
stated one minute before, not mentioning 
from whom I had the report. I observed, 
as it was only a report, it would be im- 
proper to take it up as true, till it could 
be disoorered whether trao or fklse. I 
then oalled upon the gentlemen from 
Plttshnrgli to give information, if they 
knew aajthiog of the sol^eet. Mr. Wil- 
UnB obserreii that he did not not know 
•lathing egiiBst yen. Mr. M'Mastets 



to the like effect, and Mr. Braekenridge 
also cononrred. He declined to give the 
narrative which he had doue to me just 
before, although I opened the way, on 
what principle I know not. 

shall here mention another circum' 
stance, though U doM not eoneem you, it 
may, perhaps, ebTlete fklae insinnationB 
wUoh he may be diipeied to make. On 
the morning of the seeond day's meeting 
of the eommittee et Parkinson's Feny, 
Mr. Braekenridge told me there was a 
young man in Brison's office, attending 
the committee for the purpose of present- 
ing a petition for the return of Brison. 
lie wished me to oppose it, suggesting 
reasons that he had always been a pest 
to them at Pittsburgh ; that he was a 
great fkisnd to the eidse^ elfaidiiig to n 
oertain period when a nnihber of suits 
were brought, or indiotments preforred 
to the grand jury; tlmt Brison was 
known to be at the bottom of that buai- 
hms ; that he was a d — d scoundrel, and 
conceited coxcomb — that nothing could 
ever turn out about Pittsburgh but he 
must be writing to the Governor — a pup- 
py, added he, what had he to do with 
the Governor? It was hi^ place to have 
sat in his olBee, and lame writs wlun 
oaJled upon. I obaerred to lum if he 
had any r e as on s to ofliBr to the eommit- 
tee wl^ Brim should not he soifeved to 
return, he had better offer them himself; 
no petition was presented. These are Iheto 
which I have related; and I leave yon ni 
full liberty to make any use of them yoo 
may think proper, I wotild have answer- 
ed your letter before, but I iiaTe been 
much indisposed. 

I am, Sir, your humble servant, 

David Biu.i>jrujau. 

Mi^or laaae (Mg," 

The strongest argoment hi fhtor of the 
trath of Bradford's letter is, that its eon- 
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tents sre too- frivoloos to bt mvth Hie 
tronUe of invontiiig thcni. Bat Hkitf ore 

ontrne — that is, th^ oontain about one 
grain of truth to a pound of falsehood. 
Mr. Brnnlcenridge had no such private 
conversation "with him, as he alleges, nor 
any private conversation at all with him. 
It ia at variance with what Bradford him- 
self admits was said in public. But let 
vs see wkat iras the tsstimo^y of otbon^ 
vhooo tsotimoDy eonnot bo qBoottonod. 

Sktraetftrom JtuHei MMMfMJjfiML 
— ''Mr. Brsdfofd tiioa spdko ooDOoniing 
the expulsion of Major Craig, for he said 
that Major Craig should hare said imme- 
diately after the burning of General 
Neville's house, that he would let the 
d — d rascals see that the excise law 
should be enforced, for that he would 
opsn an offioe of inspection in his own 
hoiiBo» Mr, Bradford was tbon iwinostod 
toi^Tobisantliori^; bo ropliod that ho 
could not rsooUoot^ bat that ho hoard it 
mentioned among tho people. It was then 
refORod to tho gentlemen in the commit- 
tee, who represented the people of Pitts- 
burgh, Wilkins, M'Masters and Bracken- 
ridge ; and it appeared that neither of 
them could giye any information on the 
subject." 

StaUmeiU pfJam€$ J2om.— "One of the 
oomndttoo then donooaood Hi^r Craig 
Sat having said ho wonld keep an inspec- 
tion offioe in his own honso, rather than 
tho excise law should bo defeated. A 
good deal was said on this s«l(|oot; his 
expulsion was prevented by a proposal of 
yours,* that a petition should be sent to 
General Knox for his removal, it being 
very questionable whether Major Butler 
would not protect iiim iu the fort, as be- 
longing to tho annj; and at aU ofonts 
the pnblio business wonld wattet toot tho 
want of a pnblio offioer to taiko oaro of 
tho mllilBiy storos. This was ikgnod to." 
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FromUu8iaUmmU€tf Gmiral WilhiM. 
— "Dnnd Bradford mored in addition to 
these two, that Major Craig should be 
expelled, saying it was reported that he 
had offered his house for an office of in- 
spection, should another not be found. 
Bradford called on the Pittsburgh mem- 
bers to know^if this was trne. Yon [H. H. 
Bnokeniidge] answond, U wot mt tnt§; 
and stated soma oirenmstanoes tending 
to show tho fidaehood of tho ropoit. 
Bat» notwithstanding^ Bradford and oth- 
ers pressed for his banishment ; in order 
to obviate, you mentioned it would be an 
injury to the expedition then carrying on 
against the Indians, as he had charge of 
the stores for the use of the troops ; and 
proposed that the commitee should ad- 
dress the Secretary of War to remove 
him ; wiUeA / CMtdiHttd m 
on your part to tme M«if9t 

Tho abOTO will soffioot althongli a 
nnmbor of other similar ntiaots might 
be made from tho doouMuts pabliahod 
in this work. 

Ftndley't JSutory. 

By an oversight, the foUovnng extract 
from Findley's history was not inserted 
in the right place, that is iu the account 
of the mooting at tho Mingo meeting- 
honso^ and Mr. Braokonridgo's spoooh 
thevo. 

**Bfaekeozidge^ in n speeoh of oonsidp 
erablo length, drew their attention bj 

amusing them, and iteming to counienanee 
their conduct ; but before he concluded he 
ventured to suggest, that though what 
had been done might be morally right, 
yet that was legally wrong, and suggested 
the propriety of their consulting their 
fellow citizens, in other parts of the 6ur-> 
vey, and in tfw Moantime^ of their send- 
ing oommisslonon to tho Preddent. Ho 
ondeafored to oonvinoo them of tho M 
fvMqf of having thoeo who had not been 
engaged In tho attaokon tho Inspeotor 
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inTolTad, baoMiM in that qsm tiiflj oolild 
not Mt as mediators for those whoTwere 
obnoxious. The meeting wot dkrided in 

opinion about the sentiments he expressed; 
some thought he u>as warm in the cause, 
but the more violent were offended; it was 
pleasing, howeyer, to those who like him- 
self were not yet involved. He had been 
sent for by some of the leaders, but de- 
olined ooadng until ho was adviaed by 
OoL Neville, who asBiited in proooring 
others to aooompsny, to be witnesses of 
his dondnet. He retired btfore the meet- 
ing resolved on any measures." 

It is difficult to conceive a more gross 
perversion of the truth, than this para- 
graph of Findley'8. He was not present, 
gives no proof, but evidently derives his 
knowledge from Mr. Brackenridge's ao- 
ooiint in the **Iiieidents/' whioh he thns 
fl^lsifiesy as the reader BBay see by taming 
to the ehapter of this liistory oontaining 
tikat aoeonnt. Fortunately, he will also 
find there the statements of the persons 
who accompanied Mr. Brackenridge, and 
which {rive Findley's the lie. The per- 
version ol tact, and mean detraction of 
Mr. Brackenridge, on the part of i'md- 
ley, has been shown in various parts of 
this work. Although not in general re- 
gardless of truth, yet when his personal 
enmity is eonoemed, he had not the mag- 
nanimity of the noUe mind to do justiee 
tohisenany. HewasnotaSallnst^either 
in his style or in his ethios. 

Whwe is his anthority for saying, '<and 
seeming to countenance their conduct f" 
There is nothing of the kind in the state- 
ment of Mr. Brackenridge, or of his wit- 
nesses. In answer to Parkinson, who 
put the distinct question — "I wish to 



know whetiiflr we are rig^i or wrong, in 
what we liave done»" Mr. Braekenridfe 

replied, it may be moraify ri|^t, bnt it is 
legally wrong — it is tbsason — any other 
language would have been a direct insult 
to Parkinson. But this was not the theme 
of his speech; it was his opposition to 
the motion of Bradford to ''sustain the 
brave fellows who were engaged in born- 
ing NevUle^s Ikonse." This was defeated 
by him, and eansed fiw meeting to break 
np without doing anything bnt adopt Ids 
snggestion of osUing a larger meeting, 
before anything was done, or resolTsd. 
Thus the ball of insnrreotion was stopped 
before it was set in motion. 

The most curiou?* part of this willful 
perversion of the truth, is the following 
confused sentence: ''Some thought he 
was warm in the cause, but the more vio- 
lent were offended; it was pleasing, how- 
erer, to those who Hke himself were not 
involTed." The violent of coarse were 
offended, and those not involved were 
pleased ; bnt what was that third portion 
who considered him warm in the cause, 
which he pronounced treason f Findley 
endeavors to convey the idea, that Mr. 
Brackenridge's speech was equivocal ; 
instead of this, the blunderer has only 
succeeded in writing nonsense ! 

Findley's aooonnt, however, admits.the 
following: 1. The speeoh had the elliBot 
of preventing a vote to support those who 
had bunt Neville's honse. 2. The oall- 
ing a largsr meeting commeasorate with 
the four counties, before any aetimi 
should be taken. 3. The separation of 
tho^e involved in the treasonable acts, 
from those not involved. 4. The appU> 
cation for an amnesty for the past. 
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